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FRENCH MARRTAGE!

MATRIMONY
ALL Gl

THE GREAT OBJECT T0O
RLS OF FRANCE.

Cuastoms In This Farticular Flave Changed

Hadienlly At the Present Time the Per-
ponml loclinstions of Young Wonsen Are

Considered,

Mizs Anna L, Bicknell is an English
Indy who bas had most unusual
tunities for studying Fronch life. For a
pumber of yenrs ghe was a governess in
the houschold Napoleon III and re-
gided in the Taileries For The Century
Miss Bicknell has written an article on
“Frenech Wives and Mothers '
Bicknell says:

The old maringe de convenance, which
caused so gorrow and consequent
evil in former days, when a girl was
tnkon oot of o convent to be shown the
wan to whom she was abont to bo mar-
ried, is now a thing of the past. It must
be bowever, that mar-
ringes are still made up, often too has-
tily and superficially, by nicely bulaaced
fumily arrapngements and by the inter-
vention of friends. Nevertheless, attrac-
tion and repulsion are now taken into
consideration, and a girl is no longer

¥
o

acknow I'-!];_'!'-i,

| Lthhe

| The

ll]-I'lll'- |

| tions

Miss |

forced to marry a man whom she posi- |

tively dislikes, 1 could gunote instances
in the very highest (historieal) aristoc-
racy where, at the last moment, after
the trousszean had been sent in (marked,
according to custom, with the wunited
initial letters of the two names elabo-
rately embroidered) and all the social
preparations the marriage was
broken off because the bride had de-
clared that she could not *‘get accus-
tomed"™ to the bri nor endure
the idea of seeing his face in her home
duoring her natural life. In one of these

11l . K

EET00IN

instances the family lamentations over |

the initials of the trousseau were really
amusing. Fortunately a substitate waa
soon found whose name, like that of the
rejected suitor, bogan with an X, and
the wore
sottled.

The great object of the French girl’s
life is marriage. From the time of her
birth her parents have prepared for this
avent, and 1n many cases they have con-
siderably straitened their income and
curtailed enjoyments to make up
her dot. Every girl in every class is ex-
pected to something. Those who
have pothiug are exceptions and consti-
tute a minority of old The girls
who from cholce do not marry generally
becorng much agninst the
wishes of The old tales
of young wo d into con-
vaents to mmproy ion of their
brothers e 1 these
when, wiil can on any
tense be di in the fa-
ther's an monastic vows are
not recognized by Nuns and spin-
sfers are exceptions; marriage is the
rule.
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er more on the side of the young
Iady, especially if the young man, in
addition to sufficient present advantages,
can bring forward a number of relatives
not likely to live long called
having hopes (des esperances—beancoup
d’esperances). If the young lady with a

age of
when

mblished

ticular
to weigh

and 1o

This is

| snbstantial dot caualso show a satisfac-

tory background of invalid nncles and
aunts, then everything is as it shonld
be, and the people are brought
together with every prospect of a favor-
able conclusion., It happens, however,
that they do not know each
utly, and that they are per-
suaded to believe that the mutual liking
15 greater thi 3 Sometime
this surt of vpodefined stiraction ripens
intoa deep and devoted love. When
this occurs, there are no more affection-
ate wives or more faithful widows than
Frenchwomen.

More frequently,
higher classes, a sort cool friendliness
gprings up, where they see but little of
each other, and freedom is enjoyed on
both The authority of the hnus-
band than in an English
household., There isa sort of under-
standing that in her home the wife is
gueen and settles matters as she pleases,

But their best and warmest feelings
are awakened by all that concerns their
children.
the most affectionate in the world. The
interests and welfare of their children
are their first consideration, and won
derful sacri‘ices of their own pleasure
and enjoyment are made in favor of
their ns ond davghters by the most
worldly men and women, These
taken as a matter of ; no one
thinks of doing otherwise or of seeing
any merit in such nots.

The mothere especially are unequal-
ed. Nothing will stand in the way of a
Frenchwoman where her children’s in-
terests i This love is
engrossi that it swallows up every
other. are more mothers than
wives, and if called upon to choose be-
a husband to go alone
mission or leaving their
‘*Mes
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KISSED HER ON A BET.,.

Ehe Wana n Salvation Lassle; He, Her Hus-
band —Traveling Mon Dido't Know That,

A clever trick was warked by Walter
Redmond and his wife at Union station
by which several traveling men were
duped out of their money. At the end
of a long seat in the waiting room was
a pretty and modest looking young wo-
man attired in a Salvation Army uni-
form. She was very intent opon a pa-
per which she was reading and paid lit-
tle attention to the crowd of traveling
men standing near ber

Aside from the crowd was a well
dressed young man, who was walking
back and forth by the newsstand puoff-
ing away at a fragrant cigar. Finally a
member of the crowd of traveliog men
romarked upon the beauty of the little
SBalvation Armny worker. All eves wers
fixed on the little woman, and she re-
ceived many compliments. The prosper-
ous looking young man who had been
walking unear the group of drummers
drew near to the crowd. He, too, was
struck with the appearance of the wo-
LXist.

“I'll give any one of you fellows §15
if you kiss that girl,’” said he.

Those in the crowd took the dare.
One spoke up, howoever, and said to the
stranzer who had offered the money,
“I'll bet yon $20 that yon can’t kiss
her.”

The stranger hesitated for several seo-
onds and then said:

“1'l]l just take that bot.*’

The money was puot up, and
stranger, who had given his name
Wilter Redmond, walked over toward
the little woman in aniform, and, after
bowing profoundly, took a seat by her
side.

At first the woman seemed to be very
indignaut, and the traveling man
thought he had the 820 won, A minute
later, however, Redmond’s arm stole
around the woman's waist. The specta-
tors then began to open their eyves wide.
One of them said: **That fellow has a
whole lot of infiluence over that girl., It
may te that he is a hypnotist. '’ Red-
mand talked for probably two minutes
and then kissed the woman.

Redmond walked to the stake-
holder and received his money. He then
started from the l'!'-]:"f_ The little wo-
man quickly arose from her seat, and,
taking his arm, walked to Ninth
Broadway, where conple an
East Broadway car. Redmond is tall
and bandsome. His is a blond
and is exceptiona'ly pretty.—Louisville
Courier-Journal.
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A HINT TO ARTISTS.

One Way of Putting Rejected Exhibits to
Good Use.

riding on the Fourteenth
streot and theilr conversation
edifying. The man with the long hair
was evidently & sculptor, and bis com-
panion. @ jolly looking fellow,
was trying to persuade him to preseut a
waork of art to some socioty woman who
had a mania for collecting bri
and articles of vertu.

I vold her that yon wonld, T thought,
in time present her with some memen-
to, a statuette illustrating your peculiar
gtyle. Was I wrong in saying so?"’

The sculptaor answered indignantly:
‘1 know her value of art, and 1 tell yon
ghe caunot distingmsh between manu-
factured trinkets and works of art. In
fact, she think s are manufac-
turcvrs amwd can tarn out statoettes as
easily as the rich stove ornament man
who gave her a nickel plated mule.
Then, t a brass fixtare artist gave
bher something from the brass foundry,
and she thought it great. Never, in my
judgment, could she appreciate a true
work of art.’”

“Then vou refuse to give her a sam-
ple of your work? Remember, she has
great influence

“1 do not refuse.
model in plaster of paris which was re-
fused by the committee last month. She
will think it greas, whether or not the
committee did.”’

“*GGood! EShe will think it magnifi-
cent and get youn an order. ’—New York
Commercial.
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A Dramatic Assassination.

By far the maost dramatic royal assas-
ginantion was that of the Emperor Paul
of Russia on March 24, 1801, by his
nobles. As usuoal Paul had retired to
rest booted and spurred and in his regi
mentals. At the dead of night he was
awakened by an unusual noise. The
hussar who guarded his chamber door—
the only faithful seixtry, as it proved,
in the palage—was being killed by nine
nobles. They burst into the room and
began to attack the emperor. Paul hid
behind chairs and tables and begged for
his life. He offered to make each of his
assailants a prince. He offered to abdi-
cate in vain. Then he made a wild dash
for the window, fearfully gashing him-
sclf, but he was dragged back. He
seized a chair and for some time kept
the nine of them at bay, and only after
terrific struggles was he seized and
strangled with his own sash.

FPointed.

““Ien’t your father of rather a retir-
ing disposition?’’ asked the yonng man
caller whose chief weakness is to stay
late.

“*Yes,’' ghe answered demurely, ‘“‘he
retires at 10 and insists that the house
be closed within half an hour of that
time. "'—Detroit Free Press

A Freeze.

““] don’t quite catch the drift of your
remarks,’’ said the girl who willfully
misunderstood.

*1 think I do of yours,' said the
young man who had been trying to pro-
““It is something in the nature of
' —Cincinnati Enquirer.
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& snowdrift

It isestimatid that as many as 60,000
farmers and others in France make
living by the manufacture of
Roquefort cheese.

More than 2,000 obelis in position
xr fallen, are known=o exist in Egypt
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