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PROLOGUE,

A young man and a beautiful
young woman, lost and alone in
a wilderness for months, half
starved and in daily peril of
death from wild beasts and still
more savage Indians—this is the
ceniral theme of the most fasci-
nating romance that has come
Jrom Emerson Hough's pen.
Read and you will learn how
love came to them; how they
conducted themselves in this iry-
ing, unconventional situation;
how the man's chivairy and the
woman's purity held them stead-
fast to the ideals of civilization,
and how the strange episode
brought tragedica, estrangements
and happiness.

CHAPTER XXV.

Ellen.

Y autumn I was one of the young-
est colonels in the Federal
army. Thus it was easy for me
to find a brief furlough when

we passed nenr Leesburg on our way
to the Blue Ridge Gap, and 1 then
ran down for a look at our valley.

I found Dr. Bond In his lttle brick
ofiice at the top of the hill overlook-
ing the village, It wns he who first
showed me the Richmond papers with
lists of the Confederate dead. Colo-
nel Sheraton’s name was among the
first 1 saw.  He lnd been with Cum-
ming's forces, elosely opposed to my
own pogltion at Bull Run. His son
Harry, practioally ot his slde, was se.
riously, possibly fatally, wounded and
wis now In bospital at Rlechmond.

I showed Dr. Bond the Inst writing
of Gordon Orme and put before him
the Bank of England notes that I had
found op Orme's person, and which,
by the terms of hls testament, |
thought might perhaps belong to me,

“Could 1 use nny of this money with
clean consclence?' I asked. *“Could It
honorably be employed in the discharg:
ing of the debt Orme left on my fam-
iy 7

“A part of that debt you have al-
rendy ecaused him to discharge,” the
old doctor answered slowly, “You
would be doing a wrong If you did not
oblige hin to discharge the rest.”

I counted out and lald on the desk
before him the amount of the funds
which my father's memornnda showad
had been taken from bim by Orme
that fatal night more than a year ago.
The balance of the noles [ tossed lnto
the little grate, and with no more ado
we burned them there.

Wa concluded our conference In re
gurd to my business matters. 1 learn-
¢d that the conl lands had been re.
deemed from foreclosure, Colonel Merl-
wether having advanced the necessary
funds; and as this now left our debt
running to him, I {nstructed Dr. Bond
to take steps to cancel It immediately
and to have the property partitioned
a8 Colonel Meriwether should deter.
mine.

“And now, Jack” gald my wiro halr.
od old friend, “here's something you
ought to see. 1T saved it for you over
there the morning you threw It into
the fireplace.”

e Wl He sjifead out on the top of the

desk n folded bit of hide
t enough H was (o me

“You saved buot halt™ I sald.
other half = gone™

He pushed a flake of souff far uap
his long pose.  *Yes" sald be quictly
“I sent it (o her some threée months
age.”

“What did she sHY T

“Nothing, you fool.
expect?

“Now, my son” he concludaed zav-
agely, “If you ever dreamed of marry-
ing any other woman dash me [f 1
wonldn't come Into court and make
this Indenture witness for yon both—
for her as well as you! Go on away
now, and don't bother me any more.”

Our forces passed up the valley of
Virginia apd rolled through the old
Rockilsh gap. We overapread all the
Pledmont valley and passed down to
the old town of Charlottesville. Tt
wns openrly deserted now, The gay
southern boys who In the past rode
there with their neera_servants anl
sot at naught good Thomas Jeffer=on‘s
intent of slmpliclty In the narrow lt-
tle chanibers of the old University of
Virginia now were gone with thelr
horses and thelr servants. Today you
may sec thelr names In bronze on the
tablets at the unlversity doors,

I had guartered my men abont the
quiet old plnce when 1 heard the volee

Familiar

*The

What did yon

answering word of Indignation In a
woman's yalee,

A low, slogle sented cart was Linlted
near the curb, and one of its occupants
was apparently much angered. T snw
her cluteh the long brown rifle barrel
which extendad oat at the rear over
the top of the seat. “You git out'n the
vond, mun,” repented she, “or I'll take
a shot at you for luck. We done come
this fur, and | reckon we ¢'n go the
rest the way™

That conld be no one but old Mandy
MeGovern  For the sake of amuse-
ment 1 shonld have left her to make
her own srgument with the guard had
I not in the snme glanee caught sight
of her companion. a trim figure in cloge
fitting corduroy of golden brown, a
wide hat of russet straw shading hes
face. It wns Ellen!

Her face went rosy red as | has-
tened to the side of the cart and put
down Mandy's arm. She stammered,
unable to speak more connectedly than
I myself. Mandy could wot forget her

anger and {nslsted that she wanted to
gee the “boss”™

“l am the colonel In command right
here, Aunt Mandy,” 1 sald. "“Won't 1
do?

“You a kunnel 7" she retorted. "Looks
to me llke kunnels {s mighty easy
made If you'll do. No; we're atter
Ginral Meriwether, who's comin® here
to be the real boss of all you folks
Say, man, you taken away my man
and my boy. Where they at?”

“With me here”” | was glad to an-
swer, “safe and somewhere not far
away. The boy is wounded, but his
arm is nearly well."

“Ain't got 'nuff fightin' yit?™

“No; both he and Auberry seem to
be just begluning."

“Humph! Reckon they're happy,
then. If n man's gittin' three squares
a day and plenty ¢ fightin’, don't see
whut more he kin ask.”

“Corporal,” I called to my sentry,
who was now pacing back and forth
before the door, hiding hls mouth be-
hind his bhand, “put this woman un-
der arrest and bold her until | return,
She's looking for Privates Auberry
and McGovern, G company, First Vir-
ginla volunteers. Keep her In my of-
fice while they're sent for. Bring me
my bag from the table.”

It was really a pretty fight, that be-
tween Mandy and the corporal
Intter was obliged to eall out the
guard for ald. “Slek ‘em, Pete!” cried
Mandy when she.found ber arms pin-
foned, and at once there darted out
from under the cart a halry
demon of a dog, mute, mongrellsh,
pink eared, which began sllent havoce
with the corporal's legs.

I looked agaln at that dog. I was
ready to tuke it In my arms and cry
out that It wns my friend. It was the
little Indian dog that Ellen and I had
tamed. Why, then, had she kept It?
Why hnd she brought it home with
her? I doubt which way the contest
wouldl have gone bod vot Mandy seen
me¢ cllmb into her vacated sent and
tnke up the reins. Pete then stolidly
took up his place under the eart.

We turned and drove back up the
shady street, Ellen and 1. I saw her
fingers twisting together In her lap,
but as yet she had pot spoken. The
flush on ber cheek was deeper now
Bhe beat her hands together softly,
confused. half frightened, but she did
not beg me to leave her,

“If you could get away,” she began
at last, “I would nsk you to drive meo
back home. Aunt Mandy and I are
ving there together, Kitty Steven
fon's visiting me-you'll-you'll want
to eall on Kitty. My father hns been
In east Kentucky, bot 1 understand
he's ordered here this week. Major
Rtevenson I8 with him, We thonght
we might pet word and so came on
throngh the lines."

“You had no right to do so. The
plekets should have stopped you," 1
sald, At the same time, | am very
glad they didn't"”

“So you are n colonel,” she sald after
a time, with an army girl's nlce read.
ing of lnsignia.

“Yes,” 1 answered, "I am an officer.
Now If I could only be a gentleman!™

“Don't!" she whispered. “Don’t talk
in that way, plense.”

“Do you think I conld be?"

“T think you bave been” she whis
pered, all her fnce rosy now. Then she
polnted to n mansion house on a far
off hill—such & house as can be found
nowhere ln Ameries but lo this very

of my sentry challenge and caught an |

The |

Hitle |

served and full of Algnity at a hilltop
shielded with great onks

“That t& our home." she suld, *“*“We
have not often bheen bhere since grand
father dled, and then my mother. Bat
this Is the place that we Meriwethers
all eall home.”

As we approached the goate I heard
behind us the sound of galloping horses,
There came up the road a mounted of-
ficer, with his personnl escort, nn or
derly, several troopers and n grinning
body servant

“Look, there he comes! It Is my fa-
ther!™" exclaimed Ellen. And in a mo-
ment she wus out of the eart and mnp-
ping down the ropd to meet him, tak-
ing his band, resting ber cheek agginst
his dugis il T

a5 e sat in saddle.
The off er calaicd e shaguty.
sald he

Tata
are outside the Hues,” “Have
you

1 saluted aiso und eaught the twinkle
In Lis ¢ve

“On detached service thia rl'lﬂfnln“.
genernl,” 1 sald.  “If you please, 1
ahall report to you within the hour”

He s horge and spurred
on up sloug his own grounds, fit mas-

lenve "

whealed

ror for thelr statellness, A wide
soiat lay beneath one of the oaks. We
wandered thither, Ellen and 1. The

fttle dog, mute, watehful, kept close
1t her slde

“Eitent =1id 1 {o her, “the time has
cOme nNNw I am not going to walt
any lonre* Nesd this”™ [ put inte
her hand Gordan Orme's confiesslon.
She rendd, with bhorror starting on
| her face, “Wihnt a seoundrel—what
a eriminall she sald.  “The man was
a demon. e Lilled your fathes™
“Yes, and In turn 1 killed him™ 1
enld =lowly Her eyes flashed, She
was savaege ngwin as | had seen her.
My soul lenped out to see her fierce,
relentlesa, exulting that 1 had fought
and won, eareless that | hed slaln,
{ "Orme did all he could o ruln me
in every way.,” 1 added “Read on™
| Then L snw her face change to pity as
she cnme to the pext clause. So now
she knew the truth about Grace Sher-
aton and, | hoped. the truth about
John Cowles

“Can you forglve me?' she sald
brokenly, ter dirk eyes swimming In
tears ns she trrned toward me

“That 15 not the question)”
sweread slowly
give me?"
imploring!y,

*1 Have no doubt that | was maoch
to blame fur that poor girl's act” 1

continned  “The question only is,

Has my punishment been enough or
|mm it be enough? Do you forgive

me? We all make mistakes. Am |1

good enough for you, Ellen? Answer
me."

But sbhe would not yet answer. So
I went on.

“T killed Gordon Orme myself In
falr fight. but he wrote this of hias
own free will. He himself told me It
would be proof. Is It proof?”
| She put the paper gently to one side
lof her on the long seat. 1 do not
peed it she sald  “If it came to
question of proof we have learned
[ much of these matters, my father and
I, slnce we [ast met you. But I have
never needed It; not even that night
we sald goodby. Ahb, how | wanted
you back after you had gone!"

“And your father?' I asked her, my
| hand falling on hers.

“He knows as much as 1. Lately
‘he bhas henrd from your friend. Dr.
Bond. We have both lenrned a great
many things. We are sorry, 1 am
sorry. | have always been sorry.”

“But what more?” [ asked. “Ellen!"
She put out her hands in a sort of
terror. “Don't,” she sald. "I have put
| all this away for so long that now—I
| can't begln ngain, Iean't! Tean't! 1
am afrald. Do not ask me. Do oot
No, no!"

She started from the seat as though
she would have fled In a awift panie.
But now I caught her,

“Stop!” 1 exclalmed, rage In all my
[ heart. “I've been a fool long enough,
and now I will have no more of fool-
[ Ishness. 1 will try no more to figure
nleeties, 'l not try to understand a
| WOThidn. DAY, gehDemanm oF not, I
swear that If we were along again, we
two out there, you should do as 1 sald,
as | deslred.  And I say now you must,
you shull"

She sunk back against the rall with
1 a little sigh as of content, a llittle smile
|ng of a child eaught In mischief and
barred from escape Oh, though I
Hved a thousand years, never would I
i say 1 understood n woman!

“Now wa will end all this” 1 sald,
| frowning. 1 caught her by the arm
and led her to the gallery, where 1
‘ph'kml up the bag I bhad left at the
drivewny. 1 myself rang at the door,
not allowing her to lead me In. The
ordetly came,

“My compliments to General Meri-
wether,” 1 sald, “and Colonel Cowles
| would llke to spenk with him.'"

He came, that tall man, master of
the manslon, dusty with bis travel,
stern of face, maned lke o gray bear
of the hills. But he smiled and reach-
ed out his hand, “Come In, sir,” he
sald. And now we entered.

“It seems you have brought back
my girl again. 1 hope my welcome
| will be warmer than it was at Lara-
( mie.” He looked at us, from one to
the other, the brown skin about his
keen eyes wrinkling,

“I have certain things to say, gen.
feral” I began. We were walking into
[the hall. As soon as I might I hand-
ol to him the coonfesslon of Gordon
| Orme. He read It with shut lps,

“Part of this I know already,” he
#ald floally, “but not this as to your
| father. You have my sympathy, and,
| air, my copgratulations on your mc-
| connting for such a flend. There at
| loast justice bas been served.” He
| besitated before continulng.

“As to some detalls, I regret that
my daughter has been brought Into

1 an-
“It is, Can you for-
Her hand fell on my arm

Valley—ao oll family seat lylng re | sueh mattets! be sald siowly. “I re-

gret nlso (Rat L Bave made many ot
of matters worse, but 1 am
that they bave now Deen made platn
Dr. Samnel Bond of Wallingforl. your
fnthers friend, hes
of all this, 1 Iaf

vised you of the

Yyery £iad
clered up much

er that he has nd
ondition of onr Jolut

busiuess matters’
“Our estate §6 in yonr deht, gonerml”
I sald, “but I ean nos ul U=t that

We slinll par enr shure

the Ianis ghnl

L ier thet

e dividal or held

|]:>i?:'.:‘-, ng yoursell shall say

“Whyr conuld ther not remaln as they
| are™ Me soiied at e L&t e
hope o *

I turned o Elfen.  “Please” 1 said
“bring me the other half of tnis™
{1 &ung open my bag and wnirand npon
(1he nearest tahile ey balf of 1 reoge]

of vnr corrnant
| ol to e, long yenrs fen

lane, us it hod seeqm
Colone! Mer
| Iwather nnd 1 bent over the half rigid
|parclisuent. | saw that Ellen had
[ gone, hnt presentir she camee Aealn
Uhestenting, Aushing red. and put liito
Lmy hibids the other half of onr inden
ture.  She oarried Pete, the little dog.
under her arm

I placed the pleces edge to edge upon

the table. The old familiar words
looked  up dat me again solemnly,
Aguoln | felt my heart chole my throat
a8 | read: 1, John Cowles—I, Elten
Meriwether—take thee—take thee—un
thl death do us part”™

I hinded her a pencll, She wrote
slowly, freakishiy, baving her malden
will; and it seemed to me still 1 week
to u letter ns she gigned. But at last
her name atood in full—Ellen M-er-
bweet-her.

“"General," | sald, “this indenture wit-
nesseth! We two are bound by It. We
hgve ‘consented towether Iln holy wed-
lnek, We have ‘wilnessed the
same boalore God." We have ‘pledg-
ed our faith, either Lo other,” ™

He dashed a hand across his oves
then, with a swift motion, he placed
our hands together. “My boy,” said
he, “I've always wanted my girl to be
taken by an army man—an oficer and
a gentleman,  Dash it, sirl—<I heg your
pardon, Ellen—give me that pencil. I'll
slgn my own name. Il witness this
myself! There's a reglmental ehnplain
with our command—If we can’'t find a
preacher left In Charlottesville”

"Orderiy ! 1 ealled, with n gesture
nsking permission of my superior.

"Yes, orderly,” he finlshed for me,
“got rendy to ride to town, We have
an errand there™ He turned to us
and motloned us as though to owner-
ship, bowing with grave courtesy as
he himself left the room. I heard the
chatter of Mrs. Kitty greet him, 1 was
consclous of n grinning black face peer-
ing In at a window—Annole, perhaps.
They all loved Ellen.

Bul Ellen and I, as though by
instinet, stepped toward the open
daor, so that we might again see
the mountain thps.

I admit [ kissed hor!

THE END,

ENTERTAIN THE £U-
TERPEAN GLEE CLUB

From Wednoesday's Dally,

Misses Zelma, Aliee and Hazel
Tuey entertained the Euterpean
Glee  club and a few of their
friends, to the number of aboutl
thiety, weslerday aflernoon in
honor of Miss Etha Crabill, at a
sewing cirele  for Miss  Crabill,
The young ladies plied the busy
neadle and enjoved sach other's
from 2:30 (o § o'vlock.
During the afterncon the party
hemmed a dozen toaels and a
dozen disheloths for Miss Crabill,
adding the initinls. Ra-
freshiments wore served, consisl-

sOUMMt Y

rpear

mg of jes eream and eake, Plano

selections were furnizshed by Miss

Violet  Freese and  Mizs Crabill,
and Miss  Ferris  York sang o
prefry solo. The  oul<of<lown
guests who wors présenl wepo:

Misses Grace and Huth Shmiith of
Kansas City and Mrs, H. O. Ehlers
TR

Entertained at Wohlifarth Home.
om Wadnesday's Linl

Miss Mattie Larson

nsK of bhovs of the

her
sunday sehool
[ the Presbvierinn chureh held a
nost enjovalbl pariy lasl
fveming, al whieh time they were
entertamed at the home of one of
the members  of the Carl
Waohlfarih, The bovs had come
[ prepared (o have a good tme and
wWe are reliably imformed that they
LA AT 1“0!, .l.hr'\ ]'I"I'-*‘ll nll sorts of
and

und

liss,

mdulged in

i anks and nmusemenlts

iwle hour,
freshments

Zines YATrious
until a
AL thalt Lima lightl re-
congisting of jee
crefim and wafers, was served,

“I was eured of diarrhoea by
one dose of Chamberiain's Colie,
Cholera and Diarrhoe Remody,”
wriles M. E. Gebhardt, Oriole, Pa.
There is nothing better,
by F. G. Fricke & Co.

For sale

For Sale.

Team of d-year-old “Coach
Horse' codts, broken, fine lookers.
Will make a splondid  driving
Leam,

T, H. Pollock, Plattsmouth, Neb,

80 Acres for Sale,
Extra fine laying land, 2% miles
from Murray Priced right for
quick sale,

Q. F, Harris, Unfon, Neb.

\
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Local News

From Tuesday's Dally
W. 7. Riehardson of Mvnard
was ealled 1o tieaha on business
P g glore Lhis morning,
Jo R Todd of Mureay was o

Plattsmouth  visitor
wlid registored at the Riley,

B, L GClements of Ellmwood wast

i the eity loday transacting busi-
ness with the county courl,

Attorney O, L, Graves, aditor of
the Union Ledzer, was a Plalis.
moeulth vistor this morning.

George Kalenberger ditove In
from s farm today and looked
after business in the county seat.

Marriage
Veslerdas

liconse  was =8
for Ted Cordner and
Miss Luey Minford, both of Glen-~
wood.,

Mrs, Luke Wiles anid  Miss
Elizabeih Spangler were Omaha
pissengors on the morning train
foday.

Fred Wagner of near Louisville
wius a Plattsmouth vistor today,
looking afler business matlers in
the counly seal,

H. A, Schneider returned from
Cedar Creck on No. 4 Lthis morn-
ing, wherse he had been on busi-
ness for a short time,

Mys, Charles MeGuire and sons,
Tom and GCon, left this morning
for Giretnn, where they will visil
relatives for a few davs,

Mrs., Cromwell and  cohildren,
who have been vigiling friends at
La Platte for a short Lime, retiirm-
ed last evening on No. 2,

S, F. dGiararvdel  and  Thomas
Murtey, two of Weeping Water's
leading business men, were in the
ety with the Boosters vesterday.

C. T Kyvdd, the state deputy for
the W, 0, W, who has been look-
mg after the inlerests of the
arder hore, left for his home this
Morning.

H. B. Goldsbherry of Waverly,
Neb,, arrived loday and will talk
real estale in the Big Horn bagin,
e will be 2 guest of J. W, Davis
while in the eity,

Jo M. Meisinger and wife of near
Cedar Creek drove in from Lhe
farm this morning and boarded
Lhe early leain for Omaha on
business of importance,

§

Ben Beckman  and two grand-
sons were in the city today, Mr,
Beckman to look after business
matters for a short time, while the
buys took in the sights,

Mrs, Rose Kendall and ehildren
of Union changed cars here this
morning, en roule  home from
Mogmouth, Hlinois, where they
have been visiting relatives for a
Lime,

G. H, Olive, postmaster al
Weeping Water; I, W, Teegarden,
E. E. Day, John W, (olbert and
Harry D. Reed weore among the
chautavugua boosters that dined af
the Riley vexlerday.

Mes, W, F, Chalfanl and her
sigter, Miss Maode MeCulloch, of
near Union, Omnha
sengers on the morning (rain Lo-

werp -

dav, where thev looked afler busi-
niess malters for the dav,

In the counly eonurt this morn-
mg a nal hearing was had in the
exlate of Paeter Van  Buren, de-
eepsed .S, Aldreieh of l':'!ll“lunl
wis in the eity looking after the
legal moatters in the case,
ing held at those points this weelk,

| Place Cards, and Tally
)L.‘l{-!- of every description at the

Seare
Journal affice.
. W.

|,'-i =mith
Holmes

Holmes and wife and W.

and wife and A. M.

malored to Platismouth

fraom their home at Murray last

evening and visited the C. A, Rawls
|II"'| L |"“r' a Lime,

lasl syening |

| Leps,

Mes, Frod Howland and daugh<
Marguerite, Catherine and
| Virginia, who have heen guests of
i\[', and Mpes. Willinm Howland
for o week, relurned o theip
homes Saturday afternoon,

Mrs., Fred Rozner of Edgmont,
S, Dy, oand Mrs., Carson of Wall
Lake, Towa, arvived last night to
vigil their parents, Mr, and Mrs.
J, 0, Tams. Mrs, Tams is very
sitk and her daughters came on
this account,

R. D Stine, one of the leading
farmers of Liberty precinel, was
in the eity this morning and ad-
ded his name to the Journal list of
subsceribers, Mr, Stine was horn
in Cass county and could not be
otherwise than a good aitizen,

From Waodnesday's Dally,

Walter 8coll returned last night
from near Union, where he has
been doing  some work for Lhe
M. P,

J. A Walson of Louisville was
in the city between Lrains loday,
looking after important business
matlers,

Jo WL Yalleey and wife, who have
been spending a few weeks in Den<
ver and Salt Lake City, returned
on the morning train loday,

Mrs. John MeNurlin returned
from Coedar Greek on the morning
frain today, where she hias been
visiting I'iends Tor a Tew davs,

Mrs. Ray Beaver and children
relurned from Louisville on the
morning train today, whore they
have been guests of her parents,

Mrs, D, T 0. Todd and chil-
dren, who have been vigiling hep
parents, Mr. and Mrs, Henry
Mauzy, for a few days, lefl for
their home al Wahoo yesterday.

Dr, Brondel of Murray came up
this aflernoon and boarded the
fasl mmail for Omaha, where hae
was called on professional busi-
Ness,

W. A. Sturtz of South Dakota
wag a guest of his mother-in-law,
Mrs, Handley yvesterday, bul laft
for Omaha on the afternoon train.
Tonight Mr. 8turtz and wife wilk
ko to Kansas Gity to spend Sunday

with his parenls. *‘ﬂ{

Frank Smith was up from Union
Lthis morning and the doelor re<
moved the cast from  his arm,
which is now almosl recovered
from the break received four
woeks ago. His stepfather, Claude
Everelt, drove up with him this
morning, A e

1 ."‘_v

Bonnell Criswisser loft for Ne-
hawka this morning, where he
will visil his son, Dick, for a few
days while the threshing i going
o, Bennell has gollen Lhe idea
thal he always gets mope (o eat
when the threshers are Lhere, Mrs.
Criswisser is different and she will
not go until about the last of Lthe
wiek,

VACANT LOTS FOR SALE—
Lote 1, 7, B 9, 10, in Block 41,
Duke's Addition; 9 and 10, Block
1706 and 6, hlock 12: 1 and 2, Block
‘1:|: {, 2 % and 4, in Bloek 7.
Townsend's Addilion, Wao have

olher niee layving lols, As lols are
advancing in valoue, now is the
time to purchase.,  Brick house,
two  lots, monthly  pavments,

SU25,00,

' Windham Investmen!l & Loan Co.

¢ $13000
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