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CHAPTER XXII.

An Interrupted Interview,

Mlss Christie Maclalre, attired In &
soft lounging robe, her luxuriant halr
wound simply about her head, forming
a decldedly altractive plcture, gazed
with manifest dissatisfaction on the
bare walls of her room, and then out
through the open window Into the
comparative qulet street below, The
bartender at the “Palace,” directly
opposite, business belng slack, was
deaning negligently In the doorway.
Hia roving eyes caught {he falr face
framed in the window, and he waved
his hand encouragingly. Miss Chris-
tie's brown eves stared across at him
in sllent disgust, and then wandered
agaln about the room, ber foot tapping
imervously on the rag carpet,

“It's my very last trip to this town,”
she sald deeclsively, her red lips
pressed tightly together.

Miss Maclaire had Indeed ample
reason to feel aggrieved over her re
<eption. She had writien to have the
best apartment in the house reserved
for her, and then, merely because she
had Iater been Invited out to Fort
Hays, and was consequently a day be-
hind In arrival, had discovered that
another woman—a base lmposter, act-

had been duly Installed In the coveted
apartment. Driving In from the fort
that morning, accompanied by twe of
the more susceptible Junlor officers,
wonsclous that she had performed
most artistic work the evening before
in the spaclous mess-hall, and feeling
comfortable quarters
awaiting her, it had been something of
& shock to be Informed by the per-
turbed clerk that “156" was aslready
occupled by another. “A lady what
come In last night, and 1 naturally
supposed it was you"

In vain Mies Maclaire protested,
ably backed by the worshipful officers
who stlll gallantly attended her; the
management was obdurate. Then she

would go up herself, and throw the

hussy out., Indeed, too angry for
bantering further words, Christlie had
actually started for the stalrs, intend-
ing to execute her threat, when the

perspiring Tommy succeeded In stop-

ping her, by plainly blurting out the
exack.truth,

pont you ever do it,” he inslsted.
*The marshal brought her in here,
and fired a fellow out o' the room so
as to give It to her. He'd clean out

obgerved briskly. "bhut What can one
expect In  these mushroom towns
Meally 1 had never been hera bafore
or 1 shouldn't have come. They pay
good money though for talent, nnd
we all have to Uve, you know, Are—
are you In professional work?™

He ghook his head, smiling, some
what perplexed at his reception

“Really 1 didn't suppose you were*
she went on, “you don't look 1t
there are so many who come to md
to help them that I have grown sus
plelous of every stranger. May 1 ash
why you desired to ses me?”

Another suspielon had taken pos
gession of her mind, for the men of
that section were never backward In
exhibiting admiration, yet somehow
thiz man did not seem exactly of thal
kind. °

“l eame merely becausge | was senl
for, Miss Maclaire" he replied, hils
gray eyes once agaln upon her face
“Doctor Falrbaln gave me your mes
gage: [ am Jack Kelth™

She looked the complete astonish
ment she felt, sltting up In the chalr
her eyes filled with questioning doubt

“Doctor Falrbaln! My message!
Surely you are mistaken? [ know ne
one of that name, and have sent ne
mesgnge”

| “You did not express a desire to ses
nally masouerading under her name—=

air

me

She lnughed, exhibiting a row of
white teeth.

“Certainly net; not untll this me
ment was | even aware of the exis
tence of Mr. Jack Kelth"

His own eyes smiled In response te
challenge of hers.
| ] ean assure you the surprise was
mine algo” he hagtened to Inform her,
now mote at ease, as he graspad the
gituation. "1 could mnot understand
how | had become known to you, yel
1 pledge you my word the message
was actually brought. Of course you
may susplclon otherwise, for I have
geen you on the stage, and being a
normal man, have wished that I could
devise soms excuse for meeting you.

“Indeed!” her eye-brows slightly up
Ufted. .

“Yea, T make that eonfesslon franm-
| !y, yet this call comes from no such
desire. | had no question when 1
cams, Lt what 1 had been sent for——
you wiu belleve this?™

“Lavnnose | must vet It seems very

pecunar,” sne replied, feellng con-
vinced that he was a gentsman, and
troubled as to what she had best do.
“Yet now that you have dlscovered

'this house If we ran in & cold deck on  your mistake—"

& {rlend o' his."

“What do I care for what your opportunity,”
| leaning slightly forward.

marshal does?”

“But he's BllIl Hickock, Miss, "Wild
B "

Miss Maclaire leaned back sgalnst
the stalir-rall, her eyes turning from
Tommy to her speechless supporters,

Blowly the truth seemed to penctrate know a man named Hawle

her brain,

“Oh,” she gasped at lnst. “Then—
then what else can you give me?”

The officers had long slnce depart-
ed, promising, however, to remaln
over In town and hear her agaln that
night at the Trocadern, with hints as
to a Inte supper; she had received a
ea!l from the manager of that most
popular regort, and had rendered his
Ife miserable by numerous demands;
had passed hall an hour practicing
with the leader of the orchestra; but
now was at last alone, tired, decided-
1y frritable, and stlll tempted to In-
vade 15" and glve thal other woman
a plece of ber mind, Then some one
rapped on the door. There was a de
elded accent of vexation In the volee
which bade the one outslde enter, but
the lady’s mood changed swiftly as
her hrown eyes percelved standing In
the doorway the erect form of Kelth,
the light from the window revealing
elearly his strong face. The man
stood hat In hand, bowing slightly, un
able to comprehend why he should
have been sent for, yet marvelling
again at the remarkable resemblance
between this woman and that ether
whom he had left at Fort Larned. As
Miss Maclalre stood with back toward
the window, she presented the same
youthful appearance, the same slen.
lderness of figure, the same contour of
iface,

“Miss Chriatie Maclalre®™ he asked
as though In doubt

“Yes,” gruciously, won Instantly by
the man's appearance and manner,
“you wished to see me? WIll you be
Imeated?”

He croepsed the narrow room to the
atiff-backed chalr Indieated, and (he
Iady sank negligently down into her
own, resting her hend against a pll
low, and regarding him expectantly
He could view her now much more
dlstinctly, observing the slight differ
ence In age. the fuller lips, the darker
mhade of the hair, and the varied ex
presslon of the eyes. It was as If a
different poul had locked forth from
ithe same face. He had never before
reallzed how lttle, apparently trifling
idetafls marked the human counten
iance, and, embarrassed by her own
iserutiny, his glance swept sbout the
room. Misunderstanding this shifting
jof eyesn, Mise Christle sought to place
ithe man more al ease

“I hope to take advantage of the
he broke in firmly,
“May | ask
you a questlon™

| "1 could hardly prevent it, and real-

ly 1 do not know that I have anything
to conceal”

| “Then I will rlgk the effort—do you

| lett Hawloy?”

| engagement.

“The room I8 a perfect fright” Ihll

Her eyes did not falter, although
a red spot shot into her cheeks, and
her lips pressed together

Bul |

|

|

y?—DBart- | the false position Inte which he had

|
l

“No; thit 1s 1 have never met him.” |

she acknowledged, just a little con-
fuged. "Hut I have recelved two let

ters signed by that name, and rather
expected

the gentleman would call

= <
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Keith Backed Into the Corner—His
Hand In His Pocket.

upon me here In Sheridan during my
Is that your misslon?
Were you sent by him? or are you Mr,
Hawley 1"

“1 disclalm sl!l relation, Miss Mae
1alre, even friendship. You, of courne,
know who this Individual 1a?"

“No," the short monoayllable was
not encourdging. "His messages were
of n business character.”

"So | presumed. vet one llkes to
know something even of the petson he
doea Business with. | have been ao
quainted with Haw'ey for sevaral
yinrs, mnd heve never been aware of
anv henorpble business he has ever
ereagad In, He s a  professional
gur bler, known on the froutier am
‘Ninck Bart;" last night he was run.
ning & faro game across there in the
‘Palace.’ | coannot help wondering
=hat Wind af husiness such a fallow

could possibly Bavd

Maclalre

with you, Mlss

The woman's eves flashed,
Ing In their brown depths

“What right have you to ask?” she
begnn Indignantly. “T am capable of
declding my owu affairs. Ax | have
told you 1 have never met Mr. Haw
ley, but 1 am not to be Influenced
against him mirely by the denuncin |
tion of an avowed enemy He has
written me of something he has dls |
covered which Is of deep personal in- |
terest to me, and has promised to tell |
me the deialls, ns well as place within |
my hands certaln necessary papers.”

“1 appreciate your fealings" he sald
gently, 58 sho paused, “but would you
mind telling me the nature of those
papers ™

There was something In Keith's
face which told of honesty, and In
spired confldence. Miss Macirire's
worldly experfence had given her deep |
tnsight Into the character of men, and
somehow, as she looked Into the clear
gray eyes, she felt impelled to answer,
a vague doubt of the unknown Haw-
ley In her mind,

“They—they were papetrs to cstab-
Iish identity. He had discovered them
by accident; they have to do with an
inheritance. Really that issnll 1 know,
for hea wrote very briefly. stating it
would he gufer to confer with me
personally—only | imagine there is »
large sum Involved.”

“From whose ostate?”

“My grandfather's.”

“And his name was?"

harden-

“Why-—why, Mr. Keith, actoally I
do not know, [t may seem sirange,
but—but I cannot even tell the names

of my parents; | cannot remember
either my father or mothar. Oh, | do
not know why 1 sghould tell you all
this! Who are you, really? Why do
you nsk me such guestionz?®

He leaned forward, touched by the
womnan's emotion

“Miss Maclalre,” he sald gravely, “1
am not prying into your lfe needless-
lv, but am e¢ndeavoring to serve you
ns well as others, Hawley may In.
deed possess papers of great value,
but If so they were not found by ac-
¢ldent, but stolen from the body of a
murdered man. These papers may
posslbly refer to you, but if so Haw:
ley himself does not belleve (t—he
has simply chosen you to Impersonate
the right party because of your phys-
{eal resemblance.”

“Resemblance to whom?"

“To a young woman, & Miss Hope ™

“But how do you know this? Why

lex wont backward, his hand r{rn;\p!nl‘
to the belt. hls form stifféening erect |
Enith's volam low but alear in the
silonce, seomed to cut the alr
“Not a motion, Hawley! [ have you|
covered ™ |
“Oh, gentlemen, pleass don't!"™ |
“Have no fear, Miss Maclaire, thha
man apd | will setile our difference
elsewhere, and not in your presence.”|
He stepped forth into the middle of
the room, revolver drawn, but held
low nat the hip, his watchful eyes
never deserting the gambier's face
“Back up agalnst the wall, Hawley”
he communded. "1 hardly need to tell
you bow 1 shoot, for we, ut least, have |
met bofore. Now, I'm golng out, and

| leave you to your Interview with Miss

Maclalre, and 1| wish vou happlness|
and success. ™

He moved across to the opening
keeping his face toward his adver
gary; then backed out slowly, closed |
the door with & snap, and sprang
aslde to avold any possibility of a bul
let crashing after him. No sound ol
movement from within reached his
oarg, however, and he walked sllently
to the head of the stalrs,

To Be Continued,

BUYING AT HOME N
PREFERENCE TO OMARA

A Couple of Incidents Which
Demonstrates That Goods Are
as Cheap or Cheaper.

Hayden

Brothers of Omaha

have Hooded  Cass counly  with
circulors: enclosing  samples of
goods and the prices per sull., A

friend of the Journal received one
of these “mdueement” eireulars,
and he handed it 1o us Lthal we
might compare priees  on snch
sudts here in Plattsmouth and in
Omaha, which we take great
pleasire in doing, to show the fol-
Iy of some  people  in going lo
Omaha because they are saving a
dollar or two by going thore, Now,
Hayden
certaim

Brothers are agenls for

grades of clothes
i Omaha, and Weseoll's Sons are
agenls  for grades In
Plattsmonth. There are four dif-

sHntiar

should vou be Interested? Are you a
detective?”

“No, | am net a detective, but I
cannot explain to you my Interest. 1
am trying to serve you, to keep you
from being drawn Into a plot—"

“Rather to keep me from learning
the truth, Mr. Jack Keith,” she burst
forth, riging to her feet Indignantly.

“You are hers trying to prejudica me
agninst Mr. Hawley. He ls your eéne
my, and you have come to me stab-
bing him In the back for revenge.
That Is your interest. Well, | am go-
Ing to sae tha man, and conslder what

ae DRS 1o say. [ don't care halt g0
much about the money as | do to find
out who 1 am. If he can throw any
light on my early life, on my parent-
age, | shall be the happlest woman
in the world. 1 am sorry I told you
anything—but [ am golng to see him
just the same. Perhaps he might tell
me something about you.™

They were both standing, the wome-
an's eyes flnshing angrily, defluntly,
her hands clinched, Kelth, realizing

drifted, hesllated to answer. He
meant to tell her the whole story, and
urge her to cooperate with him In
learning the gambler's purpose. The
womuan
heart, In spite of her life and environ-
ment; she was not one whom a swine

Impressed hlm as lonest at!

forent shades  of goods on the
Havden eireular, any one of which
they will furnish you p suit of for
$12, a2 their adverlised  priee,
That lonks cheap, becanse il is n
firm in Omaha. But it (s not, he=-
eanse Wesooll's Sons  have the
same samples, and have already
advertised thal they will furnish
a suil from either sample for 310,
or 82 less than Hayden Brothers.
Now is this nol a saving to yvou?

While we are at il, we will give
anather [Hustealion of Cass coun-
Iy ladies buving dress goods in
Omahn A lady, who peqguests ns
not to give her name becanse she
does not want peaple to know thal
she wak such a “sucker,” wenl in-
I one of the leading dry gonds
stores in Omaha, and after look-
over the varions pallerns,
bhought one marked 99 cenls per
vard. She brovght 1t home, of!
oourse, and she savs herself thal
she thought she was gelling “a
bargain.” A few davs later she
passed o cortain store in Plallg-
month lhe show window
she spied the same kind of pat-
leen, in bhoth guality of goods and
calor,  Bhe stepped in and exame-

mg

and In

dler could ensily dupe Into becoming
& tool.

“Miss Maclalre,” he began, de
termined on his course, “listen fo me
for just & moment, I am--"

Thare was a rap at the door. The
eyes of Loth turned that way, and
then Kelth backed slowly into the

darkened corner bevond the ulndow.1

kig right hand thrust into the pocket
of his cout
the movement, her lips smiliog, a red
flush on either cheek. Then she
stepped across the room, snd opened
the door. Framed against the black
background of the hall, his dark, rath-
er handsome face clearly revealed as
he fronted the window, his black, au-
daclous eyes fixed appreeciatingly upon
the lady, stood “"Hlack Bart” Hawley.
He saw no one but her, realized no
other presence, had no thought except
to make & good Impression. He was
facing o beautiful woman, whom he
sought to use, and he bowed low, hat
ln hand,

“Miss Maciaire,” he sald, pleasantly,
“I trust you will pardon all that has
occurred belween us, and permit me
to explain."”

“I—I do not understand,” shs re
plled, puzled by these unexpected
words. "Thers bas nothing occurred
between us, | am sure, which requirea
explanation. Have we met belore?

The man smiled. Seelug the wome
an's face in the shadows he was still
convinced she was the same he had
last paried with on the Balt Fork
However, If she preferred to Ignore all
that, and begin thelr relations anew, It
was greatly to his lking. It gave him
{oslght inte her character, and fresh
confidence that he could galn her ae
glstance, Anyhow, he was ready
enough to play her game

“Let us assume not,” just the slight
est trace of mockary in the tone, "and
bogin anaw. At least, you will confexs
the recelpt of my letters—I am Bard
lett Hawlay "

She cant a halffrightened glance to
ward Keith, and the man, following

Miss Maclaire obgerved

ined H, and  beeame anxious Lo
know how much moie the price
wig heee Lhan in Omaha. To her
surprice,  of she so0on
that she ecould bhuy N
for 86 cents per yard, or 14 cenls
less Lthan
merchant,

Now, Lhese

stances,

ginrse,
found oul

she paid  the Omaha

are oply  two jin-
We conld give more, bul
1L 18 not necessary Lo convines
anvone wilth sound judgment Lhal
it s not possgible (o buy goods in
Chimaha, where they have o pay
much higher rents, higher Laxes
and higher living in general, than
here in Plattsmouth, There is a
moral in this which people who
g0 o Omaha to buy goods saoner

or laler learn—trads al homae,

Don't trifle with a cold 18 good
advice for prudent men and wom-
eén, IL may be vital in case of a
child,  There is nothing beller
than Chamberlain’s Cough Rem-
edy for coughs and colds in ehil-
dren, 1L i8 sale and sure. For
gale by F. G. Fricke & Co.

Auto for Sale.
Two-passanger Ford Aulomo-
bile, in good ropair, jusl over-
hauled and repainted; will sell for
£1750.00, if taken within the next
week, This is a snap.
J. E, Mason.
For Sale.
A number of Lhoroughbred
Duroe-Jersey mnles
Glen Perry,
The best plaster. A plece of
flanne! dampened with Champer-
lain's Liniment and bound on over
the affected parls is superior Lo
a plaster and corts only one-tenth

the direction of her eyes, percelved

L2 - =l e sl b bl
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ag much, For¥ sale by F. @,

Jdo go Lo North Platte 1o work on

Fricke & Co.

Fall Milliner

An Elegant Line
of —

LARGE,
MEDIUM and
SMALL

JATS

Please Call and See

Miss Myers |
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HE FIST FRIOAY N NOVEWBER 15
10 BE "FIE DAY N NEBRASK

The Governor as Well as the State Deputy Fire Commissioner Call
Upon All Citizens to Observe the Law, in Which All Public
School Teachers are Interested.

One of the wisest lnws passed | left undone (o reduce to a minime
by the last session of Lhe logis-|um the danger from disaster by
lature was that establishing | fire broaking oul in school builds
"Fire day,” and providing o sys- | inga.
lem of instruction to be earried The fire ehief has provided that
oul in the publie schools of the | instruteions be given to the shile
stale, selling apart one day in| dren concerning the dangers from
each month for such instruction | fire and on the following topios:
and making il the duty of the! Seplember lpsson lecture,
chief depuly fire commissioner | “Matehes:* Oclober, "Chimneys
and the state superintendent of  and Flues;"  November, “Stoves
public instruction to prepare ajand  Stovepipes;"  December,
book, conveniently arranged in! “Christmas;” January, "Rubbish
chaplers or lessons, snoh I‘|Iup-|1l'l'|l| Ashesi”  Februnry, “Keroe
lers or lessons to be in number! senel”™  Mareh, “Gasoline and
suflieient to provide a different | Naptha;™ April,  “Caleium Cara
chapler or lesson for each month | bride and Acetylons Gas:" May,
of the maximum gchool year, Such | “Independence Day;"” June, “Fire
a text book has been prepared by | Insuranee,”

G, A, Randall, fire commissioner In the preface of his book the
for Nebraskn, and is entitled the ! ehief states thal Lhis law hos been
“Fire Provention Text Book," The | snacted in over half of the stales
ll-_mk is in phamplot form and con=! in the Union and is materially res
sigls of 47 pages of printed mal- dueing  the lass by fire  in the
I:‘I'._ A copy of this hook should | states  where it is in operation,
be in every home in the stale, |uml doubtless the lnw will he en-

On Augus!l 24 (he governor js- | acted in every &late in the Union
sued a proelamation selling apart ' 4% S00n a8 ity effectiveness  jg
the frst Friday in November mll”""‘“"hl Lo their attention,

“Fire day," and specinlly request-|  The law requires thirty minutes
ed all teachers of publie, private | to be devoled (o {he subject of
and parochial sehools of the stale | fipe dangers onech month, The

Lo appropriately observe the day, | plan of the [ittle toxt book is to
And the governor =lales that the

have every  school in the  stale
school  children  of  Nebraska | teach the  same subject al the
should be an  object of speeinl | same time, making a uniform

solicitude, and nothing should be | erusade against fiee dangers,
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Visits Plattsmouth Friends.

Frank Babalka, who left Plails-
mouth last July with Rov Pelton

Construct lce House,
“Your Unele Tom' Kennish and
a foree ol men are working like

beavers  during  Mr.  Dovey's
the government building, return dbsence converting the old
el this morning for a few days’ . .
: ¥ A smoke house adjnecent L
visit wilh friends, X ), SN

Iid Kinsey and
William Rinker, who left al the
same Hme and who worked on the
postioffies building hers last sum-
mer are with the “gang' yel, and
are wellland happy, ‘The building
al North Platle is o be a Lhree-
glory structure, and the walls are
not yel completed  for the fiest
story.  Frank brought some pie-
fures showing the building whaen
the boys first arrived and at dif-
ferent  stages  of ‘s progress
ginee,  Frank expeelg 6 return
to North Platte next Sontfay

walerooms of E, G, Dovey & Son
into an ies house, The house
will be twonly feel below Lhe Lop
of the ground, is walled with
briek, and when the workmen are
through with it the building wilk
| have a conereleg Hoor, with draine
age outlet in the center of the
loor inlo the sewer and a cone
crele wall threee feel up from the
[ bottom all around o keep Lhe
moisgture  from the brick walls
entering the e room. T'he house
will have o capacily ol sixly tons
and will be a fine convenience fop
e fiem,

Moving the Dirt.

Mr., MeEntee bas again
to move the diet f'rom  the Me
Daniel lots on the hill, A large
number of wagonlonds are being
used by E, G, Dovey & Son in 0ill-
Mg i aboul thelr wareroom and
e house,  Yesterday afternoon
he began Lo B the south half of
the residence lot of G, G. Parmele,
and this will require many wagon
loads of dirl o bring it up with
the government Jot on the east,
The value of all these properties
will be greally eahancoed when the
il is completed

—
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PETERS & RICHARDS,

CARPENTERS,
CONTRACTORS
and BUILDERS!

began

Estimates cheerfully furnished for
all kinds of work in the building line

from foundation to roof complet
For Sale, e

Fine Barred Rock Cockrels at
75¢ apiece if taken al once. In.| W€ are prepared to do all
quire of Mrs. N. H. Isbel, ' kinds o1 Building Work.
10-23-41d-2tw,

° |
All Kinds of cool summer drinks Pla“.mou“" "Obl'a.k'.

al Bookmeyer & Maurer's. PG00
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