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CHAPTER XIX.
Anguish and Bliss

ARBON shouted his confTession
without a second of reflection.
But the result must have been
the same had he taken years
of thought. Between him and her as
the victim of the law, there could be
no hesitation for cholce. The prime
necessity was to save her, Mary, from
the toils of the Iaw that were closing
around her. For himself, in the days
to come, there would be a ghastly
dread, but there would never be regret
over the cost of saving her. He had
savad her from the waters—he svould
puve her until the end, as tar as the
power in him might lle.

The suddenness of it all held Mary
voiceless for long seconds. Bhe was
frozen with horror of the event. When,
at last, words came, they were a fran-
tic prayer of protest.

“No, Joe! No! Den't talk—don't
talk!™

“Joe has talked,” Durke said, signifi-
enntly.

“He did it to protect me,"” she stated,
earnes<tir,

The ipspector disdained such futile
grgument. As the doormanp appeared
in answer to the buzzer, he directed
that the stenographer be summoned at
once.

“We'll have the confession .In due
form,” he remarked, gazing pleasedly
on the three before him.

“He's not going to confess,” Mary
insisted, with spirit

But Burke disregarded her complete-
l¥, and spoke mechanically to Garson
the formal warning required by the
iaw.

“You are herely cautioned that any-
thing you say mov be nsed against
you." Then., as the stenographer en-
tered, he went on with lively interest.
“Now, Joe!”

Yet once again, Mary protested, a
little wildly.

“Don’t speak, Joe! Don’'t say a2 word
till we can <ef a lawyer for you!”

The man met her pleading eFes
steadily, and shook his head in refusal.

“It's no use, my girl,” Burke broke
In barshly. *I told you I'd get you.
I'm going to try you and Garson, and
the whole gang for murder—yes. every
wme of you. And you, Gilder,” he con-
tinned, lowerinz on the young man
who had defied him so obstinately.
“vou'll go to the house of detention
as A material witness.” He turned his
gnze to Garson again, and spoke au-
thoritatively: *“Come on now, Joe!"™

Garson went a step toward the desk
and spoke decisively,

“I# 1 come through, vou'll let her
go—and him?' he added as an after-
thought, with a nod toward Dick Gil-
fer.

“We'll ret the best lawyers in the
ronntry,” Mary persisted desperately.
“We'll save vou, Joe—we'll save you!"

Garson regarded the distraught girl
with wistful eves. DBut there was no
trace of ylelding in his voice as he
replied, though he spoke very sorrow-
hlly.

“No, you can't help me,” be said sim-
ply. “My time has come, Mary. And
[ can save you a lot of trouble.”

“He's right there,” Burke ejaculated.
UIWe've got bim cold. So, what's the
pse of dragging you two info 1It?”

‘“Then they go clear?' Garson ex-
claimed, eagerly. “They ain't even to
be called as witneszes?"

“You're on!" Burke agreed.

“Then. here goes! Garson cried, and
ke looked expectantly toward the
stenogripher.

“AMy name is Joe Garson.”
“Alias?" Burke suggested.
“Allas nothing!" came the sharp re-

tort. “Garson’s my monaker. I shot
English Eddie, because he was a
gkunk and a stool pigeon, and he got

just whnt was coming to him.” Vitu-
peration berond the mere words beat
in his voice now.

“Now, now!” Burke objected, severe-
Iv. “We can’t take a confession like
that.”

Garson shook his head—spoke with

arcer hatred.

‘Because he wwas 2 sLUunk ana =
stool pigeon.” he repcated. “Harve you
got 1it?" And then, as tife stenograph-
er nodded assent, he went on, less vio-
lemtly: *1 croaked him just as hie was
going to call the bulls with a police

srhistle. I used a zun with smokeless
powder. It had a Maxim sllencer on

it, so that It didn’t make any noise.”
Garson ppused, and the set despair
of Lis featmes lightened a littie. Into
his voice came a tone of exultation in-
describably ghastly. It was born of
the eternal egotism of the eriminal, fat-
tening vanity in gloating over his in-
genuity for evil He stared at Burke
with a quizzical grin erooking his lips.

“Bay,” he exclaimed, “I'll bet it’s the ,

first time 8 guy was ever croaked with
one of them things' Ain't it?”
The imspector nodded affirmation.
“fome class to that, el ?” Garson de-
manded, gtill with that grewsome air
of boastinz. “1 got the gunn and the

Maxim silencer thing off a fence ln|

Boston,” he explained. “Say, that

I thing eoﬁt me 800, and TS WOTtH every
| cent of the money. Why, they'll re-
{ member me as the first to spring one
| of them things, won't they?”

“They sure will, Joe!” the inspector
conceded.

“Nobody knew I had it,” Garson con-
tinned, dropping his braggart manner
abruptly.

At the words, Mary startad, and bher
lips moved as if she were about to
speal.

“Nobody knew I had it—mnobody In
the world,” he declared. “Aad no-
body had anything to do with the kill-
ing but me.”

“Was there any bad feeling bastween
you and- Eddie Griggs?”

*Never till that very minute. Then
I learned the truth about whnt he'd
framed up with you.” The speaker's
volce reverted to its former fierceneis
In recollection of the treachery of on»
whom he had trusted.

“He was a stool pigeon, and I hated

bim! That's all, and it's enough. And
it's all true, so help me God!™
The Inspector nodded dismissal to

the stenographer, with an air of relief.

“That’s all, Williams,” he said heav-
ily. “He'll sign It as soon as you've
transcribed the notes.”

Then s the stenographer left the
room Burke turned his gaze on the
woman, whe stood there in an posture
of complete dejection, her white, an-
guished face downcast. There was
triumph in the Inspector's volce as he
addressed her, for his professional
pride was full fed by this victory over
his foes.

“Young woman,” Burke said briskly,

“it's just like I told you. You can’t
beat the law. Garson thought - he

could—and now”— He broke off, with

1a wave of his hand toward the man

who had just sentenced himself to
dentl in the electric chair.

“That's right.,” Garson agreed. with
spmber intepsity. His eves were grown
clonded again now, and his voice drng
eod lenden. *“That'e right, Mary.*™ he
repenten? dnlly. after a little pause
“Yon ecan't beat the law!" He hes-
itated a little, then went on, with n
ecertnin eurious embarrassment. “And
this same o'd Inw says a woman musi
stick to her man.”

The girl's eves met his with passion-
ate sorrow in their misty deeps. Gar
son mave 8 slegnificant glance toward
Dick Giider, then his guze returned to
her. There wns & smoldering despair
‘n that look. There were, s well, an
entreaty #r@ n command.

“30,” he went on, “vou must go along
with him, Mary. Won't you? It's the

best thing to do.”
The girl could not answer. There

was a clutch on her throat just then,
which would not relax at the ecall of
her will.

Of a sudden, an inspiration came to
him, a2 means to snap the tension, to
create a diversion wholly eflicacious
He would turn to his boasting again,
would call upon his vanity, which he
Enew well ns his chief fofble. and
make it serve as the foil agninst his
love.

*“You want to cut out worrying about
me,” he counseled. bravely. “Why, 1
ain't worrying any, myself—not 2 little
bit! You see, it's somethinz new I've
pulled off, Nobody ever put over any-
thing like 1t before.”

He faced Burke with a grin of gloat
ing again.

“I'll bet there'll be a lot of stuff in
the newspapers about this, and my pic-
tare, too, in most of *em! What?"

The man’'s manpner imposed on
Burke, though Mary felt the torment
that his valnglorying was meant to
mask.

“Say,” Garson continued to the in-
spector, “if the reporters want any
pictures of me could I have some new
ones taken? The one you've got of me
in the gallery is over ten years old
I've taken off my beard since them.
Can I have a new one?”

“Sure you can, Joe. I'll send you up
to the gallery right now."”

“Immmense!” Garson cried boisterous
lv. He moved toward Dick Gilder,
walking with a faint suggestion of
gwagger to cover the nervous tremor
that had eeized him.

“So long, young fellow,” he exclaim-
ed and bheld out his hand. *“You've
been on the square, and I guess you
always will Le.”

Dick had no scruple in clasping that
extended hand very warmly in his
oW

“We'll do what we can for you,” he
said simply.

“That's all right,” Garson replied,
with such carelessness of manner as
he could contrive. Then at last he
turned to Mary. This parting must be
bitter, and he Lraced himself with all
the vigors of his will to cambat the
wenkness that leaped from his soul.

As he came near the girl could hold
herself in leash no longer. She threw

herseif omn his breast, Her arms
wWreatned about his DecE. Great Sons
racked her.

“Oh, Joe, Joe™ The gasping cry was
of ntter despajr.

Garson’s trembling hand patted the
girl's shoulder very softly, a caress of
inlinite tenderness.

“That's ail right,” he murmured
huskily. *That's all right, Mary.”
There was a short gilence, and then he
well on speaking more firmly. “You
know, he'll look after you.”

He looked up over the girl's shoul-
der and beckoned srith his head to
Dick, who came forward,

“Take good care of her. won't you?’

Ile disenzaged himself gently from
the girl's embrace and set her within
the arms of her husband. where she
rested quietly, as if unable to fight
longer against fate's decree.

“Well, so long!”

{ He dared not utter another word,
“but turned blindly, and went, stum-
_bling a little, toward the doorman,

' who had appeared in answer to the
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“That's all right. That's all right,
Mary.”

inspector's &l

“To the gallery,” Burke ordered

curtly.

Garson went on without ever a

glance back.

There was a long silence in the room

after Garson’s passing. It was bro-
ken at last Ly the Inspector. who got
gp from his chair and advanced 1o-
ward the husband and wife. In his

gand he carried a sheet of paper, rough
ly scrawled. As he stopped before the
two and cleared his throat, Mary with
drew herself from Diek's arms and re
garded the official with brooding eyes
from out her white face.

Burke extended the sheet of paper to
the husband.

“There’'s a document.”” he snid gruoff-
Iy. “It's & letter from one Helen Mor-
ris, in which she sets forth the inter-
esting faet that she pulled off a theft
in the Emporinm, for which your Mrs.

Gilder here did time. You know, your
father got vour Mrs. Gilder seut up
for three yenrs for that same job—

which she didn't do. That's why she
had such a grud against your father
anid nrainst the law too!l”

Eurke chuckled, as the young min
took the paper, wonderingly,

“I don't kunow that I blume her much
for that griadee. when all's said and
Ione. You give that document to your
father. It sets her right He's a jost
manp according to lhis lights, your fi-
ther. He'll do all he can to make thines
rlehit for ber, now be knows. Now,
vou two listen. I've got to go out u
minutee. When 1 et back, I dont

Lrgs

wapt to find auvybody here—not any-
hody! Do you get me?”
L] w - - L L -
When the official was gone, the two

each at the other
What she read
m the man's st the woman's
heart to beatineg with a new delight.
What he read in her eves set the hus-
hand's IIe opened
his arms in an appeal that was a com-
mand. _Mary went forward slowly,
without hesitation, in a bliss that for-
zot every sorrow for that blessed mo-
wment, and cast herselfl on his breast
THE 7
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