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PROLOGUE.

Lovers of Romance, attention!

Here’'s a story you will like. It
tells of mystery under the dreamy
moon of the Pacific islands and
of love in the shady lanes of New
England—and what more can a
story reader want? The mystery,
of comrse, is infroduced early in
the tale, and the -love= follows
close after. Together they go
hand in hand through the pages
of the story, never parting com-
pany until the=- final chapter.
There the mystery departs, but
the love remains.

You know, of course, about the
auathor, Lloyd Osbourne. He
learned how fo wrife in a worthy
school, for he is a stepson of
Robert Louis Stevenson. And no
greater story teller than the latter
ever lived.

CHAPTER X.

General Mouse's View.
ATT gave an appalled glance

about the room—uat the pic-

tures, the tapestries, the rich,

dark, old fumniture—at the ele
gance, luxury and beaunty that every
where surrounded him. “You couldn’t
be excloimed, overcome. *“You don't
pnderstand what it is to be poor. You
see it staged and dressed up, and with
a row of footlights=, aud roses elimbing
over the cardboard cottage: but it isn't
ke that at all,. Chris; iCs ugly and de-
testable, and 1 should be the most self
jsa brute allve to let you do such a
thingz.”

“It needu't be ugly and ‘detestable,
Mutt,"” she returned, with a tender,
reproving serfousness.  “The trouble
is that poor people are usually poorer
sti’! in taste, and are bhorribly oil-
clothy, and given to chromos of Swiss
lakes swd sereaming green carpets.
Wé won't be that kind of poor. and if
you fight about it sny more 1 shall
think it is because you really do not
waut me."”

“0Oh, Chris, it iso't that. God knows
it Isn't that I—J—am a man, and
1"

She drew his head to her bosom.
“The mouse was some help after oll™
she murmured with a happy little
laugh. *“Lion ttmn..:h[ he was ar the
jumping off plece, but monsie caught
Iis beautitul frighrened il just in
time—though it :-uL an awful hbiz
mouse pull to save him froo goin
over—uand now she is going to Kiss hin
for being a stay at home work lion
and ready to fight the whole world
rather than let her go.”

“It's golug to be a hard business,
Chris.”

“l1 know It—but you mustn’'t get dis
couraged.”

“Apderson, the surveyor, might give
me & Job. 1 know something of that,
you Enow—a great deal.”

“Then there are the mills.”

“All too skilled for me, T'm afraid
and nnionized.”

“The telephone company *”

“Yes, I'll try them. The electric
brunch was very thorough at the
academy. I ecould take n dynamo to
pleces once, and, what's more, put it
together aguin and make It go”™

“You see, yvou know lots more than
¥on thought yon did.”

“And there is Beckles' bank. Ber.
kles is such a funny old fellow, Chrls;
fusatisble about the islands and spe
cially about the girls. Has dremms of
golng out there, I fancy., and turning
grand Turk, the fat old scallawag
When I sald the prettiest women in
the Pacific came from Manihlki and
Tahine he carefully wrote down both
names in a lttle hook, with the most
uwlish expression you ever saw, right
in the middle of stocks and bonds and
mortgages.”

“And Doty. PBe sure and remember
the Hev. Mr. Doty, Matt. He llkes
yon awfully well, admires you amd
looks up to you tremendousiy.”

“On, I'll manage somehow—some
way. And then £75 a month and you.™

“But try to save every penny of
what you have, and T'll begin saving
my allowance. 1 don't want to live at
Your horrid Mrs. Sattane’s. We must
have n Hitle home all of our own.”

“Well, that's a long way off. The
important thing pnow is to land a pay
envelope every Saturday night, isn't
n

“Important? Oh, Matt, von just
must!"

“And then you'll come—really come?
Chris, I still can't believe it.”

“You will when you've got $75 a
month."

“l may not even reach that all at
once. God Xnows, It may be hard to
get 8407

“That will be a start, anyway, and
if we do have to walt a little my allow-
ance will be mounting up.”

“We shan't wait #f I can help It
T'll turn the old town upside ‘ilogm.|

Oh, Thre,~wiid von To Work Tof W
couldu't I do!™

Matt strode homeward in a state of

indeseribnbile joy, thopsh with many

care ranning blackly through the

biright wool of his bopes and raptures.
He was pledged to a desperate plan
and one that wonld bring down on him
a universai reproach. Soch = mn

wonld shake Manaswan to its founda-
tlons and anloose n torrent of =zossip
that would Le harder to endure !11»1;3:
poverty itself. Alternately he gloated
over Chris’ fortune—those “three smug

I'I’J

There Below Him Under the Street
Lamp Were Two Men.

old houses”—and then inconsistentls
wished them to the devil. Matt was
proud mnn. and the thonght of being
wisrepresentead and misjudeed was
mwore than galling. What a homiliat
fne ficure he wonld eut before her f

ther when the inevitabie dayv of rech
oning arrived! He won b sieen

an adventurer preving on innoecence
and wealth Yet ever hefore him was

Chris herself. with 1 lips and

onng
inest of divine rizghits

assembled at suppses

ery backward nnd
s found them altogether
Lsres Wis 84 ney | il
ay haired. defery

man with a gold tooth, who wus cere
wonlously pMsented,
“Two good f’n;,.»\\_-: oucht to

each other.,” smid one of the bosrds
tnking it oo bimself to make the 1t
duction ~&ir. Broughton—Mr. B
Matt politely expressed hbis gratll

tion, and the two good fellows sub

"~

sided into their respective seuats M

Bates, as it appeared later, was spy
ing out the s;l..l for 4 shos fuactory
site angd had been very much impress-
ed by the possibilities of Manaswan

yes, sir; very much impressed Al
this Mart waked up and cultivated Mr

Bates as n potential dispenser of jobs

grew very animated and friendly nud
wus more than |-w:t~'n3 to learn that
Mr. DBates’ cowpany malniained the
i!:‘i:‘.' iple of the “open B -l-r]l.

Here was certainly a chance for a
nonunion man, or a shadowy chance,
anvhow, and Matt, with shoe factor)
possibilities dancing in his head, ub
sorbed himself in the conquest of Mr.
Rates. After supper. over a pipe and
& vigar., he utinued the good work,
evien broaching the subject tentatively

and receiving encotracement

With # feeliug that Le already had
a Imlldogish grip on the shoe busi
pess, Matr said good night and weit
up to his room, more thuan sutistied
with l.-i- evening's worlk. \- he lit =
mate however, nud touched it to the
gas Iu- was eonfronted I-_. n sight that
uruh* all these retlections from his
head. The mattress was twnbled and
bare: the buregu drawers were Gpeng
the room had been searclied in his
absence, and the moment he recovered
from his astonishment he Enew by
whom. They had been there, seckli
clew, a serap of paper anything thnat
might put them on Js fin Mort's track.
Impelled by an unpeconntable instinet
be ran to the window and looked out
There below him under the street lamn
were two men in clese conversntion.
All at once they turned and gazed up-
warid. revealing the faces of Mr. Bates
and Mr. Kay, and then they passed on
“:I'i were lost in the dim =treet

The next morning Matt was searcely
surprised to learn that Bates had de
parted. The representative of the shoe
cOMDADY WaAs 0o more—Iin any boarder
s:-l;s;——:;ml all thet remained of him
was a two<lollar bill on his dresser,
and Miss Gibbs' recollection of sundry
ereakings and tiptoeings in the middle
of the night. Yes, he had vawmished,
that quiet, deferential, gray haired per-
son with the gold tooth, and witlr him
also vanished Matt's job in the my-
thical shoe factory. The marveling
boarders would have marveled more
could they have known of Matt's dev-
astated room. but this he kept to him-
self, and professed to be as wnch in
the dark about Mr. Bates as any one
olse,

Afterward he sallied forth in bis
best clothes, and as sproce and well
groomed as he could make himself, to
seek work. The first place he tried
wae Mr. Beckles' bank, a small brick
strocture with plate glass windows
and a red headed cashier in a cnge
Mr. Beckles received Matt effusively in
an tnner office, profered a chatr, and
seemed rendier than ever to talk abont

south sean malds, and the respective]

allurements of Manibhiki and Uabine
The stout old dreamer was frankily

riiuge

and nnpleasanily gross,  Mn

far from sy

pnffected.  The arrocious

the oll! fellow jarred on him

have been wiser In I
had he preteaded to
thusiasm Instend. he <

the subject of hix Job wi

ness that made the grent

son to the ears and assune §

glon of e teets] guilt

Matt left not only withont

with the enns(

will belind Liim, » WS

ton, 1o learn that in spite
terated deninls he wus
rich man, and. 17 ol actond
had the reputation

imd far away estates

good day.

In Anderson’s office
ed a similar socinl tomble 1Ml 2
tar reject he enzine
first incredulons and then
ritddes. Jor Lie 2 O lunl a S
lusion As Natt left, fln

anger nnd in Anderson’s e}

victesl chieat, he perceived

[
e
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TlEﬂ UP BY FLOODS
DOWN [N TEXAS

ish, wns «is

Christmas Suggestions

For Her We Have:

Manicure Sets.

Perfumes Hudnuts, Riegers, ete
Toilet Waters—Hudnuts, Willow Vantines. et
hand-painted

Stationery, plain and fancy
Holiday Boxes

Hand Mirrors, Combs and Brushes.

Purses.

Fountain Pens

Iecy-Hot or Thermos Bottles
Kodaks and Kodak Albums

Lowney's Chocolates

Him We Have:

SI Tvﬁﬁwn. LLHB
[N TEXAS FLOGDS

";'._"'_':La;'e Reporis Tﬂll of Heavy
*|  Loss of Life at Sunnyside,

the Counis

Safety Razors Gem. Gillette
Duplex. etc

Lather Brushes

Cigars - 10, 12, ‘.f.'r 50 in box

Pocket Flash Lights

Fountain Pens

Purses

Iecy Hot or Thermos Bottles.

Kodaks and Kodak Albums, Tripods, ete.

Fine Case Pipes.

Christmas Seal Tissue and

Weyrich & Hadraba

CREST IS NEARIRG

Swell of Brazos River is Approaching |

THE GULF.

EMIL 6. MEISINGER
DIED AT THE PRESBYTER-
AN HOSPITAL YESTERDAY

From Tuesday's Dally.
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Prescription Druggists

CTREDITONS,

THREE SLAIN AT CALUMET

Two Strll-re Breakers and Boarding
Keeper Killed

ions !!t rlml‘d || :

1 mestings an

to defend their

|
| White House Bridal Couple in Londen '.
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1# in London |1
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|!|| the ﬂl-lrlri of Cass ('nuuly.l 1

Iln District court. Cass County,
Nebraska.
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In the Matler

Mrs. H. E. Beins of Creighton,
Nebh,, and Mrs. J. H. Harvey
Chamberiain, 5. )., whao
been here vistting al
of J. A. Harvey for Lhe
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their homes,
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