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CHAPTER 1.

In Which Beging Adventurs.,

‘ Bome may question the truth of this |
narrative, yet they will scarcely be
found among those who "go down to
the sea In ships” To them the un-
fathomable mystery abiding upon the
face of the great deep, the constant
marvel of huge, heaving leagues of
watery solitude, secret and profound,
must ever remain so vast, so inex-
plicable, as to be beyond any Interrog-
atory of the finite—the strange, the
unexpected, lurking everywhere. To
others, mere landsmen, confidently
imagining that all phenomena can be
reduced within the contracted limits
of human comprehension, I need say
no more than that witnesses still sur
vive to corroborate the prineipal incl
dents of this story, which I now pur- |
pose writing In the full glow of a mem-
ory still dominated by the events to
be recorded. .

It had come to be the Gth day of
Aprll, the year 1870, I, John Stephens,
aged 24, occupled a rather comfort-
able seat upon the shaded balcony of |
that large, ultra-fashlonable hotel at
Valparaiso, which, as travelers will
recall, clings to the stéep hillside over- |
looking both the elty and harbor be-
neath, | was alone, not having as yet
ordered the serving of the oveulnl|

|

meal,

A gayly attlred military band was
playing noisily In a near-by plaza, and |
through the Intervening distance I was |
able to distingulsh plainly the patri-
otle notes of national musle. I even
belleved that a medley of shouting
voices, mingled with an echo of
cheers, was borne to me on the rising
night wind, and 1 leaned above the
low ralling to gaze down, slightly in-
terested, as a regiment of Chilean in-
faniry—regulars of the line, from
thelr white trousers and stiff hats—
swept swiftly past the hotel corner In
rapld time, to disappear suddenly
over the steep crest in the directlon
of the quay. Far away, toward the
right, where the long row of gray-
gtone barracks was still dimly visible
agalnst the darker background of sur-
rounding hills, was to be discerned a
glimmer of steel, as squadrons of cay- |
alry and artillery engaged in dress
parade, their numerous banners fap-
ping against the sky. At the moment
these several ocourrences served to
awaken the merest interest, tending
rather to bring home to memory a
freshening knowledge of the despera-
tion of my situation.

It ean all be told In few words: I
was persona non grata to the Chllean
authoritles, with apparently every pos
sible avenue leading forth from the
country fully and effectively barred.
While personally unknown to those
offieials, thus far successful in mask-
ing my movements under the gulse of
a forelgn gentleman of lelsure tem.
porarily resident at a faushionable
hotel, I nevertheless discovered it im.
possible to break through the cordon
of watehful government sples and
shake the Chilean dust from off my
feet. A rapid explanation will suffice,
A natlve of Massachusetts, of excel
lent famlily connections, together with
prospects of furure wealth, I early de |
veloped the unrestrainable propensi-
ties of a rover, and after a vain effort
to turn my reluctant ambition toward
one of the |learned professions my par-
ents, despalring of ever doing better,
finally congented to apprentice me to
the sea. Unfortunately for the reall-
zation of thelr more gecret hopes [/
took to that hard, a‘venturous llfe as
a duck to water, o that, at the end of
five years' worvice, | had risen,
through the varlons grades, to the hon-
orable position of first oieer In ‘he
old Leyland line., my steamship belng
the Vulean, trading botween Now
York and South Ameriean ports

Soon after 1 attalned this berth my
father died suddenly, leaving hehind
him u fair amount of property, n good
1y share of which came to me In cash
It chanced that, during a  previous
voyvage, a presenger on board bad sue
ceeded In Interesting me deeply In cor
taln mining operations which he was
conducting under a Holliviap

conces

glon. Finding mysell In possession of
abundant means, and experiencing
that oceaslonal disgust for sea life

common o all sallor-men, | embarked
with boyish enthuginsm o this
enterprise, not only luvesting a4 con
slderable amount of money, bhut like
wise giving the company 1y personal
serviees aa asslstan’ sunerintendent
Reyond doubt our conresslon
an extremely valuable one, hut
wWare destined
came to us with an unfortunate finw In

wns
s wi
gO0n digrover it
the title, there l!t".l_‘n]-lhu a spirited
controversy between the coustituted
anthoritiey of Bolivin and Chile, over
which country the territory invaolved
belonged. From harsh words in pub
e, and the private ex hange of dip
JSontie note the argument racidly
advanced to blows, and wag Anally re
ferred to the arbitrament of the rifie
At our nancial Interests
tirely Bollvian, and our invested money
At stake, |t was no more than natura
that we should openly wlly ourselves
with that struggiing faction which the
Chilean authorities promptly de

were on

nounced as insurrectos, and proceeded
to crush.

It was something of a comic opera
war, resulting In two or three skir
mishes wherein (ll-equippad and poorly
officered palsanos were pitted against
rogular troops of the line, and, as we
received from Bolivia no more sub-
stantial ald than vague promises, our
resistance, though rather stubborn,
wns soon overcome, When the final

‘wild stampede for safety came, I dis-

covered myself, as quartermaster gen-
ernl of the late revolutiopary forces,
gtill in possession of a considerable
sum of monev, to which no one else
possessad sny better clatm, the un.
healed sear of & Chllean bullet In my
shoulder, and an exceedingly fattering
chance of belng summarily shot by
drmmhead court-martial If caught, All
opportunity for retreat across the Bo-
livian frontler was already affectively
blocked, but, after severnl weeks of

 excessive hardship, skulking amid the

dark recesses of Indian huts in the
mountalns, 1 suceeeded in stenling un-
ohgerved into Valparalso, feellng con-
fident that, as a sallor, 1 shonld be
able to discover In that busy seaport
some early opportunity for escape,
This confidence was doomed to bit-
ter disappolntment. The Chilean au-
thorities were especlally desirous of
apprehending me, inspired doubtiess
by vislons of the warchest, rumored
to be of far greater value than truth
could justify. They were both alert
and suspiclous, The American consul
was obdurate te pleading, refusing
peremptorily to bhecome Involved In
the affalr, while no war vessel floating
the flag of the United States, to which
i might flee for protection, entered
the harbor. Manifestly it was impos-
sible for me to depart on any foreign
vegsel as a passenger without possess.
Ing the necessary papers properly
vised, nor could I even ship as sea
man before the mast without running
the gantlet of numerous suspleious
officlals especlally warned to appre-
hend me. In brief, though possessing
ample means, 1 was a helpless pris-
oner, my only safety the keeping out
of slght from all in suthority within
the narrow confines of the hotel,
Sitting there in solitude that even-
ing 1 thought it out all over again for
the hupdredth time, bitterly cursing
myself for a stupld fool, yet utterly
unable to discover any venturesome
prospect of ultimate escape. | was
trapped as securely as though the
hand of actual arrest was about to he
placed upon my shoulder. 1 might,
by thus continuing to skulk in the
dark, delay the result, yet the final
ending was Inevitable. Beyond doubt
I was cornered, and the tlme was ripe
for the eager acceptance of any reck-
less opportunity. Yet, desperate as I
was, | could percelve none; every-
where arose the same blank wall of
Chilean power, impassable, unassall-
able, Insurmountable. Saint Andrew!
mine was a situation to chill the blood.
The stars began to gleam in the
black vold of sky overhead, those bril-
liant, seintillating stars of the south
in thelr unfamillar constellations, for-
ever reminding me that 1 was an allen
and a stranger. The city (Itself,
wrapped within the deepening folds of
this early night mantle, appeared un-
usually nolsy and demonstrative. 1
dimly wondered at it. There was a
censeless blare of bands, a medley of
inarticulate cries, mingled with the
continuous disorder of shuffing feet
along the roughly paved streets. 1
could distingulsh nothing definite as
T hung curfously over the bal
cony rall, staring Idly down, yet
it was plainly evident that the entire
population was astir with some in-
creasing excitement. Far out toward
the distant mouth of the harbor a fort-
reas battery was firing =alvos of ar-
tillery, the swift flames of discharge
cleaving the binek shadows in viclous
wnurts of yellowish red the sullen re-
‘berations of sound shaking the ho-
tel easements. Some Holy Saint's day,
I Imagined, wondering idly what spe-
clnl devotion of the church could be
responsible for so much of uproar, so
general an outpouring of enthusiasm.
Still, the thought held me barely for
4 moment; my own personal affalrs
were far too serfour and Inslgtent for
any wasted attention upon the sainis
I turned batk from the rail
glanced carelessly within, The great
dining hall was already brilllantiy 11
Iuminated, and a number of the tables
woere surrounded by puests. 1t formed
A& cosmopolitan scene, the gronped
faces being representative of a wide
varisty of raeces, the seraps of conver
gatlon which floated to me through the
open window revealing half the Jan
guages of BEurope, Swiurthy Spaniard
volatlle Frenchmen, sllent sona of Al
talkative Yankoss
hespectaciad

and

blon
and

hewhiskored

Gurmans, hlonde

rony«cheoked Swedoes together witl
representatives  from hall &  dozen
Bouth American conptries, were Indle
criminately mingled in sudden brot

erhood. Thiz motley, Interesting com
“any was composed principally of
e, exhibiting here and thare the
glitter of military uniforms. or som.

pecullarity of atlire attesting the pres

ence of the Inevitable globetrotter
though the majority were plainiy
-

[ SN T
|e|u-d in various lines of trade, and
| drawn inoto this vortex from the four
vorpurs of the globe in the wild scram-
ble after gold. No forelgn passenger
stoamer had ontored thie hurbor withe
in the past 24 hours, and | had al
ready studied those faces bafore in the
vague, shadowy hope of discovering a
friend. 1 It another clgarro, out of
sheer nervousness, and sat sllently
watching a Chinese attendant lghting
the colored lanterns suspended along
the balcony roof. A sudden rocket
went swiftly and sizzling up from out
the eenter of the great plaza below,
and my eyes followed its swift fiight
into the black sky until {t burst into
a thousand miniature stars,

When 1 turned once again, now hall
inclined to beckon a walter and order
the serving of dinner, & newly arrived
company of guests had taken posses-
sion of the small round table just
within the open window, Three ware
In the party, apparently father, moth-
er and daughter, beyond question of
high social class. Paterfamillas, sit-
ting in stately dignity at what might
he considered the head of the board,
a broad napkin spread across his right
knee, was (ypleally aristoeratic, of
spare figure, stern lean face, with iron-
gray halr, and mustaches trimmed to
perfedt polnt, his  eyes, cold and
emotionless, gleaming like steel polnts
behind gold-rimmed glasses—a man
certainly over 60, possessing to the
extreme that feritating hauteur pos
sible only to an Engligshman of recog-
niged family and position, The lady
occupying the seat opposite him, whom
I naturally presumed to be his wife,
wns fileshy enough to own an ample
double chin, which drooped to a vaster
expanse bhelow: most expensively
gowned, her fingers Inden with din.
monds, and a lorgnette at her eye,
through which she dellberately sur-
veyed the assembled company., Her
evident attempt at duplieating the
ealm hautton of her emotlonless com-
panion was nevertheless gomewhat of
a counterfeit, as It falled to conceal
wholly a slight twinkle of amusement
curving the corners of her mouth, and
a certain slight vulgar uneasiness of
manner. His ideal was evidently that
of a marble statue, cold, Immaculate,
his slightest movement reveallng the
frigidity of ome born to the purple,
while my lady retalned some sem-
blance to flesh and blood, although
well veneered by long social artifice.
He was nature, while she had evident-
ly been developed by skill; yet the
matron, to my thinking, proved far the
more interesting specimen of the two.

I must confess, however, wasting
preclous little attention upon elther,
for my eyes early rested upon the
Younger woman seated between the
two, and hence directly confronting
me, 1 will not say I never saw a falr-
er pleture of womanhood just when
the lovely flower becomes a blossom
fully blown, yet assuredly none other
ever possessed for me the same In-
definable fascination, the same in-
effable charm. Twenty-two, possibly,
altheugh her age was difficult to guess,
with oval face and clear, fresh skin,
the rich, red blood of perfect health
erimsoning the rounded cheeks; eyes
of deepest, darkest gray, the kind of
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Three Were In the Party, Apparently
Father, Mother and Daughter.

eyes pledging a thoughtful soul be-
hind to yield them such rure power of
exprossion; a face reflecting the Joy
of living, yet responsive, and, In mo-
ments of quietness, saddened bevond
its years: an entrancing dimple visible
in the rather broad chin; the 1lips
molst and rosy with health, sufficiently
parted to reveal o tantalizing glimpse
of white, tegular teeth behind: the
forehead low and broad, the wealth of
shadowing hair of darkest brown, yet
with an odd gleam of reddish gold
causing the gathered masses Lo seem
an nureole of bheauty, But It was uot
the outward fuace alone, nor any com-
binatlon of pleasing features, which
yielded such rare and Indeseribabie
charm—It was rather a distinct and
nnusunl personality which
these both e and attrnctvenvas
slightest glanc natural
and unalected, aeemed o new revela
tlon of self, the outer expression of a
socret Inward life which | lnstinetively

or movemen!

tary of which was Invitntlon
The three conversed llttle,
Engilsh with that lack of

speaking

customed to having discrect servanis
behind thelr chalrs, the man grum
bling fofly over the guality of food fur
nished and the Indiferent sorvice, my
Indy commenting with audible dlstinet
ness on the persondl appearancs of
the various people present, the girl
contenting hersell with an occasional

waercial geatiemen, Intem

wave lol
Her |

longed to penetrate, the guarded m.\f.«-!g_.r atl noon

restraint |
common o those who have bean ae |

monosyllable when directly addreassed |

—of course we think our clothes are the best.

That's natural. But we think we have good
reasons for thinking so.

paring the clothes of the best makers in the

country every season for 30 years.
buy any of them.

We have been com-

We could

Is it any wonder then that

we commend our judgment by thinking the

ones we did buy are the best.

Now the thing

todois to let you know why we think these

clothes of ours arethe best. This we doif you
will give us the opportunity. Come in and let
us show you our “Quality line.”

your judgment will agree with ours that they
are the best by every test.

We think

Price $20 to $35.

Other good ones $10 to $20.

“Where Quality Counts.”

: Deputy
NEEDED REL'EF Skelton of the Kinghts and Ladles

Settles the Dust and Nature
Takes on Spring Raiment

This section was treated this
morning to & Hght shower, the first
real gpring shower of the year. Tho|
rainfall was very light belng hut|
lHttle more than enough to lay the
dust but such as It was
welecome as it resulted In brighten- |
ing vegetation and causing the dust
covered leaves to be washed clean
and shine out resplentant in beautl-
ful spring tints. The rainfall was ae-
companied by vivid lightning and
some genuine spring thunder which
rolled and reverberated In the heay-
ens,

By 8 o'clock the sun had broken

It was very | the

could never hope to deplot.  Yesters
day they were yellow and dirty with

the color of the sand from the bars |

In the river and the transformation
was & marvelous one. Passengers on
tralus must have been struck
with the magnificent sight along the
river bluffs when vegetation, fresh
and green with the morning's bath
shone out begutiful in the sunlight.
The ground Is very dry and wheat
| has been suffering considerably from
ek of molsture,  The dryness of the
ground has also Interfered very ma-
| terfnlly with planting and plowing
and formers have been especially

— S ——
1 A Pleasant Affuir,

| A very pleasant affalr was the re-
| ception tendered  Distriet

of Becurity last Monday evening at
the comfortable home of Hon R. B.
Windham, The oceasion was made a
notable one by the wembers of the
otder who were present In large nums-
bors to meet Mr. Skelton, and all
those who were favored by golng
were made to realize that it was &
time long to be remembersd. There
was a nlee and attractive program for
the oceasion and refreshments follow.
od In the course of the evening. The
Knights and Ladles in this city have
been enjoying a steady and substan-
tlal growth during the past year and
are now one of the strongest fraters
nal lodges In the city,

Mre, George E. Dovey and daugh-
{ter Miss Catherine, are spending the
afternoon in Omahn having been

|pussengers for that city on the mall.
|
——eee
|l ORDER TO SHOW CAUNE,

In the Distriet Court of Cuse Coun
Nebraska, s

through the clouds and the shower  uneasiness over continued absence | In the Matter of the Estate of Telitha

had passed off to the southenst, Towa | of rain,
belng apparently treated to n genu- | soaking rain of somoe

ine soaking as the clouds seemed

heavier in that direction than here. | proper condition for planting

The rainfall down the river s also
apparently mueh heavier than In this
vieinity. The hope s entertalned now
that the drouth has been broken |
and the first shower of the spring ln|
be followed by warm weather han
taken place, there will he many |
more as they are badly needed,

One of the prettiest sights after the
shower was the hills along the river |
below the depot. They are covered
with trees just bursting Into leaf |
and bright green when fresh from
the taste of the rain, and this morn-
Ing when the sun ecame out, their
green was at its most brillinnt lm:‘nI
and the hills were brightened with
a color which the art of the painter |

It will take a real, hard
twenty-four
hours duration to put the ground into
nnd
starting crops, The weather bureau
today forecasts more showers for the
day which helps considerably but a
genernl raln I8 what the farmers
want,

The frost and freeze of Monday
night it I8 now belleved, did any
material damage to fruit In this see-
tlon, Fruit growers interviewed state
the wseveral frolt crops were of
a stage of growth which was such
that the frost could not materially
injure them although the frecas was
n rather severe one. If this turns
out to be correct, there |8 every In-
dication that the frult to be ralsed
In this section during the comingyear
wlll be a bumper crop,

The Day of the “Fan'

Today is the day of the baseball
“fan."

The season starts In Oma- |
ha on this day A, D. 1509 and tlu-y:
will all be there to see. If Omaha
does not have a record breaking
crowd we miss our guess, Blue
skles, a soft, warm alr, Ideal weathoer
in every respect and the Wichita
team which has been playlng phe-
nominal ball slnce the senson start-
of ought to be o strong enough com-
Lination to fI1) the stands and cause
4 big overflow Into the field. The
game should be a hot one and doubt.

less will. The lurs of the game
called out a falr slzed crowd of
“fans” from thig city and the court

house looks lke & deserted village
Heglster of Deeds Schnelder
probably holds the
champion fan'*

who
penant ny

deserted at noun

nnd sanwesonr rmgbhgkagogkqolkg

and was o PUssENKEYr on the mall

County Judge Beeson who disputos

the champlonghip vigorously with

Schnelder nlko raced nway on the
mail tralh for an oarly start whil
Court Reporter Earl Travise who in
sty he's In the running for th

champlonahilp, also was o pus
Walling

court house

A TRLOT

that traln Thom while

whille not strictly o

man

i 8L o nearly one that he must Iu

Inksd that way, nlso was U passen

Othorg who cast nelde

the eares of business for the hation

il game were Clande Shumaker who

left Manager Dunbuar to ran the ho
tel without his assistance (his af
ternoon, Albert Scultler who has
| heen woolng the finny tribe in the

river for the past several days

found

the temptation too great and he too

woent up to wew tha npening game
Roseticrans
Riley

t hose

Clayt desorted his chalr

at the barber

ghop and In

ghme
|

Among nttending  the

also while the list of others I8 some-
what extended, They are all rooters.

Umnble to Locate,

The Havelock city  councll met
Monday and decided to lssue four or
five more lMeenses to applicants for
guloons If thexe applicants can se-
cure sites for thelr places . So far
no petitions have been flled with the
ety clerk because none of the appli-
cants have been able to secure o lense
for the locations. Four men have
been trylug to locate, three of them
Lincoln saloon keepers. It wis sald
that Gue A, Gugenhelmer hod been
fortunate enough to secure a hullding
butlater developments prove that the
tenant now holding the locatlion re
The location |
now occupled by a pool hall, the pro

fuses to get oul

prietor of which hax no lease butl has
n Hoeons In that location
He 1g sald to be rendy to fight to hold

Lo opernts

the locstion

A petition  wa siirtied RIONng
Haveloek business men last nlght to
nuk the ety counell to grant noe more
liwenees for saloons on maln streel
licenses for saloons on the main |
itreet of the oty Thiee Lincoln
men were arcested in Havelodk
terday on A chnrg drunkaonne
This fact Is pointed st significantly
by Haveloek peopls Some of them
ay they pre willing to take the mon
oy of Lincoln thirsty ans bul don'f
want thom as citizens, and ure KOINgE
to moo that they behave while they
nre In the shop elty Kajwyp

are In the shop eity Lincoln State
lournnl

Poter | Petersen departed  this
morning for Lincoln where he will

remaln all week ne A delegnte ot the
grand lodge of the A, O, U, W

Willing, Decensed,
| Thin chuse mmlnlc on o e heard on
the petition of W, I Hand, administra-
tor of the estate of Tellthn Walllng,
devensed, to sell the renl estate belong-
h:* to the sald estate, to-wit:

he Southwest Quarter (8 W, 1-4) o
the Northwest Quarter (N, W, 1-4) an
the Northwest Quarter (N, W, 1-4} of
the Southwest (5 W. 1-4) of Section
Twaolve (12) Township Kleven (11),
Iange Hight (K), In Lancaster County,
Nebragko, subject to a mortgage there-
on of Fifteen Hundred Dollars ($1500
now die to pay the debits  wllowa
ngalnst andd estate and costs of sdmins
fstrntlon, It s ordersed:

That all parties Interested In sald
wntale be wnd appear before the uns
dersigned Judge of the DMstriet Court
of Chss t'mmli. Nebraska, at chambe
In the Court House at Plattsmouth ﬂ
maid Cass County, wn the wontys
fourth duy of May, 1908, to show cause,
IT any, and why Hoense should not be
granted to the said W, K. Hand ns
such administrator to sell the above
dencribod property,

And It Is further ordered that this
order La publlaher tor four weeks in
the Plattsmouth Journal, a nuwn'purot
wblished and of general elrenintion
n sald Cass County, Nebraska.

In testimony whereof | have hnraul\l-
1lnn=|-| my hand this 12th day of April,
0%,

Harvey 1. Travia.
Judge of the District Court,

—_—

LEGAL NOTIOR,

Stute of Nebraska, County of Cans, 89,
In County Court:

In the matter of the Esate of John
L. Axmuaker, decewsed,

TO ALL PERBONS INTERESTEL:

You are hereby notified that ther‘
has been filed In this court petition o
Rosettn Axmnkor, alleging mmong other
things that sald John Lo Axmaker des
parted this 1ife Interstute In Casy Couns
ty, Nobraskia, and ot sald time as an
Inhabitant of sald county, leaving an
exlate 1o e adminlsters

The praver of said petition is that
Lattorn of Adminlstration be granted to
Nosette Axmuker,

You are further notified that a
henring will be had on =ald petition
before this coudt In the County Court
room at Mlattsmouth, In sald County on
the 1Tth day of Mav, 1908, at 10 o'clock
W, m. and all objections If sny, must be
filed on or before sald day wnd hour of
hearing

Withoss my hatd sand Lhe sonl of the

Caunty Court of sald County, this 21st
doy of April, 1nog
(BEAL)
By the Court
Allen J, Beesan

County Judge

I K Bare, Atarney
1

LEGAL NOTIHON,

To James A, Dysart; s pon-resident

elendant
YO el hereby notifted that on the
lay of May, A, D, 1900, Helena A
i Flled o petitlon agaiunst you In
I L 11 i 1 '.ll r OF Cans ll"'u'l" |'l'~
branka. the objeot und pruver of which
1*irut o obtaln o divoroe from
e oon e round that u hinye wils
fully abandoned the plaintilf without
g onuee for more than tWo Years
anl, wnd SEecond, that you hinve grossly
and wantonl fatind mand neglectad to
nug Ul plainti®, and Third To
julet the titls 10y 1 I Northwaest
i 1 (2 W i on tan
il 1 % hip I # Twelve
eunt, In | { 1 fi “tale
N ko, Iy | i agninst
Y O . pinlired to mianke answesr
wld petinle | fore the 14th

ny of Jun A, ] | }
Helen . Dyeart,
Fluintin
I Hamssy &
e Atarne

| ATT CHMENT NOTHOWN,

i1l take notios, that

Nt 1 duny aof Aprll 1h0g, W
Areha ] lee of the Peace of Cass
o Nelirnnka, Issusd an order of
Rithdhiment r the sum of 310,55 In
i Aotion pending befors him, wharsin
Topeph Folis In plaintiff, and L B
Chumle I defendant, that property  of
the defendant, conslatling of money has
aen altaohed under sald order, sald
cnume was continuad to the 25th day of

| May, 1009, at 9 o'clock n m -

Joseph Fetzor
Plalntie,




