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A CALIFORNIA CRAZE.

.

COLLECTING BASKETS FROM THE
MEXICANS AND INDIANS,

The Latest Fad Among Artistle Feople
on the Pacllle Slopo—Huanting for Speci-

mens—Reautiful Work of the Dusky

Nusketmakers,

The latest fad or eraze in California,

especinlly in the southern poriion, is to
wonsess u collection of Indian baskets. [t
18 the correct thing, and some of the most
artistic homes in the state have rooms
decorated with them. Who started the
craze is nol known, but some one digeoy-
ereedl thint the baskets l-"."}!‘“'-‘:’S"(l 'm‘-ﬂt
nrilstic beauty, were rich in harmonious
coloring and formed attractive ornamentd
for library and parlor, and the deuand
begun. It was the old story of new lamps
for old, and deulers and others went
nronmd the conntry exchanging new mod-
ern baskets for the old ones of the Spuu-
ish and Mexican families.

The baskets are exhansted, at ]‘%51 the
old ones, being now in the hands of a fow
collectors and others who will not sell
them The baskets cost from *l_‘,u to ,\:‘3
usually, and bring from £10 to 230 apieece,
Unless the réduder has seen some of these
works of barbarie art this price will secm
exceasive; but the graceful shape, the rich
brown tints, the ngre and wwl&tillll, K‘”‘“
them n value appreciated by those who
have engaged in their collection. The
cheapest way to make a collection is to o
to come collector and im_v their baskets
outright;: bat the most pleasurable met hod
Is to tuke & carringe and go gbout the
country smong the Indians and Mexicans
and buy them one's self. Many of the
finest baskets come from the Indians
porth of San Franeisco, and others have
beenn collectod in los ;\llg’r-l{-g_ San l’i("g’ll
||li-l f‘::lil })""“ﬂf'l““fl counties !II tlll' I:q.l.’-
ter countios are the remnants of the Mis-
ston Indians, hidden away in the moun-
fains ut Puln, Pauma and st Pachanza

EXFERIENCES OF

The amateur basket
l"t-lll'l""l' mre \';l!"il'li_ :'!Il" no 'ﬂ"f(-l‘ way i“
which to study the habits of the pr«-:‘-m_
Indinng ean be found. The success=ful
buaskoet fiemd must have what is popularly
must walk into the
bedrooms e apartments, insist

m tronks belng opened and contents
This may seem a high haonded
Z. but it is necessary, as even
swhile the pe ’E'I" wish to sell 1.]“"\.‘_ in the
S jority nses, say at first that they
hnve 1o ll-t-:.-'ih_ and \\':n-ll l;u-_'.' ure pro
duewd do to sell on acconnt of
the sancient aunt or grandparent who has
Landedd the:n If, however, the
wunld be purchaser hias the staying power
the basket sescrired Thoe sellers
gencrasiy believe the Awmericans to be
grvat fools for paying such prices. A half-
brecd informed the writer that the people
were cruzy and would give anything; and
with o lungh, bhe said: “They pay five
times as much for the old ones as they do
for the new.” That a basket which they
use to sift their flour in could serve as an
orngment is beyond their conception: yet
this is the end to which these old utensils
are put. Theyv are tacked agminst the
walls to show the figures or color, or hung
over doors or in cofners. The large ones
Sud a place near the fire to hold the wood,
while others are distributed about the
library for papers and magazines; indeed,
their use’ulness grows upon one. The
finest colleciions aro photographed by
their owners ana make o fine and artistic
showing.

It is as an art that the work of these
peoplo commends itself, not alone in the
forin of the baskets, but in the nm:‘klﬂ{!
and arrsnrement of colors; and that such
artistie feeling should be found among
wople whose ideas of art, as we recognize
t, are of the crudest description, is re
warkable.  After so many years of asso-
ciation with white peopie it would not
appear strange, if some of their ideas of
oruamentaiion wero obtained from them,
yvaot this is extremely rare.  All the orna.
mentation is unique, possessing an indl-
viduality that cannot be mistaken. The
lines are often graceful and of great geo-
metrical beauty, radiating from the cea-
ter. A common design is a series of tri-
angular or arrow shaped figures worked
into radisting Mnes. Some seem to repre-
t flashes of lightning in the zigzay
motion. Human fizures worked in, oftex
extending completely around the basket,
with clasped hands, are seen in soms of
1he bost baskets, while deer and other
animals are sometimes introduced. The
eonlors are psually dull reds or browns.
yellows and biack, and in almost every
case the blending is Larmonious. Where
tliese people obtain fhelr ideps is an in-
teresting  question, but "robabiy from
nuature—the foliage, the bending <rasses,
ete., suggesting tho lines of grace aud
Leanty.

METHOODS OF EASKET MAKING.

It is not necessary to go far from the
centers of civilization to see basket
mukets. The Diggers produce beautiful
baskets not far from San Francisco, while
the Indizns about Mouterey, Santa Bar-
bara, Los Angeles and other localities atill
make conrse ones in the same primitive
|Wav.

The basket work of the California In-
inable in several ways. It is
character of tho different tribes, and
they can be traced by ft. Some baskets
wro beautifnlly ornamented with feathers,
f2d this shows that they were made by
4= Indians north of Ban Franecisco. Une
for swhich a Iarge sum was recently paid
§s ornamented with the red feathers of the
woodpenker, while around the edge are
the plumes of the plumed quall. The
feathers are woven in while the basket is
being made. [ineness aud oge are two
fmportant qualifications.
s The California Indiaus ¢ Iil;)‘u))' two gen-
leral methods in basket making: the eoi]
§s eilther twined or whipped. The Dig-
r2, as before stated, produce fine baskets
of great beauty, while the Klamath and
B-Clond Indians make twined baskets so
fije that they can be used to hold water.
In'the baskets from the Eel river tribe a
dounle coil is used. The Modoc women
produce some beautiful shepes. We see
cones, icverted truncated cones, shallow
dishes, sowe like hats or half eggs, vases,
jong and narrow, others flat, with short
pocks. Plagues are common, while some
baskets are slmost perfect spheres. Many
of these are made of willow slips and pine
roots, stained in the southern county with
nail rust. The material used mostly by
the California Indians is the plant k:_lpwn
scientifically as *“‘rhus aromatica,” or
squaw berry. In the houses or ramadas of
Laskotmakers the raw material is seen—
twigs ent and seraped, eight or ten fuches
in length snd tied together with a string.

THE COLLECTOR
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SOMTH BAY DUCK BHOOTING.
A Day I “'Battery.” with ﬂ.-_ln Hand,

tcions Birds.

There Is a'fascination to many sports-
men in shooting ducks from a South bay
battery, though amore cramped and un-
camfortable positl cannot be found
than that required the r. The
battery consists of a be; -ﬁ::eeighteen
inches deep and long &mough o admit
the outstretched body of a'mnan. A rub-
ber coat is the substitute for a mattress
and a sandbag serves for the pillow.
From the box extends on each side a flat,
raftlike screen composed of wood and
and brown canvas, which serves to float
the box and kreak the force of the waves
as they dash up against 2. By means of
weights the box is sunk in the water and
iron decoy ducks hold it in place. A
hundred decoys are scattered about the
box ina patural manner The gunner
then lies down flat in the box, with his
shells on one gide and his gun on the
other. With a parting instruction to be
sure and keep the head well down the
battery man sails away, leaving the gun-
ner alone on the sea.

To the man first trying the sport the
situation is a peculiar one, and the sensa-
tion the same. All alone, surrounded by
the little lock of decoys, and the waves
pounding up with a swash against the
guards to the box, he feels somewhat in-
secure. As he lies flat in the box his
body and head are below the level of the
water. Sometimes, if the wind s blow-
ing preity strong, a wave will break over
into the box, tickling his face with briny
drops and sending cold streams of liquid
down his back. 1f he is a sportsman he
will only laugh at this and take a pull at
his whisky flask to prevent catching
cold  Sometimes the waves run so high
that the gunner is compelled to bail out
liis box or it will become a fish pond in
the sea.  The sun beating down on his
face will redden it in about ten minutes.
Meunwhile the sail boat is tacking across
the bay to stir up the ducks A bunch of
them is aroused, and as the birds go
skimming along the water they spy the
decoys, and. thinking they are a flock of
brethren peacefully feeding, shape their
course toward them. As they sail up to
the decoys they soon perceive they are
deceived and wheel away. Just as they
come about is a good time to fire, and if
the gunner is expert while they are get-
ting away he has time to slip in another
shell and (il the back of the rear duck
with cold lead.  If any of the ducks fall
the gunner stands up in the battery,
which is a signal for the sailboat men to
come up and gather in the fowls that
have been shot.

Then the gunner stretches himself cut
azain and waits for another flock. If
the ducks are thick and not in a suspi-
cious mood he will not have to remain so
long before another set will be along and
more blazing away is in order. Some
favorable morning there is a constant
booming of guns on the bay, and bi
boatloads of ducks are brought in. Tt
is not uncommon in the autumn for one
man to shoot fifty to eighty ducks from
a battery. The next day he may not get
five.

In the season about five batteries a
day stiwt out from Patchogue. The skip-
per always has a man to help him sail
his catboat, and it is a race to secure the
best ground. Often in making the best
run across the bay the *“‘cap’'n’ only gets
in first to find the ground already seized
by the ambitious huntsman who has gone
out the might before, slept in the catboat
and at sunrise is ready in his battery.
The early morning is the best timne, as ui
dawn the ducks begin to feed and are
out in great numbers. Every sailboat
man is a **‘cap'n’’ and must scrupulously
be addressed as such. His assistant is
the mate. Thereis nocrew. The South
bay boatmen are honest, good hearted
men, always ready to get as much as
they can out of the sportsmen, but work-
ing hard to drum up the game for him.
He will charge $10 a day for the use of
the battery, and will throtv in the meals.
In the cabin of the catboat the mate
cooks ham and eggs, steak, potatoes and
coffee, and serves it hot. If the sports-
man likes oysters, he will throw over his
rake and bring up haif s bushel to open
on the spot. If one is not having much
success with the ducks it is a good plan
to allow the ‘‘cap'm” to lie in the bat
tery for a timg, for he is invariably a
crack shot and will 8l pp the quota
needed in short order.

PBrant and broadbills are the most
abundant of the family in the Great
South bay in sfring. The broadbilis are
a plump duck, with chort bills. They
are swift flyers, and it is like shooting at
a bumble bee to draw on one as he comes
bv. In the fall black ducks and red-
Lkeads come in the bay. Shell ducks are
also plentiful. Shell ducks and coots are
good shooting, but not worth eating.
The broadbills are great divers, and
often, when wounded. will lead the skip-
pers a long chase. On diving they are
pretty sure to come up to the windward,
and a good distance off. Often the duck;
come in the bay in great quantities, and
set up in the water like big rows of ten-
pins. Wien started they rise with the
noise of a whirlwind in the forest, The
boobies are a small species of duck that
sometimes come in the bay. They get
their namie from their aptness at losing
their heads. A shot into a flock of boo-
bies will sometimes so disconcert them
that they will fly around in a circle and
allow the gunner to take his time in
shooting them down. They are great
cliatterers) and keep the bay noisy with
thieir cries.—New York Times.

“Cycle#’” for Army Usp,
The recent experiments in employmens
of “‘¢ycles” of various sorts for army use
in the spring military exercises in Eng-
land seem to demonsirate the futility of
expecting that class of machinery to bs
of muoch practieal value for this service.
The ascents of long hills had to be made
by the eyezlist volunteers slowly and with
toil on foot, because the machines «
uot be ridden: a carriage to be ridden
and worked by four men, and to carry a
Maxim gun, broke down utterly; the
*Centipede,” or flying sapper, a machine
on eight wheels, carrying intrenching
tools, engineering appliances and wen,
broke in two and had to be abandoned,
and there were numerous minor acci-
dents in only two days’ trials. BSo long
as the operations of war cannot be con-
fined o nice, smoosth ﬂmj floors,
and conducted daintily, machines
are not likely to be worth
=3 “ _" s
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MEN WITII A MANIA.

MAKING COLLECTIONS OF ODD AND
CURIOUS THINGS.

Brokers Eager In the Pargult of Missals,
Pollery, Roses, Orchids, Japunese
Curilos, Pipes. Mosnles snd Dutterflies.
The True Collector is Born.

The collecting craze is something almost s
inevitable as death to the successful Wall
street man. As soon as he begins to feel his
fortune upon an assured basis be isabsolutely
sure to fall a prey to a mania for collecting
something. These fancies are as widely dif
ferent as the poles and as numerous as
midnight stars. Brayton lves spemds thon
mands of dollars every year on books and has
the finest collection of {lluminated missals in
this country, and the most complete collee
tion of first printed editious in the world
Henry Clews has the pottery cruze, and his
oyal S8azony, Sevres, Worcester and Dres
den ware are unsurpassed on this sidoe of the
ocean.  Alfred Sully raises roses at his coun
try place and isalways searching for a new
variety, for Lhat reason more than any other
he got his affairs in order and went across
the water, where hie will visit all the famous
roseries of France, where most of the new
varieties of that flower are produced, and
contemplates also looking through the old
gardens of England for the elder varieties
that can no longer be found in the collections
of modern fAorists Jay Gould devotes his
leisure moments to orchids, and his orchid
houses at bis place on the Hudson contain the
largest variety of Lhese strange plants in auy
collection In the world ontside of the Botani
cal Garden of London.  Austin Corbin eare
most for Japanese curics and bas his house
stored with crystals, swordas, pottery, bronzes,
Kakamono and carved ivories till there e
scarcely room for were commouplace living
purposes.

RARE AND BEAUTIFUL THINGS.

One Wall street man has collected pipes
from all over the world. Another has ran
sacked all lands for weapons; a third devotes
himself to bringing together wood carvings,
a fourth to the collection of Mosaics—and so
ad infinitum. There are a lot of spurious ar
ticles palmed off on some of these untrained
collectors, but on the whole the mania is il
mirable if for nothing else than that it re
sults in filling the country with rare and
beautiful things. One of the most interesting
and occult of these collections is that of Nue
moegen's, which consists entirely of maoths
and butterflies. It coutains 100,000 of these
insccts, rll carefully arranged, ticketed, cata-
logued and displayed in handsome glass
cases. Nuemoegen hafs been some twelve
years bringing these together, and it is sail
to be the most comnplete collection of moths
and butterflies in the world. No expense or
pains have been spared, no expedition has
left any of the large cities for purposes of
exploration in foreign countries that has nos
been accompanied by an agent of Nuemoe
gen's, commissioned tc Lring home specimens
of the papilio of the land

The collection includes specimens Indigen-
ous to every country from the equator to the
very limit of thelr existence northward, and
they vary In oolor and size all the way from
tiny creatures half the dinmeter of one's lit
tle finger uail and of the purest white up to
wide winged beauties of glowing peacock
blues, with bodies bigger than a humming
bird. They range the whole gamut of color
end present the most curious suggestions of
imitation such as the pansy butterfly, whose
four wings resemble with startling exactuess
the four petals of the purple and golden
beartsease, or those so like a dead leal as to
be indistinguishable at a little distance
Others have precisely the same rich scarlet
coloring of autumn foliage, or the hue of the
peacock's breast; the death's bead moth has
a distinect skull and crossbones marked on bis
back, a whole branch of this family of lepi
doptersa are seeming counterparts of a bed of
pale purple wood violeta Some are white
as snow and others black as wvelvet, while
most beautiful of all are the great creatures
of pale, milky green, whose wings have long
tails of four or five inches attached. Somec
are very like dragon flies, with ganzelike
opalescent wings, while some of the big
bodied fellows are covered with actual
feathers of down

THE TRTE COLLECTOR.

The true collector is born, and isonly made
by long experience and much labor, These
rich stock brokers indulge in collecting only
as an elegant advertisement and intelligent
way of getting rid of their superfluous in
wome; they are rarely born with the true
péssion. The men who sell curios take them
in bhand and edycate them slowly and
laboricusly to distinguish between the
true and the false, the artistic and the mers
tricious, and in large part their collections
are brought together by their baving carte
blanche orders with lLondon and Parisian
dealers to buy and ship them anything that
comes up for sale fitted to perfect or adorn
thelr possessions,

But there are twoor three men in New
York of very mmoderate means who are true
born collectors. They mouse about old Lock
and bric-a-brap shops, dive suddenly into
junk cellarson Avenue A and come upra
diant and grimy with some dingy olject
which, when put in order, causer their friends
to crever with envy. ‘Their manner, too, in
parchasing is worth study: Whenever Lhey
bhappen across something specially desiralle
they begin gradually toexhibit more and more
profound disgust and scorn. They contempt-
uously toss the treasure trove aside and ex-
aming everything else befcre they return to
it, finally selecting sowe cheap, worthless
object and suggesting that the find sball ba
thrown in as an inducement to purchase, and
wearily pocket the whole as if after all they
felt they were very weak to allow themselves
to be persuaded to take it at ull | have seen
this performance tried successfully more
than once.— Brooklyn Eagle.

Manla and Malaria.

Drs. Lemaine aud Chiaumier communicate |

to The Annales Medico Psychologique their
conclusions upon the relations existing bLe-

tween malaria and certain disorders of the |

mind, from which it appears that violent

mania may accompany an attack of inter- |
mittent fever in predisposed persons, and
that old sybjects of malaria, with masked |
manifestations, are liable to recusrent intel- |

lectual disturbance, or to chronic insanity.
Quinine gives good results in intermittent
manis and its convalescenca. It isapparently
of no value in tie chronic cases, bui even in

these the drug may quiet transient attacks |

of agitation as if they were masked phe
nomena of the diseasd —Chicago News.

Jews' Frepedom from Inebriety.
Says Dr. Norman Rerr, the well known

writer on physiological aspects of inebriety:

“The temperance of the Jews is proverbial
Extensive as my ‘essional intercourse has
been with them, | bave nevar been cousulted
for inebriety in the person of a Jew, while
my sdvice has been sought for this complaint

conditions there are very few esceplions to
this rule is as much due to racial as 0 by-
nio, and more to racial than to rel'gious
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WORK OF PREHISTORIC MAN.

zation in California.

Mexico can still be seen

skillful arts practiced by the so ealled

them, we mnow inhabit, unless, perbiapd,

countiy prior to its discovery by Christo
pher Columbus, whose tribe las

is lost. One of
these relics 18 the indication of
pavement road in  Arizona,
granite blocks or slabs about
long, hewn square, conveyed and placed

il
IMAadie

the spectator.
Thiz puvement or road was undonbied-

blocks and
miles along
which deep canyvons have washed
way. Some of these slabs are said
weigh nearly two tons, and thae lLeing
no granite ledges nearer than several
miles from where they are now situated
indicates that they must have had

the mountain sides, througzh

powerful machinery to shape and |
them.

To these ancient people also was known
a process of tempering brass so it eould
be converted into tools equal to the hest
of steel. Numorous specimens of  this
tempered brass have beon found wis
the city of M Zicu {asnde, s Wi
on the Pacific slope, and while the chemis
has no ditliculty in removing the temiper,
yet he canpot return ik, For the reas
covery of this temapering process scioutists
and chemists have labored, and thoe
United States government has offercd g
premium in vain. Nor can they even by
having tempered metal before them gain
the least light on the subject,

Bringing the discomrse a little
home, on the edze of the Carisa plaina,
but o short distance from the steek ranch
of C. R, Brumley, can seen what
known as the *“*Painted Rock.”™ This
rock is in a horseshoe shape, about vigzhty
feet high and 1,000 feet in ciremuafor
ence, The inside being hollowed out
gives it the appearance of a natural fort,
which has frequently been used by stock.
men as a sheep corral, and iz capable of
holding comfortably 3,000 head of shecp.
The inside walls on the south are very
abrupt and overhanging, and are cov-
ered with many ancient paintings,
roughly resembling sketches of men,
dogs, snakes, lizards, tortoises and vari
ous characters, the significance of which
was, perhaps, even unknown to the
painter. So we are inciined to think
that each character is a record of some
historical event, and that, if we but un-
derstood them, they would be very inter-
esting to us. The paints used are of
three distinct colors—red, white und
black. And, although we know nothing
of their mode of manufacture or mate-
rials used, we can sav this muoch, that
they have a power of durability and of
retaining their color unsurpassed by
modern productions.

In the western part of this county, at
the outlet of the Antelope valley, on the
Tulare plains, i3 what is ecualled the
“Point of Rocks.”™ On top of the moest
promiinent of these rocks is a
beautiful water tank about T feet deep
and 20 fect long by 12 feet wide,
capacity is between 4,000 and 5,000 ¢
lons of water. and although evidently i
bas been formed by nature, still, judging
by its location being such as to catels all
the rain water that falls (o the surface.
one can be led to believe that it
human art and design. The heiglit of
the rock is about 100 feet and its walls
are quite steep, but by the aid of steps
chiseled into it, is no difficult task to as
cend and return with a pail of water
From on top of the rock one has a inag-
pificent view of the surrounding couniry
for nales and miles, There being no
other water for a long distance makes it
a very convenient resott for stockimnen
and travelers. On adjoining roels ean
be found a great many similar tanks;
also two small ancient paintings, Scores
of mortars and pestles are found in
various places. Some are made very
rouglly and others are shaped out of 1
fine quality of stone with elegant taste.
Marvelous skill is displayed in the art of
making arrow heads and knives of the
hardest flint. How they can give a de-
sired shape to =o brittle a substance Ly
chipping off bits is easier to think about
than to accomplish.—Cor. Bakersfichl
(Cal.) Echo.
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The Second Hand Book Trade.

One of the many peculinrities of the
second hand book trade is that the sales
are heavier on days of stormy weather.
The business men find slow sales on
clement days, and those of a literary
turn of mind, or those who have a pen-
chant for collecting books on any special

.

bin

in looking over the stock.

store and while away several hiours
I remember

gentleman of this city came
{ store, and, while waiting for the storm
| to pass by, e became interested in sev-
! eral volumes of beoks on a line he was
| collecting, and I sold him $65 worth be-
fore he left. Customers who have a
Lobiby to which they are devoting atten-
tien will find a book sowmetimes which to
the eye is ouly worth ten cents, but they
will value it at §3, and if a dealer asks

ward Mills in Globe-Democrat,

Electrical Detective Camera.

which began with the invention of bur-
glar alarmn devices, has been extended
in the shape of an electrical detective

Remarkable Relies of an Anclent Civiid-

el
In many parts u!ong the coast and in
relies and ro-
markable evidence of some of the most

“jgnorant savages'' that once inhabited
this land, which, by forcibly dispussewing

some more civilized race possessod his
fong
since been exterminated and whose record |
the most wonderful of
a solid
ten foeg
side by side by some means unkaown to
Iy built thousands of years ago, as thooo
indications can be traced for
thir

to |

e

powerful mode of conveyance, as well as
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in- |

one snowy day last winter a prominent |
into my |
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‘ Bargain in

l

BCOTS AND SHOES!

We are now offering Hiwt-i:ll Prices in

|
OUR ENTIRE LIONE !

.’\llt] Illt' most we Iu‘inln' ullI‘.*-!']\l-.- on 15 onr excellent iilu- of

Ladies’ Hand=Turned Shoes

At their Prezent Low Prices. Ladies looking for such a

Shoe should not fail to eall on

W. A. BOECK % CO.

ihe Plattsmouth Herald

I8 enjoying a Zoom in both its

DAILY ANDWEZIRLY
HDITIONS.

he Year 1888

Will bie one thlril:j_'; whieh the :-Il|-it-l‘!-- of
national interese and iir:I.ur'I‘al:r'if will be

strongly agitated and the election of
President will tuke place.  The people of
Cass County who wounld like to Jearn of

Political, Commercial
and Social Transactions

oo o § 21 = =Ly
woi ld lwl_';: with

should

of this year and
the times

OUOESCOCRIBRE ——

FOR IITHER THE

.‘l]']li(fl.'
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‘Daily or Week!y Herald.

i
i

Now while we
pm;plc we wil

Lave the subjeet hefore the
venture to speak of our

subject, will drop into a second haud |

Whieh is first-class in all respects and
from whieh our job printers are turning

out mueh satistactory work,
MeUTH, NEBRASKA.

that price they will readily pay it.—Ed- f

The relation of electricity to crime, |

' camera, invented by two Newsik men. |

Their idea is to have the device fixed in
the walls of banking houses Dichind the

tellers, and so arranged as to photograpt |
whoever stands at the teller's window, i |

case the man’s picture iz wanted.

'.i'l'n; 1

littls button that does the work of open- |

ing the camera shutter, making the cx- |

posure, dropping the plate and putting in |
a new plate, will be under the telier’s |
desk, so that he can, without betraying |
himself, instantly take the picture of any
one who exciles his suspicion. This sams |

' eamera can be put up in police stations
~in the same -ny.a.nd:: ﬂtomson};n;
are in they can be photographce
megi_taﬂM a chance
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