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PROLOGUE.

Lovers of Romance, attention!

Here’'s a story you will Iike. It
tells of mysteryunder the dreamy
moon of the Pacific islands and
of love in the shady lanes of New
England—and what more can a
story reader want? The mystery,
of course, is introduced early in
the tale, and the -love- follows
close after. Together they go
hand in hand through the pages
of the story, never parting com-
pany until the- final chapter.
There the mystery departs, bui
the love remains.

You know, of course, about the
author, Lioyd Osbourne. He
learned how to write in a worthy
school, for he is a sfepson of
Robert Louis Stevenson. And no
greater story teller then the lafter
ever lived.

CHAPTER IX.

The Key te Paradise.

HRIS was half reclining on &
sofa, propped about with pil
lows. and in a Chinese wrap

of magulficent old brocade, anll

gold and twisted embroidered dragons.

Her delicate benuty was unimpaired by

any trace of illness, though enhanced

by the unusual brilllancy of her eves
and a flush, too hectic for health, that
mantled the fine oval of her face.

Matt ran to her, taking her hands
and kissing them, and then sank on
his knees beside her. His cares. his
wretchedness, the misery of his renun-
cintion—all were gone as the soft bare
arms closed round his neck and drew
down his head. Somehow, mrysterious-
¥, he knew mnot how, the load was
Hfted from Lis heart.

She rualsed his fece and scrutinized
him with a pretty air of ownerslip
and a gravity that dimpled at the ceor-
ners of her mouth.

“A tired boy!" she said speculatingly.
“A wondering, worried, scared boy! A
boy who has been thinking too muct
and eatng too little, and, oh, dear.
what a scratched boy!”

*“1 got that climbing out of a Pull-
man window last explained
Matt, showinz his wrists =1 had to
break it with a shoe that an old gen-
tleman kindly lent me and got out in a
bharry.”

Chris’ eves opened very wide.

“What a funny. strange, impetuous
boy!" she exclaimed. *“Wasn't there
any door?”

“There were people banging that in,
yowling for my destruction.” contin-
ued Matt tantalizingly. 1 don't know
what they wanted, I'm sure, but they
were golog at it in the liveliest way
with an ax, and 1 chese the window
rather than wait and find out.”

“That was a prodent boy, but—bot—
where on earth did all this happen™

“In a private car, sidetracked near
the railway station.™

int how did you happen to go
there ™

*“That old gentleman fuok me there—
the one who lent me his shoe. Pald
me £50 for going and rode me there
in an automaobile.”

“But why®™

“I'm telllng it all the wrong end
foremost.” went on Matt *“It's an =x-
traordinary storyv—Cliris, it's astound-
ing 1 can’t make head nor tuil of it
1 was actually offared £100,000—think
of it, Chris, positively S100000-richt
chirre in greenbdcks to Defray & man
I knew. Had it forced on we—almost
stuffed in my pocket

Her surprise, disbellef even.
hirza to draw Tforth the
witness.

*“It's not a joke. Chris,"” he said. *1
bought that this morning and may be
mighty giad 1 did so.”

The momentary flush of steel was
thrilling in that quiet room and amid
such peaceful surroundings. Chris ut-
tered a little cry. breathing fast and
gazing at him in amazement

“You frighten me." she gasped out
“Matt, I'm frighte +«1. What does it
&ll mean? Tell me'™

“The tronble is 1 don't know myself,”
he returpned as a tide of depressing
recollections swept over him. “I am
somehow a blind cog in other people’s
business, and the thing that hits me
hardest is that they huve ruined me.

Chris, everything

night.”

caused
revolver in

I've Jost everything,
I counted on to make 8 start some-
where, 1 had $4.000 as safe as though
it was in the bank, and it's gone, sto-
len, God kpnows how, but they have
got it—robbed me, Chris, rolibed me.™

Hig voice was suaking. The renliza-
tion of his loss was unnerving him.
His shoulders hesved, “1 don't know
which way to turn. Four thousand
doellars ism't much, of course, bug it
meant you, I—I hoped it meant you
after what you had said; believed it
did anyway; counted on it. Yes, yon
and 1 together, no matter bow poor,

own. And now it's gone, and 1 baven't dollar us.""
inn}".hir,-;_a apd it means goodby, Chris “I might as well sho !

It menns goodl b\ Qtayv on here There's nothinge hers
He bowed his head in shame, refus- | C'hris, In this Iittle backwater of
ing to be comforted, while she whis- | place What shall it be—eiast or wes
| pered and whispered that she Joved try for u deep water ship or strike
him: that it would uever Le goadby. | out boldly for Colorade or Wyoming o
never, Matt, never; that as long as | somewhere?” |
they had each other nothine coukl “Go awayv? she eried. “No, I ean't
burt thein: that he w=as @ PooOr, - et youl g0 #2WAay I ean't, 1 ¢aw't, un |

| cious, foelish, silly, devoted boy person s8N don’t o ess ft's all
i“'ulmul any sense at all, who thoush She b e off, loul nt :"."'.h Tn
:bl- couid walk away from love and il only  to h rioshed in the
l leave it behind, ke an nmbrelin, Jjuse trong arms verborn | ded, panut
because Le hadu't £4.000° \s though | ing and e lon TR EL T nd 1
il made the least diference wi hes | 1 \ Of & s g 1 >
had, her lover boy, bher darline - he | Lrer hetter tha thinge thie w i
wias smrong and splendid asad bhrave | wotld eras! 2 T oever d
and big. And i that wasn't bei h|ing it Neo, she had ) s
what was? Awd he ..:|l Faest !-,._]-'!! ' S had b vy wicked an
he? And he wasn't to think sbe was | apkind: Lad 1 r e W ] rt M
Ill“!l}'\ a ”"]I'l'"“"- driavre thingz, o ' ottt ttles 3 tch 1
down on a sofn in a2 dragon co L, &at 3 | i ! h =1
Iug calfsfoor jelly. No, Indewd. shel : e 1 e ( i
wasn't, but able to go out aml fight terrl sinothered | Ve
too, and jump out of 2 Pulhuan win o bwr Torgive 123 W
dow, IT' need be, well o could liee T Ko ' )
and probably better, judgine Ly Lis | 1 (istant : . 2
poor, eut wrists, And work, ves, work W r Vyes T truly did |
her hands off for the wan =he loved 1 L W ’ "W
and be was that, was't he” He Lhn LT A, would o ' i le
he was that. sonelody 1 Lier |
Then the great secret trembled on Nor as =he n nging Ns, In
his tongue, sand it seemed hupoessible practieal young lad person  withot
to withhold it auy longer, for it had | an ST il ~N I, &
becotue essentinl for her to kuow It Wil=l I'l were | v Serio
Thut it was =afe in her Eeeplng was o y ’ it nid i L 1 i
sactilege to (ueslon i i S | | HMOT Latt ¢ o :
Aceordingly he told of Lotoalofa, of | whiny lion H [l SO
John Mort and Mirovos aud of his]| To 1 of w | It hEite
longe, loneiy vovages at the behest 1 witly oy w ps thu
this stropge. weulthy pair, who i Gre W rris than I
that waste of sen and reefs had nil bl « el 1
ed o mimic Eingdom and hidden then | r 1L i 0 tl
selves bevond the ken of men. He told d Ll 1
with pride of thelr rejiance o Lim, of | i mnmately 1 v b S
their steadfast troust and friendship. of | ont i ti o "l I A
the silence he had been pledsed to awd | w 1 have ! t th 1 i
which he had hitherto kept so logaliy 1] ing anvl ! hadu't (EEAY
“That’s the story.” said Matt In con- | bonse 1o ! b !
clusion. *If you can make head or tail | and s enstir v o ruid
of it, =o ahend.” with ‘ I ] s el |
“Of course be has ru 3 Chiris | fa v heir s t! & il
pliled with intense <1 “And | o WOrs Ly !
they want him back a hondred | 4 (3¢ 1
thousand dollars™ wi he 1 z Ti
“Azreed.” node () = ol ve-d
'\l]- aulting banker perhaps Mo = puart it: th
“*Kuows too little of mone I conld | »naa that w , 1
hive robbed f.li..in of thonsands.”™ scone into 1
“A South Amerlean president onsted | ¢ o | Néw York 1 :
by a revalution 1 A da ] = » 1
“He cannot speak Spanish. Go on.™ | Is g who 1 Y
“Perhaps this lovely Mirovana sm't| her &AW - ,
his wife™" I i |
“I've never thought she was, | syt that <t { (e
“The husband is o1 il P oo it l { Y 5
is ::'};:z; to fallow th . nil tet
“That isn't lkely. Besides. he sald | snen’s . \ v
it '-\'-.-t;ia'l shake the world. Those ; Gie 1 1]
his own words.™ ; pd—that i= 11
“How con'd J:I'--:-'.-lll\' being fonud 1 t her direciiog "1
any man—shake the world ™ ! 'h ¢
“That’s the puzzie of it i thiim | t—I bave b
“You are not positive of bis national- | o, oo 106 S Bt
ity * et el
“Well. I think he's a Germng e But awfulls J J 4
speaks German flucntly, thouzh French, | . =~ : -
too, for that ma ind Itulian.™ el ST
™™ Iwiti't LT I = 1 torm
; A
I w this r of o t mi i
frizihn i ¢ | I'mr glied—t
we call n fortune h I L 1
| K W hat—ret 1 did w ¥
| w It T 11 [rivg el rs
I—1 5 1t g ~l to it
Wi Wi 1 e marr
“*That's the sed e e et
hagps!™

Lut with Someé sort of d@ Ticie O onr

“What a funny, strange, impetuous

boy!"™

“But a GGerman’'s 8 German—they are
unmistakable.”

“I'm pretty sure he's

“And Mirovpa?”’

“Oh, less sure. 1 couldn't guess what
she is, but pessibir a Pele or some
eastern European. She has a profile
like n Byzantine medal.”

“I've known awfully German Eind of
Russians—stiff, autoeratic and yet de
lightful"”

*“Yes, he might be a Russinan™

“Oh. there it iIs! DPolitical refuges—
state secrets—the myrmidons of the
czar! It's as plain as daylight, Mnatt:
he's a nihiflist!™

“an awfully rich nihilist, Chris? 1t
hardly fits into one’s ideas of Rim or
Mirovna. What! A nibilist with au
inexhaustible supply of Bank of Eng
land notes?"

“How do vou know be doesn't make
them himself®”

“Why, I shonid have been landed in
jail so quick yon couldn’t have seen
my coattails.”

“Passing them 7"

“Yes, passing them.”

“1 give it up, then,” Chris exclaimed
with a baffled lttle ajr. “If you
vouldu’'t have found it out in six years
I suppose 1 needn’'t expect to in six
minutes, But it just makes you burst
uot to Enow, doesn't it¥"

“There’s & worse problem still—what
s 1o become ne

a German.™

of me?
“Us, Matt,” she corrected bim jeal-
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ously; “peoor iitle hundred-pud-twelve

Before then® Ll Chliris,

“1 don't care if it's ouly one room;
I'm not afraid, Nn
papa, and the way he I8 sur

it. Yon must stay here amnd get some

t—only =i
t rii

e to take

thinge to do, no matter what it is, and
s sO0n i= IT iIs enough for tw &
C AMatt, dear--I1'1 come if §i's

an h.”
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ANCER

IN WOMAN'S BREAST |

ALWAYS BEGINS a SMALL LUMP AS
THISand ALWAYS POISONS DEEPGLANDS
IN THE ARMPIT AND KILLS QUICKLY

| WILL GIVE $1000

If]l Faillo CUREany CANCER or TUMOR
I Treat Before it Poisons Bone or Deep Glundl

SUREPAINLESS
PLASTER CURE

Manyworkeveryday
iose no sieep nights

PayWhenCured
Written GUARANTEE

Cancer never palns
until it polasnsdenp.
100.Page Book =ent
free: testimoninisof
thousands cured.

WRITE 7O BOﬂE

CANGER 77 BREAST, LIP, FACE

or body always begins a small tumor, hunp or
sore {ell of polson and certalo death. I ewear
we haverured 10,000 cancers and refuse thouo-
sands dying—scared too late. Write to

DR. & MRS.DR.CHAMLEE&CO. o

DR. HURFORD-2 lady assistants
AB36 WEST RANDOLPH STREET, CHICAGO, ILL
Thia Mey SBAVE A LIFE, Send it Home
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HENDERSON DE LUXE 5-Passenger, $1785

The Henderson Kerosene Car Burns
Seven-Cent Fuel

from satisfied owners of Hendersons, one of which is reproduced herewith.

CAN YOU BEAT THIS?

COLUMBUS ROLLER MILLS

We have scores of letters

C. A. Schroeder, Owner
T. H. POLLO® !-1 AUTO CO COLUMBUS, NEBR., Nov. M
2218 Farnam St., Omaha, Nebr
Gentlemen:—
Yours of the recent date asking whether or no satlsfied with the euthefon sutomobiie
[ purchased from you sbout three months ago, has been received and will stale Lhat { am More T greases

with the Henderson ear.

#e more than the Hendersan, |

[ own two other automobiles, one u .I-.a_"f_-l'.".i_'(‘t: CAar. costing o
will say that 1 can take my Headerson car, burning re KeTosene over the stespesd hills aod over
rogads !Ji'l'!e bettor results than with my high-priced car, and Rt less thar ape-La 1 the axpene for e

| have driven my Hendéersson car over our country roads sl the rals o 45 muiles per DoUr and
know now much faster I could drive it. I am thoroughly satisfied with the Hepderson as sow Sl w iTh
the gasoline tank for starting, and the kerosene fuel for runbing ans it s a ariegt surtrss abd | <o it hes
itate to recommend it to anyvone thinking of irchiasing an Sutornoin e
" lpay 10cag , for keroseno and get " o 15 to 20 miles por gullon cu our couniry rosds
nat do this well on gusoline at 20 cents per gailon with soy other enr that | Know :

As as power, speed and hill-elimbing is concerned, | would 5= soon bhave my Hender st ‘e Sax
Four-Cl wer Kerosepe Car as any six-evlinder automobile | have sver see _ -

My Henderson has attracted considerahle attention in this viginity o - umber of my I Ja
talking '-'{ rrchas the Henderson car.

Wishing the Henderson Co. the best of suceess, | remain : -

| OLI's L .‘ SRR

He @@{@s ON

Henderson Lizht Four. Foar Cylisder F1545
$25.00 Extra for the Kerosene Eguipment,

Henderson Six Cylinder $2285,

Henderson De Luxe Four Cylinder, $1785.
Come ond See this Amazing New 1514 Cear
Windshield, Collins Certalns, 5,00 Warner Spesdometer,
Elght-day Clock, Extra Wire Wheel or Waod Rime. Cowi
. over size tires and 8 score ““Fear ahesd ' relinements

Flectirie St tarter

Full eguipped with Top. g
: aerd

Electric Horn, Electric Light,
Gravity Gasoline or Kerosene Tank

We have found it necersary to remove 10 more commodious gquartars on Bocount of our n"
creasing business and on and after Decomber ist, 1913, we will be iooated at 1970 Farna .-
in the rooms formerly occupied by the Cole Motor Co., and we invite all Cass County people
to call on us at our new quarters.

T. H. POLLOCK AUTO CO.

Henderson Distributors for Nebraska, Western lowa, South Dakota, Wyoming, Colorade
Telephone Douglas 6292 1910 Farnam Street, OMAHA, K NEBR.




