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correspondent writing from Monte Carl?
avs that'lhe croupiers . f that famous gaming

resort vouch for the truth of the story that
Labouc!ere won rJ-VW- ) .thereby means d
Lis "system."

LINCOLN'S MILITARY INSTINCT.

What Ceil, ftherman 8y Military Selene
la (Tnterhnleal Terms.

He never prof essed any knowledge of tbo
law.s and wi-iu:- of war, yet in bis joyous
moments ho would relate hi8 largo cxK.rieneo
it; a soldier in the Itlaek Hawk war of JSIW,

and as an oflleer in tho Mormon war nt
Nauvoo, in I wi. JTeverthelesH, during tho
progress of the civil war he ovineetl a ipiiek
coinjrehension of tho principles of tho "art,"
though never using military phraseology.
Thus his letter of April to Uen. Me- -

Cli llan, yien Vorktown, exhibits a
pre-i- s knowledge of tho strength ami pur-po-s'

of each of the many armies in the field,
and of the importance of "concentric action.'
In his letter of June 5, li-'f- , to Oen. Hooker,
he wrote:

"In one word, I would not take any risk of
lx-iii- entangled upon tho river (Itapjwihan-noek- ),

like an ox jumped half way over a
fenec, and liable to lie torn by dogs front and
rear, without a fair chance, to gore one way,
or to kick the other."

Again, June K, 1W:, writing to (Jen.
Hooker:

"If left to me, I would not go south of the
!! ';!ahamiock upon Iti's moving north of
if. If you had Itiehuiond invested today,
you would not be able to tako it in twenty
days. Meanwhile your communications, and
with them your uriny, would be ruined. I
think Lee's army, and not Richmond, is your
objective point. If ho come;: toward the
Upper Potomac, follow him 011 his Ihink and
on the inside truck, shortening your line
while he lengthens his. If ho stop, frcl hitu
and fret him."

This is pure science, though the language
is not technical.

It is related by (Jen. Grant in his memoirs
that when ho v.asexplaininghow hcproosed
to use tho several scattered armies so ns to
accomplish tho best results, referring to the
forces in western Virginia, and saying that
h-- had ordered Sigel to move up tho volley
of Virginia from Winchester, make junction
with Crook and Avere'd from Kanawha, and
go toward fSultville or Lynchburg ilr. Lin-

coln said, "Oh, yes! I see that. As we say out
west, if a mini can't skin, he must hold a leg
while else does." -

In his personal interview with Gen. Grant
about March 8, I80I, Mr. Lincoln recounted
truly and manfully that "he had never pro-
fessed to lie a military man, or to know how
campaigns should be conducted, and never
wanted to interfere in them; but the procras-
tination of commanders, and tho pressure
from the ut the north and congress,
which ws always with him, forced him to
issuing his series of military orders, one, two,
three, etc. Ho did not know but all were
wrong, and did know that some were. All
he wanted or ever had wanted, was some one
who would tako tho responsibility and act,
end call on him for all the assistance needed,
pledging himself to use all tho power of the
government in rendering such assistance."

At last lie had found that man, Gen. Sher-
man in Tho Century.

Iteat Hoys for. Messengers.
"What sort of boys do we like best? City

bred ones, of course. Tho country lads are
as a rule not nearly as bright. Then they do
r.ot know their way round. Tho little fellows
p.ro the best messengers. When they get to
be hi they are inclined to think of themselves
as 1210:1. Tho city lath:, especially thtso who
havo been newsboys, arc very sharp, Vute
chaps, and usually we find them honest. Wo
are inclined to take a decent newsboy at any
time. Ho will chew and smoke cigarettes ns
a rule, but his eyo teeth are cut, ami ho knows
how to take euro of himself and the company
also. I could tell you some of tho finest ex-
amples of fidelity from among such boys.
Oh, yes, they will swear and drink, too,
sometimes, but if they aro all right in other
respects that sort of chap gets along.

My cxiorience is that tho life of a bard
working newsboy, though severe and apt to
teach him many things ono would rather not
have boys learn, does not make him dishonest
or untrustworthy, but rather the contrary.
Indeed, be learns to havo a wholesomo fear
of going wrong. Then such boys aro usually
the children of mothers for whom they are
willing to work. Well, we would rather
havo boys, of course, for whom some one is
responsible. Before we embloy a lad we ex-

amine closely as to where and how he live?,
who is working in his family, what they do
and how many they are. Our best boys aro
often sons of hard working widows. Thero
i ; something in tho necessity and love this
creates that keeps tho boys steady. Wo like
to have a parent or guardian come with the
applicants." New York Graphic. v

A Xegro'a Voutloo Charm.
"Come in here," said Warden MeKinnej,

at the county jail tho other day; "I want to
: how you something you never saw before."
The reporter walked in and the speaker
handed him a queer looking flannel bag, tied
at the mouth with a yard of string. The
strange object was a genuine voudoo charm,
which had just been taken from a negro pris
oner. The darky had parted with it as a
homeless, friendless man, out of a situation,
parts with his last dollar. The bag contained
bomo hard substance and the reporter's
curiosity was excited. He undid the string,
and, inserting his finger into the bag, brought
to light another mystery. It was a rabbit
foot, but so wrapped in strings and red rags
ns to be barely recognizable. Next to the
fur on the foot was wound somo kind of a
flexible reed, not larger than a knitting nee-

dle, and over this was wound a dozen yards
of thread. Dangling from the foot were
three small pieces of red flannel cut in the
shape of a diamond, heart and cross respect-ivel- v.

Over the whole was slipped a cover-
ing that might originally have been the fin-

der of a kid clove. Then the entire arrange
ment was inclosed in the little bag and tied
alxrat the neck. This was the luck bag or
charm which the owner confidently relied on
to heal any wound, cure any disease, or win
any gams. Birmingham (Ala.) Age.

slioeuiiiUintr Conducive to Mental Vigor.
Shoemaking is distinguished among me-

chanical callings for the number of its fol-

lowers w ho have risen to eminence, It is
said that the solitary nature of the craft
tends to produce thoughtfulness, and tho
hammering at the leather stimulates the
mental faculty But the phj-sic- results
are disastrous. Circulation and respiration
are checked by tho position which shoemak-
ers assume when at work. In tho few who
live to old age a hollow at the baso of the
breast bone is often produced by the contin-
ual pressure of the last. (Statistics show that
out of 10,000 artisans who sit at their labor"
2.";7T fall sick and 93 die annually, while of
an equal number w-h-

o alternately sit and
st- - uitl only 1.7W sicken and CI die in the same
period. A work bench has been invented at
which shoemakei-- 3 may work standing.-- -
Philadelphia impfl.

Tlio Duke's Tenement Upases,
Tl'o Duke of Westminster is reputed to

have a larger income than any other subject
of Great Britain, lie owns, row? u.po.n, rqw oi
tenement houses, and possesses many square
miles of farming land. He receives $o0 a
minute the year round, or 3,000 an honr, or
572,000 a day. Ne' York-Worl-

LOSSES OF FREinilT.

CLAIMS THAT ARE MADE AGAINST

A RAILROAD COMPANY.

A lt In the Odd and Itml I)ei:irt-mc- nt

--Way of Hi l'rofcasloiiul Swin-

dler Various I'l Miululcnt Tlt-tlmt- I.ont
Freight Sold nt Auction.
"We have, all the ime, a large amount of

stuff which uccumulat. on our hand--,- "

the "lost baggage" ugeiit of one of the rail
roads to a rcjjoitcr; "but most or the prop-
erty left on our cars by accident is sure to bo
quickly called for if it has any particular j

vnlue."
"Any trouble in identifying applicants jus

proper owne --. of tho haggag claimed 5"

"Not particularly. Our most frequent
trouble is tho adjustment of fah:o claims.
We etui tell by a it manner whether
the claim hs a just one or not. Take the pro-

fessional swindler, for instance. Besides hav-

ing a brusquo manner, his claim is made in
an indefinite way as to numlx r of cheek,
style of package and tho contents thereof.
The true claima!:V-tli- e rs.:i who has realiy

'

lost something has a respectful and anxious
beuring. lie invariably gives an accurate
description of the lost parcel, uu I is very
slow with threats of suit to recover dam- -

ages."
"I suppose thnt overshoes and umbrellas

are the articles most frequently left in cars;"'
"No more frewuent than sm:i!l parcels of

clothing, shawls and rmall vali.-.os- , but, us I
say, these are always quiekly claimed. It is
with frauduh-n- t claims for lost baggage that
wo have the most experience."

FKAtDl J.KNT CLAIMS.

"What aro the fraudulent methods?"
"Most numerous, and :,o:ne of them, most

ridiculous. Nov.- - he re's an oil claim which,
while not fraudulent, is worthless ai:d i:v....l
bull headed. .Several weeks i.i::eo a barrel of
whisky and u eoso of canned good:: were

to a grocer ia the interior of tho slat.;.
About the time of .tho shipment thu grocer
died. Immediately, his entire sto-.-- was taken
by a wholasalo grocer who had a chattel
mortgage thereon, and so without leaving a
family or any pro'ierty, he was buried. There
was no estate and accordingly no executor.
Meanwhile the goods shipped over our road
lay in the freight house, t!r;ro being 1:0 on--

to deliver them to. I notified the shipper of
the situation end he replies by saying that
our company must keep the goods and that
he will hold us responsible therefor.

"I had a traveling man try tu get ?S5 out
of us fordumago done to a pair of very rare
and fine window curtains. 5amago done, as
he claimed, by snow melting through his
sample case, which had been carelessly
dumied in a snow bank by one of our bag-

gagemen, and so staining the curtain."."
"Had tho sample case been so dumped;"
"Possibly. At least we didn't disputa that

feature of tho claim. AH we asked w as that
ho present a receipt from his employers
showing that ho had paid them, as he
claimed, tho $S5 for damage done, and which
ho had to make good to his firm. He failed to
produce the receipt, ami so, of his own voli-

tion, the caso was dropped.
"Another case came from a man who put

in a claim for ?5 for new castings and freight
thereon, and $2.00 for labor in putting them
into a stove shipped over our road and broken
while in transit. I investigated the case and
found that a leg had been broken out of the
stove and that the man had, instead of get-

ting new castings, paid a villago blacksmith
$1.50 tor riveting tho old leg back in its
place. No new casting had b:?en bought, 110

freight hatl been paid, and tho entire cost to
him had been less than 'J. Yet ho claimed

7.50 from us.
"We had another case where one ef our

agents delivered some freight with an ex-

pense bill calling for eleven cases of goods.
But ten cases 'showed up,' and the parties to
whom tho goods were delivered, while they
seemed surprised at the deficiency, at once
explained that the missing case contained
'books, a silk dress and more books.' That
was their very indefinite inventory, and they
stuck to it ouitefirmlv. Invest fgal ion showed
that but ten cases had been shipped, that our
agent had made a mistake 0:1 his way bid
and so on tho expense bill, and liuaily that
the people at last eoinessed that they hadn't
lost so much as a tin spoon of their house-

hold goods shipped."
SOLD AT AUCTIOX.

'What becomes of 'lost freight' now
claimed?"

"We sell it at auction. It seldom has a
value except to the rag cud junk dealers. ( f
course wo sell packages according to the way
in which they are billed. Wo cannot toll r. s

to their value. Once in a while a purcha se:-get- s

nicely taken in. I recollect at one cf
our sales we got 13 for a large crate bili-- d

'crockery.' A well known physician was the
purchaser, and when tho crate was opened it
was found to contain a lot cf plaster of purls
images, such as Italians peddle about tho
streets."

"Worth 05, perhaps, to one of those ped-

dlers?"
"Possibly, but not worth five cents to the

doctor. Once in a while, however, a good
deal may be made. I recollect we sold a con-

signment billed 'two boxes and one barrel of
dust.' It brought $1.50, and when opened
tho barrel contained Paris green and the
boxes held two dozen packages of a patent
insect powder. I understood that tho pur-
chaser sold tho lot to a wholesale druggist for

0. Another box billed as '01:0 box of sun-

dries' sold for 3, and when opencel by an ex-

pressman who bought them the 'sundries'
were found to consist of a very complete out-

fit of cutlery samples fifteen or twenty
pocket knives, a dozen razors, several pah-- s

of shears and scissors, two or three carving
. sets and a variety of case knives. The name
of tho manufacturers was, of course, found
on the goods and tho expressman, by corre-
spondence, returned the goods to the manu-
facturers and received therefor a stJj cheek'

"Does the income from the sale of un
claimed property eomo near meeting the cost
of tracing up lost freight ?"

"No, but in the avoidance of well based
claims by tho exercise of greater care in
handling freight and in the exposure cf

l fraudulent claims, the system itself more
than pays. Now look here."

Just then a brakeman from a train which
had just arrived entered the "lost freight"
office bearing in his arms an old umbrella,
worth perhaps fifty cents, and a good willow
basket, in which was a badly mussed lunch, a
button hook and a pair of soiled cutis.

That's the way it goes," saitl the agent.
"Now it is probable that somebody will call
for this basket w or r.ext dv.y, but
the umbrella is a fixture until sold at auc-
tion.'" Detroit Free Press.

AVages of a Japanese Tarni llaud.
Au unskilled Japanese farni hand, accord-

ing to a correspondent who writes from Hi-og- o,

receives enly from live to ten cents a
day for bis labor, and out of this smiti! turn
lie is expected ta buara hiuis-eh"- . Shiiled
farm labor commands from ten to fifteen
cents a day. 2Ccw York Evening World.

The Eales c f diamonds ia ICew York ar cs--
1 tlmated to foot up $00,000,000 a year.
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