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THE EARTH GIRDLED.

REV. DR. TALMAGE’S LATEST BOOK
OF TRAVEL.

His Vivid Record of a Unigue Journey.
How an Eminent Word FPainter Has De-

ploted Some of the Earth’s Earest bMar-
vols—An Interesting Work. :

Rev. Dr. Talmage would have made!
a capital newspaper correspondent. No-
body has keener perceptions as to what |
interests the public and his ability to !
depict it in picturesque English cannot
be surpassed. |

The advance sheets of his latest and
greatest literary production have been,
through the courtesy of Mr. H. 8. Smith, |
president of the Historical Publishing
company of Philadelphia, furnished to
the writer. The book bears a title that
is in itself characteristic of Dr. Talmage,
80 great is it, so comprehensive and yet
so simple—'‘The Earth Girdled."" As is
suggested by the name, it is a record of
a trip around the world, a wonderful
journey filled with all sorts of scenes

and incidents, bizarre, beautiful, pa-
thetic and instructive, as well as in-
tensely interesting, and sketched by the
master hand of a word artist so deft and
exaot that the reader’s senses are all
kept alert and the perusal is more an ex-
perience than a mere mental act.

After thoroughly digesting the 504
pages of magnificent material one can-
not avoid the econclusion that it is one of
the most interesting and valuable books
of travel that ever came from the press.

The volume is richly garnished with
illustrations, of which there are more
than 400. Among them are a number of
photographs in colors, produced by =n
new process. These are highly artistic
and beautiful and form aspecial feature
of this attractive volume. The letter-
preas is extremely handsome and clear,
and the binding will be of sortg to suit
purchasers; hence, you see, at is not
hard to sum up and say that the book is
in all respects charming.

Anything like detailed c.anment upon

the various subdivisions (£ the work is,
of course, beyond the trpose and the
scope of this notice. Wo summarize, it
may be said that DrgMalmage’s travels
embraced, first, a"aég portion of ou
own country, tpdversed in his passag:
from Brooklv? through the southern
states and Lérritories to San Francisco.
From *' 4 Golden Gate he sailed for
Haw ., Samoa and the Sandwich Is-
mrids generally, after which he visited
in turn New Zealand, Australia, Cey-
lon, India, Egypt, portions of Ethiopia,
Syrin, Palestine, Greece, Italy, Europe,
Russia, the British isles, etc., consti-
tuting the most wonderful and stupen-
dous journey ever undertaken and ac-
complished in any age of the world.

The object of the famous preacher in
making this remarkable circunit of the
earth was to study the various religions
and superstitions of the different nations
and races of mankind, compare their re-
sults with Christianity and leave a poer-

MOUNT OF THE HOLY CROSS.

[The sight that enchanted Dr. Talmage. ]
manent record for the enlightenment of
future generations. This was his aim.
He has accomplished it, and much more
besides. He has stamped upon each page
his strong personality and brightencd
every paragraph with the brillinncy of
his imagery and artistic depiction and
warmed it with the fervor of his daunt-
less optimism.

In the pursuance of his great purpose
he carefully studied Mohammedanism,
Confucianism, Hindooism, Buddhism,
fakirism, lamaism, fefichism, cannibal-
ism, fatalism, savagery and all the dif-
ferent shades of fanaticism that curse
and degrade the peoples of the heathen
werld. His pilgrimage was out of the
ordinary lines of travels and his experi-
ences were striking and unique, and
this fact, supported by his natural orig-
inality of thought and expression, gives
his book a peculiar and delightful fresh-
ness and novelty which cannot be found
in other books of travel.

With that directness and strong ear-
nestness for which he is poted, the au-
thor plunges at once into the current of
his subject and puts into a sentence or
two his tender leave taking of his fam-
ily. Its very abruptness makes it ten-
derer. He tells of his pained thonghts of
the possibilities of misfortune to his
family and casnaltics to himself that
may transpire during the accomplish-
ment of the long journey that is before
him and stops suaddenly with “‘May the
God who holds the winds in one fist and
the ocean im the hollow of the other

- hand protect ns. "'

As a complex instance of graphie de-
seription, wonderful imagery and dra-
matic apostrophe, perhaps no fitter cita-
tion could be made than that passage of
the book in which Dr. Talmage describes
his sensations a8 he stood on Lookout
mountain, Tennessee, and lost himself
in solemn retrospect.

“I took a carringe and wound up
Lookout mountain. Up, up, up! Stand-
ing there on the tiptop rock I saw five
states of the Union. Secene stupendous
and overwhelming! One almost is dis-
posed to take off his hat in the presence
of what seems to be the grandest pros-
pect on this continent. There is Mis-
sionary Ridge, thebeach against which
the red billows of Federal and Confed-
erate courage surged and broke, There
are the Blue mountains of North and
Sonth Carolina. With strain of vision,
there is Kentucky, there is Virginia. At

our foot, Chattanooga and Chickamauga, .

the pronunciation of which proper names
will thrill ages to come with thoughts
of walor and d3speration and agony.
Looking each way and any way from
the top of that mountain, earthworks,
earthworks — the beantiful Tennessee
winding through the valley, curling and
coiling around, making letter 8 after
letter S, as if that letter stood for
ghame that brothers should have gone
into massacre with each other while God
and nations looked on.

1 have stood on Mount Washington,
and on the Sierra Nevadas, and on the
Alpe, but I never saw so far as from the
top of Lookout mountain. I looked back
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of that mouuntain the smoke of Hooker's
storming party while the foundations of
eternal rock quaked with the eannonade,
Four years of internecine etrife seemed to
come back, and withuat any chronolog-
ical order I suw the events: Norfolk navy
yard on fire, Fort Snmter on fire, Charles-
ton on fire, Chambersburg on fire, Co-

BAMOAN GIRLS MAKING KAVA.
Inmbia, S. ., cn fire; Richmond on
fire. And I saw Ellsworth fall, and
Lyon fsll, and MePherson fall, and
Bishop Polk full, and Stonewall Jackson
fall. And I saw bundreds of gravo
trenches afterward ent into two great
gashes across the lund, the one for the
dead men of the north, the other for the
dead men of the semth. And my ear a8
well as my eve was guickened, and 1
heard the traonp of enlisting srmies, and

heard the explosion of mines and gun-
powder magazines, and thecrash of for-
titication waulls, ard the ‘swamp an
gel, ' and the groan of dying hosts fall
ing across the palseless hrart of other
dying hosts. And I sew still further ont,
and I saw on the banks of the Poncebseot,
and the Orogon, and the Ohio, and the
Hudson, enmd the Rosncke, aml the
Yazoo, and Alabam:a, widowheod
and crphmuuze and chilillossness—some
exhaunsted in prie? undd others siark and
mad, and I 2md: *Enoupgh, enough bave
I scen into the past from the top of
Lookout mountain, O God, show me
the foture!” "

Gireat un o has never found dn apter
pupil than Dr, Talnage. Her handi-
work is plain to bim, Ler hivvoglyphs
and monuments on rocky wall cr moun-
tain top are to him Liled with d
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yoo Ynow,” says he, “what in
SO is the most remarkable
thing betwoeen the Atlantio mul Pacific?
It is the figure of 4 cross on o moantain
in Colerado, It is called the ‘Monnt of
tho IL!]\ Cross. ' A herizontal e
filled with porpetond and @ per-
pendicalar ereviee filled with suow, bat
both the borizental line auad the prrpen-
dicular Iine bold, so sie-
nificait, o upmistakable that all who
pass in thue daytime wiithin many miles
are comp Hed to see it. There aro somo
figures, “ome contonrs, some moantain
appearances, that you grodaally make
out aft<r ¥ o
thoou. So a man's fore on the rocks in
the White mountains. So o maiden’s
form cut in the graaite of the Adiron-
dacks, B0 a city in the morning clouds.
Yet you have to look under the pointing
of your fricnd or guide for scme time
before you can see the similarity., Bat
the first instoné you glanes ot this side
of the mountain in Colorado you ory oat,
*A cross! A cross!” Do you say that
this geologicul msoription just happens
s0? No! Nothing in this world jost hap-
pens so. That the Oolorado
monntain is pot o heman deviee, or an
accident natare, or the freak of
earthgquake. The hand of God cut it
there und sot it up for the nation to look
at. Whether set up there in rock before
the cross of wood was set up on the Linff
back of Jerasalem or 808 al some time
since that asssssination, I believe the
Creator meant it to suggest the most
notable eveut in all the history of this
planet, and he hang it there over the
heart of this continent to iudicate that
the only hope for this nation is in the
cross on which our Timminnacl died. The
clonds were voeal at onr Saviour’s birth,
the rocks rent at his martyrdom—why
not the walls of Colorado bear the record
of the crucifixion?”’

Down. in the southwestern sea Dr
Talmage fonnd Hawaii—fonnd it ina
sense that perhaps no ciber has found it
—a8 the very heaven of flowers, How
his wholn sentient sonl revels in the
bounteous richuess and vaviety of foral
exuberance of this snn kissed isle! Hear
him:

“Buanks of flowers whige as sniny, or
blue as skies, or yellow ns sunsels, or
starry a3 November nights, or rod
battlefields. A heaven of flowers, Flow-
ers entwined in maidens” hair,
twisted round hats, and hung on weeks,
and embroidercd on and sacks.
Tuberoses, gavdenias, magnoling, passi-
fiecras, trampet creepers,  oleanders,
geraninms, fuchsias, convolvuli and hi-
biscus red as fire. Jasmine, which we
in America carefully conx to climb the
wall just onee, here ranning up and
down and jumping over to the other side
and coming back again to jump down
this gide.

““Night blooming cerens, so rare in
our northern latitade we ecall in our
neighbors to see 16, and they muost come
right away or never see it ut all, here in
these islands scattering its opulence of
perfume on all the nights, and, not able
i0 expend enoungh in the darkness, also
flooding the day. Strugzling t6 surpass
each other zil kinds of trees, wheither of
fruit or of rich FZurniture, mango and
orange and bamboo and alligator pear
and nmbrella trees and breadfrait and
algaroba and tamarind and all the south
sea exotics. Rough check of pineapple
against smooth cheek of melon. The
tropics burning incense of aromatics to
the high heavens. '’

In another vein the doctor writes of
the degraded Samoans, the mnrderous
Maoris and the general racisl character-
istics of tho other natives of those odd,
picturesque islanda

Further along we find him weaving
inimitable word garlands about his
memories of Australia and the beuutiful
harbor of Sydney. But he finds that
wopic land too prolific of sunkes and in
a species of half abhorrent humor dis-
courses of the 88 kinds of reptiles Agps-
tralusia affords.

An intensely interesting and instruct-
ive chapter is the one devoted to a de-
scription of the anthor’s visit to a Bud-
dhist college in Ceylon. A portion of
this may be quoted:

““Among the first visited was a Bud-
dhist college. About 100 men studying
to become priests gathered around the
teachers. Stepping into the building
where the high priest was instructing |
the class, we took on an apologetic air
and told him we were Americans and
would liks to see his mode of teaching
if he had no objections. Whereupon he

resmecis

rovies

FLGW

s0 marked, so

: |
attention is called

oy

CroEd 0L

L

H i
FIR TS |

cnpwes

toes. In his left hand he held a packugu
of bamboo leaves on which were writ-
ten the words of the lesson, each stuo-
dent holding a similar package of bam-
boo leaves. ‘The high priest first read,
and then one of his students read, A
group of us finely formed young men as
I ever saw surrounded the venernble in-
gtructor. The last word of each sentence
was intoned.  Not able to understand
what was said, there isa look of lan-
guage and intonation that is the same
among all races. That the Buddhists
have full faith in their religion no one
can doubt—that i%, in their opinion,
the way to heaven. What Mohammed is
to the Mohammedan and what Christ
is to the Christian, Buddha is to the
Buddhist. "'

I eannot pass from this portion of the
work without quoting a characteristic,
ejaculatory outburst concerning the
beautiful trecs that embower this lo-
cality so densely:

“Oh, the trees of Ceylon! May you
live to behold the morning climbing
down through their branches, or the
evening tipping theig leaves with am-
berand gold! Iforgive the Buddhists for
the worship of trees until they know of
the God who made the trees. "'

In India the anthor found rich ma-
terial. The horrors and grim grandear
of pagan saperstition strunck him more
forcibly than anything clse. The ghast-
ly burial rites of this peculiar people
riveted his attention in a miost anpleas-
ant way, held him by a =pell of horror.
His peconnt of a Hindoo funeral, couched
in crisp, photographic English, is a very
gem of simplicity and strength. Here is
a part of it:

“'We got into n boat aud were rowed
down the river Ganges until wa came
opposite to where five dead bodies lay,
four of them women wrapped in red
garments ad a man wrapped in white,
Our boat fastened, wo waited and watch-
ed. High piles of wood were on the
bamds, and this wood is carcfully weigh-
ed osy large scales, according as the
friends of the deceascd can afford to pay
for it. In many cascs only a fow sticks
can be afforded, and the dead body is
bormed only a little and then thrown
into the Ganges. Buat where the relatives
of the deeeased are well to do an abun-
dance of wood in pieces 4 or b feet long
is purchased. Two or three layers of
sticks are then put on e pronud to re-
ecive the dead form. Small picees of

andalwood are inserted to produce fra

grance. The deceased is lified from the
resting place and put apon this wood.
Then the cover is romoved from the fice
of the corpse amd it ia bathed with the
water of the Ganges. Thoen several more
layers of wood are put upan the body,
and other sticks are placed on both sides
of it, but the head wud fret are left ex-
posed. Then a guantity of groase saf-
ficient to make everything inilammablo
is put on the wood and into the month
of the dead., Then cne of the richest
men in Benares, his fortane nuude in this
way, furnishes the five, and after the
priest has mumbled o fow words the
eldest gon walks threo times sround the
sacred pile and then applics the rorceh,
and the fire blazes up, and in a short
time the bady has beovsne the
which the relatives throw intc
Ganges. "'

But the temiptation o furthior expa
tinte upon thoe varicd deli; s
the recder of this wonderfod ane vala
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MODEEN CRUCIFIXION OF CRIMINALS IN IN-
DIA.
able book must be foregone.  Beguilded
by the beautics of the ever lifting hori-
zan of this unparalleled panorama of the
world, T have extended this roview fur
beyond my intentions, and still the in-
clination is strong upon me to 8ay more
in praize of it. At any rate, there is one
thing of which I un assured—v-hoever
reads a part of it will read it all and
will then see how very fow of its many
virtues I have been able to set forth.
Warrer J. Davis

Thought e Lost Hin Ilead.

A few days since a gentleman, while
taking a ride with his groom, had the
misfortune to have himself and” com-
panion thrown violently to the ground
by his horse taking fright and running
away. The gentleman was not seriously
injured, his principal loss being that of
his wig, which had been shaken off,
but he fonnd Pat in a much worse con-
dition, with the blood trickling from
his head and holding his master's wig,
which ho was surveying with the nt-
most alarm and horror.  ** Well, Pat,”’
said his master, “‘are you much hurt?”’

““Hurt is 7 Oh, master, do you see
the top of my head in my hand?"

Pat in his terror and confusion had
mistaken his aster’s wig for his own
natural scalp, and evidently thought
that his last hour had arrived. —London
Telegraph.

Ruown by Ilis Walk,

A tutor of one of the Oxford colleges
who limped in his walk was some years
ago accosted by awell kngavn politician,
who asked him if he was vot the ehap-
lain of the college at such a time, nam-
ing the yeur. The doctorsaid he was,
The interrogator obsarved, "1 knew you
by your limp."" *“*Well," said the doo-
tor, ““it seemed my limping made a
deeper impression than my preaching.”’
‘“*Ah, doctor,’” was the reply, with
ready wit, “it i8 the highest-eompli-
ment we can pay a minister to say that
he is known by his walk rather than by
his conversation. '—8t, Louis Star, =

FPasteur Resnlts,

The lust report issued by the Pasteur
institute in Paris shows many gratify-
ing results. In the year 1895 1,520 per-
sons suffering from rabies or incipient
rabies were inoculated, apd only 2
died. Of the paticnts 1,263 were French,
178 English, 85 Swiss, 20 Anglo-Indian,
11 Spanish, 6 Belgian, 6 Dutch, 2 Egyp-

began, doubled up as he was on a lounge,

tian, 2 Greek and 2 Turkish.

A SUPCESSFUL YEAR'S WORE. |
|

Interesting Report of the Mecting of the |
Woman's Club.

The annual meeiving of the Platts-

mouth Woman's elub for the eleclion
of oflicers occurred Friday ¢é%ening,
May 29, al the home of Mrs.
Elson. where aftistic decoration and a

tentiance of members. The usual

opening preliminaries over, balloting
for oflicers for the ensuing year took
place, with the following resull:
President, Mrs. J. L. Unruh; vice-presi-
Mrs. C. M. DButler: recording
secretary, Mrs. W. N. DMcLennan;
corresponding secretary, Miss Tres=a
Hemple; treasurer, Miss Edna Adams.

Mrs. Stoutenborough, the retiring
president and for two years
faithful bhead of the elub, gave the
chair into the hands of the new presi-
dent in the following address:

Madame President and Members of
Woman's Club: This gavel, as many
of you Know, was presented to this
club by Mrs. Chupman, and in the pre-
sentation spoech she told us that it
was made from the first bedstead that
was brouvght ncross the Missouri river
to Plattsmouth. 1t is a typical pioneer,
and us vou have thought best during
the past two years to emigrate with
me into new and untiried domains, 1
fauey that both the gavel and mysell
will go on record as pioneers, and Lo-
night 1 take the place—as the little
German children  say—as
muitar’’ of the club. The modern im-
provements which are sure o fsllow
under a new administration 1 shall en-
joy with you, since we are all Lo sit al
the same home fire-side. 1 can but
think, Madam President, that this
c¢iub is standing on the threshold of
great opportunity wnd that there is
stored up powers of capabilitics in this
membership of which we have nevor
dreamed. I's educational effect has
been and will boe felt inits difTusion of
literary taste extencing to the homes
of our city, and in the awankeming of
funeulties which have long lain dorm:ant.
T'ne work accomplished auring the
past LwWo vears due largely w the
executive board and to the leaders of
depurtmont work, and 1 wish to thunk
these ladies and each Individual mem-
ber of this club for your hearty, «
operation, and if 1 should prophesy o-
picht, I would repeat what [ said when
this organization wuas made per-
manent, “You are buliding better
than you Kpow,”" LK g, !Jt!‘-‘-]!ll.\',
the swones which have
buried 1o the chill and
earth — surrounding CIrCumsSLaAnNCes,
many of them bearving the weight of
wiils, towers and wurrets of grovious
burdens—taking these to carve and
polish, making slroig, beautiful
corner-stones—it sy boe 1o its future
stately edifice **T'he Woman's Club of
Plattsmouth.”

At its conclusion, the town elock
having already proclaimed the hour
of ad journment, a motion to that ellect
wius 10 order, but no motion
fortheoming: instead there prevailed a
suspensive pause, whilo from an ante-
roOIm Wiks !l:'lbii'_it'!'\l a besutiful wint
ing desk, which, withh much fecling,
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the new president, Mra. Uneuly, in the
following address:

Mrzs, Stoutenborough, Rotiring
dent of the Woman’s Club: The Key-
note was struck 10 ‘the universal -I;-
sire of the membership of our Woman’s
club when a proposition was mudde o
presont you with a tokon of our conti
dence nod affectionnie rogard.

Beileving that the success of our
ciub during its brief life has been
largely due o your untiring and
cflicient ¢lforts in imparting to a
share of your energy and zeal for in-
tellectunl improvement and develop-
ment, 1n behalf of the Woman’s club
of-Plattsmouth I am requested to pre-
sent you with this desk, a slight
symbol of our approciation.

A desk that was fashioned from
some repowned and perfumed wood ol
finest fiber would have been more in
keeping with our wishes, but simple
as this one is, may sweet affection and
pood cheer cover it with a rich var-
nish that shaill be more precious to
you than costly setiings of pearls and
rubies. More valuable to the world
Lhan mountains of guineas wiil it be if
it shall serve ns 2 moeans whireby
truth shall evermore be crowned, and
“wrong doing be hurled down.”

Sented at this modest desk, as the
gentla dew falls from the quiet
heavens, so may fresh inspiration fall
upon you, which, in tura, shall be
breathed upon the world in

F'rosi-
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beautiful
and wonderful ereations, lifting others
into the higher atmosphere of that
culture, which means the perfection of
warmest sympathy, brightest intollect
and purest religion.

Muay the summit of your far-reach-
ing thought mount heavenward uog-
til you cateh  bright glimpses of the
daybreak: of ecternity, where, at last,
wich glad foot-steps may vou calmly
wilk the shining track, and your
“longing for perfection be changed to
certainty.’

This mecting closes the second vear
of most successful work  in the
Woman’s ¢lub of this city—organized
two yvears ago with a membership of
twoenty, increnscd to over seveoty. It
has been a power for good in this com-
munity, broaking dewn walls of sep-
aration and prejudiee and doing mueh
toward bringing about that stuwge of
ovolution in which one *loves her
neighbor as horsell " Four dopurs-
puritments have been in operation and
many a husy wife and mother has felt
the mental cobwaebs brushed from her
brain she speut every alternate
Friday evening at the club.
president of the federation has said of
the ciub movement for women: *Ii
is & new factor in modern civil zation. ™
That it does moan social, intellectund
and moral culture 1o one famifiar with
its workings ¢an deay. It lifts womaen
into n “*new atmosphere of privilege
and responsibilities,” opening doors to
all classes, regardless of social cligues
or creeds.  And it was with a {eeling
that the “Plattsmouth Woman’s Club”
had “*come to stay™that the members
disporsed to their homes with pleasant
memorics of the pust vear and high
hopes for the coming.

H

Be loyul to all the interests of the
Lowa in you live, It is
home. Speak well of it to others
Favor every ceasonable pubiie enler-
prise. Do what vou ecan it
more  attractive, It poys
FPiant trees, cultivate Iy
speaks so well for you  Did you ever
think how universally we associate
a plaee where tress, flowers, and fruits
abound, with a fumily of fine ituste,

generous impulses and kindly deads ¥

which your
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always

flowers,

At Eight Mile Grove
A social will be miven by the ladies
at the Eight Mile Grove M. E. church
on Friday evening, June 4. A oordinl
invigntion is extended to all gnd a

nice time is assured. v

hearty welcome greeted the large at-|

wus presenlod Mrs.Stoutenboroush oy |

The lrst M

LOn long time

THE SEMI-WEEKLY NEWS-HERALD, PLATTSMOUTH NEB, JUNE 3, 1846.

| with his right hand playing with his
l 31 years iand I saw roiling up the side !

THOUGHT THE WORLD SMALL,

When Her Comment In Europe Found Its
Frbho Ia Americs, |
known for some fime that |
complained a wom- |
I did suppose one |

““I have
the world is small, "
an recently, ‘‘but

Benj. | eould muke a comument in Earope that
=Hd- | would not

O the
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with|

America
pinzza of a Litile iun in the 8
mountaing last sunnner I chatted
two ladieg of a perly we had encounger-
ed at two or three places en route till|
we felt as if we had a little acquaing !
ance with them., When they discovered |
wo were from Minneapolis, cne of ihem |
asked if we knew My, B. . As he is o
very intimate friend of ocurs, we oor |
dially assented and fell to diseussing |
his family. Incidentally I
first wife and commented the facy
that the present and second AMes O ve
fused to allow the pictare of her preds
cessor to hang in the house,  “We never
knew the first Mys. B, I said, 'but we
do know and are very fond of the see
ond wife. Thero must hava Loen soma. |
thing very peenliar about Mra, I3 No |
1 to make Mrs. B. No. 2 so per it |
in her detemmination to keen all n
tion and momory of heroutof the way,’
“*My new found friend smiled o Litth
oddly before she said: *There was some-
thing peculinr about the first Mrs. B,
which, I believe, cannot bhe attribntod e
the seconcl.  She was o rarely beautiful
woman, and bher untimely desth gt 24
was a terrible blow to her husband, Hr
marricd again after awhile—he was tos
young a man tospend a Hfetime alone—
but his young love has always boon o
tender memory to him, and her picture,
painted by a famons artist, and wWonder
fully lifolike, nndoubted!y atirsnctsd oo
much attention from every one who sow
it to please the present wifo, who mest
be o jealous woman, [ kuow,’ fin
ished snavely, ‘for the picture hangs to-
day in my own parlor.  The origingd
was my sister.” Aftor swild atiompi t
recall just what 1 had said aboug i
first wife, 1 rog red o vow that her
after with siviaggers, the upin &
tered thom South
never rmention
York Times,
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SUFFOCATED BY THE SNAKE'S ODOR.

A Madare Moaan's Heraedons Rucommtaer With
n Virginia Yooccasin,

“*When Iwas o young fellow, "' says
a now aped Maipe man, “I woent into
sonthern Virginia for o fune. I huad
Lived Marmse and Massgeliusetts anacd
com=equently had no fear of
hid formed a habit of picking up by
tail such

sl
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Curing a nake's Blindness,

One of the most poisomous snakes at
tho Londom zoo, a king cobra, recently
became nearly blind.  Whoen it shed its
skin, it threw off every part excopt the
transparcnt plate which covers the eye.
After each change of skin this plate re-
mained undast, and the suceessive lay-
ers beenme opagque and projected over
the eyein a horny boss.  The keeper
nsed the snake habit of oreeping through
any aperture which it ean find in the
wall of its cage to rid itself of the
growth over the eye. He drow back the
iron shutter which separates one com-
partment from the other, leaving n nar-
row space open, ‘The cobra soon discov-
ered thiz, and pushed its nose iato the
crack, This was slightly widened, and
the snake squeezed through, rubbing off
one of the scales as it did so. It was
then induced to go back by the way it
had come, and afror this had been 1o
peated once or twice it cleared the seale
from the other eyo. Siucee then it has
cast its skin completelymnd its ayes are
apparently none the worse for its tom-
poriry blinduess. Snukes naturally drag
themselves through rough grass and
holes to pet rid of the old skin which
clings to them. —London Publie Opin-
1011 .

Wordaworth and the Baby.
Mrs. Houstoun, I remember,
Wordsworth, Rogers and Hallimn onee
dined with her father at Hampton
Court, was, womanlike, somewhat dis-
appointed by the poet’s appearance,
considering him the ugliest of the par-
ty and well nigh weeping over his big
nose and what she rather uncharitably
called the ““gencral coarsemess’ of his
appearunce.  But she was miuch flattor-
ed and touched when Wordsworth in-
sisted that her little fatherless baby
should be brought to him, although,
when the mite put up his lip, as chil-
dren will, the poet said gently, in slow,
reproachiul accents: **What! Make such
a face as that at an old man and a
poat!”’—London Gentlewoman.

when

Ambiguaous.

Bridegromh—Unfortunately 1 shall
be unabls to go to the zoological garden
with you fomorroew Wil yoa not go
alone il look at the menkeys?

Bride (tenderly )—Dear Adolph, when
you sve not with me, I have no interest
in menkevs —Megaendot's Blatter.
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