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CHAPTER XIil.

The Desperate Position of Haldane.

At this crucial moment there was a
knock on the door. Bldden to enter,
Eleanor came In, followed by her
mother.

“Father," she sald, proffering him
an open letter, Sthe emergency which
we discussed has coms upon us sooner
thanm we anticipated.”

The girl was very nervous and ex-
cited, her hands trembled as she held
out the paper.

" “What! What do you mean?" gasp-
A Haldane, his own agitation not less
ovident.

Could it be possible that his daugh-
ter had already heard of this revela-
tion?

“Here & the letter from Mr. Gorm-
1y, which Livingstone just brought me,
m which Be Tormally asks me to be his
wife"

“What answer shall you give him,
#i8?” asked her brother, intensely ln-
tereated.

“1 haven't made any yet” was the!
reply. “But I can only repeat what 1
sald the other night: that while I re-
apect and admire Mr, Gormly exceed-
inly, 1 do not love him.”

“At least,” questioned the older
Haldane, “you don't disllke him, do
you?"

“IMglike him, father? Not at all. I
have Just sald—"

“Well, glve me the
ﬂnd______'u

At this moment the footman, bowing
before the open door, entered. “Beg
pardon, sir,” he sald, "“but a party by
the name of Liffey Is walting outslde
10 gee you."

“Charley Liffey!" exclaimed the son
of the house. “What s he dolng here
now ™

“Why,” sald Eleanor In great sur-
prise, “that is the grand chief of the

# Sachem soclety and the most noto-
rious—"

“Yes, yes. I know,” Interposed Hal-
dane quickly. “You will kindly leave

letter then,

me for a faw moments, all of you.
Where is Mr. Liffey 1"

“I've got him waltlng In the hall,
alr”

“Tell him I will see him here. Liv-
ingstone, do you carry out my In-

y J
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“Go Back to Gormly and Find Outl®
He Thundered,

junctions at once. KEleanor, say noth-
ing to Mr. Gormly about this proposl-
tlon until I have seen him. Now leave
me. "

“But, Beokman——" began Mrs. Hal-

_—_dane.

“Father!" protested his daughter,

“Elza," sald her husband, "not an-
other word! Eleanor, I am tried now
bheyond endurance, Please go!"

When Liffey entered the library,
now empty of all its former occupants
gnve the elder Haldane, he confronted
a very agltated and very angry man,

“Do you know what's up now, Lif-
fey 7" wis the question that was hurled
at him. '

“Do 1 know what's up? Well about
the best news that we could hear ia
up*

You regard it that way, do you?
Well, 1 don't.”

“"What do you mean?"

“Why, Gormly has dlscovered my
connection with the Gotham Frelght
Tractlon company and the close al-
llance that exists between the Sachem
soclety and the corporatiop, and all
the rest of 1t."

“The devil you say!™ cried Liffey

“It's w0, and he has it all ready to
publish tomorrow morning.”

“"Well, that's bad,” returned the
boss; “"but It might be worse, The
quleter these things are managed, the
better: but still it aln't so bad as it
might be, You see It was bound to
come out sooner or later, and—"

“My dear man, you don't under
stand the importance of this matter,
For the Gotham Freight Traction com-

pany to De found (0 De M CHOME B
liance with the Sachem soclety and
with the administration will lose us
the electlon, and then the New York
Tractlon company franchise goes,
and——-"

“Weil. fust walt a bit, Mr. iinldane,
Things ain't &0 black as they seem.
I've got a little plece of news that'll
digcount yours all hollow,

“It's this," sald Liffey, coming closer
and sinking his volee to a whisper lest
b= should be overheard by any one.

A look of ‘rellef spread over Hal
dane’s face as he listened to Liffey's
communication. *Are you sure of it

“All but sure of it. We'll know
definltely In two days. Men are veri-
fyln' the tale, and Connell and 1 are
expectin' a telegram any time There's
no doubt about It, though, It's a sure
thing, All you've got to do now ia to
keep this revelation you're tellin' me
about out of the papers for two days,
and then they can talk their mouths
off. It won't affect us a bit. Can you
do 1t

“T'll do It,” answered Haldane reso-
lutely, “Uf It kills me. I have an ap-
pointment, or at least I expect to have
one, to see Gormly Inside of an hour,
and I must go now. You will excuse
me?

“Keep a stiff upper lip, Mr. Hal
dane. We're goin’ to win the biggest
victory against the biggest enemy that
New York has ever seen, you mark
me. Goodby.”

In half an hour Haldane, in answer
to a telephone message from his sonm,
was bowling along upper Fifth avenue
In his own electric toward the Stew-
art home. Miss Stewart herself ad-
mitted him, She bad been warned of
hig arrival and had been watching for
him,

"YWeo" alie spld In angwer tn big
eager question, “Mr, Gormly I8 here,
Livingstone brought him. 1 was just
coming Into the house, so 1 let them
in myselt."”

“Is Livingstone here also?”

“Yes. He i in the small drawing
room with Mr. Gormly."

“I want you to amuse him while I
talk with Mr. Gormly. Don't let any
one disturb us.”

“Not for the world,"” said the girl,
throwing open the door of the little re-
ceptlon room ag she spoke, “Here i8
Mr. Haldane, Mr. Gormly. Living-
slone, you are to come with me."”

“I' Intend to be present,” answered
Livingstone frmly, “at thia inter-
view™

“You will pardon me,” said his fa-
ther with equal resolution, “but 1 in-
tend to gee Mr, Gormly alone.”

"(io, Haldane,” said Gormly. “If
there in anything that you ought to
know, I will tell you what it is later.”

“But 1 would—"

“Livingstone,” sald Miss Stewart,
“this Is very ungallant and unkind to-
ward me."”

“Your father and I both wish to be
alone," sald Gormly aternly, whereat
the young man, with very bad grace,
be It admitted, retired and shut the
door,

Gormly waited for the older man ta
begin.

“Mr. Gormly,” sald Haldane at last,

“my son has told me that yon have'
the !

discovered my connection with
Gotham Freight Traction company.”
“I“told him so this afternoon.”
“Why did you tell him1"
“To give him an opportunity to

! withdraw from his assoclation with

me before 1 published the story of the
corrupt corporation, and because 1
have a sort of chivalrous, old-fashion.
ed feeling that compels me to warn
you of what | am going to do before
1 do IL”

“Mr., Gormly,” sald Haldane, “youn
this day addressed my daughter and
asked her to be your wife?"

“1 did, sir"”

“Why today?

“Because | intended all along to da
fo, and 1 preferred to do it now rath.
er than after the publication of the
news that will be made tomorrow. 1|
shall repeat my offer tomorrow "

“And you wish to marry her?”

“It Is—It was—the dearest wish of
my heart.”

“Was, gir?

“Yes, and go far as T am Individuad

Iy concerned it still remaing so: buf|

there are things higher than our own
personal wishes, Mr. Haldane, as 1
have been finding out, and to be mayor
of New York for the purpose of serw
ing the people Is now my chief amb}
tion."”

“Hut you love my daughter, T under
stood her to say.”

“She could not possibly say how'

muech I care for her, or how proud |
should be to make her my wife.”

“Mr. Gormly,” sald Haldane, lowen
Ing his volce and looking about him,
“It 18 not beyond possibility that your
desires In that direction might ba
gratified.”

“Do you carry a message to md
from Miss Haldane?™

“No, not exactly., She, however,
placed the matter In my hands, |
have your letter here.” He drew ||
forth. “And, In short, It is possible
that she might be Induced to favor
your sult. Of course,” he added very
glowly In a mere whisper, during
which he kept bhis eyes carefully
averted from the other man's face,
“you will underatand that If you wers
a party to this—er—revelation to
which you have alluded, that would
render uny alllance impoasible.”

"“You may,” asked Gormly slowly,
“that Migs Haldans 18 not privy ta
your decision, that you do not make
this proposition by her authority?"

“Uertamily not. She knows nothing
dbout It; but I am sure that with mjy
wish and your own determined and—
er—most agreeable personality, the
mwatter can  be brought about,” he
paused, significantly—"on conditions*
he added

“What conditiona?™

*1 leave that to your own persploms
city "

"My tha Nvine AodA!™  huret ool

Gormly, furiously throwlog off all re
straint In his indignation and resent
ment, “If 1 treated you rightly, 1
would kick you out of the house.
would expose you not merely for yom
connection with that thleving octopus, |
but as a father who tried to barter his
daughter to secure his own Im |
munity.”

“8ir, sir!™ exclaimed Haldane fw
rlously, but Gormly was not to be In
terrupted now,

“I love your daughter In waye that
I doubt you are able to understand;
but | would not take her on such con
ditions as those you mean me to Infer;
I would not degrade her by thinking
of her on such terms, even If | lost hex
forever. 1 am unworthy of her now,
God knows! but 1 would be so far be
neath bher under such ecircumstances
that 1 could not even look at her
agaln. 1 don't understand how she
could have been borm of such a fa
ther."

“I will not be talked to In that man-
ner by you, sir,” cried Haldane, who
dld npot lack courage. “I here and
now definitely decline your proposal
for my daughter's hand.”

“l will take that declination from
her, and from no one else!” sald
Gormly.

“She wlill repeat ft, I am sure, If she
hears with what Insolence you have
treated me.”

“And 1 pray God for the sake of her
love toward you and her respect to
ward you that she may never hear one
word of what you have sald. 1 have
had enough of this lnterview, Mr. Hal-
danpe.”

He turned to the door,

“Walt!" sald Haldane

“To hear another infamous proposts
tion from you?"

“No, sir. Dut 1 have somathing

more to say, and it 1s this: You are
not so invulnerable yourself, sir, but
that you might be glad for & little ju
diclous silence.”

“What do you mean?”

“Never mind what T mean. You
publish what you have there at your
peril! 1 warn you that In two days
thereafter, your nama will ring as &
scoundrel and a blackguard through
out the United States."

“Having tried bribery and [falled,
you now resort to threats,” sald Gorm:

|Gresuwood Rink & Ja Cood

ly. “But that you are her father—"

He clenched his fist, stood staring &
minute, then shrugged his shoulders,
shook his head and turned away.

“You won't be warned, then?" sald
Haldane,

“Not by you" »

“And you Intend to publish my con
nection?"

“Everywhere"

“I ghall tell Eleanor that you have
done it."

“I shall tell her mysell,” returned
Gormly, tearing open the door. “Hal
dane,"” he called, as he stepped inte
the hall. When the young man pre
sented himself, he thus addressed
him: “Your father and I have had »
rather palnful Interview, into the de
talls of which it Is not necessary to
enter. I have only to say that the
story 1 told you goes to the newspa
pers tonigbt, And now,” he held out
hig hand, “goodby. 1 wish that we
might have fought together until the
end.”

“Hut we are going to fight together
until the end,” cried the young man
fiercely. “l1 love my father, and until
now 1 have always respected him. I
have been content to follow his lead;
but 1 ean do 8o no longer."

“You will both of you live to regret
it crled old Haldane after a bitter
look at the pair. With his head high
he marched out through the door, "Do
your worst!” he said ere he closed it
behind him. “You will see what will
happen to you In a day or two!"

“What does It mean?' asked Miss
Stewart.

“It means,” sald Livingstone, “that
my father Is tangled up with & gang
of scoundrels: that he is the brain
and backbone of the Gotham Frelght
Traction company that we are fight
ing; and that he 18 In close alliance
with the Sachem soclety. It means
that we—my famlily and l—are dis
honored, It means that 1 no longer
have the right to ask you what I had
intended to ask you when the cam-
paign was over and we had won, to be
my wife*

“Are you asking me now?' erled
Miss Stewart ecstatleally,

“1 would be if it was proper.”

“It s proper,” she sald, blushing 4l
vinely.

"You don't mean—"

"You goose!” sald the girl, “1 don't
love your father or your family."

Here Gormly turned and went Into
the drawing room again. When he
came back, which he dld not do until
summoned by Miss Stewart herself, he
confronted the blushing palr,

“You could not have chosen a truer,
better man than Mr. Haldane,” he
sald. “And as for you, Haldane, you
are the lucklest man on earth™

Heo sighed with envy and regret as
he spoke,

“1 want to do momething for you
now,” sald young Haldane,

“Well, there |s one thing you ean do
for me."

“What Is that?

“l want to see your slster, and im-
medlately”

“1 will have her here In tem min-
uteg," answersd the yvyoung man, tear-
Ing himsell away from Miss Stewart
without another word,

I'o be Continued,

“l had been troubled with constl-
pation for two years and trled all of
the best physiclans In Bristol, Tenn.,
and they could do nothing for me,"
writes Thos. B, Willlams, Middlahoro,
Ky, “Two packages of Chamber-
lain's Btomach and Liver Tablets
cured me.” For sale by F. G. Fricke
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BANK TROUBLE
NOT SERIOUS

Condition Says Its Officers
The bank

does not seem as serlous as at first
reported, as the following from yes-

irouble at Greenwood

terday's State Jourual would indi-
cate:
“Albert D. Welton, cashier, and

Laurence H. Daft, asslstant cashier,
of the First Natlonal bank of Green-
wood, Nebraska, were arralgned vess
terday before Federal Commissloner
C, C. Marley on a charge of violating
the United States banking laws. They
were charged with misapplying and
embezzling funds of the bank in the
amount of about $23,000, Both men
gave bond, Mr. Welton In the sum of
§$10,000 and Mr. Daft In the sum of
$6,000. The bonds were signed by
George W. Meeker, and Mr. Welton
and Mr. Daft returned to Greenwood
vesterday afternoon.

“While the charge reads embeozzle-
ment it s understood that the
charges in the indictment are largely
of a technieal nature citing violations
of the United States banking laws.
There s no charge that elther man
ever profited financially because of
the violations. No money has been
lost. The bank will not suffer loss.

“One of the counts In the indict-
ment Is that in thelr statement to
the comptroller they Included several
notes that they clalmed were accoms-
modation notes. One of these notes
was slgned by AMr, Welton's brother-
In-law, and another by his uncle, The
United States banking laws prohlbit
the signing of such notes by relatives
of the banker,

“Both Mr, Welton and Mr. Daft
promised the bank examiner that
they would come to Lincoln yester-
day morning and give bond. This
they did and the warrants were not
sorved on them until they reached
the commissioner's office. They
wiived the right to & preliminary ex-
amination before Commissioner Mar-
ley and were bound over to await the
investigation by the federnl grand
Jury. The penalty for violation of
the United States banking laws s
not less than five years nor more
than twenty years' imprisonment.

“L. H. Daft, asslstant cashier of
the bank, sald when asked about the
complaint:

“*The charge grows out of an al-
leged violatlon of law that Is alto-
gether technieal., No one has lost
any money and no one will loge a
cent. Any transaction either myself
or Mr, Welton may have made will
not in any way affect anyone finan-
clally. 1t Is unfortunate that this
matter has come up as it has, but
neither I nor Mr. Wellon have any
fear of the outcome," "

L. H. Daft was the republican can-
didate a yvear ago last November for
register of detds of Cass county and
was defeated by the present Incum-
bent, A. J. Snyder,

JENTH OF  FORMER
PLTSHOUTH RESIENT

Mr. Charles Herger departed ves-
terday for Stewart, Nebraska, where
he was called to attend the funeral
of his father-in-law, Mr, Philllp Bird-
mann, who passed away at the home
of his daughter, Mrs. A, C. Powell,

Mr, Eirdmann was formerly a resl-
dent of this city for ten vears and
moved away aboul twenly years ago,
golng to Stewart, where his wife
died about ten years ago. Since the |
denth of his wife, Mr. Elrdmann has
made his home with his ehildren, and
last winter wag spent with his daugh-
ter, Mrs, C, L, Herger, In this oity,

Mr, Eirdmann conducted a black-
amith shop when he resided In Platis-
mouth, and many of the poople here
were quite well acqualnted with him, |

At the time of his death he was In
the Rdth year of his age. MHe leaves
surviving him seven daughters and
two sons. The daughters are: M,
Charles L. Herger and Mra. Fred
Oldenhauses, of this clty; Mra. E. L.
Beardsley and Mrs. Primley, of Lin-

coln; Mrs, Kate Winny, Mrs. George
Horn, of Omaha;, and Mrs, A, C,
Powell, of Stewart. The sons are
John, of Lincoln, and Willlam, of
Houth Dakota The luneral service
octourred today at Stewart.
Ends Winter's Troubles,

To many, winter Is a season of

tronble. The frost bitten toes and

fingers, chapped hands and lips, chill-
blalns, cold sores, red and rough
sking, prove this, But such troubles
fly befors Bucklen's Arnlca Salve. A
trial convinces. Groatest hoaler of
Burns, Bolls, Plles, Cuts, Sores, Kozos
ma and Sprains, Only 25¢ at P, G.
Fricke & Co's.

Good to the last puft “*Acorna’ made
by Piak & Bajeck,
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Put some

'Tia Rings $1.25
SILK TIES

IN SINGLE BOXES

50c, 75¢, 90c, $1.00
BENTS' SUSPENDERS

IN SINGLE BOXES
50 and 75¢

SUSPENDER SETS

Including Arm Bands and Garters

$15¢, §1, §1.25
HOUSE COATS

ALL SIZES AND SHADES

HOLEPROOF HOSE

FOR MEN OR WOMEN
$1.50 and $2 per Box

Men's all Pure Sk Hose

h0¢

Garters in Handsome Christmas
Boues

250

Kid or Mocha Gloves—Wool or
Siik Lined

90¢ to $2.50

Silk or Knitted Neck Mufflers

40¢ to $4

Laundry Lists and Collar Pouches

$i fo §3

of these
Things
Down
“His”

Chimney!

Scarcely two
Weeks now
till Christmas
Come early
and avoid
the rush!

We have men'’s all
silk handkerchiefs,

with colored border
and colored initial.

ONLY

23¢

——————=0PEN EVENINGS

. E. Wescoit’s Sons

THE HOME OF SATISFACTION

TILL CHRISTMAS— =

PREPARING TO CELEBRATE

175 SECOND ANNIVERSARY

On the 20th day of December, the
Plattsmouth Commercial club  will
witness the celebration of Its second
anniversary, The night s the one on
which offlecers are elocted to N1
annual terms, In keeping with the
very useful and prosperous career of
the club it is hoped to have a pro-
gram for the anniversary evening.

Kvery member should arouse and
pull himself together and come out
to have a lively meeting. There has
been so much good already nccom-
plished by the club, this occasion
ought to be a Joyful meeting with
avery member present. There are
many thinge the club can yet do to
enthuge the clty with life and vigor,
and we belleve the enterprising mer-
chants and business men of Lthe town
will get together and see that things
are done.

All other engagements for Decem-
ber 20th ought to be cancelled and
make It a polnt to be present at the
club on the second anniversary, and
If you have an ldea which will help
the clty in general let the club have
the benefit of It,

Mrs, A, W, Smith Very Sick.
From Tuesday's Dally

Mrs, A. W, Smith took the fast
mall for Omaha thig afternoon, where
she went 1o meet her mother,
Marshall, of Dennlson, lowa, at an
Omaha hospital
ed to go to Dennlson to see her moth-
er and expected to leave this after-
noon, but this morning ghe received

Mra. 8mith expect

A message that her mother wasg mueh
worse, and that the physiclans had
advised taking her to a hospital at
Omaha,

Strayed or Stolen.

From my blackamith shop In My-
nard, a small bay mare, with white
gpot In face, and one hind foot slight-
ly smaller than the other; also had a
blanket on her back, Finder please
notify Frank Svoboda, at Mynard, or
Tim Kohoutek at Plattsmouth,

Pert Pollock and wife and daugh-
ter, Allce, were Omaha passengers on
the early traln today.
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Farmers Do Not Predominate,

Only about one<third of the mem-
berd of the next leglslature give thelr
occupations as farmers, according te
information on file with the secretary
of state, This Information Is belng
used to compile the roster of the sen-
ate and house. In the genate lawyers
predominate and with the bankers.
can control all legislation. In the
house the lawyers are not numerous.
The farmers have many more mem-
bers than Is accorded to any other
occupation, with merchants of warl
ous kinds next in order, Among the
merchants there appears to be more
drugglsts who aspired successfully o
ald In making lnws than any other
tlnsg,

Following is the record as far as it
has been compiled, a few house mem«
bers not having sent In the data:

Henate—Bankers 6, lawyers 11,
merchants 6, editors 1, farmers T,
physiclang 1, real estate and Insur-
ance 2,

House —Farmers 17, bankers €,
merchants 20, minlsters 1, lawyers 9,
ll)l]l_lk-kf'l!lll’-l' I, contructor 2, printer
{1, real estate and insurance 7, editors
6.

Has Unnaturnl Thirst.

Willard Powell, who was sent to
the county Jall a few days ago from
the village of Greenwood for drunk-
enness, finighed his term in the Conns
ty Cafe yesterday and wus released,
Hut Instead of golng home to hin
friends, the man proceeded to tank
jup agnln and Chlef Ralney found him
]!n a beastly state of Intoxication and
{placed him In his old quarters, In the
[eity compartment of the Jull, where
|'Iw wng glven time to sober up, This
morning the officers led the gentle-
!mnu to the corporate Hmits of the
city and allowed him to depart, on
llln- condition that he remaln away.

Happy Parents,

Mr, and Mrs, John Spead are the
proud parents of n new baby bey.
which arrived at their home this af-
ternoon, Mother and babe are re-
ported as getting along very nicely,
while John ls wearing a broad smile
that won't come off. We trust thas
the little fellow will live to be a som-
fort to these worthy parents,




