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I
realized the desperate nature of thi§
adventure upon which | was 8o reck-

lessly embarked. Could we once at-|

tain the yacht's deck unobserved and
make our attack with sufficient swift-
negs to prevent the discharge of fire-
arms, the rest might be accomplished
without great risk of discovery, bar-
ring some unexpectéd mishap.  The
very audaclity of such an attempt was
strongly in our favor. If we sueceeded
in silently warping the Esmeralda be-
vond range of the guns of the shore
batteries all real snd immediate dan-
ger would be over. Probably not a
war vessel in the harbor had steam
up, and, if they did, no Chilean war-

ship could hope to overhaul us when |

once fairly at sen.

I gave the personnel of the crew
Tuttle had collected brief considera-
tion. They were no rougher than |
should naturally expect men to be
who were volunteering for such a iask.
RNesides, Jack ashore and Jack at sea

are two widely differing personalities; |, 0 00

once gobered and on  shipboard,
steadied somewhat by the perlls of
their position, and exhilarated by the
promised rewsrd, they would doubtless
prove efficlent enough, Tuttle might
require a lesson in sea etiquette, and,
it he did, 1 felt perfectly confident of
my abllity to administer it promptly
and foreibly. As for De Nova, I had
no doubt that he would prove himself
a good man. So, altogether, my spirits
rose as 1 thus contemplated a defloite
plan of action.

The movement on the water was
only the merest ripple, with the riding
lights of the various ships at anchor
reflected back as from a glant mir
ror. Two vessels, n fullrigged ship
and a small sehooner, lay cloge in
shore, appiarently deserted, thelr decks
gloomy wastes, thelr bare spars gtlok-
ing up skeleton-like and ghostly,
Farther out, and somewhat to the left,
a yellow lantern, perhaps in the bow
of a guardboat, bohbed about, zig-zag-
ging here and there lke some erratie
star., 1l was some time before I could
locate with any certainty the partie-
ular vessel 1 sought. The harbor was
lttered with sea eraft of every de-
seription, and my knowledge regarding
the Esmernlda was most meager, he-
Ing merely her point of anchorage, and
that she was a large stenm-yacht,
schooner rigged,

Finally, into the focus of the leveled
glasses tHere crept Indistinctly the
delicate tracery of her bow, rendered
more plainly vigible beneath the green
radiance of her riding lamp. Lights
were ghowing faintly through several
portholes amidships, certain proof that
she was not entirely deserted; yet
the eabins aft were dark, and the only
moving figure I could distinguish with
certainty was slowly pacing back and
forth along the lee rall of the poop.
Suddenly, out from the enveloping
smudge, came a shower of sparks
and a red glare, and, A moment later,
I traced the outlines of a steam launch
cleaving the black water. It quickly
vanished behind the fog wreaths hang-
ing to seaward, the falnt sound of its
churning dylng away, leaving the sl-
lent loneliness behind more solemnly
impressive than ever. Only from off
the land came echoing the noises of
men—the loud vivas, the relterated
boom of explosives, the ceaseless
blare of bands,

The scene hecame oppressive in its
barrenness, and 1 felt the need of
movement to overcome it weakening
effect upon the nerves. This was to
be & night of action, not of dreams, so
1 groped my uncertaln path back
along the lttered wharf and around
the curve of the shore line, beneath
the gloomy shadows of coal sheds. Of
lights there were comparatively none,
iIf 1 except the uncertnin glimmer of
rockets along the water's surface, and
1 was consequently compelled to feel
my way from object to object like n
blinded man. Still, the course was
sufclently famliiar so that 1 success-
fully malntalned both footing and dl-
rection, finally emerging safely close
beside the spot appointed for our ren-
dexvous, There was conslderable open
space here, the Mercantlle Company'a

gheds standing some 30 feet back of |

the shore line, and thelr whart for
the unlonding of barges extending
more than 50 feet out lnto the harbor
1 could dimly percelve n great erana |

at the farther extremity, with dan-
gling buckets, outlined against the
sky. Tho night was too dark for me

to declpher the face of my watch, yet
it could not now be long before the
arrival of the men. 1 erouched down |
beside a post to await thelr coming, |
once again senrching the harbor with
my night-glagses

The company at st arrived by twos
from out the enveloping gloom, silent
Iy grouping themaelves amid the shad
ows. 1 could distinguish an occaslonal
grull eongh, and the shufling of fee.,
but there wonnd of

Wik no Conyversa

tlon or hilarity Evidently Da Nowva
had sufMciently soberod them to thelr
duty At Iakt one man detached
himsalf from among ths rowd
and moved stanlthily forward

him at the shore end of the whar!

| Tuttle's erew was first

paneath the visor of his cap, until 1
recognized the fellow.

“Crew all here, Mr, Tuttle?”

“Yes, sir,” he answered, startled by
my sudden appearance Into courteous
response, "but mighty uneasy to be
off.”

“They shall not be delayed. Get the

boats out at once, You are to take
charge of the whaleboat and I will
accompany De Nova In the cutter. Pull
silently to the end of the wharf and
lie by there to awalt lnstructions. Do
your men understand the boats they
| are assigned to?"
“Ay, ay, sir”
| “Very well, then; get the boats out,
and the erews aboard., Not a sound,
| remember, for there are guards patrol
ling the harbor."
I must confess this preparatory work
| was well and smartly accomplished,
the men the merest silent shadows as
| they hauled the two hidden boats
forth from concealment and quletly
ir asslgned places at the oars.
afloat, De
| Nova experiencing some difficulty from
| attempting to load too near shore, In
somewhat shallow water,
“Drop overbesrd, two of you, and

shove off,” 1 ordered, finally. “Lively
now, lads, but no splashing.”

The two fellows in the stern low-

ered themselves into the shallow wa-
ter, bending down so as to put their
shoulders agninst the planks for a
| heave, Suddenly, not three feet dis-
tant, a smudge of shadow uplifted, and
I beeame consclous of a pallid human
face glenming faintly through the
dark. Instantly I leaped toward if,
with such foree as to send the heavily
laden boat swirling forward, the heav-
ing men plunging face downward into
the water, There was a startled ex-
clamation In Spanish, a short-arm
blow shot Into a dimly revealed, half-
famillar face, n flered grip at the
throat, and the two of us were on the
sand, grappling Hke wild cats. Out
of the water, dripping from their
bath, the two seamen came to my ald,
and, between us, we plined the fellow
to helpless sllence,

“Toss him into (he boat,” I sald,
panting from exertion. “He will be
safer with us than left ashore'

It appearad even darker out on the
water than when we looked off upon it
from the land, but, with a few ecau-
tlous strokes, we discovered the

whaleboat, and drew up within an
oar's length of where he lay walting.

“Mr. Tuttle,” 1 began, speaking
slowly and conclsely so that the men
in both boats could hear, “this Is going
to be no boy's play tonight, and 1 ex-
peect implicit obedlence to my orders,
Do exactly what I tell you and no
more. You know the situation of the
Esmeralda, and I want you to put your
whaleboat In under her bow, If you
keep a point east of north you can
scarcely miss it. There Is a lumping
blg brigantine anchored 100 feet be-
yond, with only a single light showing
on her foremast. If you come up un-
der her shadow you are not llkely to
be seen before you drift down agalnst
the Bameralda's cutwater. Make use
of the anchorchaln, and get half a
dozen men quietly over the forecastle
rail, Don't move from there unti]l you
recelve some glgnal from me. Then
clap down the forecastle scuttle, and
make stralght for the engina room,

your erew; and, above all things, let
it be accomplished silently, Don’t per
mit one of your men to carry a londed
firearm. Usa belaying pins, if you
neéd to, or a marlinspike, but no guns,

TheLast Vo;rage

That will comprige the entire duty of

| digcovered a goodly sized boat swing: |

You undarstand clearly ™

Ay, &y, Mr. Stephens.” and Tuttle’s
nasal volce had completely lost all it
tormer trace of insolence

“Then pull away slowly and nolse
L'SE:_V;
plenty of time to get In. Good-by, and
good luck to you"

The balanced oars dipped gently
into the water, scarcely rippling It
and the sharpstemmed whaleboat
glided away Into the surrounding
blackness like a ghost.

“All right now, De Nova,” 1 whis-
pered. “I'll go forward into the bow.
Keap her head off about a polnt and
watch out for signals.”

We sglipped through the water sl

lently, the sound of the dipping oare

blades lttle more audible than the
suppressed breathing of the oarsmen.
Confident that If any eyes were watch-
ing from the deck they were not like
ly to be directed astern, we made wide
detour, ereeping cautlously In beneath
the slight bulge of the yacht's side,
until the fellow behind me fastened
his boathook firmly into the after
chalns. Breathlessly we walted
lstening, but no sound reached us
other than the slight hiss of escaping
steam.

“Hold hard!" 1 whispered, the word
passing back from man to man. “Two
remain with the boat, the rest follow
me."

I crept silently up into the chains
and peered cautlously over onto the
open deck. It was wrapped In dark-
pness and silence, the sole gleam of
revoaling light coming from out the
open main-hateh, and that only the
merest glimmer slightly llluminating
the ship amidships, There was a lamp
alight In the aftercabin, but the
shades were drawn so closely I could
scarcely perceive {ts presence. [ be-
came aware that De Nova stood be-
side me,

“There {8 certalnly no watchman
aft," I announced, softly, “unless he be
found upon the other side of the cabin.
Batten down the companlonway while
1 examine the deck. Two of you men
come with me™

Wea dropped over the low rail to-
gether, moving silently in our stock-
Ingfeel. The roof of the cabin, form-
ing the quarter deck, extended clear
to the rail. We groped over this shad-
owed space as though exploring a
cave, encountering nothing except a
fow camp stools, although my fingers

Ing from davits across the storn. From
the opposite slde we could peer for-

| ward toward the dim light streaming

from out the hateh, the deck bhelng
thus falyly revealed ns far as the fun-
nel.  Bevond all remained black and
fmpenetrable. A man sat upon a bench

| against the side of the galley, a dull

red showing from his pipe bowl. His
earllest knowledge of our presence
was when the two men closed on his
windpipe, and 1 pressed a revolver
muzzle against his cheek.

“Not a sound, Jack,” 1 muttered
sternly In Spanigh, “or else your life
pays for it."

The pipe fell with a click to the
deck, the fellow's eyes staring up at
us, his opened mouth showing oddly
amld a surrounding gray beard. A

smudge which represented Tuttle's | moment later, securely gagged and

und, we rolled his body close In
against the rall,

“I thought 1 heard a bit of a blow
and a yelp on the fo'castle just now,
sir, sald one of the men, pointing
eagerly forward, 1 stood still, intent
ly listening, staring into the gioom.

“Quiet enough there at present
Probably Mr. Tuttle has been attend-
ing to the for'ard watch, Come on,
lads, and we'll join forces with him."

HBeyond all doubt the maln deck was
clear as far as the bridge, and, provid-
Ing Tuttle's crew had attended to
their share of the work, as far aa the
fo'eastle head as well. Wea advanced
cautiously, keeplng close within the
denser shade along the weather rall,
pausing a moment to peer over the
odge of the open hatchway into the
{lluminated space below, Two Ka-
nakas, naked 10 the walst, thelr slim,
brown bodles glistening, each grasp
ing the handle of a coal scoop, were
backed up against a bulkhead con-
versing, while on & low stool, tipped
back to a comforteble angle, his feet
on the rounded crossplece, a pipe In
his mouth, his hands burled deep In
his pockets, sat a white man, with
red face and long, sandy mustaches.

don't hurry; we'll glve you|

His brown overalls and pink under
shirt told nothing distinctive, but the
uniform cap, pushed well back on hls
bristling stock of halr, proclalmed him
the vessel's engineer, As I drew back

De Nova and I will go In by way of
the stern, and we will be responsible
for the after-deck and the bridge. Has
any one A question to ask?’

There was no response, the only

of the water and the deep breathing
W s M eI
LI}

The Two of Us Were on the Sand,
Grappling Like Wild Cats,
of the men, 1 could distinguish them

leaning ongerly forward, but the faces

vere undeciphernble In the gloom

sounds audible being the soft lapping

from this swift survey, Mr. Tuttle
suddenly rounded the end of the chart
house, and, with whispered word of
inquiry to one of the men, advanced to
meast me.

“Well,” 1 sald ag soon as certaln of
his identity, “the afterdeck ls ours
without a blow; what have you dis-
covered forward?

"“Two men were posted on the fo*
castle, sir” he returned, the disagres
able nasal tone apparent even In his
subdued volee, “"We got them both,
but Mason waa pricked with a knife
during the scuffle.”

“Did yon close
questioned briefly

“All fast, sir, but I doubt If any of
the crew are below."

“Waoll, there are some down In the
englne room, and the fellow in charge
looks as If he might Aght on oceasion
Take half a dozen man with you, and
Jump below. The Kanakas won't make
any serlous trouble, hot you had bet
ter clap n gun to the engineer.”

the fo'castle?™ 1

I watched them ax they swarmed
like rats over the hatehcombing and
dropped down Into the Hght Thetra
war a sourrying of bodles, a sharp ex
change of hlows, a velp of alarm from

tae startied Kanakas, a stoul volley
of English onths, and, when the tangle
partislly cleared away, the engltees
xay Ilving fint on his buck, the knee

!

(To e Cantinued

' ELMWOOD,
From the Leader-Echo.

A baby boy wns born to Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Brauchman last week.

We are glad to report that Mrs.
McLaunghlin is steadily fmproving,
|bflng able to sit up at times,

F. A. Raker went to Lincoln yes-
terday to look at automoblles, He
Jexpects to make the purchase of a
It‘uo Maxwell ear In the near fu-
ture.
| Mrs. John Hayes arrived last week
(from Pasadena, Calif, She  does
]nut enjoy good health on the coast
and expresses a desire to return to
Cass county to live,

Herman Engleking who had the
misfortune to lose the tip of his
finger and came near losing the tip
of another in a mixup with a corn
planter two weeks ago, Is doing nlee-
Iy, and  will soon be able to use
his hand.

On Tuesday afternoon a kitchen
shower was given Miss Ella Bryan
gt the beautiful home of Mr. and
Mrs, C. D, Clapp, A goodly number
of friends were present and &n en-
joyable time was had by all. Punch
and wafers were served after the
bride elect had unwrapped her many
beautiful and useful presents.

Gust Taubenhelm, wife and daugh-
ter, of Amherst, Neb., arvived Wed-
nesday for a visit with William Schlck
and family, NMrs, Taubenlelm and
Mrs. Schick were schoolmates in
Germany, and the two ladles had
not seen each other for twenty-elght
venrs, Thelr mecting was doubtléss
n joyous one and thelr visit will be
one of much pleasure.

Carl Kiersey jumped In a puddle
of water Friday evening, and when

he crawled out found that he had
amputnted the fourth toe of his
right foot at the second joint, Mavhe

he found out before, but however
that may have been he wasn't long
in making the fact known, and ono
of our dootors gewed the oo bhack
on. It was hanging by a thin laver
of skin on the part of the
toe

upper

UNION.
From the Ledger,
\lise Etin
{1 o
to be Improving
Mrs Will Clineburg arrvived on
Sunday from Tecumseh, and is visit-
ing her mother, Mrs.
miles north of here
Royv Stine had his left hand very
badly Injured Fridas while
manipulating the loading apparatus

DuBols

sovernl davs,

hias been
but 18 reported

VP

Alllson, o few

:
lust

nt the railroad coal chutes.

Ray Frans departed on  Monday
far Burlington  Junction, Mo, to
spemddl several davs at the mineral

springs for benefit of his health.

Mrs, G. S, Upton and Mrs. J_ 7.
Revnolds departed last Saturday for
Cradg, Mo., having been notified of
the very serlous illness of Joseph
Reynolds at that place,

A. D, Hathaway went to Lincoln
Sunday morning to see his brother
18y, who was Injured by explosion
of a cartridge while he was on duty
ns guard at the penitentiary.

Artle McKean departed Saturday
night for Hamburg, lowa, having
recelved a message stating that his
father®s death might be expected at
any moment. He arrived there too
late to see his father alive,

Charles Relnhart of Diller, Neb,
was here last week to spend a few
days with his friend, Myron Lynde
and family, Mr. Relnhart resided
in this vicinity about twenty vears
ngo, and enjoyed nll‘l.'lllli{‘ many of
his old acquaintances

The rallroad grading crew  that
has beon working near here soveral
weeks, with A. H. Milby as fore.
man and A, E. Whitlow as time-
keeper, moved to Auburn on Tueaday,
where a large amount of work has to
be done Immedintely,

Stull Gets Verdict.

The jury in the case of Henry Stull
ve, the M. P. Rallrond Company
was out but a short time last even-
ing when they returned & verdlet In
favor of the plaintiff for $147.08,
The plaintiff sued for $150 losa for
{ dostruction of hay by fire set by loco-
| motives of the defendant, Evidently
the Jury consldered hia woll
brought as they gave him virtually
all he asked for, without much dis-
sent
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LEGAL NOTICE,
I:.' Jamex A, Dvainrt A non-resldeont
| defendant
TOU Aare hwrel notifad thint on i
‘r-i day of May AL I, 1908, Helenu A
Liynart flled a potition agninst you In
the Distriot Court of Cass Count Ne
raskin. the object and praver of whiel
ire, First To oauln n divoree from
i Gn the graund that you have wil
Lfully abiandoned the pinintifr without
Woriml aluse for more than two AT
| anl, and Beoond AVEe KT 1y
i Wantor falled and neglected 1o

ipparyt sald o i (|
Mt the (it Loy Lhe Northwent

robe.

one of them. $20 to $35.
For the man
who must have a
good coat for a
small price we of-
fer an extra special value
in plain black, all wool;
also gray and fancy
mixtures at....... sm
We could say these are
$20 coats at ¥4 price, but
they are not. We will
say however that they
are under priced at $10
and a bargain for the
man who buys them.

The modern rain coat is now
looked upon as an indispensable
part of a well equipped ward
Our handsome Quality

coats are models of style and
comfort. We guarantee every

Ask for the advertised coat.

C. E. Wescott’s Sons

“Where Quality Counts.”

HAVE THRILLING
EXPERIENCE

Nebraska City Man Suffers For

 Two Hours Fear of Death

E. D Tibhets and Earl
Nebraskn

painters had an exporlence one night

Dickson,

LwWo Clity  decorators and

Insp week which they will not forget
ug long as they live, Nelther of them
want lo pass through a similar ex-
perionee.

It seems after thelr dayvs's work
at o farm honse they had gone to
Nehawka to secureé some things they
needed for their next day's work.
They secured the same and started
back to the place where they were
stopping and thinking it the nearest
way they walked down the rallway
track. They were some distance
from town and started to cross a
steel cattle guard on the Missourl
Pacific rallway and when half way
over E. D. Tibbitts got one of his
feot fast between one of the pleces of
steel and In surging around to get
the Imprisoned foot loose he got the
other foot eaught and here he was
fast in a cattle guard In the middle
of the track and nothing could re-
lense his friend but all In  vain
and the harder he worked the
firmer seemed the grip of the steel
guards and the Hmbs of the Impris-
oned man begun to swell and this
not only made it more difficult to re-
lease him, but exceedingly palnful,

They both worked and talked
over the situation and ever now and
then they stopped to listen for any
traln that might be approaching.
They had both taken off thelr conts
and Iald them down on the track
and by them set a can of oil they
were earrylng and Mr. Dickson waa

no telling when a frelght traln might
put In appearance, A, Dickson did
not dare leave his friend beenuse of
this o go farm which

wus some distance away fearing that
a traln might come and its coming
without any warning meant instant
death,  They did everything that
was possible for two men to do in
such a trylng position, praying and
many other things,

The labored and tugged away for
over ong and a half hours and finally
by loosening the shoes of the Impris-
oned man one Hmb was released
and then the other one wos released
by cutting awey the clothing and the
shoes and In so doing In the dark
cut the flesh in several places. The
night was piteh dark and despite
the fact that both men yelled them-
selves hoarse they cold not at-tract
the attention of anyone.

When Mr, Tibbits was finally re-
leased they both were so exhausted
they lay down on the wet ecold
ground for some time before they
could regain sufficlent strength to
get up and resume thelr Journey.
Mr. Tibbets was In such bad shape
that he had to be asslsted to the
place where he was stopplng and
there recelved medical attention. He
secured his shoes the next day.

The gentlemen both say that they
never want to go through such a
thrilling experlence agaln in thelr
lHves and they will not forget the two
hours of horror they spent, one
dreading to see a traln  dash  up
and grind his friend to pleces and

o n house

to go up the track and after pouring | the other facing a sure death In case

oll on the two coals was to set them 'u traln did put In appaerance. The
on fire In hopes that the engineer horror of such a condition can only
might see the signal .ln time to stop |be realized by one who has been
and then they could sccure tools there. It was two long hours and

y | pome to do it and It need

the tralnmen to releass the Impris-
aned man, They had nothing with
which to work and hoth worked
with thelr hands untll they were
cut and bleeding, It was a horrible
position to be In for {t was near time
for the regular traln to come down

from Lincoln and besldes there was

| mén,

soemed ke days to the two gentla-
Strange that It may seem the
traln was late that night and to
this Mr. Tibbitts partly owes his
fe and to the untiring efforts of
hig friend, who worked him free
from the death trap.—Nebraska
Clty News,

To Play Ball,
The looal baseball tenm will play
thelr opening game
afternoon nt the Uhlcago avenue

park. Codar Creek will be

next Saturdny

thelr op-

ponents and a red hotr game g ns-
{gured, The local team has hesn
practicing regularly and will make

| desperate ¢ffort to win the game

Coedar Creek has got a8 good team
lone of the bost of the country teams
and will make o gamoe fight to win
Manager Warren In sangulne that the
| loealy

will be able to down the coun-
hut will

iry hovs Lhay hnve to g0

surprise no

one o hnve Cedar Creek walk off
with tl Invirrals The mame will
ey overvone attending and n
matter of encouragement to the loenl
im, i bg crowd should be oul i
st not e thought that Codur
| Croo) i wonk tear It Is far

from that In fact, it 18 one of the

trongest country teams In this seo-
tlon of the state and fully capable
of sustalning itself agalnst metropol-
Itan teams. Do not fail to lend your
and the great
Ameriean game to ity fullest extent

Presenco encourage

Flect Sehool Superintendent,
Loulsville, Neb Walter
Plybon of UUniversity Place was alact-
ed superintendent of the Loulsville
sehools ot & meeting of the board of
held heype Misy
Kennedy of Murray was oleet-

May 26.

prducation todny

AEnex

el Instruetor In the seventh and
vlghth erade sSuperintendent Ply
bon wil receive $80 o month, He
I# a graduate of the Nobraska Wes-
fevan  unlversity, having gradunted
vith the olass of 1908 During the
st i he wos superititendent of
chools nt Belvidere



