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CHAPTER IX.

The Girl of the Cabin,

He saw Neb drop down before the
binging firepluce, nod curl up like a
fired dog, and obsgerved her take the
lamp. open the door [oto the olher

il |
*l—I Accept Any Tarms You Desire”

room & trifle, and slip silently out of
sight. He remembered staring vaguely |
about the lttle room, stll {Hlumined |
3y the flnmes, only half comprehending, |
kno then the reaction from his des |
perate struggle with tha slements|
overcame all resolutlon, and he drop |
pad tris head forward on the table, and |
lost consclousness, Her hand upon
hig whouldsr aroused him, startied in-
to wakefulness, yst he scarcely real
ized the situation.

"I have placed food for the negro
hisslde him,” ahe aaid quistly, and for
the first time Kelth detected the woft
blur in her speach.

"You are from the South!™ he ax-
clnimed, an though It was a discovery.

“Yes—and you?

My boyhood began In Vlr;lnln—-1
the negro was an oldtime slave In
our family.”

Bha glanced across at the blaclk,
now sitting up and eating voraclously,

“l thought he had once been a
flava: one ocan saxily tall that [ did
not ask him to sit hera because, |f
you do not object, we will sal here
together. | have also been almost
us long without food. [t was so lope- |
1y hera, and—and [ hardly understood
my situation—and [ stmply sould ook
force mysalf to sat™

He distingnizhed her words clearly
enough, although she spoke low, as if
#he preferred whiat was sald between
them should not reach the ears of the
negro, yet somehow, for the moment,
they made no adequate (mipression on
him. Like a famished wolf ha began
on the coarse fare, and for ten min-
utes hardly Hf{ted his bhegd. Then his
eyos chanced (o meat hers across the
narrow table, and instantly the gon
tisman reawoke to lfe

"1 have been a parfect brute” he ac-
knowledge frankiy with no thought
except for mysell. Honger was my
muster, and 1 ask your forgviness,
Miss Maclaire’

Her aves smiled

"l am #o0 very giad to have any ons
hare—any one—in whom I
a little confldence—that nothing olee
Ereutly matters Can you both eat,

and listen ?*

Kelth nodded, his eves full of inter
esl, searching her face

“Whoever | may be, Mr. Kelth, and
roally that seams only of small Im-
portance, | came to Fort Larned seolk
lug some trace of my only brother,
whom we Inst heard from thore, whers

he had fallen into avil eompanionship.

On the stage trin | wa irlunate
enough to form wi won tance with
& man who told e v iin whore |

oould meet Fred, but UM oYy wis
biding hecause of somae trouble he
had lutely golten Into, and that [
thonuld have to procesd very earcfully
O B not  to lead the ofMleers to dis
eover his whereabouts, This gentie
Ml wWas engaged In some business at
Cwrson City, but he emploved & nian
1o bring me to this place, and prom
Ised Lo get Fred, and mest me here the
following day. There must have hopn
some fallure In the plans. for | have
hown here entirely alone now for three
diys, It has been very lonewsome, nnd
—and I've been a litle frightencd
Perhaps | ought oot to have come, and
I am not eertain what kind of a pikce
this {8, | was so afrald when you
vame, but T am not afrald now.”

“You hava no need to be he sald
herly, Impressed by the Inpocent

dor of the girl, and fesling thank
il that he was present to aid her. 1
buld not wrong one of the South.”
"My father always told me ! could
8t & Southern gentloman under any
umstances.  Mr. Hawley wus from
own Htate, and knew many of our
friends. That was why [ felt such
sl oconfidence In him, although
wia hut @ traveling wnauaintancs.”

pot svan Indisns ronmed

| abject had

“Mr. Hawley?

“The gentleman whom | met on the
Binge ™

“Oh, yes; you sald he was In busi
ness In Carson Clty, but I don't seam |
to remember any ous of that nape.”

“He wus npot there permanentiy; ‘
only to complete some business deal” |

‘And your brother? [ may possibly
have known hlin" |
her ayef
dropping. untll completels shaded by |
e long Inshes

'‘He—he was rather a wild boy, and

She hesitnted an instant,

ran away from home to enlist In the |
army, But he got into a had aot; and |
—ind derérted, That wis part of the
tronhla which cayesd m to hida Ha
enlisted under the name of | Wil
longhhby Mr. Hawley told me this

muech, but | amw afraid he did oot tell
me all"™

“And he sald you would meet him
hora ™™

Kelth gazed about the bare sur-
roundings wonderingly. What was
this place. hidden away in the midst
of the desert, Igolated In & spot whers
Could It be
& secret rendegvous of crime, the
headquarters of desperadoes, of cat-
tle rustlers, of the highwaymen of the
Sante Fe Trall—a point to which they
could ride when hard pressed, cer-
tain of hiding here In safety? He be-
gan to suspect this, but, If so0, who
then was this Hawley, and with what
he ment this girl here?
Every way he turned waas to confront
mystery, to face a new puzzle. What-
ever she might be—even the musie
hall singer he helleved—she had been
invelgled here Innocently enough.
Even now she possessed only the most
vague susplefon that she had been de-
celved. The center of the whole plot,
if thers was a plot, mnst be Hawley,

“Yes,"” she replled, “he aald that this
was one of the atatlons of a big ranch
on which Fred was employed, and that
he would certainly be hera within a
day or two"

"You met Hawlay om the staze
eoach? How did yon become acqualnt-
ed ™

“We weara alona for
miles"™ har volos

nearly fifty
faltering slightly,

. *and—and he called me what you did ™

“Christie Maclalre?”

“Yen; he—-he seemed to think he
knew me, and [ needed help so muoch
that 1 let him belleve 8o, | thought
it could do no harm, and then, when
I found he actually knew Fred, [ didn't
think of anything else, only how for.
tunate I was to thus meet him. Surely
gpomething serlous must have happen
ed, or he would have bhesn hers heforn
this. Do you—do vou suppose there
I anything wrong?

Kelth did not smilie nor change
posture. The more he dalved into the

! matter, tha more serfous he felt the |

gituation to be. He knew all those
ranches Iylng south on the Canadian,
and was awanre that thls was no out
station. No oattle aver came
that sandy desert
rustlers, and no hones

ACTOLS
unless driven by

! purpose could

account for this tsolated hut. There |

had bhean frequent robberies nlong Lthe
trail, and he had overheard talea of
mysterious Jdeédppearances Iin both
Larned and Carson Clty. Could it be
thint he had now, aceldentally. stum
hied upon the rendegvous of the gang?
Ha wnr not a man ea=ilv startled, buat
this thought s=ent hila heart beating
He knew
1 gang

mough to reallze what such
would opatura wonklst of
doserters. outlaws, rus:lers: both In
no doubt, sombined
nnder same desparate leadershin. Gaz-
lig into the

dians and whitea,

girl's questioning eyes he
conld searcely refraln from blurting
out all he suspected. Yet why
he? What good econld it do? Hae
could not hope to bear her south to
the "“Bar X"
were already too 'hr-rnughit exlaout
ad for such a Journey; he dared not
turn north with her, for that would
mean Wy own arrest, leaving her in
waorse condition than ever. If Le only
knoew who this man Hawley was, his
purpore, and plang! Yet what pro-
tection eould he and Neb prove, alone
here, and without arms? All this
flashed through his mind In an instant,
leaving him confused and uneertaln

“T hope not,” he managed to say In
answar to her query Hut it is rather
A strange mix-up all around, and 1 con-
fosa 1 fall to compprebend It full
meaning. It Is hardly llkely your
friendn will show up tonight, and by
moroing perhiaps we ean declde what
Is best to do. Let me look around
outside a moment,

Hor ayes followed him ns he stepped |
through the door into the darknesa; |

then her head dropped Into the sup
port of her hands. There was sllence
except for the crackling of the fire,

untll Neb moved unemslly At the |

sound the girl looked up, seeing clear
Iy the good-natured face of the negro
“Yo' don't nebber need ory, Missus,”
he asald soberly, "so long as Massa
Juck done 'greed to look after yo' "
"Huve—have you known him long *
"Hun | knowed him long, hones?
Ebber sence befo' de wah. Why I
done knowed Massa Jack when he
wan't more'n dat high. Lawd, he sho’ |
WaA & lvaly vounsstar. but mishty

good hearted fo us

should | «

Runch, for the ponies |

nigmwers.”
Bha hesitated o question a seryant
and vt felt she st L[]

truth
Who Is he®* Is he all bhe clalma ‘o
he—a Virginia gontléemuan ¥
All the loyalty and pride of
fauvs wus lu Neb
Misgsus, Jur alo’t nuth
Virginia dan de |

lavery

He sho' am
in" higher in ol

Kefths, Dev aln't got much mooey
sence the Ywukees come down dar,
bat dey's quality folka jest de sama

I was done bom on dr ol" Co'nel’s |
plantation, amd | recik’'n dar wan't :\U
Mner man ebber Hbed He was th'll.ld
killed In de wab. Ao’ Mnsss Jack ha |
was A captaln: he rode on hosaback,
an’ Lawdy, but he did look serumpiy-
wis when he fiest got his uniform Ha
done fought all through de¢ wah, an
dey say Ginral Les done shook handm
wid him, an' suld how proud he was
ter know him, You kin sutt'nly tle to
Mnossa Jnok, Missus™

The negro's volee had scarcely cons-
ed when Kelth came In again, 1lmnl.|£
the door securely behind him

"All -|4."h-l pulslda,” he .UIJl!ulldl‘d.
speaking with npnew econfidence.
wantsd to get an understanding of rlm
surroundings in case of emergency,
he explained, ns If In anawer (o mo
questioning of the bhrown eyes gravely
uplifted to his face. “I see there :n
quite & corral at the lower and of this
Island, safely hidden behind the fringe
of cottonwoods. And & log stable
back of the houss s the creek lord
able both ways?

1 think so;
me here rode away south.”

“And ure yon golng to trost your
self to my care?™

She came around the table with
hands extended. He took them Into
his grasp, looking down fnto her eyes.

to trust you, Captaln Kelth™

He laughed.

“Oaptain, hey? You must have been
talking with that biack rascal thers™

The sawift color looded her face, but
her hands remained Imprisoned

“1 just done tol' her who de Kelths

was down In ol' Virginla, sab,” burst
in Neb Indignantly. “T sho' don't
want nobody to think [ go trapsin’

‘round wid any low white trash'

The gray eves and the brown, gas
Ing Into one another, smiked with un-
derstanding.

“Oh, well,” Kelth acknowledged,
genlally, “1 cannot say | am sorry
you know something of my past glo-
ries; If one can't have a future, It Is
remember, But now about tha pres
any one, ‘he way we'ra fixed, an we
are unarmed.”

a holster in the other room,” she an
awared, "and a Bhort, sawed-off gun

ammunition."
“May we Investigate ™
“Most certalnly,”
open the interveniug door.
two stepped into the other apartment

{
|

SR,

He Fiung Both Coat and Hat Down
With the Intention of Remaining.

aearch. “Thera Is the revolver on the
wall, and the gun {s In the opponite
arper.  Isn't It strange you should
be out In this eountry without arms?*
| Kelith glanced up, the revolver In
his hands, The radiance of the light
was full upon her face, revealing the
| clvnrness of her akin, the dark shad-
| Ows of her lashes. There wan the
| fulntest tinge of suspleton to the ques
I tion, but he answernd easlly
|
|

Wa left Carson lo something of a
hurry
W

I'll tell you the story tomor

To Be

Continued

| Here's Your Chance,

You vcan  @el the Daily Slate

I-I'I'..J'Iu'll all the rest of this YOUL,

wilthoul =unday, Tor, only Ons
{ Dallar, or ineluding the iur;.; sun-
|day paper, only $1.25. This s o
cutl price moade just o get vou

slarted

paper

reading  this  splendid
and al the end of the time
the papor will be stopped without
any effort on  your part, The
Blate Journal, in addition to iLs

wonderful Associnled press and

special telegraph services, is the
leader in reporting alMairs fron
all over the slnle of Nelw nakn “
1= clean, independent and thor-

oughly relinble I'e publishers
Lhink it's the one Nebraska paper

above all olthers that vou should
read, no mattor what your polities
This Lincoln paper  will please
whole family The sooner

vou send in the more papers vou

your

| will get for your money

the man who hrnush!l

“Yes," she sald softly, "l am golng

some source of pride to have a past to

ent. We're not much protection to|AMmounts o belween

of some kind, but | don't know about

and shas threw
A# tha

alie held the lamp In ald of thalr

mun__/__—;

| GAS *~ LIGHTING

FOR

X

COUNTRY HOMES!

This style of lighting makes gas just as you
use it at the jets or stove and no faster.

The entire machine is automatic in opera-
tion and requires no attention whatever except
to accasionally put in carbide and water. and
that takes only a few minutes of your time and
will last from two to three weeks at one filling.

JOHN BAUER,

Plattsmouth, Nebraska. THE HARDWARE MAN

x“—-_z—t——

‘BAUER CONGERN GETS
SONE BI6 CONTRAGTS

A $2,000 Contract From the Krug
People—Some Big Contracts
From Out of Town, Too.

Phe  Johin  Bauer
heating and plombing tirm has
secnrad the contract for the heat-
ing, plumbing, wiring, gas-fitking
and steel
Fzenhe

eeiling
gor buthding at the north-
west forner of Fifth
strects, which
Gastle Really  company, a sub-
sihiary company of the Krug
Brewing compuany I'he contract

£3.000

wiler

plant fon
plant for Mes. J. T
heating plant
bathroom outfin tor
a son of John Bue lu
Wy,

Another big contraet
stallation of
svsiem ol Nebraska Oy

Plattsmouth People w i b

e is operations and Is
much
| nflen the HiLbl
Iinto the hig ones,

I»-T the

N EIn

ris that grow
el L

muer ro

| #onhinued healthy arowth for i

NEW TRINMER

| Millinery Opening at the
Department Store.

i V' | | W W\ |
~ M. | X, Monda
j [ I th I v
‘ | 7 A pliv
| | ] i e by
it 1 1 i A | lidi s
| 1 ning i ARAN
I ivhish 1 1 I nil e
tRedl
|
| Ihe milli nif r
| wineed  within th x| \
iy =, the exac) date of whiieh has
: Vel heen sel Wiateh for it
The aptiing announcement means
’.-.-n'h:uu'h.li is new and stvlish,
Mre. Zueker hag made o v " henyy
I[l'l."h-l--' by the madllhinery line Tor
]Ihu-. Sepason and s gong 1o exert
5.-..-|'. ollort Lo sedtre Vi
| pulronage in Lhis line IT the
| Inlesl sivies, newes! line of goods
l:t:nl thi ghl prices will get if, he
| don® not foar the resulls. Waleh
for the opening Jdats
Che Wolf,” u story denling
with the piefuresqgue ind wild
I|i|<l-n|| TR auntry wis first
| produead in New York at the Ly rie
Lheater, where o remained for =ix

ths, 'hie Woll™ Lthen moved

| tev Chaeago, where Qo plaved for
four months IR Manuger
{]r vhar will offer il as the altrae
r it the Parmele Lheatler naxl
’\ urday, September 14, with the
r~|H- i produebing md an #x
ll nt cnst
Mrs., Mary K. Munt and Miss
Allae Wandworth vho have heon

| zuists

of the C, O, Parmele home,

returned o Omahba this morning
Phev wepe ompanied by Miss |
Ellen Pollock ind Miss Hallie
Parmele

hardwarsa, |

work in the

and Main
15 owned by the

22000 and

The Bauer tivm has just com- |
“There is a big revolver hangtog to | pleted o pew ol henting
James Soaze! a hot air
Baird, and a
comprets  and a
Julins Buek,
al Neweastle,

is the in-
a Campbell heating

4HD
to Know that this firm = extend -
gelling

DUsIness It 1%

sHNSR
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- ARRNES MONDAY

Arrangements Being Made for Big

CIPHERING AND SPELLING CONTEST
[0 BE FEATURES OF SCHODL WORK

County Superintendent Will Try to Have Contests Best in History

. of the Schools—Sends Out Letter of Instructions to Teachers
Also Instructs Them as to Other Matters.

Miss Mary K. Foster,
superintendent ol
sent onl
ers Lhat
s¢hool

oounty
sohools, has
a cireular letter to lech-

will be of inlerest Lo
patrons generally.
Foster gives instructions in this
PIetter for the county  eiphering
and spelling contests, These will

Miss |

do not consider that this work is
inlended only for other schools,
You should  require it in your
sithonl,

The rules in regard 1o the Read«

g cirole will be more stringent

than formerly. The negligenee of
n few teachers has compellsd me

be inade an important feature of | to eall allention to a new ruling

the sehool yeur. The superintend- | made by the state superintendent

ent's letier in part follows:
Dear Teacher:

schools are

opened, T wish

[ i regard to the county superins
Now that our! tendent's anthority in regard to
to| the work,

The rule is that a

make a few remarks in regard to | county superintendent has a legal

cthe work for the year,

We should | right Lo refuse Lo re<isstie o oerti-

[In-um al the first o make this the | Heate to a teacher who has failed

miosl suecessful year

work i the history of our mnnl,\,l

Tt order
torethiore,
Plans for the reading cirele and
contest work will be sont Lo vou
wilhin a few dayvs
Last  wear we held

to do so we must work

conlests: this year we axpeol o
o the same work
planning to dsonduel
spelling. You will be furnished
one of Lhe CGrabbree Gontes) spell-

s gl vou should have

i topy
I Milpe's Menlal avithmetic, Yon
con secure the ariths
Aimeriecan Book sl pany
il Chicngo (MR priee of the hink

i

by wiit-

ja 45 nis. AL pupils fromm e
«Ixth 1o the wighth Zrndes in

vill e regquosted to take
parl in the contest work. Plogs:

and we must ALL work, |

ciphering |

andl we dre also |
tonlesis |||]I

in sehool | 1o do the reqguired Reading oirele

work. 1 hope that it will not be
necessary (o enforee this rule fn
Cass connty,

Monthly reports 1o the county
superintendent should be sent ime
medialaly  at the of Lthe
month. 17 they are nol received
in due time I shall notify voup
directions.

Lk III'\'I‘

Phe  quarterly tesl  questions
Will be sent your nt the end of aach
aquarter. Thev are to be used by
vou for extaminntion purposes,
Ihe papers are to e ]\I'I‘I| in “l‘
I your inspection hy
the parfents and the county supep-
ntendent

eehtonl fot

L you have not =eonred a copy
he Nebraska Slale Course of
Sbudy vou should send to the nfMoa

Tor one

The County Fair Crowds

T e Hhe olling venr has
.l b= I T
T ICTT (R ™ VT
h S \ 1 [

L Ven i il hi

<1 nardelen | hie people

LOoerye assernblig I'h wrbisl whie

Lthe epttle show' Talls of

Hiori! commendation anless the

inrmers wre depieted with boshy

hair and  superfivous

whiiskers,
dand Lhe weonnen are sel forth wilth

hoop *kirts and Moppy honnels

N donubt the artists whn Lover
these events never gol any pemrey
the geene than the golf clubs. inst

onlside the city limils.  For thelr
benelit we might  inform them
thal you ean soé sommi
siyles al the modern eonnts fair

Oeonpsionnlly there are traces of

hiskers, bul no more so than
vou ean see an Broadwny

As for the women how Lhis
have sproced up sinee  fashion

culs begnn Lo Hllli.'l‘l' ;‘Illlllq e

country Il takes o lot of res <
fnes Lo ran a grange mesling, sl
conniry women oftentimes look n

good deal smarter than the suf
fragetle element vou gel in the

ety gooal |

women's clube  about the big
eitios Az for the up-lo-date
countery @irl, there sn't a finer
feminine specimen alfood =hi
s gone just far enough in the
world to know what good ololhes
cun do for her, and not so far ne |

to imagine that the paint brush is
| mightier than rosy human flesh
and blood

|

Mprs, Simon  Hansen

Omaha this morning to

went o
spend the
day

Nocessity of Food.

Food is & meddeine vou can al-
ways depead om

\s soon as you
Wil ake the patienl Lo aneeapl
and thoronghly digest a4 saflicient

amovnl  of nuleitions  food, his

nmd his

S Kne=s

wil disappear
slrengih will return,
This makes foeding one of the
Hrst vrequiremenlts of g sueeessful
trentimend To ereale a healthy
appelite, Triner's American Flixie
of Bitter Wine stands in the front
rank. It ¢lenns out the svstem,
stimulales I tiv - work and
slrenglhens il to stand the work,
The body will then gladly acespt
enaugh Tood and transfirm il into
new, rich blood which will dis-
Eribute nourishment o every pac-
ticle of the

NOFYONENESS,

Sy

VTATY A

Indigestion,
hendnehe, pain in
the stomach or the howels, cone

stipantion with all it unpleasant

aonssguences disturbed -;!ih(\p'
iloness lo88 of anergy, will
quickly vield Lo this remedy, whioh

CONnsiIsly 0of prre 'Pl]
nivhieinnl herhs
Jos, Trine

Innd Avi

wine and
Al drug stores,
[333-1339 80. Ashe
. Ohicago, 111

J. 1 Whitney

started  oul

and €,
vissterdny

\. Kantnor

with =&
chauffeur to fake an automobile
ride from Mason Cily, Towa, to
They abandoned the
trip here because of the muddy
ronids

W, N. Baird, who |s emploved
in the leading  bank at Calida,
Colorado, arvived in this city this
morning  for a few weeks' visit

with his mother, Mrs. J. T. Baird
and sisters,

Kansas City

v

4




