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AMERICAN TRAITS.

We Aro n l’nnplo of llnmagulen and Frof-
ligate Spendthrifts.

Two of our national characteristics are

going to preserve the equilibrinm of these

blossed United States.  Inthe fist place

TWO

the American love of danger, in the see-
o ]i!:u‘l' the American indifferenee to
T, Few Americans, who are the

mowt reckless of mortals, are only happy
when tempting fate ordaring Providdence
through some medinm of mental excite-
ment and personal danger, It will be
convinee future historians of
us 13 a race that we did not prefer rid-
ing on a can of dynamite to reposing on
an innocuons down eushion.  The love of
self preservation which is implanted in
an secms to e entirely subservient to
the love of peril in the average Amweri-
cat. A rather nervous individual re
cently assured me that the tremor which
assailed him when he first began tnlr.n‘-l
on the elevated railroads in New York
always added a zest to his ride, .unl when
custom wore away that feeling he was
quite wretched.,

“What did vou wish should happen to
vou?” I asked, to humor what I believed
to be an aflectation,

“Just what did happen the other day,
he responded, with a slight shirug of his
shoulders.  *I wanted to be in an acel-
dent. T never have been in an acculent
and T have done some pretiy risky things.
It is probably the same feeling that nn-
pols a boy to skate on thin ice, walk on
peaked fences and scoot across a railroad

track when the engine's coming, My
theory is that hali of the great inven-
tions are the results of innate reckless-
ness, The inventor of electricity way
have been a thinker, but he was a boy
first! And do yon believe a tinid woman

would ever have dreamed of building an
L road? She hkes it now she has got i,
for the gentler sex ara proverhial for

rushing in where angels fear to tread,
amd who among  your acquamntances

would hesitate to cross the ocean in four
days if any means could be invented to
coindense the voyage to these brief di-
mensionss?’

The fact is, this person is thoroughly
Amevican. We do lilie to be scared.  As
to thessecond characteristic, the indifTer-
ence to home, we shall never bo anything
but roamers. Perhaps as Americans be-
conie more and more imbued with for-
eien customs they will eultivate the *‘an-
cestral hall’” feeling and throw out those

roots which must cline to the hearth-
stone where their fathers have sat before

them. The American constitution, the
laws of this happy country, are not ex-
actly in accord with family roof trees,
however much they may be with the
venestlogical specimens, but why a
as a rich man has builded himself a palace
and filled it with treasures he wants to
ol ot and build another is unaccouat-
able. save that, being American, he can-
not help himself,

It is not merely the unrest of posses-
sion that seizes him. e is impelled by
a love of change, that natural fickleness
which makes him dissatistied with that
particnlar side of the street or the archi-
teetural plan of certain rooms. and so in
a brace of years the palace is to let fur-
rished or it 18 in the market, and milord,
vith his family, wanderinz in the four
nuarters of the globe.—Boston Herald.
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What Physicians and Lawyers Earn.

Says a west side pliysician: **Probably
the most lacrative medical practice in
Chicago is worth about $23.000 a vear.
That is the best the most .‘.ailt.tl'ﬂ-flll phy-
sicinn in Chicago ecan do. Doctors do
not earn as much as luwyers. 1 mean
the successful ones. I suppose there are
a dozen or more lawyers in town who
make more than $23,000 a year, and a

score or so enjoy an income of from
£15,000 to 820,000 a year. You can

count on the fingers of your two hands
the number of doctors making $10,000 a
vear, One of them is a colored man,
whose practice is largely among white
people.  Yet the average earnings of the
phy=icians of the city pu-h.:.l ly exceed
the u\'vr;l_f_,_*c arnings of the lawyers.
The -age in both professions is start-
]”.--i\: lu\\' probably not toexceed 51,000,
There are hundreds of zood openings for
physicians in the growing country of the
west, but young men persist in (In"'m"
to the city, where many of themn eke out
an existence on an income of $300 or
2400 a vear, wailing for something better
to turn up.’'—Chicago Herald,

IRussian Cities® Fire Department.
The smme precautions against five are
taken in Moscow and St. Petersburg to-

day that were in mse a century ago.
Seores of fire towers are evervwhere
seen. They run up about seventy-five to

100 feet, arve built like a lizhthouse, with
vinding stairway, and have a platforin
all around the top, where the watcliman
wa.rc-ln day and night. If a fireis dis-
covered a signal i3 given and the fire de-
partment turns out, 1t was only recently
that St. Petersburg, the capital, with
hundreds of miilions of governmment prop-
erty, secured a steam fire engine.  And
that is a poor, old fashioned affair. The
hand enzine does service there yet, as in
most other cities in the empire. When a
fire hreaks out the streets are eleared for
such a department display as an Ameo-
ican town would make: people go wild,
talk loud, get in the way, and when the
fire burns out the depurtment goes back
to watch the towers for another signal.—
Moscow Cor. New Orleans Times-Domo
crat.

New Passenger Coaches.
“IWe don’t like to put new passenger
said an old
Asked for a reason
he said: < Through passengers have a baid
of putting their feet on the new
plush, spoiling itin a very short time.
We always run  the new coaches in the
local service for about a vear and then
they are in about theright “shape for long

|

trips. Passengers going a short distance
don’t have that inclination o elevate |
their feet that other pecple have, and

usuaily the cars are too full to turn over
the seats. " —Duflalo News.
Foot zud Meter.
According to Mr. E. G. Ravenstein,

the English foot is used as the standard |

of length by countries having 461,000.000
inhabitants, the meter by 347,001,000
people, and the Castilian foot by 5.9‘.'-1. -
000, Denmark and Russia are the only

countries in continental Europe which

l
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The floating gardens on Fivess are
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