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CHAPTER XV.
The Dance of Death,

FLUSH of excited pleasore
overspread Stuart’s fuce us
lie led bis beautiful hostess to
the dining room. Apparently

on enteriug the banguet ball they were
ptepping outdoors Into an enchaoted
mue forest. The walls were complete
Iy hldiden by printed scenery repre-
senting the mountalos 'of western
North Carolina. ‘The room had been
trankformied loto u forest, trees and
gheublbery melting fmperceptibly mto
the scenery on the walls and mock-
ing birds were slnging o cages hidden
nigh among the boughs of the trees,
‘Why, Nan,” Stuart gasped, “that’s
s view of the river bills at home
where yon and | nsed to roam.”
“‘Well, if you hadn't recognized It |

should vever bave forgiven yon Are
yor plessed with my fantasy ¥
“Plensed 1a ool the word for it

he replied quickly. “I'm overwhelmed
I naver thought you so sentimental."

“Pernape I'm not; perhaps 've only
done this to please n friend. Do you
begin to feel at bome In this litte
spot I've brought back by magic to-
alght from our youth?'

“I'm afrafd I'l wake up and fod
I'm dreaming.”

stunrt grzed with incrensing astonish.
ment nt the magolilcently set table.
Windlsg o nnd out among the solid
sver candelabra a tiny stream of
seystal waler flowed anmong miniature
trees and flowers on {ts banks. The
flowera were all blooming orchlds of
rarest coloring and welrdly fantastle
shapes.

The service was all made for this
necagion, sllver, cot glasa and china,
Wach plece had stomped or etched on
it the cont of arms of his natlve state,
with the motto, “Peace and Plenty."

“And you've dons all this In six
weeks? Tt's Ineredible.”

"“The world wlil say tomorrow morn.
g that 1| Linve glven this lavish en-
fectalnment for vulgar display
weuse it's true. | am trying to ecllpse
tn splendor anything New York has
tuean.  But | count the fortuue It cost

woil spent to have seen the =mily on |
your face when you looked at that

painting of our ald hills. [ wonld have
given five times as much at aay mo-
meut the past ten years tn have knawo
that vou didn't hate me."

“Yoo know It pow.”

“Yes," sbe apswered tenderly. “'You
bave sald mo with your lips before,
now you mean it You are your old
buudsome self tonight.”

Apart from the charm of Nan's pres-

once Stoart found the dinner itseil a |

stapld nfalr, 8o solemnly stupid 1t at
st hecame Minny. In all the mag
pificently dressed crowd he looked in
vain for n man or woman of venl In
tellectunl distinetion. He saw only
money, poney, moneyl

il spite of the low mwurmurs of Nan's
beautifully modulanted volce in his ears

be fonnd his aoger slowly rislog, not |

sguinst any one o particular, bul
against the volgar ostentation in which
these people moved, and the vapld as
sumptlon of superlority with which
they evidently looked out upon the
wogld

BBut whatever might bave been Iack

fng ih the wit and genius of the guests |

who sat al Nan's tables, there could
be no question ubout the quality of
the dinner set before them

When the feast ended at 10:30 Non
led the way to the bullroom, where
the entertaloment by hired dancers.
skigers and professional entertainers
began on an lmprovised stoge

During this part of the program the |

women and men of the banqueting
party who were to appear in the fancy
dress ball at 12, including Nan, retired
to the rooms above to dress for thelr
parts

Stnart noted with some astonishment
the pecullur somber effects of the ball-
room. He had expected a scene of
tiplendor
diatinetly fonereal.  The lights
dlmmed ke the Interlor of a theate!
during the performance, nnd tbhe lofty
gilded cellings with thelr marnl decora

tlous secmed to e draped n Almj
blnck crape

The professipnal ontertainment be
£an ob the Hitle sthge windd a aniver
] gabble which made It Impossible
for nuything saive panntomimg 1o be |
telligible bevond the footlights Bl
flur winr Wh s 18 A TN had
S$LO0O  ench  Tor ' i1 ppenr
without
faeption

SUUAFT turn
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He wis wondering what joke the
manager wius about to perpelrite on
the crowd wihen Lis enr eanght the first
sweet noles of Harriet's volee #loging
the old svnz be toved =0 well, the song
shie had fOrst sung the day he came
from Lhe south

His heatt gnve n throb of pain.  Whe
conld have prepared this humilintion
for his little pal? He pusbed bis way
throogh the throng of chatteriug fools
until he stopd alone stralght o frout of
the slender Hitle singer  She snw Ll
at once, smiled and sang he L
never heard ber sing  ''o his furth
surprise Stunrt saw the doctor stand
Ing in the slindosws at the corner of the
stage looklug over the gossiping, noisy
crowd with n look of anger nnd horrer

When the Inst note of the song died
away, quivering with n sapernntural
tenderness and passion. he broshed s
tenr from his Hfted his hands
high above bis head and wmade 8 mo

ns

A
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|
| 8he Bang as He Had Never Heurd Her
Sing.

]
| tion which safd to ber, ““I'nmultuous
| upplause,”

She nodded and smiled, and he rosh-
el bebind the scenes to nsk an expla-
nation.

He grasped both her hands and
found them cold and trembling with
excitement.

“$What on earth does this menp "

“Simply that | wus engaged to sing
tonight, nnd ® wanted to surprise you.
Mdn’t you ke my song?

“1t lifted me to the gates of heaven,
dear.”

“Then 1 dou't cure whether any one
else heard it or not. But 1 dld so much
wish that she might have heard It or
her husband becnuse they ave from the
south,”

“But | don't understnnd
hutes Blveng so.”

A blg hand was laid op bis shonlder,
he terned and fased the doctor smiling.

“But 1 don’t hate him, my boy! I've
up  such  foollshness. We've
buricd the hatehet, 'm to =ee him In
f few wilnutes and we are o be good
i fl-'|||4

Hiveus lovited yon here to discusa
n buslness proposition tonight!” Stuart
exclalmed, blankly

‘No, no, no,” the doctor answered.
“1 eama with Hinrriet, of course., Her
muosie tencher placed her on the pro
gram. But Mr, Blvens and I have had
some correspondence and U'm to see

your father

given

| Bl dn o Hetle while and ialk things

lustend the impression was |
wire !

aver quite Informally, of course, but
effoctively.”

“He has agreed to n conference
here? the soung Inwyer asked,
anxiously

Why, of course, His butier has just

told e he would see me fmmadintely
after the ball beglns™
Stonart breathed ensley
Hnerlet
‘You look glorious tonight

pnd turned to

iittle pal!

Funny that 1 never saw you In even
ing dress helor You look so tnll and
aueenly I o O matut You're
heginning 1o n e i old, chilgd. | ¥
I'N be thipk you grown
. inn .

1 ‘l | ]l 1

my eves thew."

The leghts were suddenly turned
lower, appronching total darkness.
The attendants nolselessly removed

the temporarvy stage und clesred the
great roomn for the daneers.

As the chiwes struek the bhour of
miduight, skeleton heads glowly began
to appenr peeplng from the shadows
of the arched celling and from every
nook and corner of the huge cormnice
and plilars.  Dreaperies of filiny ornpe
fowing getly in the breese
Hghted by sulphurous hwed eleetrie
rays from the baleonies. Tiny electric
Hehte  Winked In every sheleton’s
sunken eyes nnd behind each grinning
row of teeth  Suddenly two white
figures drew aside the heavy curtalns
in the srchway and the
marched into the somber room.

The men were dressed ag shrooded
skeletons and the As worms
The men wore lght flasy gray robes
on which skiliful artists had painted
on four slles fu deep colors the ple-
tures of human skeletons.

The women wore corlous lght robes
of eotton fber which were dranwn over
the entire body and gave to each figure
the appearnnce of a huge caterplliar.

The strange lgures began to move
slowly neross the polished tloor to the
stralns of o ghostlike waltz,

From the corners of the high baleo-
nles strange lghts fashed, developing
in hideous outlines and phosphor-
ancent eolors of the skeletons and long,
fuzzy, exnggerated lnes of the ac-
companying worms, The effect wan
thrilling,

Snddenly the musie stopped with a
crash,  Ench ghostly couple, skeleton
and  worm, stood motlonless.  The
gilvery note of a trumpet called from
tho sky. The blinking eyes of the
death heads in the celling and on the
walls faded slowly., The trumpet
penled o second slgunl—the darkness
fled and the great room suddenly
blnzed with 10,000 electrie Hghts. The
orchestrn struek the first notes of a
thrilling walte, nd, presto, In an in
stant the women appeared o all the
splendor of the most gOrgeons gowns,
thely bare armg and neeks fOashing
with priceless jJewels. and each man
bowed before her fn Immacatate even
Ing clothes,

From the four corners of the vast room
were relensed thousands of gorgeous
Iy tinted Duofterflles, imported from
the tropies for the ocension \s the
daueers glided through the dazzling
scene these wonderfully colored cren
tures fAutterad about them in wyrinds
darting and ecircling in every direction
among the Aowers and Hghts untll the
room secmed o verftuble fauley )i

A burst of applause swept the erowid
a8 Nan's radinot figure passed. ench
cled by the arm of the leader

Stoart nodded nnd elapped his haod:
with enthusiasm,

A more  mdrvelony  transtformation
scone could searcely be lmngined

When Nan bad passed he toroed o
speak (o Harriet, but she bl gane
A soft hand was smldenly luid on his
arm, apd he twrned to confront Nan
her eyes flashing with telomph, her
cheeks flushed and her lips partsd in n
tender smille

“Come. 'm going
gitting out vhe next two dpness’

When sbe hind seated hevselt by hi

winoen

o honor you In

side under o hower of roses e WA=
very still for n moment,  She lookesd
up with s qguleeboal espression sl
E IR

“A penny for sour thought v |
so vory wicked nfter all¥

1 don't think | have over Seen nny
thing more dagztingly beantiful than
your banguet and ball, exeopt the wo
miun who eoveeived and execnted i1
was st slering vonr
mngiontton was vivid enough to have
Aresied ha® the splendors of such a
e when you turned from the little
cottuge 1 bnlit for you,'

A look uf pain clouded the (nir face,
and she Hed her jeweled hanod

“Plense, Jhw, 1'd like to forgel some
things.”

“Amd you hasen't forgotten

Sl looked straight into his eyes nnod
angswetred in even topes:

iJNI'- L]

Both were silput for a long while,
and then they began to talk in low
| tones of the life they had lived as boy

and girl in the old south and forgot
| the flight of time.

wlyed Jyen

I'o Be Qonlinued.)
Before Time.
Nelson sald once: 1 owe all

my suceess in life to having been
alwavs a quarter of an hour be-
fore

son for those who love Lo post-

my Ltime"”

Il is & greal les-

pong things

Maybe some of you
have had the experience Lhal, in
o

OiLa sickness, a few minutes
the patient. This shows
that even the smallest indisposi-
tion should be treated at once. 1f

il is from the stomaech or from

~il.'.m{

the inteslines, use  Triner's
American Elixir of Bitter Wine
without delay, This remedy is
very zood in all maladies of the
digestive  organs, because il
clegns them  oul, strengthening
them al the same Lime. Many al-

ks of grave diseases have been

{averted by using Lthis remedy in
(§111 A\d drng slores, Jos

| Triner, 1333-30 8o, Ashland Ave.,

| Chien Triner's Linimenk will
Wil saliafy evervhods

For S8ale or Trade,.

One vacant lot, belween D and

I, nn 2400 streel, In South Omaha

] Neltie Connally, Box {38
\ Y \:-'!l

128 {wk-d&w

were |

|
dancers

Yours for

Local News

From Tuesday's Dully,

Mrs, Wuoleoll of W eopIng
Waler 18 i the oily today making
|4 shorl visit at the home of Mrs.
M. A, Streot,

Alorney G, 8, Aldrich of Elm-
in the ¢ity today al-
tending o some mallers of bhusi-

WOl was

pess i Lhe counly courl

Carl Kungmann wis g4 passeng-
er Lhis= morning on No. 16 for
Omahn Lo look after some mallers
of business for a few hours,

galled to look alter buginess mal
{ispe

AMilorpey €, A, Rowls
husiness visilor in the metropolis

wis i

todav, being o passenger on the
enrlv Burlinglon  teain for Lhal
Cilv,

I. W. Teegarden, one of the

prominent residents of Weeping
Water, came in today lo look al-
tr business matters lor a
Limie,

Miss Dorn Glenn eame in his
rorning  from Rock Island, T,
and will visit here with her par.

s e

mts, T, W, Glenn and wife, for a
| Limie
| Mes. Mary  Robepls of Thur-

Linan, Towa, who has been visiling
here for a few davs with friends,
departed  this morning  for her

lhumv.

George N, LaRue of Union was
:m the cily  vesterday attending
[ the meeling of the soldiers' reliefl

comnussion, of which he 15 a
member

P. A Meisinger, one of Lhe
rusiling voung  farmers of Lhe

counly, was in the vity today al-
tonding (o some trading with the
merchanls,

Haprry  Smith, the  hustling
farmer from west of the cily, was
a passenger  (his morning  for
Omaha o altend to gome mallers
of husiness,

Mrs. Mars ol Ashland,
who wns in Lht eity visiting at the
home of W. R. Bryan and lamily,
departed vesterday allerngon on
Now 28 for her home.

(wens

Michael Martin was a pusseng-
or on the early Burlinglon traimn
this morning for South Omaha to

[r|l|.=u.| lo some business matiers |

i-tn-l visil with relalives

Fred Ebinger was o passenger
'||h1'- morning for Omaha, \\Il-'rv.
he will attend the convention of

the hardware dealers, which 15
| meeling there Lhis week.

Mrs. (0, I, Peterson and Mrs.
|H--|-n|:u: Gartleman were pas.

| sengers this morning for Pacille
Junction, where they will visil for
a short Lime wilth friends

Joseph Mullen, the democratie
war horse from Stove Creck pre-
cinel. was in the eily vesterday
allending the meeting of the
golditrs’ relief commission,

G, P,

ing for Omaha, where he will al-
tend the Harflware Men's convens-

tion, which is meeting in thal
cily .
Mi. and Mrs, J. J. Rchneider ol
Cedar Creek wore visitors in this
eily vesterdnv and called at this
Nee for Lthe parpose renew
ng Lhoi suhsoription Lo Hhis
pApe!
M John Wiles and son, John
and Mr, and M Everell Wil
L1 1 11 1 Malvern ! Wik, Yaa
| T 1! ll
“ W | i I H

R. R. Nickelg ol near Murray |
eame in this afternoon  from
Omaha on No. 24, where he was

Eastwood, the hardware |
| man, was a passenger this morn- |

Ben Boekman and his son-in-
fnw, Louie Rheinackle, drove up
this mormimg from the farm near
Murray Lo look after some husi-
ness matters for a time,

Jogeph Kuntz and wife of Oma.
ha arpived last evening on No
|;|n.i will visit Tor a shorl time al
the home of Mrs, Kunlz's parents,
Charles Miller and wife, south of
[Lhis cily
[ G G Tucker and wife of near
Murray drove up (his morning
[ from their homo and were pas-
sengers on the early Burlinglon
train for Omaha o attend Lo
Ilm.wlw.-«-a matters for a time,
Harry Henton of Mynard, who
[has been quite sick for the past
two weoks, departed this after-
for Missour: Valley, Towa,
where he wil Ivisit relalives for a

LACRTRRY

short Lime

Mrs, Jacob Stenner  and her
guests, My, and Mrs, William
Burton, of Bartley, Neb,, were
passengers  Lhis  morning  for

Omahy, where Lhey spent Lhe day
Inking in the sights

Mr. and  Mrs.  [Tes, residing
southeof this eity, were allending
to the week-ond shopping here
Salurday, and while here Mrs, Ies
cialled ol this oflice and renewed
her subseription Lo Lhis paper,

Mrs, Ellen Durkee of Ashland,
i sister of Counly Assesoor W, R,
Bryvan, is in the eity for a few
days visiting  her hrother and
family, while her husband is in
Kansas City taking treatment at
u hospilal there,

Mr. and Mrg.
and son, Albert,
((hnaha Sunday  evening, where
they spenl  the day  with Mr,
Gardner's  mother, who 158 97
vears old. She survives all of her
nine children with the exesplion
of two sons, W, R. of thig eity,
and Bam of Washinglon
1), Todd of Lox An-
Galilornia, has been mak-
ing o visit al Stockion, New York,
and stopped in this vicinity on
his way back to hig western home
for a week's visit with his causins,
L. €. Todd of Nehawka, 1., i, and
Miss Jossie '1‘”'1!( llf Union and |[.
G, Todd of Murray and A, L., Todd
of Plaltsmouth precinet.,

W. R. Gardner
returned from

Theodore

'|II
By,

Our Store is Always Open!

We leave town for a few days to attend the
Retail Hardware Convention, and on our re-
turn will be able to make manufacturers’
prices on all Builders' Hardware.

All Mechanic’s Tools | will give 10 per cent discount till March 15th
I will make a rate on Nails at $2.60 per keg :

Strap Hinges—4-inch 10¢c per pair; 6-inch 15¢ per pair; 8-inch 20¢
per pair -all with screws
And all other goods in proportion.

-G. P.

a good, square deal

EASTWOOD-

Successor to John Bauer)

Mr, and Mrs, L. C. Todd of Ne-

'll;u\kn. Miss Jessie Todil of Union

and T, D, Todd of Los Angeles,
California, molored Lo the home
of Mr, and Mrs, A, L, Todd, in
Plaltsmouth precinel, veoslerday

2| and spent the day with the Todd

family. During the afternoon they
motored to Lhis cily and did some
shopping and allended lo some
bhuginess  malters at the ecourd
house,

ROBERT WILKINSON

DUNBAR

L. J. HALL

UNION

Wilkinson & Hall
- AUCTIONEERS -

The holding of successful sales is
our line. Our interests are with the
seller when it comes to getting every
dollar your property is worth. For
open dates ess or call either of
us at our expense by phone. Dates
can be made at the Journal office.

-WILKINSON & HALL.

Real Estate

Bought  Sold

Insurance Placed in Bes!
Companies!

Farm Loans and Rental Agency

- Virgil Mullis -

|
1

We are

ing

Weyrich &

with our 1913 Stock of New
Wall Paper.

A bigger line than ever before.
A new plan too,

We will sell borders at the same
prpcoirielre as the wall and ceil-

DRUGGISTS
and Kodak Dealers

Ready!

Hadraba,




