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CHAPTER XXXI. !

The Search for the Missing, ]

The nole of unrestrained joy of re
itef 1n the woman's volce rang through |
the room, stilling all else, and caus
fng those who heard to forget for an
instaut the starner purpose of thelr |
gathering. Fairbaln bent over her,
ke & fat guardian angel, patting her
ghoulder, her eyes wo blurred with
tears as to be practically sightiess, yet
atill turned questioningly upon Walle,
The sheriff was first to recover
speech, and a sense of duty.

“Then this lets Miss Maclaire out
of the conspiracy charge,” he sald,
gravely, “but it doesn’t make It any
brighter for Hawley so far as | can
see—there's n robbery charge against
him If nothing else. Any one here
know where the fellow In?"

Toar.s.mognent ao  wa anawersd. al
though Keith took a step forward, re'
winded Instantly of Hope's predica |
menl. Before he could speak, however,
Christie looked up, with swift gesture
pushing back her loosened halr.

"He was 1o have met me at lhll
theater to-night” she sald, her volce
trembling, "but was npot there when
1 came out; he—he sald he had fm:
portant news for ma."”

"And falled to show up—did he send
no message?”

‘Doctor Fairbaln was walting fo
me instead. He sald that Mr, Hawle,
was called suddenly out of town."

The eyes of the gheriff turned te
Fairbaln, whose face grew redder
than usunl, as he shifted hix gaze
wward Kelth.

“That was & s he confessed,
lamely. “I—I was told to say that’

“Just & moment, Sherlff,” and Keith
stood before them, his volce clear and
convincing. “My name Is Kelth, and
1 have unavoldably been mixed up in
this affair from the beginning. Juat
now | can relleve the doctor of his
embarrassment. Mlss Hopa Walte
and 1 have been associated together
in an effort to solve this mystery, This
evening, taking advantage of the re
markable resemblance exlsting be
tween hersell and Miss Maclaire, Miss
Hope declded upon a mask—"

“What's that" Walie broke In a=
citedly.  "ls Hope here?”

‘Yea, has been Tor u week;

wo
had all the police force of Sherldan
bhunting you."

The old man stared at the speaker,
open-mouthed, and muttered some-
thing about Fort Haya, but Kelth, pay-
ing little attention to him, burrled on
with his story.

“Ag I say, she declded upon imper
sopating Christle here, hoping in this
way to learn more regarding Hawley's
plans. We had discovered that the
two were to meet wfter the evenlng
performance at the stage door of the
Trocadero. [ escorted Hope thers,
dressed as near llke Mlss Maclalre as
posslble, and left her Insldy the vesti-
bule walting for ‘Black Bart' o ap
pear. At the head of the alley I ran
into Fairbain, told him something of
the clrcumstances, and persuaded him
o escort Miss Christle back to the
hotel. He was not very hard to per-
sunde. Well, Hawley came, and Hope
met him; they went out of the alley-
way together arm In arm, talking
plensantly, and turned this way to
ward the hotel. The doctor and 1
both saw and heard them. [ was de-
layed not to exoeed two minutes,
speaking & final word to Falrbain, and
when | reached the street they had
disnppeared. | have hunted them
averywhore without finding & trace—I
have even been through the resorts.
8he bas not returned to the hotel, and
I burst In upon you here hoping that

WHER WiLDERHESS WAS King
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Mise Maclaire might bave some Infor
mation.”

She shook her head, and Walte, |
glaring impotently at the two of them,
swaore sharply

"Good God, man! my girl!
alone with that damn villain, Come
on, Bherif; we've got to find her. |
Walt, though!” and he strode almost
menaciugly across the room. “Firat, |
I want to know who the devil you |
are?”

Kelth etralghtened up, looking di
rectly Into the flerce guestioning eyes

“l have told you my oame—Jnck
Kelth," he replled, qumetly. “Doctor
Falrbaln knows something of me, bul
for vour further Information 1 will add
that when we met before 1 wag Cap
taln Kelth, Third Virginla Cavaley,
uwnd bearing digpatches from
ireet to Stonewall Jackson™

The grufl old soldler, hall-cruved by
the news of his daughtoer’s peril
Eleam ol hls cyes wtill reveallng un
controlled temwper, stared at the young
er face fronting him; then glowly he
hald out kis hand

Hops,

Long

the

Helth—Kelth,” he repeated, an
though bringing back the name with
an effort. “By God, that's so—old Jef
farson Kelth’s boy—killed st An
tletum And you know lopal

Yok, Genoral'
He looked
nnd the

aboul
sherlil brok

s though dazed,
o In not unkindly

"Well, Walte, If we are golng to
senrch for your davghier we betior
b ke it Come o al) of vou: Mis
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Taclaire will
nlome."

He took hold of Kelth's arm, gues-
tioning him briefly as they passed
down the hall. Oun the siairs the lat-
ter took his turn, still confused by
what he had just heard,

“Who s Miss Maclaire?”

“Phyllis Gale.”

“Of course, but who 1s Phyllls Gale?
What has she to do with General
Walte? Hls daughter has told me she
never heard of any oue by that name."

“Waell, Kelth, the old man has never
told me very much; he's pratty close
mouthed, except for swearing, but I've
read his papers, and plcked up a point
or two. ] reckon the daughter, Miss
Hope, maybe never heard a word
about it, but the boy—the one that
wis shot—musl have stumbled onto
the story and repeated it to Hawley,
That's what set that fellow golog, [t

he aaked.

you know the rest—Lhe girl was easy,
because she was so ignorant of her
parentage, and nothing prevented
Hawley from winning except that)|
Walte got mad and declded to fght. |
That knocked over the whole thing.”

They were outside now, and the
first touch of the cool night air, the |
first glance up and down the nolsy
street, brought Keith to himself, his
mind ready to grapple with the prob- |
lem of Hope's disappearance. It
seemed to hilm he had already looked
everywhere, yet there was nothing (o
do except to continue the search, only
more systematicnlly, The sherilf as-
sumed control—clear headed, and ac
customed to that sort of thing—call-
ing In Hickock and his deputies to
asslst, and fairly combing the town
from one¢ end to the other. Not & rat
conld have slipped unobserved
through the net he dragged down thpt
long street, or Its intersecting alleys
~but it was without resuit; nowhere
was there found a trace of elther the |
ganmbler or his companion,

They dug Into saloouns, baghlos,
dance-halls, searching back rooms
and questioning Inmates; they rouied |
out every occupant of the hotel, In~!
vaded boarding houses, and explored
shacks and tents, indifferent to the
protests of those disturbed—but with-|
out result. They found several who
knew Hawley, others who had seen the
two logether passing by the lighted
windows of the Trocadero, but beyond
that—nothing. Convinced, at last, that
the partles gought were not allve In'
Sheridan, and beginning to fear the |
worgt, the searchers separated, and
began spreading forth over the black
surrounding prairie, and by the light
of lanterns seeking any semblance of
trull, There was no lanck of volun-
teers for this work, but It was aay-
light before the slightest clue pre
sented ltself. Keith, with the sherill
and two or three others, had groped
thelr way outward until, with the flrst
flush of dawn, they found themselyes
at the openlug of & small rocky ra
vine, near the foot of “Hoots HIIL”
Peoring down Into its still shadowed
depths, they discerned what appeared
ke & body Iylog there motlonleas.
Kelth sprang down beslde It, and turn-
ed the rigld form oyer untll the dead
face wvas revenled in the wan lght—
It was that of the red moustached
Scott. He staggered back at the rec
ognltion, barely abie to ejaculate.

“Here, Sheriff! This is one of Haw-
ley's men!”

The sherlff was bending Instantly
above the corpse, searching for the
truth.

“You know the fellow?”

"“Yes, his name was Scott.”

“Well, he's been dead some hours,
at least six | should say; shot just
above the eve, and good Heavens!
look here, Kelth, at the slze of this
bullet wound; that's no man's gun In
this country—no more than a ‘32' I'd
E.)'."

“Miss Walte had a small revolver.
She must have shot the fellow. But
why did they leave the body here to
be dlscovered?”

The sherlff arose to his feet, prowl
Ing nbout In the brightening glow of
the dawn

"They were In a hurry to get away.
and knew he wouldn't he found before
morning. A six hours' starl means n
good deal. They did drag him back
out of sight—look here. This was
where the struggle took place, and
hero I8 whera the man fell,” tracing
it out upon the ground. *The girl
put up s st fight,  teo—eee where
they dragged her up the path. From
the f(ootprints there must have been
half o dozen in the party. Get back
out of the way, Bims, while 1 follow
thelr tradl”

It Wias piain enough, now they und
daylight to asslet them, nnd led aroun
the edge of the Wl A hundred re t

awny they came to where horses hae
been standing, the tramplod sod evi
geneing they must have been there (o
ome conslderable time Kelth and
tha sherlf oirclod out untll

I¥ styruck the trail of the party, whic
ied forth southwest soross the prairis
“Beven horses, one belng led )ig

sald the Tormer Thist was Keot

probably.” 11
“That's the whole story,”

the sheriff,, starving off

rep Jini

towars this

| rode down Into the valley of Bhaw-

they finas ‘

pafe NOTIZON, “ANA 108 CHESES NAYE AL
least aix hours the start
horses He turaed arocund
boys, that tankes 'em out of my balll- |
wick., 1 reckon. SBome of the rest of
you will have 1o run that gang down.'

with fresh

] | 1 l

Well, wheaever 1 was, the girl 18

stifl with the othors, and thely traH

18 the eaxiost to follow, We'll keep
after them."

They pushed on hour after hour, as
long s daylight lasted or they could
peroslve the falutest trace to follow.
Already balf-convinced that he knew
the ultimate destination of the fugl
tives, Kelth yet dare not venilure om
pressing forward during the night, thus
possibly losing the trall and belog
compelled to retrace thelr steps. It
was better to procesd slow and sure
Bealdes, judging from the sondition of
thelr own horses, the pursued would
be compelled to halt somewhere (o
rest thelir atock also. Thelr trall even
revealed the fuct that they were trav-
eling far less rapidly than at first, al
though evidently making every effort
to cover the greatest possible dis-
tance before stopping. Just as the
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Pastor Russell In His Thankagiving
Sermon 3ays Unthankfulness Breeds
Discontent and Undermines Happi-
nese—True Christians Accept Their
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dusk shut in close about them they

nes Fork, and discoversd slgns of a
recent camp at the edge of the stream,
Here, apparently, judging from the
campfire aghes, and the trampled
grass along the Fork, the party must
have halted for several hours. By
lighting matches Kelth and Bristoe
discerned where some aAmong them

We report bis dis-
| ¢ourse on Thunks
| «iving. He sald:—
e i Our experiences
[PASTOR. RUSSELL)) v Nfe are to &
considerable  ex-
tent whint we mwke them. Bible stu:
dents shonld be philosopbhers—every-
one of them  Why?  Beeause the Wik
dom from above 48 the noblest sciénce and
boxt instruction.  As St Paul declares.

had lald down to sleep, and, through
various glgns, declded they must have
agnin departed some five or slx hours
previouns, one of thelr horses llmping
s Il lame. The tired pursuers went
into camp at the same spot, but with-
out venturing to light any fire, merely
snatching & cold bite, and dropping
off to sleep with heads plllowed upon
thelr saddles.

They were upon the trall again with
the first dimness of the gray dawn,
wading the waters of the Fork, and
striking forth acrosa the dull level of
brown prairie and white alkall to-
ward the Arkansus. They saw nothing
all day moving In that wide vista
about them, but rode steadlly, scarce-
ly exchanging a word, determined,
grim, never awerving a yard from the
falnt trall. Tha noraned wera moving
which puzzled bim most was the
man's object in attempting so desper
ate o venture, IDd he know hls pris-
oner wis Hope Walte? or did he still
guppose he was running off with Chris-
tie Maclaire? Could some rumor of
Walte's appeal to the courts have
reanched the gambler, frightened him,
and cauged him to attempt this des
perate effort at eceape? and did he
bear Miss Maclaire with him, hoping
to keep her walely concealed until
he was hetfer prepured to come out In
open fight? If this was the actual
gtate of affalrs then it would secount

{ for much otherwlse hard to explain,

The actress would probably not have
been missed, or, at least, serlously
gonght after, untll she falled to ap-
pear at the theatgr the following even:
Ing. This delay would glve the fu-
gitlves a4 start of tweniy hours, or
even more, and practically assure
thelr ealety, Besldes, I the light of
Whaile's npplication to the sheriff for
psclstance, 1t was comparatively easy
to concelve of a valld reason why
Hawley should wvanish, and desive
lkewlse, to take Mlgs Maclilre with
him. But there was no apparent oc-
caslon for hls forcible abduction of
Hope. Of course, he might have done

g0 from a suddenly aroused fit of an-

ger at some discovery the girl had
made, yet everything pointed rather
to o deliberate plan, Both horses and
men were certalnly walting there un-
der orders, Hawley's adherents In
charge, and every arrangement per
fected In mdvance, Clearly enough
the gambler had planned it all out
before he ever went to the Troca
dero—mno doubt the completion of
these final arrangements was what de-
Inyed his appearance at the hotel. If
this was all true, then It must have
been Christle, and not Hope, he pur
posed bearlng away with him, and the
latter was merely a victim of her mas-
querade,

What would result when the man
discovered his miutake? Such a dis-
covery could not be delayed long, al-
though the girl was quickwitted, and
would surely realize that her personal
enfety depended upon keeping up the
deception to the last possible moment,
Yot the discovery must finally occur,
and there was no guessing what form
Hawley's rage would assume when he

found himself baMed, and gil his
plans for a fortune overturned, Keilth
fully reallzed Hope's peril, and his

own helpleszness to serve her In this
emergency was ngony. As they hur
ried back to the town, he briefly re-
viewed Lthese concluslons with Walte
and Falrbaln, all allke agreelng there
wns nothing remulning for them to do
except to take up the trall. The fugl-

it tends to promote the spirit of a
{sound mind—ond o sound mind Is nec-
| pssarily o phllosophleal one, Murmur
ii.-ru und complnluers are not philoso-
phers, but the reverse. A sound mind

tells us to tnke things as they are. o
| make the best of them rather than to
quarrel over them and find fault with
Divine providence and make ourselves
and everybody else io our environment
miserable,

True Christian people In every land
and under all conditlons have found
plenty of cause for thaonklulness, even
though they have had thelr share, or
more, of lfe's difflcnities. Nor was this
thankfulpess beeause they had master
ed the Divine phllosophy and under
gtood the why and the wherefore of the
present relgn of sin and death, They
aceepted thelr portion of life's Joys and
gorrows Ly falth, belleving that their
portion was mensured to them by the
Lord and that full obedience and sub
misslon, with cheerfulvess, was (helr
duty

Excuses For Unthankfulness.

We are ready to concede that the
world, awakening from Lhe sleopy su-
perstitions of the past. cun readily
i fiud many excuses for declining to be
thankful, If we mentlon some of
these {t will not be by way of endors
ing them, rather to show the unthank-
ful misses that we recognise thelr
viewpolut but do not agree with it
We would polnt them to the better
course of thankfulness and proportion.
ute happiness. To thelr complalnt
that they bave fewer and smallor
blessings than thelr more wenlthy
nelghbors, we remind them that the
poor of this fovored lund habitoally
waste more than would make very
thankful some of the poor of olher
Innds.

We remind that under Divine bless:
jug upon the soll and the Divine bless
ing upon huwman skill convenlences
und comforts have multip'led about us
g0 that the “ecommon pesple” of our
Iand have home comforts and con
venlences and  edoeationnl facllities
pud parks and Ubrarles, well paved
nod lghted streets and cheap truns
portation such as were not dreamed
of in our grandfathers' days, nor en-
joyed even by the rich. Let us not
groedlly ask more along these lines
untll we bhave fully appreclated pres-
ent privileges and blessings and re-
I turned thanks therefor,

“RBut,” snys one, "our forefathers
were superstitiously thankful, and we
must avold that. They gave thanks
to God for the sunshine and the raln
We have learned thut these are provl-
glons of nature and we thank nobody
for them. Our forefathers thanked
God for eseape from feudal slavery,
but we see that they should bave re-
belled agalost feudallam and bought
thelr freedom with their own cournge.

“"Our forefotbers thanked God, If
they were glck, that they did not dle
und go to eternnl torture. We are com.
Ing to the ratlonalistle iden that they
should have thanked thelr physician
for recovery from sickness and should
not have belleved In an everlasting fo-
ture of torture, because so far ns we
can see that tenching {8 all humbug
Intelligent people of the world have
no more knowledge than ourselves re
gpocting a future,.  We ngree with
the college professors that our race |s
progressing by sn evolutlopary law of
nuture, and that God hns nothing to do
with it, and that there Is no furure
Ife for us except In the sense that wo

fives had already galned too great an
adyaninge to be overhauled, but they
might be trnced to whatever point
they wers hending for. In splte of the
start belng so far to the west, Kelth
wis firmly convinead that thelr destin
ation would prove to be Carson Cluy

in the fature, will be represented on o
higher plane of living, by our evoluted
children. Yon will percelve. therefors
why wo conslder Thankagiving Day n
plece of medleval supersiition,”

Replies to the Unthankful,
Our reply to this rensoning muat be
along two lnes: frest. philosonhien!;
wecond, nnalythinl -

(To Be Conlinued.

Mrs, I1. DL T IS and danghiter,
Miss Helon, returned fmom Lin-
ol on the morning teain Loday,
vhere Lthey visited friends for .l|
=hort time |

Wilhiam MeCan ey and wile .'llulll

D, Messepsmith and wife ro-|

irned from Haveloek thigs morn
ne, where they attended the fun-

crenl of Joel Messersmith, ‘I

(1 Arg not theso inerensingly nrge
numbers of paunthelutle and nthelstie
evolutioniats unphilosophieal? They nd
mit that they bave hiessings far be
yond anything koown te thelr fore
fathers, nnd they sdmlt that thelr on
Ruppiness hns nerensed In proportion
as these blewsings and ronsonings re
kpectiog  them  bnve recetved
Would not o true phillosophy tell them

biven

== THE PENALTY OF |

|

1

(Dug IF Loppiuess s Ther alm ang oe
sire. their Joss of bappiness Is not due
to the Ineredsed blessifugs, bot o 1he
improper and unthankful waoner n
which they bave recdlved  them)
Would not philesophs apart
from the Bible or religlon, have warn
ed 1them that, even i1 their theorivs
were 1rne, It wonld be unwise to eultl
vate them in thelr own minds and n
the minds of others?

™ Let o now analyze the foregoing
complaints, Who cun prove to us thut
there 1s no living and trup God—that
there I8 werely a god of nature, a blind
force? Who can explaln to us the
power which bolds our earth In its or
bit around the sun, and which has
given us summer and wioter, cold and
heat; has given us mountalos and val.
leys, hills and plalos, In plensing varle-
ty and lgaded with minerals most e
ful to us and werely walting our beav-
en-dlrected genlus to bring them forth
for the blessing of our race, and to
mnke of earth the Parndise of God?

What philosophy can prove to s
thnt these things have bappened by
chanoe and that we are wrong ln ne-
cepting the SBeriptural suggestion, “bay
unto day uttereth speech and night
unto night showeth knowledge. and
there I8 no place where their volce s
not heard"—proclalming an All-Wisp
gnd beneficent Creator? We know that
the wisdom and beneficence of our
Creator were hidden from our meninl
view by our superstitions and lrration
al ereeds of the past, but now, ns the
electrie light has superseded the tallow
candle, so God's Word today 1s shin
ing forth to those who have eyes Lo sve
its beauty.

Let us not bopst ourselves as pos
gessed of 8o much grenter conrage than
had some in fendal times, Let us note,
on the contrary, thar the patriotism
which demanded and got the “Magon
Charta™ of our llberties was ns noble
and courageous s any that we hove
today, of more so. Our freedom From
some of the superstitions of the pust
ts the result of the sprend of educa
tlon, and we must thank veither our
selves nor our forefuthers for this
widespread education; we must thunk
the Lord for it. 1t cnme upon the world
in spite of the opposition of the rieh
and the (ndifference of the poor. It
came becnuse God's due thme for it
had arrived.

The Scriptures fully assure us that
it 1s n specinl mark or evidence
that the New Em of Divine blesting,
prophesied (o the Sceriptures long #go,
Is now at hand. Compare St Peter's
words (Aets 1, 10-21) with the words
of the Prophet Danlel.  (Daniel xli, L)
Rightly understood and approeciated
the very nrguments used to oppose God
are grounds for sincere pralse and
gratitude and hope for the future,

A Word to Higher Critics and Evolu-
tionists,

The law of sin and death ix referred
to in Sceripture.  We grant, ns all
thinking people must, that the tesch
ings of the creeds formulsted In the
Dk Ages, respecting the torture of
the dead, are nbsurd: nnd more than
this we hold that they are unseriptural;
that they were conjured up under su-
perstitious fears, nmd that certuln sym.
bolleal pletures of the Bible were wrest
e to the support of those misconcep.
tions of the Divine charncter and Plan,

But does the rejectlon of those abe
wurd theories dlyprove an intelligent
Creator and (igprove the Bible's dec-
larntion that He s n Qod of Love, and
that there Is a ratlonal sxplanation of
the present refgn of sln and death. and
a ratlonnl basis for hope for the res
urrectlon of the dead, under the glorl
ous relgn of Emmanunel, the P'rince of
Life, and the blessings which His
Kingdom will surely bring to every
member of our race?

That the buman family Is In a weak
and depraved condition, mentally, mor
ally and physieally, s beyond dis
pute: and evolutionists have not proven
the Bible In error In Ity explanation
that present weakness, mental, moral
and physical, 18 proof of degeneracy
which came to our race because of
sin.  Consangulnity between the hu
man and the npe has not been proven,
but If it had been there would be just
ns much ground for reasoning that a
monkey is a degenerate human as for |
claiming that bumanity are evoluled
npes.

In opposition Lo this Irratlonal theory |
we note that munkind In general, even
those of humble birth, have orgaus of
the mind whieh they rarely use, and
which cnnnot, therefore, be sald to be
evoluted by them; and those orgnns
are not tho lower but the higher ones,
the nobler ones, Theke qualities of
mind are present but dormnpt, merely
walting to be guickened Into activity
Thuls fact favors the Bible view that
mankind are fallen and that few are
Hving up to even the best of the lm
palred orgnnlsm which they possesy

The evolutlonnry theory, that we
should live and die slmply for the ad
yaneement of future generations, may
prove oo lncentive to some. but ln our
Judgment these will be few.  Of far
groater interest ls the Bible's tenching
thnt the present ls the night time, In
which onr friends and neighbors and
onrselves, one by one, fall sslesp In
death; and that God's Inloite Wisdum
and PPower and Love have provided n
resurrection of the dend, both of the
Joust and the unjost--the just 1o glory,
honor und everlasting lfe. (the unjust
to n glorlous condition very diﬂvrvml
from the present redgn of &in and death
~unpder the relgn of the Prince of Life
with glortons opportunities. for a thou- !
sund yenrs, of aplifting blessedness -
Then overlosting e will be the re
ward to the faithfol and appreciutive

nlone,

Discontent the Vipar of Anarchy.

We bhave noted that anthankfalness
megans dlscontent, and that discontent
mwenns unhappitess and mizery.  Who

then can afford o be nathankfual, or to
take the road of unbelief, which sure-

Iy leuds therdtor B Faur tiaws vol
atieution o the fact thot much of the
degradation of the beathen should be
directly truced to unthankfulness. He
declares that the Headship of the Al
mighty over all eveation, and His gne
Hmited power, are clearly manifested
n the things of nature

He decinres that the heathen “are
without excuse. because they, whem
they knew God. gloritied Hhn not as
God. peither were thankful, but be
came viuin lo thelr imaginntions, aod
thelr foolish beart was darkeoed. Pros
fesslng themselves to be wise they be
came foolish” and ldoluters. “"Where-
fore God also gave them up to unclegns
uess, through the lusts of their ows
hearts, to dishonor toeir own bodieg
botween themselves” (Romans |, 2L}
Unthankfulness to God wus pot pamks
ished directly nor threatened with
future punishment. Actlog aulemat
ically it soparnted the unthankful ones
from thelr Creator, and their course
became downwnrd, degenemie.

The spirit of unthankfulness as &
maindy threatens our present clvilisa~
tlon with death. Year by year the
sentiment is growlog, and discontent,
when fully bntebied out, will be tha
viper of anarchy, for whose virus
there Iz no human remedy. :

We thank God that although this
awful anarchy foretold s nedr ak
hand, and 18 begond buman abllity to
cope with, yet Divine Love has prom-
ised to Intervene to save the unthanks
ful world Ly the establishment of the
Messianfe Kingdom In power and
great glory, for the blessing of all the
families of the carth; for the making
stralght of all the crooked pathy; foe
the opening of the exes of understand-
ing. that all may see the Troth

The Thanksgiving of Christians,
St Paul, nddressing Christians, says:
What manner of persons ought we o
bet" Simblarly, we might say, How
earnest shonld be the thanksgiving of
Clhristians!  But als!  Thanksgiving
Duy with us has lost much of the ro-
liglous Import known to our forefas
thers, Notwithstanding
trines tnculented by man-mnde creeds,
our forefathers belleved the Bible rec-
ord of mui's original perfection, hia
fall foto sin and condemnntion, the re-
demption accomplished through Jesus,
and a restorution to Divine faver thus
made possible.  ‘These truths constis
tuted the fonndation for a living falth
tn God and led them to give thanks
for the barvest of the year, necounting
that If every good and perfect glft
comes directly or Indirectly from the
hand of God 1t shonld be recelved ag-
cordingly and acknowledged,

Toduy, bhowever, we bave the form
of godiiness without the power, be-
cnuse the precions faith has been well
nigh destroyed by the Higher Critics
and Bvolutionists, who for the pasy
fifty venrs have been laboring cons
gtantly to this end, and with wonder
ful suceess. Well does Qod ask, Who
bolleves the Divine Record or Mes-
sage, tud who sees the Arm of Jeho-
vl conpnected with the world's af-
folrs?

Atnyotne haviog lost faith In the
Bible and Its God hns therefore it
tle left except the form of godliness,
without Ita power, Nevertheless, hera
and there in nll natlons and all sects
of Chrlstendom are to be found layal
souls, bewlldered by the present trend
of affafrs, nud erying out to God for
turther light, nnd appreciating and glv-
Ing thanks for every blessing, evem
thongh they do not understand the
phllosophy of thelr own experlence.

The Morning Star Dawn, T
Bt Peter declures that the sun-bursg

of the New Dispensation of Messlah's
Kingdom will be preceded by the
morning star, which will ehine into the
heurts of God's faithful people In the
early dawn, to herald lts approaeh.
The 8on of Righteousness has not yet
arfgen, but many of God's people are
noting the elear light now shining upom
the Divine Word, and are realizipg
that it comes from Him, and that He
is preparing them, through a better
understanding of the Bible, to appre-~
clate the glorious sunlight of Divine
merey which will soon overspread the
world and seatter the darkness of
earth’s superstition, sin and death.
And 8o, ns we get the matter rightly
divided before our minds, we get the
true understanding, the special en-
lghtenment needed In our day, and we
ure enabled to rightly divide the Word
better than di@ our fathers, so that to-
day we can see, ns our fathers did not
see, the teaching of God's Word re-
specting the “high ealllng” and “restl-

| tution”—~the spiritunl portlon of bless-

ing for the Church, and the bhuman
portion of blessing for the worldh Wa
also wee something about the times and
sensons—whichk apply to the Chureh
and which io the blessing of the world.

We are not to forget that the Lord
promised that Fle wonld gulde s peo-
ple In the way of the Truth and show
them  things to vome, We nre 1o
“stndy” 1o show onrselves approved —
study the doctrlne and endeavor to
live our conrse of conduet harmonize
with (t—studp to perform fuithfully the
dutles of a4 loval saldler of the cross of
' hirist

These nlone nre able te give thanka
in the highest sense of theé term, he-
ennee thoy better than others, Appres
clate the MYine M'rograin and can fally
endorse the words of our text. 1 urge
all of this einks 1o be very tThankiful,
sioging nnd waking melody in thele
lenrid to the Lord Tu téspect 1o all 0@
thelr nMnirs

nnd waiting patlently for

the full devetopient of the Diving
Program, a=sanred by falth b wile
prove excesdingly, nlindonntly more

thann we coudd bave naked or thonght
I urge the remalnder of manking
cultivate thankfminess to wi
tent thes

iterver ox
and. aporscinte the
Divine elhinenoter. and 1o axercise falth
thereln.  There 15 0 biessing o It aot
only for the present Hfetime, but as n

can e

| preparation for the life w come

false doc-




