CHAPTER XX,
Soven Gold Reeds.
WATCHED her hands as they
deftly cut and fashloned some
dry reeds. The alr grew warm
a8 the sun ¢limbed to the zenith
and Hezeljnh flung aside bher coat.
e breeze caught the ends of her tle
and snapped them behind her. She
was wholly absorbed in her task, and
no boy could huve managed a pocket
lknife better. The first reed she made
n trifle longer than her hand, The
sncceeding ones she trimmed to grado-
ated lessening lengths, till seven in all
hed been cut, and then she notched
them
“Seven,” she murmured, lnying them
neatly in order on her knee. “1 re-
member the right number by a poem
I read the other day in an old maga-
sine

Bhe reached down and plucked sov- |

eral long leaves of tough gress with
which she began to bind the reeds to-
gether, repeating:

“Beven gold reeds grew tall and slim
Close by the river's beaded brim.
S8ymix, the nalad, filtted past;

Pan, the goat hoofed, followed fast.

“It will be ensler,” sald Hezekinh, “If
you hold the plpes while I tle them."

1 found ‘this propinquity wholly
agreeable. It was pleasant to sit on a
log beslde Heszekiah. It seemed no far
cry to the storied Mediterranean and
Pan and dryads and oaiads, as Heze-
kiah bound her reeds to the mugle of
etouplets. There was no salf consclous-
ness In her recitation. She seemed to
be telllng of something that she bnd
seen herself an hour ago.

“He spread his arms to clasp her there
Juwt as she vanished into alr

And to his bosom, warm and rough,
Draw the gold reeds close enough.

“T don't remember the rest” she
broke off. *But there! That's a pipe
fit for any shepherd.”

She put it to her lips and blew. |
ehnll not pretend that the result was
welodlous. She whistled much better
without the reéds, but the sight of her,
gitting on the fallen tree beslde the
lake, beating time with her foot, her
head thrown back, ber eyes half closed
in a mockery of rapture at the shrill,

wheezy uncertaintles and ineptitudes |

she evoked, thrilled me with new and
wonderful longings. A heart, a spirit
Hike hers would never grow old, She

was next of kin to all the elusive, fugl- |

tive company of the elf world, And on
such n pipe as she had strung together
beside that pond to this day Slclijan
shepherd boys whistle themselves into
tune with Theocritus!

“Take 1L she said. 1 can't tell
yvou more than I have, and yet it is all
there, Chimneys, HRead the riddle of
the reeds if you can.”

1 took the plpe and turned it over
carefolly in my hands, but 1 fear my
thoughts were rather of the hands
that had fashioned it, the fingers that
hnd danced nimbly upon the stops

“Phere are seven reeds—seven,” she
uffirmed

She amused herself by skipplng peb-
bles over the surface of the water
while 1 pondered, and I deliberated
long, for one did not llke to bilunder
before Hezekinh. Then 1 jumped up
and ealled to her.

| and the stalr and the secret spring by

“One, two, three, four, five, slx— |
soven! Not untll the seventh man of-

fers himself shall Cecilla have a hus-
baud. Is that the answer?"

For n moment Hezekiah watched the
widening ripples made by the casting
of her last pebble.
back and resumed her seat.

Then she came |

| ke to do that, but I bhad to assist

with o Tve abodt waledliod Him
for number six,” she concluded with
the manner of & queen who, abont to
glve her chlef executioner his ordess
for the day, glavces calmiy over the list
of victims,

“That's 0 good idea.
ferable
wrong."

“As we were sayving, about the note-
book,” she resumed, “the fifth man has
already been respectfully  declingd.
The dates of the proposals are written

The Siege
of the
Seven Suitors

Dick Is insuf-
I hope you baven't counted

fn the notebook, so 1 learned from the

book that Mr. Ormsby, Mr. Arbuthnot

and Mr. Gorse had proposed on the

’ steamer, FProfessor Hume, you know,

By triod Wis luck at Hopefiold, and Lord

Arrowood wust have stopped Cecllla as

MEREDITH NICHOLSON | ste was riding to the station on my

bicyele yesterday morning.
| 18 cooked.”

. spoke very highly of you. Papa and
{ you are the only gentlemen he met in
America, But now we come to Mr.
“,- ‘ Wiggins."
nink she has really been afrazo| “We do; and why in the name of all
;]llrat!utmpkln Wiggios would catch me.| that Is bt'autir.ul and good hasn't he
Now, I didn’t roam my sunt’s house| tried bis luck ™ ‘
just for fun, 1 was doing my best to| “Because, knowing Cecllia's admira-
keep Cecilia from getting into some| ton for him,” replied Hezekiah de-
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gcrape about that seventh sultor plan murely, “I have kept him so diverted

1 found out by chance how to get inta| that he hasn’t beefl able to bring him-
Hopefield and about the hidden stair N}.f to the l«:ulch. '

way and the old rooms tucked away| “You didn’t want bim to blunder in
there. Papa really discovered that. B the first, fourth or sixth man?"

A carpenter in Katonah who worked| Hesekiah gravely nodded her. pretty
ot the house helped to bulld papa's| head.

T o e o s

pepsia cure man, who also immortal that you were serfously interested In |&. 111,

ized himself by lnventing the ribless| Bimi"

umbrella, was very superstitious. Ha| “That is lke Cecllia. She's fine, and
belleved that if he bullt an entirely| wonldn't cause me trouble for any-
new house he would dle.
his architect build around and retalg| Hezeklah's sincerity,

those two rooms and that stalrway of| “But now that 1 see the light and un-

a honse that had been on the ground|derstand all this, how ecan we make

almost since the Revolution. Mr. Pep | sure that Wiggy will be on the spot at

perton, the wrchitect, bumored llhn.‘ the right moment? While we sit here

but hid the vemuins of the relle as far| he may be the sixth man! I might
out of sight as possible.” take care of Wiggy by nsking Cecllia

“Trust Pep for that! And he did {1| to marry me, belng careful to have him
neatly ! | nppear Johnoy on the spot when I had

“Yes: but it didn't save the umbrells| been duly declined.”
man. He died anvhow—or maybe his
ples killed him, Papa was so curlous| I were you” she replied, feiguing to
llnnk at an Imaginary bird In a tree top,
{“for i you had counted wrong nnd
| were renlly the seventh man she would
| have to accept you!”

“Hezoklah!"

“Oh, 1 really didn't menan what youn
thought T meant. We don't peed to
discugs It any more. That's the ordeal
I've arranged for yvou," she answered,
and set her lips sternly.

“Bot, my dear Hezekinh, by what
means con this be effected? 1 don't
|dare tell him the comblnation he's
playing against or sit on him until his
hour strikes.”

“Certainly not; you musin't tell him
or anybody else. You know the plan;
but you're not supposed to, and no-
body must know I've meddled. Mean-
while Cecllin must expose herself to
:[1mpnsn!s at all times, Auvnt Octavia's
| ieart would be bhroken If she thovught
Providence had been tampered with.
IShe likes Wigey well enongh, except
[that his ancestors were all Torles, and
{he can't be a Son of the Revolution.”

She rose and pointed to her cont

“Dirop It Into the boat for me, Chim

novs  We eet in funny places. don't

we?  Papa expects we for luncheon,
amd | must row back and got my bl
feyele. Yon? No, you ean't go slong
you've got n lot of thinking to do. am!
:ynn'd better be doing it,"

A few minutes later, as |

f;" L=

'9?;”” s [along the bighway toward the Pres
cott Arms, 1 saw Ceeilln Hollister rid

swung

u| wish, Hezekiah, that you would stay| o

toward me at n gnllon
caught!™

She erosgsed the bridge without cheok-
about it that he took me with him on IDE ber horse, and then, with n hurried
nlght just before Aunt Octavia moveé| Klance over her shoulder, she pointed
: i th her crop o o byway
wvo, and he and 1 found the room:| Wi el
here, . I hurried after her and found her
which, if you kuow just where to poke| Waiting for me In a quiet lane. She ind
the wault in the fourth fHoor hall you !tllw'llltr-;mh-lll .".111;1 qw:-!;'*l greatly dis
J fsappenr 4s mysterionsly as yor|Wroed s 1 nddressed her.
".I“.'.i:?_’_,""“ =2 ' “I hadn't expected to meet you. |
l :'lI!.n.t how ou eurth did you darke: thonght you rode off with your aunt to-
10w " ; b . . =ard Mont Lsen”
the halls so easlly? You nearly gave s .I.’ l G ¥ oy
= mse dolug thit!” We did, but on our way home Aunt
iy h"-”li disease dolug that: T £'s Octavin stopped to call on a friend, and
“Oh, that wns a mere matter o . It Foal | ST L T
young lady In haste! When 1 foung :l::.{r‘|l:[r‘::| II r:-“,.rn-”..:-l I:1 -{r.xl.l‘ ﬂél \:. tt\-”-:v-lnl:'l'q
how ecasily 1 could pass you on thi ln':. “{.\-hﬁ..r-" Ji” 1II|j pond “‘“;I\l] l.l ,:;.
alr it beeame u fascinating game, an 2 ikl s g e e g
sm‘h‘ it by l-i”.‘l 'tlrr;:]‘”l“;: L:\‘-i“h: lm‘f.r..rw]. Just after 1 left Aunt Octavia,
:t W “l; :l”1:illl tnké vou i 'i 'lt:-h ¥ when who should ride up beside me but
ong ‘onld thke yo y CULC . ” L P, o hae svldently be
“I wish, Hezekinh, that vou woull Mz, “.L"I“' .-” ROSIETINENTR haen
e :it'-" . following me
Mfl,';! p‘”_“_'_!_ : very careful. sl Bhe expected me to expross surprise,
BENEIT . DNER = CIRERA Yy A | and with the Information that Heze-
kinh had just imparted fresh in my
mind I dare say she was not disap-
pointed In the effect of her words, I
wias thinking rapidiy and fearfully, f
my friend had sought her in the high-
way und offersd himsell in some fresh
accesslon of ardor he might even now
be a rejected and hopeless man, but
wis unwilling to belleve that thls had

Hyely

We'n
talking bustness now. There's another |
ordenl for you before you dare become |
gentimental." '

“Then hasten. Let us be after it." |

“I'hings are in o serions predicament,
I can tell you. 1 was frightened when
I looked Into thdt notebook. [ didn’t

Providence a little, Flve men have al-
ready got their quietus.”

= = happened.
I "“Then why don't they clear ont and p‘[‘ru 't vou tell "
| 8top their nonsense?” Bit-you tell me what happened

“You have done well, Chimney Man, |
and now I'll not make you guess any |

more, though 1 found It all out for my-
golf. When Aunt Octavin gave that
memorandum book to Cecllla 1 knew iL
musl have something to do with the
seventh man, You know T love all
Aunt Octavin's nonsensa because it's
the kind of foolishness [ like myself,
and the {dea of a pretty little note-
hook to write down proposals In wus
precigely the sort of thing that would
have occurred to my aunt.  And it was
in the bargaln, too, that she herself
ghould not In any way Interfere or iry
to Influence the course of events It
ghoulil be the seventh suitor, wlly
nilly, And I suspect she’s been a little
genred too”

“She hos indeecd
rendy to throw the whole scheme over
last nlght Your naughtiness had gol
on hier nerves,”

“You misged the target that time

At l_.'l'il:rn\'-| h_:}lw my l:'I!'-'I_;.;‘Ul_lnr b

She wnas almost

ln the road when Hartley rode np be-
slde you'?"

"“Oh, nothing happened; really, noth-
ing! Notlilng could have happened for
the excellent reason that | ran away
of one nnother, those men. That's the E:;,l;‘ l:ll::m 11;;{,“[::: :)t“v:lg;thl:‘edr:::gll;:
reggon they've been herding together | “’.::- ;

50 I:ll.n:i‘l: .\Iluvo the tir!_lt day you came. | “If it hind been Mr. Dick who had
Mr, Wiggins wos taking 1t for granted jolned you in exactly the same way In
that be was the whole thing—just lke | ) hi;:hw:u‘ voit wonld not have
the manl—nnd those others forced him minded In }!'m‘“,lm Misg i]olilutm'.
to join in some arrnngement by which [sn't that the Iruth'{"l i '
they were to hang together. These ]

calls i a buneh cnme from that, as Lo He
though any ofie of them wouldn't tuke
advantage of the others If he saw a

“Oh, it's their pride, 1 suppose, and
every man probably thinks that when |
Cecilla has seen u little more of him in
partienlar, In contrast with the others,
he will win her favor. They're afrnid

continued.)

Lame back is usually caused by

chance! Some of $hls 1 got from Wig \tism of the niuscles of the
gy hlmwself, the rest T just guessed.” o ! e Yk oy 5 A

Hot you may not know that they back, for which -you LA P
sent a delegation after me Into town helter than Gha lain's

to warn me off the grass." L, nent. For sale by F. (. Fricke
Fhat was Me, Diek. e nover saw | & |

me when Cecliin was around, and e

wis  terribly spippy  sometlmes and

supercitiovs, but I'm going

L ng

FOREST ROSE—TI
on the markel

bost [lour

to_get evet

Ghive It a Lrial

His goose

| “He stopped to tell papa goodby and e

“And while you were engaged in this

80 he hnd| thing;” and there was no doubt of

“Tm! 1 ghouldn’t take any chances if

FORTY YEAR AGD

items of Interest to Old and New |
Residents of City Which Were
New Forty Years Ago. |

The bridge back of Dr. Schilid-
knecht's office  has  gol the |
chronie  Iifls  =zinee the circus
man went for i, and needs medi-
eal altendanee,

Wi, Stadelmann, esq., relurn-
ed Trom Franklin, on the Repub-
lican, Monday, looking as fresh
and new as if he had jusl been
ground over and come oul a uulhm"
A,

The "B, & Q. have taken
chiarge of the boalt “Viee Presi.
dent,” and will transfer cars for
86.00 cach, instead of the form-
gr price, 210, Quite a necessary
reduction and one that will be
very much appreciated.

Dicd—In thiz cily at 3 o'elock
salurday, July 12, 1873,
Mrs. Lucinda Billings, wife of 8,
5. Billings, aged (8 vears, 9
months and 6 days.

The funeral services (ook place

ab the  family  residence al 2
gelaek p.om. on Sanday, July 13,
187,

We learn that the fire deparl-
menl of (his place has delecrmined
hook and ladder
All persons desirious
of joining this conppany ean hand
i Lheir names (o either  of Lhe
following persons: John A, Mae-
Murphy, president; Frank Stadi-
er, second assistant; William New
ville, or James Grace, Next Wol-
nesday there will be a meetling .lili
the éngine house. Turn oul, boys,

o organige a
COMpany,

A man by the name of ||.'n‘]n-1'|
clatms 1o own  several lols and
things arotnd Plattsmouth,
among  the rest the Tot  Henry
Boveek's furniture store stands o1,
and last week he warned Henrey off
Lhe premises, Boeek got dis Duleh
up and lold Harper he was play-
ing on the wrong sitring, and he
might 2o (o a warmer climate
than 102 degrees in the shade, and
0 the matter until the
Judge shall Havp em all into court,
Wit expect,

Ir'esls,

Hesser's pienie passed off wilth
greal eelal,  Just  as evervhndy
was dey and dusty and willing for
a liltle heavenly
shower deseended and cooled and
witlered eyervane s thal all went
e delighled, One man Lo
whany we addreessed the inquiry,
“What Kl of o time did yon
hove al the pienic? repliod, “*Niee
pleasanl, very
pleasant,” which his

motsiuare a

Piroey, maoast o
b=l and

nae was Billy Hobbs, and an-
pther told us (hat Prof. d'Alle-
mamd  ecould nol possibly hiave

i
[ togude @ dey spesch, hetause of the
shiwet, Ourselfl and wile, Lhe

dorg and Bulterfy's  two black |

M= s,

started Yo come, bul mol |

aeared ab the big eloads and Lurn-

el baek 4V - ,§:|||Fh.-f .-!|,]|||'.
I|,.~,.r-

workowm i Lhe maehine
JITER i|r||n'|| l',l!fil';. l'_|'_',|.- 1’“'“.

e down dead from Lhiearl disense
He hacl
gone ome feom s work and was |

sSaburday evening last

kg the cow when e tawmbled
oll 1he deaud His
wins largely

1ol funernl

on Monday attended
Frank While, ‘sr., 1ol
(K1) l.lll'.'-liil.l\, where
conlraet of moving
igs
WELKS,

e hoas the
build-
several

SOme

He will be absenl

Mr, Stadelmann's bakery build-
ing on the corner of Main and
Rixth streel is nearing comple-
Lion, and - whén  finished Mr. ‘4'
will be possessor of one of the
hest finished buildings in town,

for Crete
|
|

Wa call
law ftirm
sl

attention to the new
of Bmith' & Windhami, |
apened in ths town.  Their)
card will be found in next \\m-k'_wll
paper,  Mre, Smith has been long|
and favorably known lo our peo-|

ple us a pariner of Mr. Marquett. |

Me. Windham is a graduoale of|
the  Michigan  University Law)|
sehoal, and a voung man of mueh |
DICHTIESe, |
We hihd aquile an alarm of fire

| Miesday oveni The chih-|
|delicr  § Solomon & Nathan's|
‘ i brake down. and the oil Nv.]
or a few  moments If;

d ax if wo should have quite |

L deeoent eontlagralion \ !:\:'_'v:
vil galthoered sl once, and we

are happs and  proud 1o ~-'II--I
Iha!l Lhe Baheoek and all the bhovs
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Loy wers needed, however, a fow

cipient blaze

Union Fire Company mel in
Firemen's hall last evening for
the purpose of electing officers for
the gnsuing year. A gayver, bel-
ter satured or jollier set of fel=
lows never came together, With
their  red shifts and new hals
cocked o In mode on thetr true
firemen’s head, they looked the
mage  of the lads thal do and
dnre, ’

The prelimingry  business of
the meeling over, the ballot for
oflieers ook place, resulling as
follows

Chief Engineer—J,
SCH.

Assistant
curtis,

President—John A, MeMurphy,

seorelary—A, d'Allemand,

Treasurer—H. Newman.

Officors of the engine company:

Foreman—Frank Stadter,

First Assislant Foreman—Wm.
Noville,

Secomd  Assistanl
I'. J. Mottaer.

OfMeers of the hook and ladder
company

Foreman—P. D. Bales,

W. Johin-

Engineer — Henry

Foreman—

First  Assiglant  Foreman—
King.
Second  Assgistant  Foreman—

AL Despaine,

A linance eommittee for both
companies was  then appointed,
consisting of Dr. Livingston, Fred
Stadelmann and Henry Beck for
the engine ecompany, amd W.

Shevoek, King and Stincheomb for
the hook and ladder eompany, l

Cur fire  department  is now|
fully organized, and they are a
fine body of men thal the eily mn_\'i
be proud Lo acknowledge,

Ope of the B, & M, R, R, boals
deapped lier apron in Lhe rpiver
last week, and two cars tumbled
oul of her lap inte the river,

George Fiekler will move up in
the building next the court houes,
formerly oceupied by Morrison &
shannon, We  bespeak a good
lrade for George in his new
quarleps,

Mr. Samuel Thomas will ship
fourteen head of pure blood eat-
tle (o the state fair next week for
exhibition. They are fine animals
and no doubt will deaw a prize of
some magnitude,

The bridge on Yine streel be-
tween Sixth and Seventh i being
laken up and a substantial one
pul in in its stead. Robinson's
clown said he was afraid Lo risk
the elephant on the old one, bul
we imaging thig one will be suf-
ficienl Lo support him i he gels
around  in this section  of the
counlry again,

Gen, Ring, in command al
Omaha Bareacks, has been visil-
ing our town as a guest of Chap-
lnin - Wright.  On 'Tuesday he
wits taken out o Duke's addition
by Capluin  Bennell  and pur-
I'Tl.l-\l'll =ixleon ||r|-'_

These lols are sueh
1o person

"ﬂllll il
reasonable terms Lhal
need e withonl
an investment

a home, and as
Lhey
the altention of strangers,

evoen altract

\ new company has been form-
dddoin Plattsmonth for the purpose
of buving and grain
[V

dealing in
Thes

and other produce.

presenl building, und to Lransaoct
business on a large and whole-

| s0mo hasis, paving fair rales for

ull grain, and doing business on
the square, generally.

The oflicers  of the company
are: K. G, Dovey, president; B,
T. Duke, treasurer. Directors, E,
G, Dovey, J. W. Bultery, D.
Sehapassge, F. R, Guthman and E.
T. ke,

Their warehouse is umder way,
and the company  expeete to be
ready for business by the 10th op
15th of the present month.

-

CONDITIONS HAVE GREATLY
INPROVED IN UNION

Lasl week The Ledger reluct-
untly referred Lo the need of some
reforms

in this village, par-
tieularly as o oconduel and
language on the sireets, and

while we do not pose as dietator,
hero or reformer, we are greatly
pleased (o note thal thers has
been  some improvement  along
the lines we suggested. We are
also pleased to observe thal no-
body appeared o lake our re-
marks as a personal rebuke, and
it does seem Lhat we dropped
some few words that placed the
maller in proper light, Wa
sincerely hope thal it may never
agan be necessary for us fo
oriticise  the conduel of anyone
nid that peacs and harmony may
IR supremnie,

The practice of using profane
and obseene language anywhera
is not just the proper thing, but
perhaps often results from sud-
den anger or impulse, but il was
profans and vulgar language on
the streets in the hearing of
ladies and children that we pro-
lested against, and il is gralify-
ing o notiee  the improvement,
and hope it will be  permanent,
and praise is due those who have
given the matler serious Lthought
and  adled  accordingly.—Union
Lodger,

For the Weak and Nervous.

Tired-oul, weak, nervous men
and women would feel ambitious,
energetie, full of life and always
ave a good appelite, if they would
do the sensible thing for health—
take Eleetric Bitlers, Nothing
hetler for the stomach, liver or
kidneys, Thousands say they owe
their livea Lo this wonderful home
remedy,  Mrs, 0. Rhinevaull, of
Vestal Center, N. Y., says: "I re-
gard Electeic Bitfers as one of the
greatest of gifts, Iean never for-
gel what it has done for me" Get
a bolile yourself and see whal a
diference it will wmake in your
health.  Only 5H0g and 84,00
ohe, Regommended by F. G,
Fricke & Co,

Some Fine Sign.

firm of C, E. Wesooll's
who are Lhe agents in
Plaltsmouth for the Munsing un-
derwenr, have secured 150 fesl on
the inside of Lhe base ball fence
and have placed a sign for this
excellent make of underwer Lthere.
The sign can be seen well from
the  Burlinglon  depot, and all
trains, as well as on the ball
grounds, and it cerlainly 15 a
sign o be prowd of, The letters
on the sign are some soven feel
\\-ll!l’.

The

Bons,

Kalholoky
on Thursday night,

Tyl feirgel I he
Sokol danee

pose o ereel & warchouse on the | May 20—the night before Decora-
stding, southeol Cotler & WHILES | [jon day.
———— — — I

AUGUST

BARGAINS-

-Gorn Planters!-

Sure drop, variable edge drop, high wheel

336.00

WHILE THEY LAST!

Plattsmouth, Nebraska
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