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THE MIKADO'S WOMEN.
They Are the Empress and Twelve Conoun-
bines—The Young Heir.

“Tell me something of the daily life of
the cmpress,” said L

“sShe has," replied the court chamber-

in, “an establishment of her own, and
it is quite a lu'ge one. She has her maids
of honor, her private secretaries and the
ladies of the court to deal with. Her
worning is oocupied by the reading and
writing of letters. She attends to the su-

|

pervision of her various charities through |

others chiefly, and in the afternoon she
devotes hoerself to social duti('ﬂ. Hhe re-
at this time the wives of the min-
isters and the princesses who may call
upon her, and if they come at the proper
time they sometimes take tea with her.
She sometimes invites these ladies to
mectings to discuss matters relating to
the charity hospital, and she has a grand
marshal and a chamberlain.

“She is, vou know, the first empress of
new order of things, even as the em-
ror is the lirst emperor., She wears
ut Little jewelry, though she has some
Hamond rings and bracelets, She is a
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wanted €10 to bind the bargain. This
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flected and § was paid on
Thae man was about to walk off, telling
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is hay. Then the boys jayghed, as hoys
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Buliding Associations.

There arve at present doing business
within « radius of ten miles of the Now
York city hall about seventy of these co-
operative concerns, most of them having
been organized within the past three
years. It is estimated that about 30,000
people are interested, either as investors
or home builders.

In England the co-operative savings
and building movement has made won-
derful progress. The registrar's report
ordered by the house of commons, whicly
is published in The Building Societies'
Gazette, of london, contains a careful
analysis of the work done by the build-
ing associations in the British Isles dur-
ing the year 1887, Considerable pro
gress is shown to have been made in the
operations during that year, aud the
number of societies has been increased
from 2,207 to 2,318, having 605,421 mem-
bers as aguinst 581,651 in 1886, The in-
come was £21,141,077, or nearly a half
million more than during the preceding
year. To show the real progress that
these societies have made in the United
Kingdom the comparisons are made be-
tween the returns of 1878 and 1887, cov-
ering a period of nine years.

The figures are:

e T L) |
b eame other i
| ]If:;a]:_‘ aml beautil
The woo "8 1
ritn can tell the s
have gone- ln
no safety anvw hore!
The birds thint we
years ago were mostlv i
and destroyed muillion s«
and were of inestim
faurmer and tiller of
griin eating  bLirds
number of larvas,  Th
supposed by many to sul
honey, consutue many
thrips, and therchy o
the florist, —Vick's Ma

T

Ty

A Vietim

- ) ]
iy LR L R

al
The

| court etiquetie wos

death of Philip 111
gaged with his  dispet

: [):t]"‘l"!':. and, the dae

| brazier of burning co;

{ the room and sct dos

{ majesty that scon Lis

bathed in perspiration

nature, however, to tind

plain. and so e satin

the execessive heat, un
Pobar, one of th

ber, perceiving liow

convenicneed, ol el

other of the ros

the brazjer ;

the |]..I_‘.' of The

Duke of U

sent for.  Uni

hitnd, ad L

anee thes kines

dlay fove

repsbuyally

| ervstpelis,

| quette died

1578,
Number of societies. .. ... (]
Number of members ... o204 427
Due toshareholders £16,255,1%5
Due to depositors........ B RiIT 269
MOrtgnge ASSElG. oo e .. 24, G208, 055 o0, 302,054
1,182,085 8,407,005

The increased receipts are shwn in
England, Wales and Scotland, while the |
Irish socicties show a falling off of £19,-
402 only, as against £47,224 in the year

receding. Mr. Michael J. Brown, in

e Philadelphia Ledger, says:

It is conlidently expected that the
building associations of the United
States, including the building society
land companies, wlicre houses and lots
are being paid for on the installmenf |
monthly plan, number over 4,000, with
assets averaging not less than $80,000, or |
a grand total pt £320,000 000, exceeding
that of England, Ireland, Scotiand and nop i
Wales gt jeast $70,000,000. During the | Fully onels.

ast fwenty-four years it is quite possi- | :

le that the building essociations of the
United States have turned over to mem- | |
{ bers in cash, for withdrawn and matured
shares and canceled mortgages, at least
$300,000,000,—New York Daily News.
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The s oxilauds Desreased.

Fifty vears ago every farm in tne
eastern, middle and southern states had
from five to twenty acres of woodland.
These lands not only served many other
good purposes, but were natural resting

| places for birds and served them as sufe |
sheltép'daring the peat of the day. These
;ii‘jmi[{vi} forests were the horhe of many
spegies of birds. The writer well re
wembers the deljght experienced in go-
ing to the woods in thie BPrInE of tha
vear and listening to the songs of the na-
tive warblers as they returned from their
winter quarters at the south. The shrill
whistle of the quail was as familiar to
iio 2are of the farmers as household
words,” Fhe sceeain of the blue jay rang
through the forest cleaf and joud. The
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