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CHAPTER XXXIl
Fairbain and Christle.

Dr. Falrbain had originally joined
the searching party, fully as eager as
Keith bimself to run down the rene
gade Hawley, but after an hour of re- |
=ultless effort, his entire thought shift-
«d to the woman they had left alone |
st the hotel. He could not, as yet,
fully grasp the sltuation, but he re
malned loyal to the one overpowering
truth that he loved Christie Maclaire. |
Fairbain's nature was rough, orig
inal, yet loyal to the core. He had
lived all his life long In army camps
and upon the frontler, and hils code |
of honor was extremely slmp'e. It
never once occurred to him that Chris-
tie's profession was not of the high-
oat, or that her life and assoclations
in any way unfitted her for the future.
To his mind ghe was the ema und only
WwOmADR S S0 MemoTY Ol avr, as |
{he little party of men fAled out of
that room, haunted him untll he fn.
nlly dropped out of the search and
drifted back toward the hotel. |

It was & late hour, yet it waw hard-
iy Iikely the woman had retired. Her
excitement, her Interest in the pursult,
woitlld surely prevent that, moreover,
he was certaln he saw a light still
burning In her room, as he looked up
from the black sireet below. Never-
theless he heeitated, uncertaln of hia
reception. Biuff, emphatlo, never
afraid to face w man io his life, his
heart now beat flercely a8 he endeav- |
ored Lo muster the neceasary cour-
sge. Far down the dark street somcl
roysterer fired & shot, and sudden fear
lest he might be sought after profes- |
slonally sent the doctor hurriedly |
within, and* up the stalrs. He stood,
just outside her door, quaking ke &
ahild, the persplration beading his
forehead, but a light streamed
through the transom, and he could
plalnly bear movements within, Al
Ingt, In & sudden spasm of courage,
he knocked softly. IHven In that noisy
spot she heard Instantly, opening the
door without hesltation, and standing
fully dressed within, BShe waa no
longer 8 discouraged, sobbing girl, |
but an aroused, intent woman, Into
whose pathetic, lonely life there had |
come & new hope. Bhe appeared
younger, falrer, with the light shim-
mering in her halr and her eyes smil-
ing welcome,

“Oh, Doctor,” and her hands were
thrust out towards him, "I am glad
you have come. Somehow, | thoughtl
you would, and I have wanted so o
talk to some one—to you."

"To me! Do you really mean that,
Miss Christie?"

“Yes, | really mean that, you great
bear of & man,” and the girl laughed
lightly, dragging him into the room
and closing the door. “Why, who else
could | expect to come to-night? You
were the only one really good to me.
You—you acted as if you belleved In
me all the time—"

“l did, Christle; you bet I did”
broka In the delighted doctor, every
nérve tingling. “I'd 'a’ cleaned out
that whole gang if you'd only sald
€0, but | reckon now It was betler to
let them tell all they knew. It was
Ilke a thunder storm clearing the at
mosphere.”

“Oh, it was, Indeed! Now | know
who | am—who [ am! [Isn't that sim-
vty glorlous? Bit down, Doctor Falr
bain, there In the big chalr where |
oan geo your face. I want to talk, talk,
talk; I want to ask questions, a thou:
sand guestions; but it wouldn't do any
good to ask them of you, would It?
You dont know anything about my
family, do you?"

"“Not very much, | am afrald, only
that you have got an almighty pretty
half-sister,” admitted the man, em
phatically, “and old Walte possesses
the vileat temper ever given a hu-
man being. He's no blood kin to you,
though."

“No, but he is awfully good under:
nesth, &n't he?"

"Got a heart of pure gold, old
Whalte, Why, I've geen him cry llke
& baby over one of his men that got
hart."

"Have you known him, then, for a
long while?"

“Ever since the Spring of 61, 1
was brigaded with him all through the
war, and had to cut a bullset or so
out of his hide bhefore It ended, If
there was ever a fight, Willis Walte
was sure to get his share, He could
wwear some then, but he's improved
emee, and | reckon now he could lke-
iv elaim the champlonship.'

“Nd—did you know my mother
also? and Christle leaned forward,
bhor eves suddenly grown misty. I
haven't even the slightest memory
of her.”

The doctor's heart was tender, and
he was swilt to respond, reaching
forth and grasping the hand nearest
hii. He had made love before, yet
somehow this was different; he felt
half afrald of thls woman, and It was
A new senantion altogether, and not
anpleanant.

*1 saw her often snough In those
days, but not since. 8he was frequent:
.o camp, a very sweelfaced Wome
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an; you Bave her eyes and halr, as |

ognized you at first sight. By Heaw
ens! that was what made me so In
fernally mad, the mulish obstinacy ol
the old fool. Your mother used to
come to the hospital tent, too; one
of the best purses | ever saw. |
thought she was a beauty then, bul
she's some older by this time,” he
pausged regretfully. “You see, I'm ne
spring chicken, mysell.”

Her eyes were upon his face, #
siight flush showing in elther cheek,
and she made no effort to withdraw
her imprisoned hanod.

“You are just a nlee age,” with firm
conviction. "Boys are tlresome, and
1 think a Httle gray in the hair is an
{mprovement. Oh, you mustn’t lm
agine | say this just to please you—I
have always thought so, since—well
= ne | graw nwn, Basldes. fleshy map
Eunerasy voung, because they
pre so good natured. perhaps. How
old are you, Doctor?”

“1¢ fan't the gray halrs | mind. eith
er,” he admliited hesitating y, “but 1I'm
too darned bald-headed. Oh, 1 ain't
g0 old, for 1T was only thirty-five when
the war broke out. I was &0 thin
then | could hardly cast a shadow.
I've changed some eince,” casting his
eyes admiringly downward, “and got
quite a ligure. 1 was forty-three lastl
month." |

“That Isn't old; that's just right,” F

“I've been afrald you looked on me
us belng an old fogy!"”

“1 should say mnot” Indignantly.
“Why should you ever think that?" i

“Well, there were s0 many youog
fellows hanging about.”

“"Who?"

“Oh, Keith, and Hawley, aud that
bunch of officers from the fort; you
never had any time to give me."”

She Inughed again, her fingers tight-
ening in thelr clasp on his hand.

“Why, how foolish; Hawley is older
than you are, and 1 was only playing
with Kelth, Surely you must know |
that now, And as to the ofcers, they
were just fun. You see, In my profes
slon, one has to be awfully nice to
everyhody,”

“But didn't you really care for Haw: |
ley?”" he Insisted, bluntly probing lor
facts,

“He—he Interested me,” admlitted
the girl, hesitatingly, her eyes dork-|
ening with sudden anger. “He :ludl
and 1 belleved him—I would have be-
lleved any one who came with such a
story. Oh, Dr. Falrbain,” and she
clung to him now eagerly, “you can-|
not reallze how hungry 1 have bmnl
for what he brought me. I wanted 50
to know the truth of my birth. On, [
hated this life!" 8She flung her di.t-l
engaged hand into the alr, with a wed |
ture exprossive of disgust, "1 was
erazy to get away from it. That u-u|
what made the man look good to me|
—he—he promised so much. You will|
belleve me, won't you? Oh, you must; |
1 am golng to make you. | am &'
glnger In musie balls; | waa brought
up to that life from a little girl, and
of course, I know what you Western
men think of us as & class. Hnwley]
ghowed It In his whele manner to
ward me, and [ resented it; just for
that, deep down In my heart, I hated
him. | know It now, now that I real
ly understand his purpose; but some
way, when | was with him he seemed
to fascinate me, to make me do Just
a8 he willed. But you have never|
been that way; you—you have acted
as though T wns somebody—somebody
nice, and not just a musie-hall singer.
Terhaps It's just your way, and may
he, déep down you don't think I'm any
better than the other do, but—but |
want you to think I am, apd [ am
golng to tell you the truth, and you
must belleve me—I! am a good girl"”

“Great CGod! of course you are*
he blurted out. "“Don't you suppose
I know? That len't what has been
bothering me, lassle. Why, I'd »
fought any buck who'd 'a’ gneered al
you. What I wanted to know was,
whether or not you really cared for
any of those duffers. Can you tell me
that, Christle?"

She lifted her eyes to his face, her
lips parted,

“I can mnswer anything you aak*

‘And you do not care for them?®™

"No."

He droew his breath sharply,
round face rosy.

“Then you have got to listen Lo me,
for I'm deadly In earnest. I'm an old,
rough, bald-hended fool that don’l
know much about women—I nsver
thought before I'd ever want to—bul
you can bet on one thing, I'm square.
Anybody In this town will tell you
I'm square. They'll tell you that
whatever | says goes. ['ve never run
around much with women; somehow
I never exactly liked the kind ['va
come up agalpst, and maybe they did
n't feel any parteular Interest in me
I didn’t cut much shine as a ladies’
man, but, 1 reckon now, it's only be
cause the right one hadn't happened
along. Bhe s here now, though, all
right, and 1 knew 1t the very first time
I set eyes on her. Oh, you roped and
tled me all right the first throw. May
be | did get you and that half-slster
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| couldn't you be of some help?
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you are the one [or me, Chrisiie

| Conld yvou—counld vou eare for such a

duffér ng 1 am?”

Her llps were smiling and so wera
her eves, but it was a pleading smile

“I—1 don’t think it would be sc
very hard,” she admilied, “not if you
really wanted me to”

“You know what I mean—that | love
yeu—wish you to be my wife?"

“1 supposed that was it—that—thal
FUN Walivou s,

“Yes, snd—and you will love?®"

Her hend dropped slowly, so slowly
he did not realize the significauce of
the actlon until her lips touched hiz
hand,

“I do,” she sald; “you are the besl
man in the world™

Falrbaln could not move, could not
seem to realize what It all meant. The
outcome hnd been so sudden, so sur
prising, that all power of expression
deserted him, In bewllderment bhe
lifted her face and looked Into bhaer
eyes. Perhaps she realized—with the
swift intultion of a clever woman-—
the man's perplexity, for instantly she
led his mind to other things.

“But let us not talk of ourselves
any more, tonight. There Is &0 much
I wish to know; so much that ought
to be done.” 8She sprang to her feet
“Why, it 18 almost shameful for us to
stay here, selfishly happy, while oth
ers are In such trouble. Have they
dlecoversd Hope?”

“No: we scourad the whola town
and found no trace. Now they are out.
slde on the prairie, but there can be
Hitle chance of their picking up @
trall before daylight.”

“And Hawley?”

“He has vanished also; without
doubt they are together. Whe* de

you suppose he ean want of her? How
do you imagine he ever got her (o
g0 with him? 8She len't that sort of &
girl”

She shook her head, shivering a it
tle,

“He must have mistaken her for

i me—perhaps his not even yet discov:

ered his mistake. But what it all
menns, or how he galned her consent
to go with him, 1 cannot conceive.”

She gtood with hands clasped, star

£ out of the window,

“There 18 a little light showing al-
ready." she exclaimed, pointing. "See,
yonder. Oh, 1 trust they will find her
allve, and unhburt. That man, [ be
lleve, 18 capable of any crime, But
Why
ghould you remaln here with me? |
am in no danger."

“You really wish me to go, Chris
tle?

“Not that way—not that way,” and
ehe turned Impulsively, with hands
outstreliched, “Of course 1 want you
here with me, but | want you to help

| bring Hope back.”

He drew her to bim, supremaly hap
py now, every feeling of embarrass
ment lost in complete certainty of pos
sesslon.

“"And T will,” he sald solemnly.
“Wherever they may have gone 1 shall
follow. 1 am golng now, dear, and
when | come back you'll be glad to see
me?"

“Shall (9" her eyes uplifted to his
own, and swimming In tears, "1 will
be the happiest girl in all the world, |
reckon. Oh, what & night this has
been! What a wonderful night! It
nas given me & name, & MOLLEr, aou
the man 1 love.™

He kissed her, not in pasalon, but
in simple tenderness, and as he turned
away she sank upon her kneon at the
window, with head bowed upon the
slll. At the door he paused and
looked back, and she turned and
smiled at him. Then he went out,
and she knelt there sllently, gazing
forth into the dawn, her eyes blurred
with tears—{facing n new day, and »
naw life.
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Backache, Headache, Nervousness
and rheumatism, poth in men and

women, mean kidney trouble, Do
not allow it to progress peyond
Lhe reach of mediecine, bul stop it
promplly with Foley Kidney Pills,
They regulate the action of the
urinary organs, Tonie in action,
quick in results. For sale by F,
G. Fricke & Co.

Frank Goodman of Lhe precinel
drove in this afternoon and lrans-
acted business al the slores,
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- ARE CONFIRMED

College Confirms Ninetaen Nom-
inations Made by Poje.

CEREMONY OF GREAT DIGNTY

Church in United States for First Time
Has Four Representatives in Sacred
College—Nama of One New Cardinal
Kept Secret.

Rome, Nov, 28.—Obedlent to & sum-
mons from Pope Plus X, the cardinals
in Rome assembled In a secret con-
slstory gnd confirmed the papal nomi-
nation of nineteen new members In
the college of cardinals, the supreme
governlng body of the Roman Cath-
olle church.

Of those thus honored, three arc
citlaens of the Unlted States—Mgr.
Johu M. Farley, arehbishop of New
York; Mgr. Willam O'Coinell, arch-
bishop of Boston, and Mgr. Diomede
Falconio, apostolic delegate at Wash-
ington.

Besides the new cardinaly who re-
celved the red hat, the pope created
another, whom he resorved “in
pectore”  (kept secret) and whose
name will be published fn a later con
sistory, when Lthe pope wishes thut to
he done. In some enses the name of the
prelate. thus chosen only hecomes
known after the denth of the pope,

Thus, with Cardinal Gibbons, Amer
lea will have now for the first time a
representation of four in the cardinal-
ate, which, probably, such as now con
stituted, will elect a guceessor to the
telgning pontife,

A8 he entered the hall of the con
vistory, where the ceremony took
place, the pope's step was less sure
ond the eare-warn face of his holiness
Lore the signg of his recent iHiness.
Nevertheless he withstood the fatigne
of the long and tiving ordeal bravely.

In sccordance with the ecclesiastioal
law, a publle consistory must be held
three days after the private gathering,
when the new eardinals, with the ex-
veption of those from Spain nnd Aus
trig, will receive thelr red hatg, The
Spanish and Austrian prelates must
receive the  baretta  first  from the
hands of thelr temporal soversign
The public consigtory will he held on
Thursday In the Hall of Beatification
instond of the Sala Regln, ns at first
plunned.  The former hall I8 much
Inrger and wasg decided on beeause of
the winny applleations for admittancs

The ceremony, thongh eompuratively
simple, was carrfied ont with a dignity
and form that has charncterized the
institution (rom the oarllest days,

COLD WAVE MOVING EAST

Suow. Driven by Gale, Sweeps Down
From Rockles,

Kansas Clty, Nov. 28.—A cold wave
gweeplng down from the Rocky moun
tuing made itsslf felt in western Ne
hrasks, Kapeas and the Texas Pan
handle. Snow, drlven bhefore a thirty-
gix mile wind, swept western Kansas,
cauning heavy damage to live stock,

Snow and zero temperatures pra
valled In Notth and South Dukota,
According to the local United Btates
woeather forecaster, the cold wave 18
driving eastward and will bring a
temperature as low as 10 or 12 degrees
to Migsourl and Jowa and almost as
low In Oklahoma,

CONDENSED NEWS

No digorders oceurred In the frst
froe muntelpnl election ever held in
Juarez.

Thomns A Edison ealled ol the
White House and met Presldent Taft
for the first time.

President Taft accepted an Invita
tion to attend the dinner of the Aero
Club of Ameriea In New York, Jan. 27.

Aviator Fowler, In slght of Fort
Worth, Tex., was forced to descend in
the midst of » drove of steers, when
hig engine broke down In midalr.

President Madero of Mexico has
sent to Oaxacn a speclal comminsloner
to effeet, If possible, a reconcillation
between the disgruntled state and the
central government,

The eonstitutionality of the home
rule law passed by the last leglslature
for the citles of Wisconsin has been
decided by Cireult Judge W. J. Turner
of Milwaukee favorably to the law

The trial of Mrs. Frances O'Shaugh-
nessey for the murder of her husband
en May 6, “in order to save his soul,”
was completed with the exception of
the summing up of the district attor
Wy,

Before the buttleship Oregon, which
ind left San Franciseo for Bremor-
o navy yard on Puget sound, hod
procesded (ar hevond the Golden Gate,
It was  recalled by wireless ordors
from Washington, No explanation was
contuined In the Washington telegram.

The “trust busting” crusude of the
foderal government has demonstrated,
in the judgment of Attorney General
Wickersham, that the powers of the
burean of corporations shonld ba en
larged and the barean brovght inte
closer relationship with the depart
ment of justice

Five hundred persong sat down ot
toe “Develop Alaska" dinner of the
Beattle chambor of ecommerce, the
purpose of the gathering belng to fur
ther the movement to oblaln logisla.
tion from congress for the opening of
Alaska to settlement and of its re.
sources to developmant,

Wanted
A Husband

He Was Obtained Through
a Singular Couriship
By HARRIET C. BONSALL

Copyright by Amerionn Press Asso-
clation, 1511

Helen Trevor bad the misfortune to
be an helress. Her father, Dongld Tre-
vor, had acemmulated a lurge fortune
and Melen, belog tis only child, would
at his denth possess It all. Heaping
up riches becomes a passion. Rather
it Is a babit, and we all know that a
habit onve fixed on an lodividual is
hard to bresk.

Mr. Trevor fllustrited this as fol
lows: Since his daughter was to take
hig place he lnld out a course for her
This course lovolved her marringe: for
he not only 1aid out for her ber future
concerning the estiute, but for her helt
or helrs. The man his daughter should
murry did not so much copcern him
as thut she should marry. He made
a will tying up the property to her
and ber childeen, excluding the bus-
band and father entively. Therefore
it made Nttle diference to Dim wheth-
et Helen married s good man or a
“ariek.”

But he found Helen bard to manage
In thiz matter of matrimony. Rhe be
Ing twenty nnd he 8lxty, the two lopk-
ed ot it from opposite standpoints. Fle
thought he was giving ber a great
denl of leeway when bhe told ber that
he didn't cnre whether she wnrried
Tom, Dick or Harry so long ns she
chose a husband, A girl who would
not be antisfled with that must be
very unrensonable, Helen expressed
herself ag content with the conditions,
but since she was elther pot In jove
or the man she wanted did not pro
pose to her she did not choose any nne

The old man fretted and fumed apd
scolded till the poor girl was driven
nearly disteacted.  Feellng obliged to
encourage some man, she hit upon
Tom Fisher, who would not only have
been gind to marry her for her money, |
but for love After o month's dawdling
with Fisher she tired of him and took
up with Archie Brigga. A fair trinl
with Archle convinced her that per
haps, after all, she could stand Figher
better,  Flsher was recalled and dis
missed.  Priges was reinstated aod
dismissed. pnd so the game went on

The one lenst Infored by It wan Miss
Trovor  Roth her saltors were kept
on tenterhooks, while her father was
made positively 111 by her indecislon |
fHe was ordered to his bed by his phy- |
slelnn, who sald that he must not be
troublpd abont ansthing. He muast be
given his own way in everything. If
this rule were not observed the doctor
would not apswer for the conse
quenced

With the perversity of glrlhood Hel
en Trevor gave ber heart to o man
who showed no disposition whatever
to return it.  Diek Thorston, n young
Inwyer, bright, attractive and In many
respects n scapegrace, was the uncons
sclous reciplent of her preferonce. But
unfortunately ahe as a woman conld
not plend her cnuse with bim. 1t was
hard that, while she might be sntls.
fled with a husband and ber fatber
might be restored to health by this
young man, he showed no dlsposition
whatever to marry her.

Mr. Trevor grew worse, and his anx
lety to see his daugbter married be
eame w0 serlous that she began to fear
it would brenk her down as well as
her father. He ealled ber to his bed-
gldde nnd questioned ber about her in
tentions.  She told him that she was
dellbernting whether she shonld mar
ry Tom Plsher or Archie Briggs and
promised him that she wonld make up
her mind ns to which she wounld ac.
ecept aa woon ns possible, The ook of
appenl he gnve her went to her heart—
that s, It wonld have gone to bher heart
had It not gone out of her possession
into that of Dick Thurston.

A week passed. She came to no
concloslon, npd the doctor told her
that the subject of her marringe was
affecting her father so serlously that
if he dld not get It off his mind he
would die. Bomething must be done.
Perplexed beyond enduorance, she wns
driven to seek a confidant. 8Bhe went
to Thuraton, told him of the situation,
excepting that part of it which con-
corned himself, and asked him as a
Inwyer If there wias no way of belng
married so that after her father
should recover she conld be unmar
rled. In other words, conld she ap
pear to be martled without belng mar
ried?

Thurston nsked her If there was
any one with whom she would enter
upon such a contract, and she told
him that there were two most favored
individunls—viz, Thomas Fisher and
Archabnld Briggs.  Thurston with that
reserve Inwyers are accustomed to put
on when Interviewing a cllent made
A note of the names, put on a look In.
dicating that his braln was stagger
ing under the welght of the problem
and sald that It would be necossury
to look the matter up. He would do
go and give her a reply within o fow
days. Just before she left his office
he asked one more question,

“I18 there nny one who stands above
these two most favored gentlemen ¥’

“If they are most favored how could
any one be more favored?' wus her
reply. “There Is nothing beyond the
superintive”

“Very true, very true. That would
be Impossible” And with a low bow
he softly cloged the door behind her,

Miss Trevor did not hear anythlog

from her uttorney within the prom-
ised “fow doys." nod ber father grew
worse, One mornipg after the doctoe
bad been visiting Mr. Trevor the med-
feal man sald to Helen:

“It 18 a question between your fa-
ther's mind being relleved of the sab-
ject that s worrying bim or his sae-
cumbing. He feare be will die, you
will pever warry and the estate thag
be hus beon at g0 wuch pains to bulld
ap will become dissipated. In my
opinfon iIf you will decide upon mar-
rying be will get well”

“I'll como to a declsion at once™
was the reply.

As soon as the doctor bad departed
Helen burried to her attorney. Sha
told him that she must decide be
twen ber two suitors Immedintely and
& declslon wonld not avall witbofit &
marringe. A vague hope was i hee
that Thurston would take pity on bher
and solve the problem by offeriag te
marey ber himself. But he did mok
He treated the affalr professionally.
1 have looked the matter up” she
snld with the gravity of n judge om
the supreme bench, “and 1 would ad-
vise you to micry both your sultors™

"Mh!"

“Yes, both™

“Rut such a marringe wonid in law
be bignmy."”

“Not at all, There is no law of the
Iand agninst marrying two persons b
once. Thore fs a law agninst a mar-
rled person mareying agnin dorlog the
lifetime of the first consort or withouk
divoree, but your st marringe may be
with ns many husbands us you ke

Helen looked at him In astonish-
ment

“1 stnke my professionnl reputation
on whint 1 say being true” added the
lawyer. “If you ean Induce hoth these
men Lo marey you at once you cnn au-
nounce to your father thal you have
married elther one of them you choose
to name to him.  After Lia recovery
you will have no trouble in getting the
courts to annul the double marringe.”

“But suppose these men will not eon-
gent to such n marringe.”

“Try them.”

Helen thought burd for awhlle, her
tormentor regarding her euriously.

“My ndvice 18" he added, “for you te
write each one of your suitors an-
nouncing that you will marry him as
an appoloted time and place”

Wil you be present?

“Certainly. As your attorney 1 must
see that yon fall into no legnl ervor””

It 18 singulor bow much byplay will
pass between o man and A woman be-
fore unmasking thele feolings, nor 1s
it certaln ot Just what point they come
to understand each other, At this
juncture an iden shot through Helen's
braln. She told Mr. Thursion to be at
her house at 4 o'clock the next after.
noon, then took her leave,

At the appointed honr [elen, array-
ed In becoming costume, “awalted the
coming evenl. At any rate, she awalt-
ed her attorney, who at the appointed
hour rang the doorbell. He found bher
in the drawlng room looking very pret-
ty, but woebhegone.

“Where nre your sultors?” ho asked.
“They have falled me."

“How so?"

“] gept for them and told them thae
would marry both of them.”

“What did they say "

“Nothing, They withdrew In high
dudgeon.”

“How ls your father?"

“In a eritieal eondition.”

*What do you propose to do?"

*1 hnve no fdea what to do. | called
upon you for legnl advice, You pro-
pored n plan to which 1 ncceded, Tt
has falled and 1 am at my wits' end.*

“Rendy to marry any one?"

“Any one” She was looking not as
him, but at the floor.

"] presume that, as your attorney, }
am bound to help you out."

There was no reply to this.

“If | bad not beew sensible of
unworthiness to secure such a prise
would have long ago offered to settle
this matter for yon by offering myself
as o means of solving the problem."

The Iady sltting mute, the gentle-
man proceeded. v

“Bloce your father's life depends
upon your marriage and there Is no
more favored man than the two most
favored men"—

He puused, but she did not make any
remark and he proceeded

“You might honor me by accepting
me 8 a dummy to serve for the pres-
ent and to be cast off when not need
M‘Fl

Bhe looked up at him, a smile broke
over her sober, not to mny troubled,
features, he went to bher and, bending
down, kissed her.

An hour Iater word came from the
slckroom that Mr. Trevor was sinking.
and that he begged of his daughter to
glve hiim the sntlsfaction of seelng her
mwarried before he died, A clergyman
was called, and as soon as he arrived
Thurston and Helen went upstairs to
the Invalld and Flelen, kneeling beside
per father, put ber arms around him
and apnounced that she had come to
n decislon. She wos to marry Me
Thurston

“What! Why, Nell, | thonght youn
were hesiteting between two others™

“8o | wans, father, but that was be
enuse Mr. Thurston didn’t agk me'

“80 she come to my office and asked
me,” sald Thuarston.

“1 didn't."”

“You did"*

“1 gay 1 didn't"

“Come, cowme,” Interrupted the
ther, “let woll enough alone.™

At that moment the clergyman em-
tered nnd the couple wore married.

“And now," sald Mr.  Thurston,
“slnce it 1s all settled, I think 1'll take
A nap.”

o turned over, went to sleep and
in a few days wns in his office at-
tendlog to busipess. He lved to ses
a grandson on whom he sottled his
fortone




