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PROLOGUE.

Did you ever read a story in |

which humor of the finest and |

most delicious sort played the‘

leading part? Did you ever
tackle a tale which made you

gasp by the originality of its |

ideas? Did you ever meet some | I believe this was ber day.

aiterly impossible persons who |

never lived and never could have
lived and whom you might meet
any day of your life?

They're here, right here in this
story. They have the most im-
possible adventures and get into
the most impossible situations,
Jjust as you or I might any day
if the stage were set just right
Jor us. Furthermore, they are
very entertaining people, and
they hold the interest from first
word to finis.

CHAPTER L
My Friend Wiggins Is Introduced.

DINED with Hartley Wiggins at

the Hare and Tortoise on an even-

ing in October not very long ago.

It may bo well to explain that the
Hare and Tortoise is the smallest and
most select of clubs, whose windows
afford a pleasant view of Gramercy
park. The club is comparatively young,
and it is our Joke that we are so fur all
tortoises, creeping through our several
professions without nid from any hare.
I hasten to explain that | am a chim-
ney doctor. Wiggins is a lawyer; at
Jeast | have seen his name io a lkst of
graduates of the Harvard Law school,
and be has an office downtown, whers
I have oceastonally found bim sedately
playing solitaire while ne waited for
some one to take bim out to luncheon.
He spends his summers on a South
Dakota ranch, trom which he derives a
considerable income.

Wiggins s an athiete. and his sum-
wers in the west and persistent triin-
ing during the winter keep him in tine
condition. As 1 faced him tonight in
our favorite corner of the Hare and
Tartoise dining room the physical man
wias fit enongh. but I saw at once that
he wus glum and dispirited. He bud
through maoy years honored me with
hig contidence, and | felt that lnm;:yt
after we got well started 1 should hear
what was on his mind, | hoped to
cheer him with the storye@f a visit |
had by chance paid that afternoon to
the Asolando ten room, for, though Wig
gins 18 a most practical person, I lm-
agined that he would be diverted by
my description of a place which, 1 felt
sure, nothing could tempt him to visit
1 shall pever forget the look he guve
me when | remarked at aboot his third
spoonful of sonp

“By the way, | dropped into an oda
place tnis afternoon—Buarne-Jones bous
Boasetti macaroons and all that sort of
thing. They call it the Asolando” -

I wus ambling on, expecting to
sharpen bis curiosity gradually as | re-
cited the joys of the ten room. but at
Asolando hi= spoon dropped, and he
stared at me blankly. 1t should be
known thar Wigging is not a mun
whose composure is lghtly shuken.

“The Asolando.” | repeated, to break
the spell of his blank stare. “Knoow
the place?”

He recovered in a moment, but he
surveyed me quizzically before reply-
ing.

“Of course | have heard of the Aso
lendo, but 1 thought yvou didn’t go in
for that sort of thing It's a tritle girl
ish, you know.'

“That’s bardly agninst ft! 1 foond
the girlishness altogether attractive”

“You nlways were tolerably suscep
tivle. bat brolled butterfiies and moth
wings' gonflle seem to me rather pale

food for n wman o your vigorous
bealth.”
“They must have diseriminated In

your favor., | saw no such things.
though te be sure | was afrald to guib-
ble over the waltress' suggestions. May
1 ask when yon were there?”

“Oh. 1 dropped In quite secldentally
one day inst spring. 1 saw the sign
and remembyred thiat somebody had
spoken of the piace, and | wans tired
and it was n long way to the club
and"

Disslmulation 15 not an art as Wig
Eins attempts to practce it ot times
He 18 by nature the most stralghtfor
ward of mortals. It was clear that he
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was withholding something, and ] re-
solved to get to the bottom ot It

*1 don't think the Asolando is a place
that would attruct clther of us, and
yet the viands are good as such stuff
goesg, und the gentle bandmaidens are
restful to the eye—Pippa. Fraucesca,
Gloria and the rest of "em.”

Wiggins pried open his artichoke
with the eare of a botanist. He had
reguined his composure, but 1 saw that
the subject fnterested him,

“You were there this afternoon?’ he
inguired.

“Yes, my fiist and only appearance.”

“And this Is Monday."

“The calendar has sald It"

“So you settled your bill with Plppal
She makes
the change on Monday, Wednesday
and Iriday. Her eyelaghes are a tride
too long for the world's peace.”

“I dare say. | haven't your eharming
knack, Ames, of picking up acquaint
ances, s0 you Il‘l'llﬂl!l'l I‘_'&]H.‘Ct me to
form lifelong friendships with yonng
women nt cash desks, 1 suppose it
didn't eccur to you thnt those young
women who tend till and serve the
tables in there are persons of educa
tion and taste. The Asoloodo is not a

I common hashery. There's not a girl In

that place who basn't a soclal position
as good ms yours or mine. The Aso-
lando's a kind of fad, you Know,
Ames: it's not a tavern within the
meaning of the inkeepers' act, where
common swine are fed for profit. The
gervants serve for love of the cause;
it's a sort of cult”

Wiggilns excused himself shortly,
and 1 had a glimpse of bhim later, in
the writing room, engaged upon let-
ters, a fact in itself disquleting, for
Wigglns never wrote letters, and It
was he who bad favored making the
Hare and Tortoise writing room {into
a den for pipe smokers. The eplistolary
habit, he malntalved, was one that
should be disconraged.

I was moodily turning over the even-
ing newspaper when Jewett turned up
Jewett always knows everything
fmmedinte ioterest with & neat
proach shot

“Too bad about old Wiggy." le re
marked with his preinding sizh

“What's the matter with Wiggins?
1 demnanded.

“Al! He haso't told yon?
be told you everygthing.”

This was meant for a stinger, and |
felt the bite of it,

*“You do me too much honor. Wig
ging Is pot a man to throw around his
confldences.”

“Ang | eather fancy that his love
alfairs in particolar are locked in his
bosom.”

Jewelt wns 4 master of the art of
sugeestion. He took an unnecessarily
long time to light & cigar so that his
words wight sink deep into my con
sclonsness

“Snw her once Iast spring  Got a
sight draft from the Bank of Eros
Followed ner across the multitudinons
sen. Baugl

“But Wiggr bhasn't been abrona
Wiggy wias on bis Dakotn ranch all
summer. He's all mooed from the sun,
Just ns ne s every fall,” | persisted.

“Wrote yon from out there, did be?
Sent you pleture postals showlng him
berding s eattle or whatever the
beasts are? Kept in toneh with yon all
the thmoe, did ne* ) tell you his Ane
color Is due to Switzeriand, oot Da
kota '

“Wiggins lsn't a letter writer nor the
gort of person who wants 1o paper your
house with picture postala.  His not
writiug doesn't menn that be wasn't on
nis raneh,” | replied, annoyed by Jew
ett's nunner

"Never dropped you before, though,
I wager,” be chirrmped. *1 tell you
he saw Miss Cecllin Hollister at the
Asolando teasbop. just n glimpse, bul
almost immediately he went anbroad In
pursuit of her. ‘U'he chevaller—that's
her Aunt Ocetnvin—-was along and aon-
sther ulece. My sister saw the bonch
of them in Geneva, where the chevaller
wis brenking records, A whole troop
of sulters followed them everywhere
My sister kpows the girl—Cecllin—and
she's known Wiggy all ber life. She's
just home nnd told me about it last
night. She thinks the chevaller has
Bowe absurd scheme for marryiong on

ap

Thonglir

the girl. It's all very goeer, our Wiggy |Judge Allen J. Beeson loday. The
belng mixed up o e geceidsed wias resident of near
“Don't be absurd, Jewett. ‘There's|\) ing Waler and was the own- |
nothing unusual in a man being i love | o o o very fine  Taror in thal
That's one fashion that doesn't change| |, cnlily. where the Rose famils
much. | venture to say that Wigging| ided Tor | VAT PoJ
will prove a formidable sultor. Wig Rosil & SO hore Loday look
gins Is a gentleman, and the glrl wonld| tare 1 , :
be lucky to get him." i ' -
“Quite right, my dear Ames; bat, |
alas, there are others. The compet-| I'Mere are g few boxes of sia- |
tion {8 encouraged by the aunt, the|;n. ry on our bargain counler,

veterun chevaller. My sister suys the
chovaller seems to favor the suit of a

He |
dropped the ball into the green of wy |

| Nebrazka philosopher who rejolces in

| the welodions same of Diek

tewelt was playiog me for all by
Sy wWus worth and etjoying Dotisssd
Hinmensely

“For heaven's sike, 20 on?

“Nice girl, this Cecllln. Yon Know
the Hollisters—oodles of money in the
fawily. The chevaller's father scored
big in baby boggies—tespousible for

:llw modern sleep inducing perambu-
| lwtors; sold out to & trast ™ The
ther of Wigzging' inumorata bhad started
in to be a wurioe ppioter. A founder
| of this club, come to think of it but

| dropped out long ago. You have heard

| of bim—Bassford Hollister Fanny
thing bis having to give up art. Great

gifts for the warine, but never could
evercome lendency (o seasickness
| Honest! Every tme he painted
|'wave it upseét him horribly. The doe
tors couldn't belp him. Next tied his
hand at the big gulehes downtown
There was a chance there to bt ofi
the metropolitan skyline and become
fmmortal by doing it first, but a new
trouble developed. Dolng the high
bulldings made bim dizzy! Honest!
He was good. too, and would huve
made a place. but he had to cut It out
He was so torn up over his two fallures
that be blew in his share of the per-

Lost his wife into the bargain und has
settled down to a peaceful Hfe up in
Westchester county in one of these
cute lttle bungalows the real estate
operators build for youn if you pay a
dollar down for a picture of an acre
lo "

“And the daughter?”

“Well, Bassford Hollister has two
daughters. It's the older one that has
stolen Wiggins' beart away. She's
Cecllin, you know. Very literary and
that sort of thing, and pushed tea and
cookles at the Asolando when that
Idiocy was opened. Wiggins saw ber
there last spring. Miss Holllstér, the
gunt. whom I'm fond of calling the
chevalier, picked vp her nleces about
that time and hauled them off to Eu.
rope, and Wigging scampered uafter
them, 1 don’t know what they did to

rather imagine that the chevaller didn’t
smile op his suit. She’s a holy terror,
that woman, with ao international rep-
utation for doing weird and most un.
accountable things. Bhe draws o sort

creation, It amounts to a birth tax,
in contravention of the free guarantees
of the constitution, The people will
rise against it some day.

“She's plausible enough, but she's the
past mistress of ulterior motive. She
got Fortner, the mural paioter, up to
a place she used to have at Newport a
fow years ago, ostensibly to do a frieze
or something, and she mude him teack
ber to fire & gon. You know Vortner,
with his artistic fdeals! And he didn”
know any more about guns than a tea
It was droll, decidedly droll. But she

kept him there a mouth—wounlin't let
l him off the reservation: but she paid
him his fee fust the same, thovngh be
pever painted o stroke  \When he got
hinek to town He was g wreell. [T was
Just ke Letng o il )
let her alowe 1 you should undectnks

Wi vou |

to 00X ber Hues she's Hkely 1o pal ye
to work digeinge potntoes  Shw's g eind
f of i Fase
Wall, Wihagins 15 0 goend 1
of the very bl [ R LH A AR |
pOrhed  the=e povelations, “and Q1 =t
the @ri's nunt by Wants Do (arry
“Thore’s o teiling whete thiz ui
iy el WWorgines Uhere's =ouwthl
Logueer In the wanil, all e e ey
| glier boas Drother Basslord  whitke
e w i e Foesthver fanbnes e fewsd

frons e b, [ls grls hpven't g

prospects except through the chevalis
Nive <0 I'm told Aiss Ceel

=irls,

Holllster is tiving with ner aunt”
“And the olber sister where does
she col: 2
“Not tmportant, | taney,  Rumor Is

gilent toncting ber  In fact U've ne
er nheard snything of her hut
Cecilla 18 no end handsome nnd proud
Poor old Wiggy!"

I was already ashamed of myseit
for bhaving encounraged Jewelt to dis
cuss Wiggins' affuirs. apd waos aboat
to leave him. when be soorted in e
disagreeable way be bud at some Joke
that had occurred to him.

gister, and 1've just recalled 1t The

girl has a most extraordinary oame
quite the most remarkable you evet
heard Hezekinh: Baog! That's the

little sister's nnme  Bassford Haollister
had been suving that name for 1 son
who npever appedared, to do honor w
old Hegeltinb, the pernmbulator chap
80 they pnmed the girl for ber grand
due.”

I left him and learped nt the ollice
thut Wiggins hnd, within  balf an
hour, left the club burriedly In a eab,
taking a trupk with bim.  He bhad
mentioned wo mall address to the
clerk, and this was very uolike Wig

glus

I'o Be Continued.)

In County Court

From Wednesday's Dally,
Petition for the probate of the
will of the Iate Mrs, Rhoda Rose

[was flled in the oflice of County

You will have to hureey i vou want
ome while the price 1s 80 low,

Wiggy, but you see how he acts. |

of royalty on all the baby buggies in|1

this|

“I knew there wus sowmething.” nwv|
gald, *“abour Miss Cecllia’s younger

Remember the iron
and your grandfather
. farm? Good old wire,

The Special Open Hearth Wire, as we
make it today from our own (secret)
formula, is more like the old time iron

“Pittsburgh Perfect” Fence

Why we use Open Hearth Wire
in Preference to all other kinds

wire your father
had around the
wasn't it 2

able, satisfactory

wire than that used in
of fence,

CHICKEN, POULTRY and RA

5t ; Pouliry Netting St
N:l l:"clah'll'!:’:d wa‘o

Hearth material,

Made in Difforent Styles for FIELD, FARM, RANCH, LAWN,

any other make

BBIT YARD and GARDEN

It takes longer to make this special
Open Hearth Wire, but it excels in
strength, toughness and long life, and
consequently makes the most service-

very foundation of fence-durability.

Buy "Pittsburgh Perfect” Fence for
lasting satisfaction.

Every Rod Guaranteed

fence. The wire is the

Ask your dealer for “Pittsburgh Perfect” and insist on his furnishing it. Do not allow him to persuade
you that some other fence is just as good,

“Pittaburgi Perfect” Brands of Barbed Wi
Bright, Annealed & Galvanized Wire: Twisted
Cable Wire; Hard Spring Coil hVin: qu

i Regular Wire
nils; Large Hend
Koofing Nails; Single Loop Bale Ties;
burgh Perfect” Fencing. All made of Open

THE WELD

ambulator money in riotous living. |

If he doean't sell it, write us direct.

Il pou are interested in Wire Fencing, write
for FREE copy of our ALMANAC, 1913~

Pittsburgh Steel Co.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

) MODERN AND UP-TO-DATE
 DELICATESSEN IN THIS Ty

!

From Wednesday's Dully,

Mlatlsmouth 1= o

have o new
felicialesson ~.hn1.. s~ l""i'll Wage-
who takes charge ol the New
[ York bakery on April 1, expeets Lo

ner

Linstall a modern and shractly up-

to~dateestablishment of this kind,
‘\\' e all the tempting  and ap-
tpetizing dishes Lhal are Lo be pro-
enred v any of the  delipalessen
l=sh of thee large cilies can be
M egslonpers He will in.

: n e luneh room 1w Lthe

|| v, Whore govone  desiring
sonelhimg dmnly and appebizing

for thoar luoeh ean dropoan und be

served moa very fow minules, The

weslablishiment  will  have

aluds, vald roast meals and sand-
witthes ol all Kind rends

ey Lhlose

o serve
who may call and it will
ke an ideal place Tor the husy
Pdkn o »Ilnn]:]n-j-- o ddrop m for
funeh, and under the divection of
Mr. Wagner the pmablie ean be as-
sturred of courteons freabment and
Lhe best thal he markel affords in
Lhe way of delicacios.

vecupled by e bakers
a thorongzh overhauling and
be repapered  and painted  pre-
palory o Lthe nstalling of new
ixtures of the mosl dp=to-date
wd the luneh room will be

The room
!.n. In re-

AEAREY

folys
= 1,

o up i mnnver  that will
| Mo willy The dantles
| ol e Ihis 1= The Kind of
' thet has hoen nesded here

IV ER iy amd b 1= Lo be
1] (R IH \ Wasner will meel
LI | H L N #nieeprise

From Near Union.

FoAL Finkle and W, L. Taylor,
‘|\\|- 0l HI.I“-i‘ ln“\', “hllll'-.\ll]l!i‘ll
1i‘a-ll|-\\.~ from  Liberly  precinet,
were i the ety today looking af.
Ler Dusipess matlers with eoune
II\ sedd Mriends, making a pleasure
II';IH o o few of l|l+‘lH, Illll! ”li'
Journal was fneladed,. Thev
evervihing o old Liborts
fodly up 1o the standard of oxesl-
lesppiry

I'-
Jrapl
and everybody looking

|:I sy vear dupring 1913

THENOSTPONENL
 STORY AER STAGE

"'The Price 8he Paid" at the Par-
' mele Theater Monday Night,
|

. March 24,

“The Priece She Paid”  is the

|, Litle of one of the most gripping
!:r‘ duedy dreamas Lhat has been seen
|llu~ soason.  OfF all the offerings
[ that have been presented none has
| been received  with more praise
than this latest offort of Lem B,
| Parker.

[ In addition o the Tael thal Lhe
| story deals wilh (e marriage
game o a new way and poinls a
big moral where an allempl Lo
imoney  dishonesily
cermed, Lhe munpgement has been
particulaply sueeessful 1 =ecur-
1 hae Miss  lrene
Biniels, perhaps the most capable
riovkes o Lhe
Her wonderfully
svinpalhietie voice hias beon

ol

15 ¢0ll-

Ing serviees ol
aelress ol emaolional
tonntey Loday
P

: affeelive in

nounoel aven tmore
v depieting diftficnll passages than
T ¢ fhe distriot thitl of |[.-'||'n Wiare, “The Price
Gt =Wl il cross-peli- will be seen at the Par.
|. Font B "B Hed | he (s ot |‘.'- | Ilhl-l-.ll-a-!' un Monday night,
| Witltinmy A Gleghorn vs, Gharles 4 Al .
VL Tosier, Clard Chapling, Sarah
P el al U'he answer and! Case Is Dismissed.
o petition eoies frons Akron | The case againsl Waller Brit-
1I olorada,  where  Lhe defendants, | jain amd Mres, Bertha =trweklin,
(Llara Chaphin and Sarah Chali [ whiech was set for hearing vester-
reside, and ask that The plgintt? | gay before  Juslice Archor, wis
"" required 1o set forth prood O dismissed, ns there was not suf-
th waershig of the Tamd M fietent evidenee Lo show thal Ly
|“ teslion and that Lhe defendants | had been living Logether (o viola-
e granted gust and esaitable re-|ion of law, and the justice re-
lief lensodl Lhem

| .
| A little ad in the Journal will

-' sorve the purpose.

Buy your fancy stationery at
| the Journal office

for!

[ Off for the Bryan Banquet.
From Wednesdny's Dally,

y This evening being the birthday
of William Jennings Bryan, the
Lincoln  Bryan elub  gives a
magniticent banguel in honor of
the Nfty<third  birthday  of the
greal commoner, who has come
from Washington to be present atb
the evenl, and admirers from all
over the slate will gather there to
groet the new secretary of state.
[ 'There were gquile a number from
[this eily passengers for the eap-
ttal ity this morning o fake in
the gyvent, Among Lhose in the
parky W. K, Fox, D. C.
Morgan and wife, George Snvder,
D O, Dwyer, Fred Morgan and
wife and W, D, Wheeler,

wWore !

Buys Several Pieces of Property.

e

From Wednoadav's Dally.

William Orr of Clarinda, Towa,
wits here yvesterday visiting with
JoF Clhagy and family and attend-
ing the MeMaken sale, which was
held yesterday aflernoon. Mre. Ore

purchased several picces of prop-
erty in thiz eity as an investment.

Smoke Up!

Save time, trouble and get
better resuits by using

Wright’s
Condensed
Smoke

75¢

per bottle—enough for a
barrel of meat

F. G. Fricke & Co.
7he ‘enclls Store
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Alfalfa,
Red Clover,
White Clover,
Alsite Clover,
Timothy,
Blue Grass

Kentucky Blue,
English Blue,
Bromus Inermis,
Red Top.

Seeds that

Grow!

, Red,

| PEAS —

|
1‘ Tom
|

[# We carry a complete line of all kinds of Garden Seceds,
Seeds and Flower Seeds.

-G. P. EASTWOOD -

ISR (Successor to John Bauer) [N

ONION SETS -
White,

. Yellow Globe.

American Wonder,
Blis Elerbering,

White Marofat.
BEANS—AIl Kinds.

Thumb,

Field

———
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