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The Burglary at Gilder's.

mmee of the butler
wWwior's thonghts

rita-

My 1

tive 1 w ou to go up to the
roof il open ¢ seuttle You'll tind
S1 en waiting ap there Bring
o dow it They™ police o!f-
cers You get "em d y | s, and
il i Lo i l stay t re tii
1130 1 stapd’®”

I tler 1 at his ter for
il . R ing a nod, be sald:

“Very well

“How Jdo youn know they're going to
bry ¢ into tk e tonight.” G Lot
demianded of PBurke, "or Jdo you aonly
th they 're guing to break into the
Lo

“1 Enrow they are. 1 Gxed it.”

*“Non did ¥

“Sure; did It throarh a stool pigeon.™

“Oh, an Informer!" Gilder -.n;.."d;‘l-
ed, a littie doubifully

“3 ~ 1;: “stool pigeon
is ¢! e i hi Reall
he's vi L ng thut AW IS

“Eu think that," Gllder ex
postulated W do yvou 1 i ¥
thing to do with that sort ol pers

L it's zood business,.” the in-
BeClor ©e podd ‘We Enow Lbe's a spy
and a i that every tlme |
sl S nDear us i urht to use a dis
fnfectnnt DBut we deal with him just
the same beciuse we have to. Now,
the stool pleeon in this trick is a swell
English crool He went to Gurson
yesterdny with a scheme to rodb youl
ho ITe tried out Mary Turner, too,
but he t 1 Garson to lenve it alone
But he met Griggs afterward and
azreed € ] Grigzs got woridl
to i1 ] S OO ne off tonizght. and
80, you see. Mr., Gilder, that's bhow 1
Enow.

*1 s Gl r admitted wi 1t 3
enthusiasr it why Jdo you have
your men cowe down over the roof#

It wasn't safe to bring them in the
frout way It's a cioeh the house is
being watched. 1 wish you would let
me have your lateh Eey. I want to
C back a2nd make this coliar my

Put why uot stay, now that you are

b

SU] s¢ some of t I SAW I0e come
in? Thw wou t pything doing
until a the oo t azain’

T il door opened, and the butler
re-entered the room Behi him ca
Cassidy and two other detectives it
plain clothes At 2 word from his
m ¢ the disturbed Thomas with
lif{ W

“Now.” Burke went on briskly as
the door clused bLehind the vant
“wl e <con! these mien stay out of
sight until they're needed?

There followed a UHitle discusslon
which ended in the selection of =&
storercom at the end of the passage on
the g nd fioor

“And now, Mr jer.,” the inspec-
tor suid energeli “Tm going W
zive you the same tip 1 gave your man,

there.”

Go to bed apd stay

“Bat the boy,” Gilder protested
“YWhat about him? He's the one thing
of imj ince to me."

“1f he says aaything more about go
ine to Chirezo just you let him go,
that's all! It's the best place for hin
for the next few days,™ ‘

“You're in charge here,” Burke sald
to Cassidy, “nnd 1T bold you responsi
e i Cominge back w get this
bunch mysc!f, and I'll eall you when
X wianted You'li wait in the
=1 1 t there and dou't make a
move till von hear from e, unless by
Ay things go wrong and you
rot a4 call from Griggs. He's got a
wli and bhe'll use it if necessary.
Gol that straight? Cassidy declared

n tire understanding of the direc-
L -

As the men left the room Burke

turped again to Gilder

ne thing wore,”™ he sajid. “Art-
er I've gone ! want you te stay up for
a half hour auvbow, with the lghts
burning. Do you see? 1 want to Le
sure to give the Turner woman time
1o et here while that gang is at
WO

Gilder scrupulously followed the di-
rections of the police inspecter. TUn-
eastly ho had mained in the Hbrary
until the otted time was elapsed
ITe fidgeted from place to place, his
mind beavy with distress under the
It w that threatened to blight the
life of his cherlshed sou. Finally, \\'Elh
a sense of rellef he put out the lights
sl ent to his chamber.

11: boushits woere most with his son,
pnd ever as bhe thought of Lick his
fury waxed agerinst the woman who
bad enmeshed Il‘u- boy in Ler plotting
{or vengeance obn himsell., And into
hi houghts now orept a doubt, gne
t! Invioes]l his sense of justice. A
! epicion that be Gnd misjucg-
ed AMary Turner crfept inte his Drain

1 would not out. He Ffouzbt It with
aidt

- e
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Mary Was Utterly Wretched.

much, but ever it abode tnere.
Mary Turner herself, too, was In a
utterly wretched, and for the
cause—Dick Gilder, That source

condition

siine

of the father's sufferinz was hers as
well. She had won her ambition of
yeurs—revenge on the man who had

sent her to prison. And now the joy
of it was a torture, for the puppet of
her plaps, the son, had suddenly be-
come the chief thing in her life.

She bad taken it for granted that he
would leave after he cnme to know
that her marriage to bim was only a
device to bring shame on his father
Instead he loved her, That fact seem.
ed the secret of her distress. He loved

} -
18140

her Maore, !;*- dared believe, and to
assert boldly, that she loved bim. Had
he _-.r-~! ut.; srwise the matter would
have been simple enough, But he
ovid hern—loval her still. thooch he
knew the shame that had clonded her

iife. knew the motive that had led her
to accept kim as a husband. More—by
a sublime andacity he declared that
she 1

There ct

time

loved

ume @ thrill in her heart each
thouzht of that—that sbhe

The idea was monstrous,
and yet— Here, as alwajys,
a hot flush blazing in her

she

him,

she broke off,
checks.

Mary Turner was just rendy for bed
when a note came by a messenger who
wiited for no answer, a3 he told the
maid. As Mary read the

yuvwning

the way was free for the thieves’ com-
ing.

For a final safeguard Garson search-
ed for nnd found the telephone bell
box and unserewed the bells, which he
placed on the desk. He then took his
pistol from his hip pocket and thrust
it into the right side pocketof his coat
Once again, now, he produced the eiec-
trjc torch and lighted it as he extin-
guished the lamp on the table.

He then went to the door into the
hall, opened it and. leaving it ajar,

made his way in silence to the outer
doorway. The doors there were freed
of their bolts, and one of them swung
wide. So nicely had the affair been
timed that hardly was the door open
before the three men slipped in and
stood mute and motionless in the hall
while Garson refastened the doors.
Then Garson walked gquickly back to
the library. Behind him, with steps as
noiseless as his own, came the three
men.

When all were gathered in the -
brary Garson shut the hall door,
touched the button in the wall beside
it. and the chandelier threw its radiant
light on the group.

Griggs was in evening clothes, seem-
ing a very elegant young gentleman
indeed, but his two companions were
of grosser type as far as appearances
went—one, Dacey, thin and wiry., with
a ferret face; the other, Chicago Hed,
a brawny roflian. whose stolid features
nevertheless exhibited something of
half sullen good nature.

“Everything all right so far,” Garson
sald rapidly. He turpned to Griggs and
pointedd towand the heavy hangings
that shrouded the octagonal window,
“Are those the things we waut? bhe
demanded.

“Yes,” was the answer

“Well, then, we've got to get busy.”

Before he could add a direction he
was halted by a soft buzzing from the
teiephone. For an instant he hesitated
while the others regarded him doubt-
fully,

“We've got to take a chance.” Gar-
son went to the desk and put the re-

| ceiver to his ear.

rouzghly scrawied message, she was |

ucht in the grip of terror. The man
who had saved her from death had
riclded to Ttemptation As he had

saved ler so she must save him. She
into the gown she hnod just
put off, Then she went to the tele-
phone book and searched for the num-
ber of Gilder's house.

harried

A few moments before Mary Turner
received the note from the bands of
the sleepy maid one of the leaves

Dacey With a Ferret Face.

of the octagoual window In the library
of Richard Gilder's town house swung
open under the persuasive influence of

a thin rod of steel, cunningly used,
and Joe Guarson stepped confidently
into the dark room,

For a space he rested motionless,

Hstening intently. Reassured, he drew
out an electric torch and set it glow-
ing. A lttle disk of light touched here
and there about the room, traveiing
very swiftly and in methodical cire-
cles, Satisfied by the survey, Garson
crossed to the hall door, where he lis-
tened for any sound of life without
and found none. The door into tha
passige that led to the sturerooin
where the detectives waited next ep-
guzed his businesslike attention, And
Lkere agaln there was naught to pro-
voke his suspicion.

It seemed to him that everything
was in readiness for the coming of his
associntes. Tlere remalned ounly to
give them the signal In the room
saround the corner where they waited
st a telephone, Ile seated himself in
Gilder's chair at the desk and drew the
telephone to him.

“Give me 930 Bryant.,” he splj
There was a little wait. Then an an
swer in a voice he knew came over the
wire. I

Garson nicked up a peaholder from
the desk amd begun tapping lghtly on
the rim of the trapsmitier. It was 3
code message in Morse. In the mom
around the corner the tapping sounded

strentztl of him, and that was | clearly, ticking out the wessage that

There came again the faizl tapping
of some one

line, signaling a message in the Morse

codle. An expression of blank amaze-
ment, which grew in a flash to deep
concern. showed on Garson's face as

he listened tensely.

“Why, this is Mary calling,” be mut-
le!‘ed
*“Mary!" Griggs cried.

“Yes, she's on,” Garson interpreted a
moment later as the tapping ceased for

a littlee He translated in a lond whis-
per as the Iirregular ticking Doise

sounded again,

*I shall be there almost at once. I
am sending this message from the
drug store around the corner. Have
some one open the door for me imme-
diately.”™

“She's coming over!” Griggs cried in-
credulously.

“No, I'll stop her,” Garson declared
grmly.

But when after tapping a few words
the forger paused for the reply Do
sound came.

“She don't answer!" he exclaimed.

“On ber way already.,” Griggs sug-
gested. TNl let her in,” He drew a
small torch from the skirt pocket of
his coat and crossed to the hall door as
Garson nodded assent.

“God! Why did she have to come?"
Garson muttered. filled with forebod-
ings. “If anything shouid go wrong
now !

He turned back toward the door just
as it opened, and Mary darted into the
room, with Griggs following closely at
her heels.

“What do you want here? be de-
manded, with peremptory savageness
in his voice, which was a tone he had
never bhitherto used in addressing her.

There was only tender pleading in
Mury's voice. though ber words were
an arraignment.

“Joe, you lied to me!”

“That can be settled later!™ the man
snapped. His jaw was thrust forward
obstinately, and lis clear eyes spar-
kled defiantly.

“You are fools, all of you!™ Mary
cried. “Yes, fools! This is burglary.
I can’'t protect you if you are caught.
How can 1* Oh, come!” She held out
ber hands pleadingiy toward Garson,
and ber wvoice dropped to beseeching.
“Joe, Joe, you must get away from
this house at once, all of you! Joe,
make them go!™

“It's too Iate,” was the stern an-
swer. *“We're bhere now, and we'll stay
till the business is done.”

“Joe. for my sake!”

“l can’'t quit mow until we've got
what we came here after,” he declared
ronghly.

“Boys, let's get away! Please, oh,

please! Joe, for God's sake!” Her tone
was a sob.

*'m going to see this through,” sald
Garson doggedly.

With a gesture of despair she turned
away toward the door by which she
bad entered.

“You can't go.” Garson said sharply.
“Yon might be caught”

“Aund if 1 were,” Mary demanded In
a flash of Indignation, “do you thiuk
I'd tell?”

“Of course not, Mary. I know you.
You would go up for life first. Jnst
the sawe, you cau't take any chances.
We'll all get away in a minute and
you'll come with us.” He turned to
the men nnd spoke with swift author-
ity.

“Come,” he said to Dacey, “youn get
to the light switch there by the ball
door. 1f you henr me snap my tn-
gers, turn 'em off. Understand®*

With instunt obedlence the man
went to his station by the ball doer.

“Red.” Garson ordered, “you get to
that door.” He pointed to the one
that gave on the passageway aguinst

which be had set the chair tilted. Asj

at the other end of the|
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