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LOCTING THE TREASURY

THE COMMANDANT AND PHYSICIAN

In Charge Induige In High-Handed Act
~—lIonilde Light on the Dissipation of
the Drug aand Other Fuunds—A Chaln
of Scandals.

GRAND ISLAND, Neb., August 27.—
The Soldiers’ Home at Grand Island
adds another long chapter to the his-
tory of gross mismanagement of the
state Institutions under the Poynter
administration.

in face of the facy that there has been
only & slight increase in the numbel
of inmates with practically no increase
in the number of hospital patients,

“Then, too, when T was at the Hue,
the Inmates got all their = medicine
from me, whereas I know of my own
personal knowledge that more than 20
per cent of the medicines now used
at the Home are purchased down
town by
of their own private funds, The truth
is, on account of the amount of med-
feines purchased in town at private
expense, the $1,5600 which Dr. Swigart
had at his command should have been
more than suflicient to last the two
years for which it was appropriated.”

“How do you account for the short-
age in the drug fund?”

“I will say frankly that I don’t he-
lleve that that amount of drugs was
ever delivered to the Home. 1 belleve
the state has been charged for drugs

It Is a story of fraud, debauchery,
criminal negligence, abuse of the In-
mates and kindred offenses, in which
high officials at the Home are direct-
ly involved.

The commandant of the Home is L.
A. Beltzer. In his efforts to replenish
his exchequer he has permitted no
opportunity to escape. Beltzer is as-
soclated with his son in the publica-
tion of a weekly fusion paper known
as the Polk County Independent. As
a result of this, nearly all the job
printing for the institution Is done by
the Beltzers, for which they have
charged their own prices and drawn
hundreds of dollars from the state
treasury. In many instances the state
has paid money to the Beltzers on bills
that have not been receipted, and, so
far as this evidence is concerned, there
is nothing to show that they have
ever been pald, aside from the fact
that the warrant record shows that |
warrants have been issued on the state
treasury by the auditor. In many in-
stances, too, claims have been allowed
the commandant and the physiclan in |
charge, without any bill being ren-
dered. Voucher B42182 is a voucher
drawa In favor of Dr. Swigari, the |
physician im charge at the Home in
payment for a §7 truss whick he
cluimed to have purchased, but no
bill from the dealer showing that it
had been purchased has ever been
filed or presented.

In the Jast year the Beltzers have
drawn upwards of $500 for printing
material furnished the Home, most of |
which has been paid out of the fund
appropriated for “express, telephone
and supplies” (see voucher B33342,
B33243, B34913, B34914, B36376, B36377,
B37532, B40297, B42186, B425938, BAS44E,
144329, B44915, B45664, B46425 BATOS0.)

The Library fund has also been at-
tacked by the Beltzers and some of
that fund has been dlverted to the
cash drawer of the Polk County In-
dependent. In all, about $20 was tak-
en from this fund (see vouchers
B34916, B43445, and B47049).

The Beltzers not only conduct a
newspaper plant, but they also own
and conduct a nursery. It Is charged
that the Star nursery, the one owned
ty Commandant Beltzer, supplied the
trees that were planted on the grounds

.of the Home last spring, thus provid-
' ing the industrious commandant with
another route to the treasury. In no
fnstance has the state entered Into a
contract with Beltzer for printing or
for nursery stock. He has had no
competition, no bids being asked for,
and the result is that he has charged
the state outrageous prices.

One claim rendered shows that he
charged the state $18.75 for 5.000 en-
velopes (of poor material), or at the
;rate of $3.756 per thousand, a price
fully 35 per cent higher than is
charged by almost any other printing
office in the state to regular custom-
ers. The same claim calls for $7.50
for 2.000 letter-heads (of an Inferior
guality of paper), or at the rate of
$3.75 per thousand, a price 30 per cent
above the aversge charge. _

Voucher B34914 for $37 was drawn In
favor of Commandant Beltzer In pay-
ment of a claim for printing itemized
as foliows:

1,000 Morning Report Blanks....$ 425
65.000 Envelopes (cheap quality). 18.75
2000 Pass Blanks.... 5.00

200 Commandent Reply Blanks 1.50
2 000 Letter-Heads (inferlor qual-

ity) 7.60

In this instance no bill was ever
rendered and none is attached to the
voucher on file. In fact there is no
evidence, beyond Commandant Belt-
zer's ngked statement, that the ma-
terial was ever delivered,

Nor is Commandant Beltzer content-
ed with drawing $1.500, furnishing
printed material at excessive prices
and unloading inferlor stock from his
nursery upon the state. He has gone
farther, and has succeeded in placing
the name of his 19-year-old son, C, E.
Beltzer, on the payroll as hospital
steward at $30 per month and board,
lodging and washing.

SERIOUS CHARGES.

| Farnsworth and

The officlal most under the ban of
suspicion at the Home is the phwsi-
clan in charge, Dr, H. M. Swigart. His
record at the Home, as told by the in-
mates and by documentary evidence, is,
to say the least, a shameful one. Apart
from dissipation and culpable neglect,
it Is charged that he is incompetent,
and, what Is equally as bad, that he
has played fast and loose with the
funds allotted to his department. Dr
Swigart has been in office a little over
a vear, and yet he has already ex-
hausted the $1,500 appropriated for
drugs and instruments, and bills of
this character are now belng paid out
of other funds. The drug fund was
exhausted May 18th, or in less than
ten months after Dr. Swigart took
charge.

DR, SADLER TALKS.

Dr. Sadler, who is a fuslonist and
who was physician In charge at the
Home for four years preceding Dr.
Swigart, when asked to explain the
cause of the dissipation of the drug
fund by Dr. Swigart said:

“There is certainly something
crooked about ft. I will guarantee to
run the department on $1,500 per year
for drugs and Instrumentd, and have
$900 of that amount left over to put
in my pocket. I ran the Home four
years on $2,000, and I had money in
the fund and a large supply of drugs
on hand at the end of that time. When
Dr. Swigart succeeded me 1 turned
over to him enough drugs to last the
Home for at least two months, and I
turned over the balance of money re-
malning In the fund to the state. I

$1,000 to run the Home two years,
'm as 1 have sald, at the end of the
two years I still had some ot the
money left and a large surplus of
drugs. In ten months Dr. Swi has

it never received. It would bhe impos-
sile to use $1.500 In ten months for
drugs and instruments. Fully half the
amount has heen diverted. There is
fraud somewhere, and that is all there
is to fit.

“I know of my own personal know-
ledge that Dr. Swigart was ahsent
from the Home more than
of the time in the last year. While
absent, his duties were attended to
by Dr. Kirby. Dr. Swigart drew his
salary just the same and Dr. Kirby
was pald—well, if you ask him he
will probably tell—but my opinion is
that he was paid out of (he drug fund
and Dbills were rendered for drugs
never delivered, and the money paid
over to Dr. Kirby. I think this
where a great deal of the drus
went, and that this accounts
funds being exhausted.”

DR. KIRBY EXPOSES THE DREAL. |

By inquiry it was ascertained that
Dr. Kirby had removed to Beatrice and |
it was at the latter place that he waa |
interviewed. When asked if he }I::‘f‘
been pald for attending to Dr. Swi-
gart’'s duties at the Home while he |
was away, Dr. Kirby said: i

“Yes, I have been paid part of what
is due to me. Dr. Swigart was absent
during much of the last half of 1749
and the early part of t®is vear and |
attended to his duties during that time, |
I usually made out my manthiy Lill|
and handed it to him and he would
go into the drug store of Tuck:r é.'-]
come out with the
money. He did this on eight or
different oceasions. In all he pal
in this way about $800. T a
questions, but I had a pretiy sirong
opinion how the deal was worked
This drug firm had the contrauet ot that
time for furnishing drmgs to t
I still have $185 ecoming from i
Home for services rendered.”

An investigation of the official rec-
ords disclogsed the fact that
unaccountable reason, with the
tion of one-quarter, this
firm (Farnsworth & Tucker) ha
the contract for supplying druzs
since Dr. Swigart took charpge
Swigart has absolute charge of
drug supplies, he orders what
pleases and he does his own recaivioe
and checking. No account |} " hipr
kept of dougs recelved at the Home ex
cept by him., Recently, as a resuil of
startling rumors, Commandant Beltz-
er installed his son as Hospital Stew
ard, but, as he s a young mnan with
no practical knowledge of medicines
or drugs, the change provides no safe
guard and amounts to nothing more
than an inecrease in the income of the
Beltzer family of £30 per month.

NOT A FIT MAN.

Dr. Sadler and Dr. Kirby hoth agpee
that Dr. Swigart Is mot a fit man for
the position he occupies. Both felt
restralned by professional courtesy,
yet each was of the opinion that the
circumstances were such as to justify
an infraction of the established rule
among professional men.

Dr. Kirby said:

“Dr. Swigart is not a fit man for the
position. His professional knowledge
is limited and he is addicted ta the
use of liguor, He 18 not skilled in
surgery nor has he much gepnoral
knowledge of diseases and medicines.

“I remember one instance where 1
was called to atiend an «ld saldier In-
mate named Dye, whom he was attend-
ing. On reaching the home 1 found Dye
great pain, and, upon examining him.
I discovered that in giving him an
enema a pile tumor had been punc-
tured and (what would snon have
proven fatal) hemorrhage had result-
ed. I upbraided him for the blunder
and he tried to evade responsibility by
saying that not he, but his brother,
did it. Dr. Swigart's brother was not
a doctor and the enormity of the
blunder was in no way lessened 1
his attempt to shift the blame

“An inmate named Henry Curtiz wae
taken down with small pox and Dr,
Swigart, when my attentlon was called,
was doctoring him for chicken pox. He
had Curtis in the same ward with
twenty other patients, I saw at a
glance that it was small pox and I
told Dr. Swigart he should remove
Curtis at once to the pest house. He
said no; that it was simply chieken
pox, 1 teld him if he did not remove
him at once that 1 would appeal to
the local authorities, get help and deo
it myself, as there was great danger
of the disease spreading to all of the
325 Iinmates. He then yielded and is-
nlated Curtis. The poor fellow died
shortiv afterwards. 1 think it was
about the latter part of Muy of this
Year,

“Fortunately only one case resulied
from the exposure and I was called
and attended to that one and pulled
the fellow through.

“It is my professlonal opinion that
Dr. Swigart is unfit for that or any
other position requiring any great
amount of knowledge of diseases,
medicines and anatory.”

It is a dotorlous fact, and it is the
talk about town, that a large amount
of liguor is bought, ostensibly for the
Home, but in reality for other pur-
poses and reasoms. It is charged that,
not only does Dr. Swigart red®ire it
for personal use, but that he has sold
whiskey bought by the state to Inmates
and made no report of the money,
One inmate has already made an afi-
davit to the effect that he purchased
whiskey at tha Home from Dr. Swi-
gart. and another that Dr. Swigart

refused to furnish lquor on a pre-
scription. but told him that any time
he wanted to ouy whiskey to come
and see him. Under the rule no one
is allowed to bring liguor Into the
Home from the outs!de except on the
written permission of the official phy-
siclan. This gives the physician in
charge a monopoly and it also affords
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l over- | pReco, cigars, cigareites, TAncy grocer-

| evidently that has Dot Deen

' looked.

FEASTING AT THE CRIB.

| From the Commandant down, the

jofficials at the Home know a soft snap

when they see it. They are not over-

|Inoking anything. Those who have
relatives seem to take interest in hav-

,ing them live at the expense of the

| Btate.

Commandant Beltzer is there with
his wife and two scns. One of his
sons s on the pay roll as hospital
steward.

John H. Powers is there as adjutant
with his wire, son and daughter.
t Until recently the daughter had =a
{ horse which she kept there at the
I state’s expense.
| pay-roll as farm hand at
month, .
| Dr. Swigart is there with his wife,
son and daughter, and, until recently,
| his Lrother and his wife. Both Swi-
|gart and Beltger have private turn-
'outs at the state's expense, Dr. Swi-
gart’'s brother has had his name on
pay roll in one capaclity and another
until recently, when he was discharged
jon account of brutality and dls-
| sipation. - e
|7 DISSIPATING THE FUNDS.

It would take an expert juggler to
keep track of the way the funds aré
being juggled. Vouchers have been
!drawn for druge against the “maln-
| tenance fund” (see Vouchers B47031,
and B45648), and repalrs have been
poid for out of the “fuel fund'" see
Voucher B43946. The “telephone and
express” fund has been drawn on
heavily the Beltzers for printing
{material. The June salary voucher
of this year shows the payment of $25
[to H. M. Swigart as hospital steward,

-

-]

$17 per

by

(though he is the regular salaried phy-

sleinn (See Voucher B48725). There

is= an abundamnce of other evidence of

‘this same character.

SHAMEFUL TREATMENT OF IN-
MATES.

His son is on tho]

jes, pop, soda water, ete&. The bullding
was piped and furnished with radi-
ators at the state’s expense, and it is
lighted and heated now at the state's
expense. He also gets ice during the
summer for use in his Store from the
supplies bought for the state, and pays

business at this stand for about four
years and the state is paying the fid-

dler.
One thing is strange about the bills

iting and Examining Board. Though
the distance traveled, the work done,
and the legitimate expense is the same
, each time, not a single member In the
last two years has presented two bilis
alike in amount. Each time the
amount differs, though why, Is a mys-
tery.

The last legislature appropriated
| $94.870 for the Home, but it is appar-

ent now that there will be a large de-

ficlency at the end of Governor Poyn-
| ter's term. Upon the whole, the man-

agement has not only been extrava-| date for the nomination for governor
gant, but it has been that extravagant before the last state conventlon,

as to indicate unmistakably down-
| right dishonesty and fraud.

Not long ago an old seldier came to
Grand Island direct from Canada.
Under the law, before an applicant can
be admitted to the Home, he must he
a resident of the state mt least two
Years. The County Board of Hall
county refused to entertain his appli-
cation, but he went back to the Home,
told the officials that he was a fusion-
ist and, not only recelved a suit of
clothes at the expense of the state,
but was put to work on a salary, an
act clearly 1llegal.

HBRYAN SYNONOMOUS OF SILVER.

In 1896 when Bryan got control of
the democratic party he made freec
colnage of silver the paramount issue
and has since waged an unsuccessful
campaign along this llme. He mis-
judged the intelligence of the “great

Much complaint is made concerning | common people,” and it would seem

the mistreatment of the old soldier In-
mates,
an inmate named J. T. Stewart sick-

month.
without having his hair cut or his
beard trlmmed, and during his sick-
nezs he was otherwise shamefully neg-
lected by the physielan and attend-
ants. Finally, the old soldlers under-
took to help him, and upon cutting
off his beard it was discovered that all
the flesh in the region of his neck and
was almost one solid mass of
maggots. One of the inmates counted
200 maggots which he removed from
the sick man's jaws and throat. This
game individual said that at one time
he was with Stewart contimuously for
11 davs and nights and that all that
time Stewart neither received medicine
nor medical attention. Dr. Swigart
wans repeatedly requested to attend
Liim, but Stewart, in a desperate effort
to conquer the dread malady, had
committed the unpardonable crime of
buving & bottle of some patent cancer
cure that bad been recommendad to
him by a frlend, and Swigart therefore
refpsed to minister to his wants. The
story of this man's suffering and neg-
loct, as related by the inmates, is a
terrible one. Many other inmates
have been rvefused medical attention,
and the abuse has been earried to that

the medicines used at the Home are
now being bought by the Inmates out
of their private funds.

KILLING YOUNG STOCK.

For some reason, presumably to
make a better showing In the expense
account or to keep that account from
reaching enormous proportions, the
management is killing off young steers
and heifers for meat for the Home.
Those In position to know say that
thig is false economy, as it wiil result
in the destruction of what was until
i short time ago a very flne and profit-
ihle herd of cattle. The old soldiers
however, that the young stock is
killed for toe officials only, and that
inmates have top put up with sow-
belly, bread and butter. This, they
sav, is their diet—sick or well.

PET CONTRACTORS COLLAPSE.

The contract for constructing a new
hospital bullding at the Home was let
Plake & Company of Lincoln for
$12,500, They are the pet contractors
of the State House ring, and in the
last two years they have been identi-
fledd with the construction of several
public buidldings. At this point, after
absorbing much of the amount named
in the contract, they threw up the con-
trart and their bondsmen are now
completing the building. At best It
will bes a poor structure, as a large
quantity of second grpde material has
been used and nearly all the wood
work is of inferior material.

I.. W. Pomerene, another favorite
coutfhcior of tie Btate House ring,
who has had guite a monopoly of the
plnmbing in new public bulldings the
last two years, has cut off another
large slice of pie at this place. His
vouchers call for more than $2,000,
bt It 1s stated that the work of set-
ting the bollers and making the nec-
c=sary changes and repairs, for which
recelved over $2.100, could "have
per cent

sav,

to

wen done profitably for 33
lesa. (See Voucher B43946.)
The superintendent of construction
of the new hospital Is J. W. Ember-
saop, a fusionist earpenter from Lin-
coln., Mis knowledge. of architecture
is 1'mited and he has had little exper-
jence with brick’and stone work, yet
he i& paid $5 per day and that, too, out
of the ‘money appropriated for . the
canstruetion of -the bullding proper.
Inmates of the Home say that he
spends much of his time playing ero-
quat ;and cards. | Sinee Oectober 1st,
1899 to May Sth, 1900, he has drawn
ot of this fond 8620,  (8ee Vouchers
BATS25, B39178, B40090, B40987, B42150,
Bi2654, B43077, B43461 and B43780.)

The strange part of the whole mat-
ter is, tigat not one bill has been aud-
ited nor & voucher made out at Grand
Ieland, re the material is being
delivered and the wark s being done,
All the auditing, all the checking and
figuring, has been done at. Limcoln. In
this respect this in the single excep-
tion throughout the state, and why it
is nobody at Grand Island seems to
know, though some peopre are doing
a great desal of abstract thinking. This
ig scareely less strange, however, than
the bunilding of a barn costing $1.200
without advertising for bids, some-
thing that was dnne here the last year.

ON STATE GROUNDS.

John F. Scott, a fusionist, enjoys
the distinction of being about the only
man in Nebraska who has been set
up in business at the state’s expenses.
Scott bhas a private store building,
owned by himseif and situated on the
public grounds within 30 feet of the

age at the dlspensary, an opportunity

main building, where he deals in to-

One instance is recited where ' get im touch with them, for in

that he has mot as yet been abie 1o
the

Kansas City platform made (made

(eued and died from a cancer in the | public) last July, the silver plank is
He was let go a whole year | reiterated and the country

is again
threatened with the dire consequences
that would attend the enaction of a
free silver bill by a democratic con-
gress and president. Referring to toe
electlon of Bryan in 18968 we repro-
duce the following from Hon. Carl
Schurz. What it meant then ¥ means
now, for Bryan and free silver are

again the issue.

“The mere apprehension of a possi-

. bility of Mr. Bryan's election and the

. road

consequent placing of our country
npon the silver basis has already
caused untold milllons of our securi-
tles to be thrown upon the market.
Scores of business orders are already
recalled, a large number of manufac-
turing establishments have already
stopped or restricted their operations,
enterprise is already discouraged and
nearly paralyzed. Many works of
pablic ut#lity by industrial or rail-
companies have already bheen
ordered off, thousands of workingmen

. are already thrown out of employment,

extent that more than 30 per cent of

gold is already belng hoarded, capital
iz already being sent out of the coun-
try to be invested in Europe for safe-
ty. And why all this? Not, as the
sllver men foolishly pretend, because
the existing gold standard has made
money scarce, for capital is lying idle
in heaps, scores upon scores of mil-
lions, fairly yearning for safe employ-
ment. No; ask those concerned why
all this happens, and with one voice
they will tell you it is because they
apprehend serious danger in every
dollar ventured out through the change
of our standard of value In prospect,
through the debasement of our cur-
rency threatened by the free silver
coinage movement. And Y these are
the effects of a mere apprehension of
a possibility, what wounld be the effect
of the svent itself? There Is scarcely
an imaginable limit to the destruction
certain to be wrought by the business
disturbances that Mr. Bryan's mere
election weould cause.”

MARRIAGE WAS VERY SECRET.

Wealthy Young Man Fakes a Wife and
Has No “Fure and Feathers.”

Springfield, Ills., Sept. 5.—A romance
culminated here Monday when Alex-
ander T. Bragg, of Tuscola, 1lls., and
Miss Dortohy Moore, of Washington,
were quletly married at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Connor. Only Mr.
and Mrs. Connor and Mliss Dalsy
Compton, whom Miss Moore had been
visiting, witnessed the ceremony. The
groom |s the son of A. W. Bragg, a
barnker at Tuscola, and In his own
right Is independently wealthy. Before
leaving home to come to Springfield
young Bragg Informed his father that
he expected to be married, but enjoined
his parent to secrecy.

The father was pleased with the
idea, and Immediately offered the son
a place In the bank as cashler and a
large Interest In the concern. After a
wedding trip Mr. and Mrs. Bragg will
£o to Tuscola to reside. The trip will
include Chicago, a tour of the lakes,
New York, and an extended stay in
Parls. Washington will be carefully
avoided by the young couple. Mrs,
Bragg formerly resided at Danville,
but went to Washington with her pa-
ents when her father secured a posi-
tion there.

GEN. M'CLERNAND VERY ILL

Old Soldier’s Last Tlinsas Left Him Very
Feeble—Cannot Fat

Springfield, s, Sent. 5.—General
John MeClernand I again dangerously
ill. He js suffering with malarial fe-
ver and dysentery, and his friends are
considerably alarmed over his condi-
tion. General McClernand has been
in a feeble state since his last illness,

The attending physician, Dr. C. M.
Bowcock, says the greatest danger is
due to the fact that he can take no
proper nourishment. The veteran sol-
dier's temperature has reached 102, He
has been unable to sleep and has con-

tinued thfoughout the day in a restless
state.

Mysterious Death of Frank Ambrose.

Evansville, Ind., Sept. .5, — Frank
Ambrose, who died Sunday night at o
local hospital, was picked up uncon-
scious in the street a week ago, and
he said, as he was being taken to the
hospital: “They threw me from the
window.” When he recovered uncon-
sclousnesg he refused to talk. Before
his death he made a will in which he
left most of his estate, valued at £30,-
000, to W. B. Bigshy, of Springfield,
Mo. When Ambrose came here be sald
bhe wns a bookkeeper from St. Louis,
and in search of work. Why hz at-
tempied to conceal his identity is a

mystery to the police — =~ —— ~———-

of expense of the members of the Vis- |

nothing for it. Scott has -been doing-

1

| Heans say, i= only preliminary to a

GATHERING STRENGTH

Boom in Politics Begins to Make
a Great Noise.

G@EPUBLICAN OPENING IN INDIANA

Bryan Swinging Round in the Alle-
ghenies—New National Party
Ticket Is Named.

Indlanapoelis, Sept. 6.—The Republie-
an campalign In this ¢lty was opened
last night with a street demonstration
by the Marion club and a meeting at
English’'s Opera House. The theatre
was crowded and the aundience en-
thusiastic. John L. Griffiths, candi-

pre-
sided. George G. Tanner, of this city,
the first speaker, was a gold Democrat
In 18046, At the conclusion of his ad-
dress Griftiths introduced Senator
Falrbanks, who delivered the address
of the evening. He was re peatedly in-
terrupted with cheers and other dem-
onstrations. An overflow mecting was
held in Monument place opposite the
theatre. This was addressed by Addi-
son . Harris, United States minister
to Austria.
Hepublican Boom Next Waeek,
The meeting last night, the Repub-

much greater effect about the middle
of the month, when a =eries of mass
meetings will be held throughout the
state. Senator Burrows, of Michigan,
will enter the state Monday, speaking
at Kendallville, He will try to keep
alive the wave of enthusiasm Roose-
velt is expected to ereate Saturday at
South Bend., A telegram recelved uat
the Republican state commiitee rooms
last night econveyed the information
that Corporal Tanner, of New York,
has been assigned to this state, 1le
will make hiz entry at Warsaw Rept.
15.
Demoeratle Leader's Day,

Deer Iark, M., Sept. 6-—Bryan
doubled upon his  tracks yesterduay
and last night found him agnin enjoy
ing the refreshing breezes of the suin-
mit of the Alleghanies., He began the
day in JelMerson county, the easter-
most connty of West Virgiuia, and aft-
er leaving the tri-state gathering at
AMorgan's grove in that connty, worked
constantly westwara.,  He made only
two speeches during the day, the first
at Morgan's srove, near Shephiords-
town, and the sccomd at Keyser. At
both places the crowids grected the
national camdidate with enthusiasm
and both speeches were vigorvously ap-
planded. There were large audiences
at both meetings, but that of the grove
was exceptional in =ize. Deer Park
was reached late in the afternoon buai
no meeting was held here. Bryvan is
the gnest of Colonel MeGraw and the
understanding before his coming was
that he shoukl have entire quiet and
rest while here.

GATHERING OF POLITICIANS,

End of the New York Convention—Nation-
al Party Meets and Nominates,

Saratoga, N. Y., Sept, 6.—The Re-
publican convention, which adjourned
at 12:32 yesterday, was =0 far as yes-
terday’s sesslon was concerned simply
a ratitication of what had already been
accomplished, The announced appear-
ance upon the platform of such men
as former Governor Black, Depew and
Governor Roeosevelt, insured sach a
feaxt of oratory that every avallable
seat in the great convention hall was
occupied when Chairman Straonhan's
gavel fell yesterday morning. The
ticket printed in these dispatches yes-
terday was duly nominated, the oratory
heard and the convention adjourned.
Hardly was the convention adjourned
when the exodus of delegates began.
Governor Roosevelt left early in the
wfternoon on his private car to resume
his western speaking tour, Odell went
to his homwe in Newhurgz, and all have
made way for the infiux of Demoerat-
le leaders which will begin in a day
or two in anticipation of the Demo-
cratie state convention of next week.

New York, Sept. 6.—The National,
otherwise known s the third party
ticket, assembled in Carnegle Lyceum
yesterday to nominate a pational tick-
et. T. M. Oshorne, who presided at the
Indianapolis convention, was in the
chair. There were delegates present
from Kentucky, Indiana. North Caro-
lina, Loulsiana, Missouri, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, New York, lowa and
Pennsylvania. The platform of the
party has four planks, favoring anti-
imperialism, the gold standard, elvil
service reform, and opposing all spe-
clal privielges. The convention nom-
inated a national ticket as follows:
For president. Donanldson Caffery, of
Louisiana; for vice president, Archi-
bald Muwrray IHowe, of Cambridge,
Mass., There were no other candldates
for the positions and the nominations
were recelved with hearty applause.

It was decided that the party be
known as a National party and that
its cmblem be the statue of liberty
on the Capitol dome at Washington.

A resolution was passed instruecting
the campaign committee when It shall
be appwinted to provide pasters for
voters who wish to cross out any
name on the Democratic or Republican
electoral ticket.

New Haven, Conn., Sept. 6.—The
tepublicans of Connecticut met in con-
vention here and nominated George P.
MeLean, of Simsburg, for governor.

Later Returns from Vermont
White River Junection. Vt.. Sept. 6.
—Retnrns from 232 cities and towns
out of 248 ecltles and towns in the
state give the vote for governor Aas
followz: Stickney (Rep.), 45.934: Sen-
ter (Do), 15.494: all others, 1,268,
The same towns in 189 gave ﬂrt:ut
(RRep.). 52.020: Jackson (Dem.), 14.506;
a'l others, 1,580, The returns from
these tawns give a Republican plurail-
ty of 31,440, amd a majority of 30,172,
The ftepublican loss is 9 per cent. and
the Dewocratic gain 15 per cent.

Hanna Not to Go on the Stamp.

Chicago, Sept. 6.—Senator Hanna
will not take the stump. This was
finally settled yesterday by a telegram
which Secretary Heath recelved from
Senator Hanna. The message read:
“It is out of the question for me to ac-
cept any invitations to speak.” The
manager of the Republican national
campaign has received scores of In-
vitations to address political meetings
throughout the west. A few days ago

ft was reported that Senator Hanns-

would make a few speeches at great
centers of population. Sepator Haona
may make one or two informal
speeches in his own state, but outside
of these possible addresses. Secretary
Heath wishes it finally understood that
bhe will make no speeches.

Nomincted by Relerendumn,

Springfleld, Ills.,, Sept. 6.—R. 8.
Thompson, of this city, chairman of
the National Unlon Reform party com-
mittee, has received word from A. G.
Eichelbarger, of Baltimore, chalrman
of the national canvassing board, that
the official count of the referendum
vote was completed Monday night at
Baltimore, resulting in the nomination
of Hon. Seth Ellls, of Ohlo, for presi-
dent, and Samuel T. Nicholson, of
Pennsylvanla, for vice president on the
National Union Reform ticket.

Wharton Barker to Begin a Tour.

Cincinnati, Sept. 6—Hon. Wharton
Barker, nominee of the People’s party
for president, will next week begin a
tour for the purpose of meeting and
conferring with leading Populists and
addressing the public. The following
is the itinerary as far as anoounced:
Detroit, Sept. 10; Chicago, Sept. 11;
Indlanapelis, Sept. 11 from 6 p. m. un-
til the next day: St. Lonis, Sept. 12
(night); Butler, Mo., Sept. 13; Nevada,
Mo., Sept. 14.

STEELE HOME FROM EUROPE

Feople Over There Grudge Any Fralse to
Uncie Sam’s Troops.

Marion, Ind., Sept. 6.—Representa-
tive Steele and wife have returned
bhome from their two months' sojourn
abroad, in company with Representa-
tive Payne, of New York, and Dalzell,
of I'ennsylvania. During the party's
trip abroad their time was speunt
mostly in London and in Ireland and
France. They were pleasantly enters
tained wherever visited., When the
party salled from New York the Chl-
nese had begum war but a short time
before, and the representatives were
eager for news relating to it

Steele says the foreign papers spoke
little of the United States troops’ ne-
tion In China, and what little eredit
WaS givn our forces was in a gradging
manner. Ile was much elated when he
learned of the Fourteenth United
Btates being the first to enter Peking.
It was with that regiment that Ma-
Jor Bteele scerved ten vears, with the
rank of first lientenant. e does not
believe an extra session of  congress
will be necessary in settling the Chi-
nese ditlicultics.

SEWALL JOINS THE MAJORITY.

Democratie Candidate for Vice Presldent
in IXDE Passes Away.

Bath, Me., Scpt. G.—Arthur Sewall
Sled at 8:30 u, m. yesterday at his sume-
mer home, Smallpoint, near this eity.
His death was due to a =troke of apo-
plexy which he suffered last Sunday,
Sewall had been ill several weeks, but
until 4 few diys nego his condition was
not thonght to be scrious. Last June
his phy=icvian advised him to take rest,
and he attended the Democralic na-
tional convention against the advive
of his closest friends. The journey did
not seem to weaken him, and he was
resting comfortably at his summer
place when he was stricken suddenly.
He had been anconscious three days
when death came.

He was born in this city in 1836, and
was engaged in various soccessful
business enterprises until 1888 when he
became active in polities, but be was
little known nationally when he was
nominated for viee president at Chieca-
go in 1804, He did not know it him-
self, until he heard a street car pas-
senger suy he had been nominated. He
had left the convention some time be-
fore the balloting commenced

He leaves two sons, Harold M, and
Willinm. Tlarold M. Sewall left the
party of his father in 1800 and joined
the Republican party. He was minis-
ter to Samoa and to Hawall uander
President Harrison and was appointed
gpecial commisszioner to Hawail by
President MeKinley in 1898, and s
prom.nent in Republican polities in
Maine. Arthur Sewall’'s fortune (8 es-
timated at $35,000,000.

WHOLE vn.lﬁex‘sinucx.

Thunderbult Is All' Embracing—Rallway
Fatality— Ac "ident Aboard Ship.

Coloma, Mich., Sept. 8.—One of the
most peculiar freaks of exploding elec-
tricity ever experienced occurred here,
the entire village belug struck by light-
ning at the sameinstant. A wireelothes
line post at Maple 'oint farm on the
south was shattered to atoms, & num-
ber of persons and animals at various
points in the village were thrown to
the ground and the residence of H. A,
Hill in the south end was struck, the
bolt leaping to the pump and going
down the well, the water of which was
rendered muddy and isstill unfit foruse,

Escanaba, Mich.,, Sept. 6.—Martin
Dempsey, a brakeman on the Chicago
and Northwestern rallroad, whose
home is in this city, fell from an en-
gine at Iron Mountaln, the wheels of
the locomotive passing over his body
and causing instant death, Dempsey
was a single man, aged about 30 years,

Escanaba, Mich., Sept. 6.-—Charles
J. Olson, employed on ore dock No, 5,
slipped and fell down a chute into the
hold of a vessel. His right leg was
broken.

Standing of the Western League.

Sandwich, 1lls., Sept. 6.—DPresident
T. J. Hickey gives out the following
offitial standing of the clubs In the
Western League at the close of the
season: Denver won 61 and lost 44,
percentage 581; Des Molnes won, 59
and lost 435, percentage 567; Sioux City
won 50 and lost &), percentage 500;
Omaha won 53 and lost 58, percentage
486; St Joe won 52 and lost 57, per-
centage 477; Pueblo won 42 and lost
65, percentage 392,

Towa Miners Called Out

Des Molnes, Ia., Sept. 6.—The union
miners, members of the United Mine
Workers, have been called out of the
Saylroville mine and the mines of the
Consolidated Coal company at Mud-
Saylorville mine and the mines of the
the only ones in Iowa that have mnot
slgned the union scale. John P. Reese,
president of the United Mine Workers,
sent out a long notice in which he ex-
plains the grievances against the
mines in question.

Epidemic of Diphtheria.

Menasha, Wis.,, Sept. 8.—Residents
of Menasha are becoming somewhat
exercised over what promises to be-
come an epidemic of diphtheria. Four
or five cases have developed within
the past two weeks, and although the
board of health has upsed all due pre-
cautions, It is feared that & number
of persons have been exposed.

.

POLR PARLERS 0 01

Trend of Same is All the Wash
ington People Could Desire.

QUESTION UNDER CALM DISOUSSION

As to What Shall Be Done in the Chi
nese Difficulty — Russian In-
spired Editorial Views.

Washington, Rept. 6.—Within th
last twenty-four hours the Unite
States government has received froo
Its representatives at foreign capltal
much material information in regar!
to the attitude of the powers on th
Russian proposal to evacuate Peking
These give the general nature of th
responses made to Russin by certals
of the powers, It is stated authorita
tively that If there was at any tim
a prospect of a serious Internations
clasli this has been very largely, it
not entirely, removed by  the hm
monlons character of the communies
tions the several governments ar
making. The exact natore of the n
Bponses {8 not made publie by th
etate department, for there are ¥
Some replies to be transmitted, an i
until all of them are in the negotia
tions are considered in such an incom
plete form that they will not be mad
publie.

Nature of the Heceived Replles,

It is said, however, that the answer
go much beyond the tentative chara
ter of those heretofore referred, 1
and are of a conclusive nature so fa
as showing the purposes of the goveri
ments, although they may not be re
garded as conclusive in accepting o
rejecting the particular proposition fd
vanced by Rus=sia. The responses ai
understood to be rather long an
somewhat argumentative, slmilar 1.
this respect to the American respons:
This very fact is a eause for congratu
lation among officials, as they polr:
out that there is mno disposition 1
treat the proposal with terseness or |
any manner to give offense, but rathu
to bring the powers together on a con
mon basis,

Military Situation Unchanged.

If there is any change in the mlil:
tary situation since General Chaffes’
dispateh, supposed to be of the 30t
pltimeo,, no word of it bas reache
Washington. It is understood that th
disturbances and outrages upon mi
glonaries continue in some of the di:
tricts ovutside of PPeking, It Is In
lieved here, possibly because of thes -
reports, that the foreign ministers |
I'eking probably will enter an eary
est objection to any withdrawal «;
troops if their respective government
delay action upon the Russian propos
tion until they have had a chance 1
express their views,

ONLY DESIEYS OF FHE CZIAR,

Ans Stated by the Official Journal de S,
Feterasbourg, 1ls Peace Iln China.

8t. Petersburg, Sept. 6.—The officl:
Journal de St. Petersbourg, reiteratin
the statement that Russia’s only d
sire is to end the disturbances in Chiu
to which the re-establishment of tl
Chinese government is necessary,"” cou
tends that “military action beyond P
king would only arouse fresh complic..
tions."

The paper adds: “Nothing but tlL
action of the lawful government «
China can accomplish lasting, salutar
results. Therefore it is necessary 1
re-establish its authority at Pekin
and the withdrawal of the represent:
tives of the powers to Tlen-Tsin w.
be hopeful in this direction, as |
would be regarded in China as pro
that the powers have remsalned true ;
the spirit which [nspired the origin
programure,”

The Journal de St. Petershourg co:
cludes: “However great may be tl
just indignation which events In Chi:
have provoked in all civillzed cou
tries, the Russlan government, whi!
examining with necessary calmness »
the questions ralsed by the recent o
currences, adheres unalterably to ti
principle forming the basls of her pe
ley, naniely, the maintenance of pea:
with all the powers who are solld
united for the common good.”

March Through the Forblidden City.

London, Sept. 6.—General Sir Alfr.
Gaselee, commander of the British |
dian troops at the Chinese capit
wires as follows from Peking, Aug. 2 -
to Lord George Hamllton, secretary «
state for India: “The allies march.
through the Forbldden City yesterda
The British had third place In the p
cession, the Russiuns and Japanese |
Ing In greater strength.”

Lelter Looking at Coal Minea.

Carbondale, 18, Sept. 6.—Jose:
Leiter, of OChicago, has been In ou
sultation for two days with Sam |
Brush, president of the Big Mud ' .
Coal company, whosa mines are sit
ated near Cartersvillee The minp
have been the scene of a long =
sanguinary strike, and are operated !
negroes and non-union miners. It
rumored that Leiter contemplates t
purchase of several shafts.

Two Plants to Resume.

Joliet, Ills., Sept. 6.—After an s
snmmer shut-down, It 18 announ:
that the Phoenix Horse Shoe worl
employing between 200 and 300 m
will resume Monday., It Is expect
that the great Western Tin Plate co
pany plant, closed during the adju
ment of the amalgamated scale, w
alse start next week.

His Wife Located His Heart.

Evansville, Ind., Sept. 6.—Jo
Koob, a wealthy farmer, aged 45 yen
who lived near here, committed sulc!
Tuesday by shooting himself In 1
heart. He asked his wife If she co
tell him the exact location of his hes
He then went to the stable In the n
of the house and killed himself. K«
had to pay a note for a friend a I v
days ago amd brooded over the m
ter, fearing the loss would foree L .
Into bankruptcy.

Tried to Rob a Church.

Adrian, Mich., Sept: 6. —Burgl
entered St. Joseph's Roman Cath
church and made an unsuccessful
tempt to break into the steel chest
which the silver service is kept.

Took Everything in Sight.

Houghton, Mich., S8ept. 6.—The p«*
office at South Lake Linden wasrohi
early Tuesday morning of §$600
stamps and the entire supply of mwo.

erder blanks,




