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To an oiillnnry cilcrver nothing roull m

more coniiiio:ip!M. I fhao Kemp-o- u, a ilocropit
Unix np'.lov fur a vil a-- lyin; on tliecoant
of Main.?, i'ropf rljr niwakiiiK, however, no

a'iM t'anU utterly cmnmonj'lnce, with itt
wig s; ion of i lie mystery of tbe sea, the liipn,
tbe Milors wb i have boen in far landii. tbe
ffllrniMiea of ' unwritton . traR'MlitM on every
turn I. Bu amon waii lo villag e K;inptn
wa'. sur,lj (lui; euou th, and ilry enough, and
Uf-li- a eiiu:;b an if the nea wind-- , lot I micked
its vitality, leaving it em ity an 1 lailidand
juicolesn, like thu cockle belb which bleached
upoti its in ly

Yet 'i hud one peculiarity which
mnrkit.l it an K.niilar anions all New Eng-
land town. Its ono church Htood
Ktn k and dol fiil upon th hiil at
w1kw f.-i- t lav th rotting wharves: and
back from lM chtirch Nt e 'd t!ie
clnirchyar I in which th i lv n tti doa i took
their lonjj refiof scarce. y mora innnot mntu
tba:i thoir c o "le.is livei. The Hevtnii, dijf-Ki- ii

biioir 1 ist ivtttinx-pl- t In tbe'inhrey
loim. mibt look far till iw ir l tbe sea
whence tb ;y ha I wn stcd from the Krudiii
wati in a hcanty sulxiintcniv; and the dead
v ivcH, if ) be th it their ears were yet
neiiti nt, tii'""'it lie at n'.it an 1 ar blow
tlie b! tt of t:H-- waves which afar had rolled
over the unmarked KravM of-- their sailor hus-Utnd- s.

To an 1 fru am a th Ta-- s jrowii
iii'MiikIh tho sextoa went duily, tpiito ul

of being lIw uniou ' featureof Kenip-to- u

by b dongin; to the weaker sex. With
iiiiuM'Uliue Htr. ie and con-b- bun is, her un-
kempt l.jclu blown by the halt winds, tbe
woman went her way an 1 did bcr work with
a islead and a vigor whic.i might have
put to a ue many a man idling ubont the
bout mi lor tli i hi.l. Slio w w n jt an olJ
w i nan not evon raidd.e au !, exw t with
the a; of t il an 1 sor-i-o-

but tbe weather-beate- n face,
hi stooping bhouMcig, tind the

r.ulitl hair made bur whhh o d. To look at
her, it mas dilliculc to iealize what her youth
ouiid b iv boon like, or to call up any im ge
of sweet or gracious maidcuhood ' in whicil
he could have sharo.1.
It was a Rray Nov.-in'oo- r day. 1 ho white-irii- i-

made doubly black the dai k v a ves of
t io Itay, and the bUter wind blew freshly
lliroiigh the withered grans and sltibb.e,
.tbising t'r.e fadd leaves over Ke uptou bill
.inlil Ihey m-h- e I about tlio old m jetiiig-notiM- e

like a Hi ;ht of terrified wiU-iK-s- . A
.Uauer was driving slowly up tbe ro-o- l from
lie next town iu uu open carriage, an 1 as be
a:iiu to the top of the hill ho drew rein be-

fore (ho chtux'tf an J a out him.
il.'u Kaze wan not that of one who

he scene for tbe first time. Ho azod
lowu at the irregular houses under
:hu hill, cuddled like fribu-ne.- 1 and
w. ak-k:its- sin ej i. He looked over
cbo t.'V7 t tho light bouse, looming
. ha-- 1 1 1 l white a a. list the dark c i and
iky. itls pi uica look' in a.l the details of th )

.ictnrt, cpH a'ld joyless, devo d alike of
vaunt h or color. He shivered aud BihoJ,

Iiis brows dr opin more beavdy yet over
! is 1'iirK', piercing eyes and then lurucd bid
uze to obJiH.'U nearer at baud.
Close by was the stari: church, with

r .ither-beate- ii steeple, wherein ha.f a dozeu
turaLious of Ke.u.iMa wonwa, the men,

lor most part, beiuj at sea, had worshiped
; be power of the storm, praying mora for the
scape from eviiof the uhseut ouas than for

ioil to themselves. B.yoal tue church ap-mai- -e

1 tlu nVrft hoa lstou of the graveyard,
Cjj g..! id s'opn; avi so rvpidly that
..ale uiDi-- e tha i che Q.-s- s ro:r of slate 8 nbi
w s vis.b:e fr.iin the street. YVitii anotuor
shiver ill'. Far isvvortii (for by thit name
u.' ?nJema.i piayod bis part u;; t lid
worl.i a star ), got dowa fro n hii caniao,
i.sfeu:d bis horde, and walk ad toward

.u stones, whose heeled cherubs
erad at bim through their moss with a uia-oli- c

and snifter mirthfu'uoss.
As Air. Faru .worth o.kj.ij 1 thj sagging nud

nip wuted gi.te of the enclo-ure- , he
iware that thj place wa.j iut empty. Toe
i.al and shi.u:ders or a hu.uaii lie.ng were

- i iliic half-wa-y down the h 11, partially ob-,- i:

e i by the dull-red.ii- sh heap of eaith
.rowii up from a pa.taHy-da- g grave.
iho visitor nia-l- Ills' way down the irregu-

lar path, so stvp as to be almost like a rude
thrill of sta.rs, aiKi, as he neared the worker
le suddenly perceived, with some.hiog'of a
h!ck. that the grave-tiigj;- er was a woman.

e wo: k d as if familiar wih her tasii a
a in i nattered bat pJ.h-- l book t'roui her

lo. e eA t, over whi-.r- he' fa led hair
strag-'.e- in cjut.is.j.i, aud across
wiucu certitiu grimy streaks bore wit-
ness that sue. tutil uot etc id the primal
curse, but labored in the swat of her brow.

K.cuipto.r pecd.iarity iu the mart r of its
sexton bad not comj to the s.:an;or be-.-o

e, although he ones had kuown the
v.liage l:fe soinewoat intimato.y. lie
re,u.dod the vvomn with a dulie curi--

v to SC(S wbat s ie was like a.id whether
iwivhanca be bad ever known her. He
liaused as be ueaivd her, res. big one nicsrly- -

((love.1 baud u.-on- a t.l; I stouo which por-petua-

d tin me.nory a. id recjde I tho vu---

tueo ox a capt liu wn. reiosel in some cadi
cove under the uorlueru seas. S uu sliglit
s .u.i-- 1 caug.it the ear of the sj.t i, w.o
until then had nut pj.veiVijJ his a.jproah;
she looke.1 up at han sjoiid.y, an J o--s stoddly
lo ked down again, coaau aiu; lur wjr
w.tliout iiiterrupdori. If t iera re naia id any
con piousness of thj str a.i 5 in Oi h :r v.joa-patio- n,

or if th ;re sc.rr j J aay wi.nnU
shame t Iw obwrve I, th3 were bitraye 1 by
00 0.1 1 ward si;n. 8h) thro.v up tue dill-yello-

earth at thj tjjc ot taj njw-cj.n- r

as ini.n ivj I u. if sin hil sail . ily thi
dwellers in Uw graves as co.npauioas of hjr
labor.

"Don't you find thi rather hard
work, my icood womai.'"' thi ge.1tJj.11aa
imjiirfed at lcii;th, more by way of
breaking tiie s.leiiiw than fro.u aay oiiecial
in.erest.

Ae.sn th sstiii returaeJ im.iuslvdly,
"it's bird en lugl!."

"It is r ituer unusual work for a womaa,
too," he said.

To this very obvious remark sh return
no answer, a sto:ii t whih sh h 1 co n J iu
herdigiui-einiu- j tv absorb ill bi;r attrit-
ion. tlJri u leart ied th olts cle with so na
d.ffloulty, seiz xl it with her rough bands, and
turew it up at the f ft of the strau ,er, who
watched it with tlkit idle interest wlucu labor
UgU in the tnco.icened observer.

you always do thi woi-jj?- " Farns-- .
worth ase.l at length.

"Ves," was tho lac.mic return.
"But tho old sextonJoe Oidujwet is he

goner"
Thj woman looked up with simt int-are-;t

ul this iu 1. cation that tiieothsrhal sum:
piw.ous acq'.iaiitanee with Kemp ton aud its
.eopla. Sue did not, however, stop ber

labor, as a man would probably have done.
Yts,'' she said. "HeV buried over yondar

there beyon I the binxiocks."
The gentleman chan jed his position ua--

a.-il-y. Some ubtile uisq.iietude had arisen
ic disturb his serenity. The .wind rustle I

uiournfuliy among tue dry leaves the peb-- :
bles raibed against the spa.lc of tba grave-.-,

liggej , iirea-sin- g the soiubrenes-- s of a s.'ea
. U.eh m gh. easily a.Toot 0.10 at ail roseepti

h.e to outward lit suca aa atmos-:i.'i- e

a en,.t.ve u.dure uot frequently
m (vt Uiiu, itelujg of uureai.ty, as n

deal in? with soen and creaturei of the Im-

agination rather tbaa with aotuiJiti; and
Fanisworth, wha!evcr tlio delUucy of his
mental fibre. wa ownst ioua of suet a sense at
tha mo-iynt- t Ut hafcou'! to speak aain,
as if tiki sound of his own voic j w ere nwdod
to nssura hiuA of VUa gbraaiMeas of tiw Mi

LaX how long haa he been dealT te
BslrL "Aud "oja daiivrtur; what buuarrto at
barf

The grnve-- d ser strai ,'htencl horself
to her fu 1 luight, bra-.hin- g back ber
winSVo vu bar with oae grimy laud, shs

. . . . ..r . I .l.i., 1 r. lti.M.nil'. I U.. it'-- - iaij ici '.-- M "- -

wire Jix - l -- 'i th 1 qu- -' tiouei's face.
said.4ivii:ii.i.'W iHJi a It inn wen

. . . .. 1 . 1 Mt

. 4

for you to ui&La Lcr out now, If it long
slmju."

Is sh here rtilir FarniworUi pci-s!sto-

ifnorin her qiintion.
"Yin." ih-- j sexron sudd'-ul- y sinking

tck Into tbe un.luuihe I grave as a frig'itenod
Auiinal ni ght retn-a- t into itudan. "xot;sbo
live in tho old plaoo."

"Alon r - '
"Her and the w."

j He rccuibl a step, a if lle uiritlon of a
child startled or re-llo- Inn. Y et to a close
observer it m:ght liave ftmuttl as if ho were
making au effort to press her with further
qu If so, bis Ciurnge di I not prove
uMcieut, and be watched in sil mre wbilu

the woman before him went sttri-lil- on with
ber arduous work. however, he
a Ivamtsra jaiii toward t ie edg.' of the pit.
Ahieh was rapi .ly approaching com-pli'tio- n

under ber lamiliar lulxn-- .

"Siioii d 1 tind ber ut homo ut thii timoT
lie i.i'iiucd. "'Or woal I sJio bo out at
workf

".She's out, most likely," was tlrn reply.
"Kliii'd b at bo no alon? about sundowu."

Faruswor.b linore l iiiesolutely a moment
or two, as if 1 ho. e wore in:iny things con-criiii-

which he could wish to ak; but, as
tho woman gave buu n eiicourageni?nt, he
turul at last and climbed the slippery,
ragged path up to the chirxli, uutetbeivd
bis horse, and drove slowly down tho bill to
ihe Village.

f.'up'n Nat Horsey was Just coming, out of
the vibage store, an l to him Fanisworth a

an inquiry where be might iiud
shelter for biuiso.f and horse.

"Well," the cap'u responded, with the de-

liberation of a man who has very little to
say and h.s whole life Ui say it in, "well, I
bmno b,it ye might get a chance with W'id- -

ler Bemis, an' I dun no as ye conll; but
there ain't 110 harm trying, as I kn ws of."

Further inq liry regarding the where-alion-ts

of the domicile of tho Widow Iiemls
led to an oiler on th part of Cap'n llersey to
act as pilot to that haven. He declined, how-
ever, to take a seat iu tho bu.;gy. The cap'n
lia I his own opinion of land-vehicle- A
man might with perfect assurance trust him
self in a boat; b it, for his own part, the
ap'ii ha 1 110 faith in thoso dangerous struct-iit- s

which roam about with uothiug better
ban dy l uid under the 111. He waliced along

by tho side of thu c irriag-j-, cjnv-.irsi- uffa-bl- y

with. the stranger under hiscouv y.
"Isn't it 11 ( irr uot.ou to have a woman

for a sexton Farns worth asked, as they
wendi.'il aloag.

"Well, yes," th cai'n roturnel reflect-
ively. "Yes, it is sort of curious. Ft4ks
mostly speak of it that comes here. It is
curious if ye look at it that way. But it all
come about as natural as a liarnacle 011 a
keel. Old Sexton Gnniwot kept getting con-
siderable f ..t-b- l , aud Delia she took to help-
ing hi. 11 With his work. She was sort of
cut oft from folks, as ye may say,
owing to having a baby and uo father
to show for it, au ) shj naturally took
to heaving anoh r alone, or leastways along
with tho ol 1 m ill. An 1 when the old man
was taken dawn with a l.anguishmeut, she
turno 1 to anl did all his work for bim
having gradually worked into it, as you tuay
say.

The cap'n pawed to recover from his
astonishment at having been Ijetrayd into
so long a Bpeech ; but us the stranger bad the
air of expecting him to coatiuue;"he presently
went on again:

"There was them that wauted her turned
out when old Orimwet died. Some qaid a
woman of that chain t r had.i't ought to
huve no connection with the church, even 10
digging- - its graves. Bat Parson Eaton he
was good for 'em I've always noticed that
whim these p tons m.-- get their regular ma 1

op th?y fnost generally have things their
own way, ani he 'em a sermon
nlont the Samaritan woman, and Mary
Magdalene, and a lot ru ore of them dis-
reputable scriptura women-folk- s, an 1.

though he never meatione 1 Delia by name,
they all knew what he was driving at, au .

they wilta.L 'Twos a pitiful sigat to see thj
girla-d- i rging he.-ow- n father's grave up tbcra
.de and To n Tob y an I Z : ias Fjjtou took
hold aud ti i h-- d it fnc ha.'.

They moved on in siljnes a'm;unfnt or twa
Farnsworth's grzo was fixed upon th.! dark-inin- g

hay, anl nj loa iniiivo ;:iij I his
20inpauion; bat th la.t r sj j.i aguo to i u
uis na-rati-

"'i'wa--i w;ll th3 iarsa stl up or D.Oe.
too; wo.nj is s cu .sj I hard on eio'i
oL!i t. They w r.i'd a'thV I 'tthj irl live, I i3-li.'v- e.

I always 'vsraof noilt 1 tbere w.iru'f
10 h um in Djle. Som3 city ch ip sot ti'e

b tter of her. S'le n.'ver was tv but
she was a.vfal oraity; .a id I 11 vjr U'lievjd
b rj was aa has' n in At a iy ra.e. siie

d gs a grave a wjl. a: 1 m 1 1, a.i I I guess
the: 11 that's iu V.a d a'j liy awake uoue
tainking wjo tuclti I m in."

The b muf tiia iVi 1 w Beaiis was by this
ti:ii9 reuc-h- 1, a 1 1 thit estiuia'ole laly, who
in the sum.nir fu.'aisho I accomino lations to
a bixanler wiien ver that rare ble.-4-ii- was to
be secured in Kem iion, readily undertook
tbe charge of Afr. Fa;nswortn and ms hor
for the night. The lat.er was given iuto th."
care of her dauhte, fo.- - ta-- j freq lent

ot the 111 ).i ha I acviiito u i t ta d 1 mol
of Ke npto.-- i to t .io3 labors wuich in inland
villiges are mire i'riue:itly left to tbir
brothei-s- ; and F ir.a ;wo.-t-h olT toarj
t.ie wharves, leaw.i t u W.d .v B in s ani
Cap'u Hersoy in an agony of curiosity iu d

to hi us.df nu 1 h.s erra id.
. Whatever m.y have been Farnsworth's
feelings at the discovery that the daughter ot
the dead sexton an 1 the woman of whom he
had askrd ti lings of her wera identical aa 1

they most have u both Jeep an I strong
ne had given no outward sign. But now the
settlin' of nis brows, anl tue uiscj liet
apparent in hii eves, bstrayod his in.vird
conflict. He ;troiljl out upon one ol
thu rotting .wharves, ab ut which the
tide 1 app d in mo lrnful iteration,
folded his arm) upon a breast-hig- h post a. id
stood gazing sea wa d.

The retrospect wiiich occupied his mind
wa scarely more hceii'ul than the gray scene
w hich spread b.fora hi eyes. How awful are
the corpses of .la 1 sins wuich memory cast:-up- ,

as the s.---a it- victims - The betrayal of t
woman is a ghastly thing when one looks back
upon it stripte.l of the garlanis uu I euchant
m nt of i:issj i anl tern taii n; and to
Farnsworth, with the i.nage fres 1 in his re
membrauce of the faded, earch-stainj- d wo
man digging a grave upon the bla.ik hiil-si- d

the fault of his you on seemed an incrediu.-dre-

11 which only stubborn and - stiugiu
memory oiiverte-l into a pcciib.lity. Are
trospect is apt to be essentially a plea for' seb
against coa science; bat in his glo-ooi-y ravory
Furnswoi Ui found scaut excuse for tut tvei--

e had made of the life or Delia Grimwet He
1 id goue away, married, an I lived honired
1 id prm.ierous. . He would have for-.otte- n,

had uot some - nobility of
as nature With the stub
:rna8s of his race, he had fought
1 :ig and determinedly against his conscience,
btit he ha I been forced to yield at last. The
lcath of bis w to wiiom he had beea ten-
derly attached, had at ouce left him free to
make such reparation as might still be- possi-
ble, and hail softened bim as only sharp sor-
row can. Ue had come to Kempton with the
determination of lia ling-Didi- an I of doing
whatever could bo dune, at whatever coat to
himself.

He ha 1 boon uuprepared, however, for the
woman he foand. be b id left a fresh, beau-
tiful youuj gii'I; ten years had trau -- fornjed
her iuto a rep lUlru old woman. Uu had uo
means of adeq lately uiooau ing the foi-- c ; of
the s.orais of and ixiveriyaad soitow
which hai upmD lia Grimwet in the
yearn that had made of hiia the cultured,
delicately-nurture- d man he was. What man
vt' appreciated th woe of tha wuman be

betrays uia.o 1, waa mea ure has a man of
thu sovrow of any wonta F4rn-iwurl- i

hai paiarully to a'jusf b:iuaii' n
a condition of afCaii-- s for - which
be should h'ive ' U en jin-j- - .iei,
y t which wbicb took hira absoiute!y by

He lingered upon the hlea'-- t wba'f. nnnon-sc-io'is- 'y

he object, of iii'irh mil i V -

tive until the twilight be.01 to i all- -

boJy," be sbw!: oflThU palnfTil ubsirocxioii,
and turned his steps toward tho path, oiue
well known, which led to tbe home of Delia
Oeimwet. It s.rnl to him, as bo aud a
brief instant with bis hand upon tlio old
knocker, as if nothing here bad changed iu
ton years. The sunlight won d have show 11

him, traces of ,- but lu'fWtiiitheriiig
I dusk thu bouso itejjiied a j mil I I phaiitoui from

the past, unchaiigod but lifeles .

Bit his knock at once din'ro.ye 1 all f"Ii-sion-

s.nco it Hiiinnionod the w.iiufin wbo bv
ouge 1 not at all to tin- - at which liercuicin-- b

but the pitiful and too tangible pres-ii- t.

She held her guM'-riii- g candle 110 w .th
out a wor I. au I, having i leutitUsl bim, made
uim, wj. hmt sM'king. 11 s.gual toeuter.

I When Farn-wort- h had lelt her in theafter-- ;
noon' I Mia airiehsl in the bottom of the

I grave she w.is di ;ging, her Hrst feeling b'in
I sn iiiireAKoniiig desire for coucea 111 ut. tjlie

tlnu;lit she sliou.d reinaiu ptscive it the
si lew of the pit coll ipsed utul burieil hor. li
die o'd days Imfore hi-- r liy tvrts Imi'il s'ae lui 1

tin uight after nigii- - oat on tao ol I wharves,
rav ing for courage to drown her olf.

Alter the child came, h- -r bs-ii- u s change I,

m i she longed oll.y to e Mp an I to take her
on away from the seoni a d s ." li 1 aiacj

vhieh stirro'in Isl the 11. Uriel aa ly she h id
com hardened: l.ers w is o of llios eo.a-1101- 1

na'urus' to which custom au I pains aro
piubs, mere. fully dallingall snsilii iries.

To-i'a- v tilt apiieara.ic-- of her b :rayer In I

evivitiutl all the old imp e sion-- , ail fr a
noinent soeaied to trnnsp irt h-- r to the early

duys when her anguish u us vv. Tue kcou-rs- .

pangs of sorrow stubbl her afresh, an I

lived aguiu the bitter iiio.neiits of her sia
and shu ne.

But habit It? strong, and r y
the fading t romiudel tlies'-xt.-- Hint her
work was st ill unfinished, anl that Widow
iVttigrove, who was past all i u thiy tribuia-iio- n.

mui have her last bo I ( rojuired. wliat,
ever the woe of th.t living woman who
worked at it with t:e nb'in r ban Is an I as

'sHti.iii as if a d moa In 1 ciati-h.f- l hur lv tli
throat. Yt;t work was not uiiiuercifol; it
bio ;ht some reli if, sin:-- e it served ti d..uto
the thought wh ch rushed diz '.yiugly to l.er
brain, au I by the ti ne her toil wascoaip t d
she was steadier. When she ooened the iioor
to Farnsworth she was not un'iae. her u il
sUdid self. Sir- - ierceive.I at a glance th it he
had learned whosli was. ail she h I, in
a blind, achiug waf that he ha 1 not
his pre-eiK--e to the iieignb .rs, thus lo re-

awaken all the olJ stinging Uigiit of bitter
woi'ds.

Farnsworth followo.1 D.-li- a into eu,

with mt even thos'j greo'.iugK
which' habit ren lers so involuntary that
only in the mor-- t poignaat mo.nen's are thpy
disregarcle.l. Willi their past Ut.veen then,
it was not easy to break the silence. Farn.v
worth seafid himself, aud ties wo nan stoo l
regirding him. There was in li'ir attiui le
all the questioning, the a my, of her years
of su.Tering. Her wrongs anl her sorrows
gave her a dignity bef uv which he shr nli as
he could not have qiiai'ed un ter the mo.,t
withering reproaches. te,a:ever words lit
would have so!ien an 1 no mm can eo ne
deliberately to s-- important a crisis widi- .ut
formulatiug, even if unconsciously, I he plea
which his self-ilefeu- will irake were r

gotten, or seemed miserably inadequate now.
What were words to this woman, pallid and
worn before her time with - privatio 1.

anuuish and unwomanly toil? Thecontru.t
between his rich aud care I nl . dress and her
coarse garb, lietween his whire hands nud
her 'knotted liugei-s- , between his hi-- h bred
pale face and her cowed, weather lieaten
countenance, was too violent not to be ap-

parent to theai both ms if they were iu
some strange way merely speeui.orslo .kiin
dispassionately at this vvret.-he- meeting o
those who had once been p.a- - .ionate lovers.

With each: 1110 nent the ' silence beea in-m- ore

oppressive: yetaseaeh moment drag- - l

bv it iKH-.am- e more difficult to break th still-

ness. Only a man utterly devoid of remorse
or feeling could have framed ii;kjii his to ue

comaioiiplace phrases at such . 11 lime. It
seemed to Farnsworth as it h wue b:oa.!i:
to ju Igmeiit liel'o e the w.10 e universe. iii
throat iHH-am- Uiehed. lb- - lone.1 to haw
the candle an I the ll.inii llh keriug 111 ii

old li.Vjilaee go out to dark-ies.-- ' u:td l.iUe
from his siiiht the Nein sis that coui;oni.l
him.

lie broke the silence at la-- t with a ery :

"Ah. my (i.l. Dea.i' What ha ve i do
Siie wavered il- - s ,e s:m..1. p:fiu :i"

tier hand as it leaehi 1; for su p .it. Tii.v
she half staggere I laii o il :no a ci'-iir- .

"There is nothing I can su '" Fari.s o'T--

went ou veneni 'iitly. "There is no: o.n.'l
can do! I clinic h av dr-a:ni- n.: ol i..a '.a
reparatioti bat there is no ivj.:i.a:::i i a
uliKe. There is n. 111 n : nat ch.i ,

nothiig that -- tl. u ! lni i h e.

one to yo.l. Oa. 111 lioi! Iivv luu- - !

dreamed it woul I be h;;e tm !''

"No." she said s.o.vly, .d nost stiij i i..v .

"uo.hing can undo .t.'
" v by lo you uot" u-'.- l me''' Le Isjg.'iM.

Why"
Bui. the woids ibal;e.l hiai t ;v.

were spoken. He bll. nl oi- - iace in his ha i .s,
aild auaiu they were it Wnat the wo- -

Diau t..is woman who.-a- l sever bee 1 :'i.!e

to tuaik much, even 111 her lest day.. :;:i.l
wiso now" w ns blunt d and diil.ed :i iri.l 1.

S.lipidlty wll.it s.ie felt ill t..ose buter 111

meuts, who can tell '. The man's Mini was .1

uui'iit of wad regret a;.d 1m.1vai.ing
while sue waited mi for hiuiti-e-

k.
But." Farnsworth said at length, a new

;dea seizing biiu, "out the our cuild, Delia:.
I'be boyf"

A shuddenug seized hor. TJna?ed to
iviag way t her emotions. sb

.vls torn by 1 er excite! feelings ahiiost
tM the verge of convulsions. She cluteiieu
1 Le u.aiis of her chair and her teeth to
sittuer. Iu her iuc.l.. rent attempts a
Mioughl. as he bail delve.l aaiou hergritve.s.
theie had occurred to !. h )ossit.iii-- i!'-- '

the father might some time tnke his t hfld
from her. Now thi fear possessed h.r like a
physical epilepsy. . .Twice she trie 1 to siak,
and only emitted a gurgling so iu 1 i;3 if
straa jliug. He sprang toward hrr, bat a
sudden repu'sion gave ber self-co'atro- L She j

put out her hands 03 if to war I hi.n of. I

"Oh, my boy, aiy b-i- " she cried, breaking '

ont into hysterical sobs. "My boy, my boy t ' j

She wruii j her bauds aud twisted tue:n to- -

rrether in lierce contortions which frightened
Farnsworth; but she still would not allow
hjm to approach her. She struggled for
composure, writhing in paroxysms ureadfol
K see.

'Oh, my child:" she cried out, in a tone now
and piercinc; "110, 1:0! Not him! Ob, God!
You cannot have my boy!"

Farnswbrth retreated sharply.
He bad not consi lered this. Indeed, so

different was everything' he found from
everythinj hi hal expjeted that whatever
he had 1 rccoiisi Jered was swept out of exist-
ence as irrelevant. He was confronted with
a catastrophe iu which ic "was neces-ar- y to
judge uneiTingly nn 1 to act instantly, yet
which jaralyzed all his powers by its strange-
ness and its horrcr. Ue gropel his way
itack to his chair and sat down, leaving tba
silence a ?iiu uuhroken save by her coavul-siv- e

b'sathing and his deei-.Iraw- ;i sig'is.
All at once a nsw sound broke in upon

them, and de mo.h t started to her feet.
"ilo is co nin c!" sh i g Tr hoars ily. "I

sent him away, but he has come b .ck. Ila
i

.iiuihl rot ktspaway. my beauti'i-- l Loy.''
Her face was il'umined with a love which

well nigh U-a- flgiirH.1 it. " Tho door was
opened violently, aud tho Loy came rudely
in a ga iat, ro.ig 1 wh lp oi U.i iu.u j'.--

delia it. bold, and cur .oils.
'I knew there was something iin." the

voting rascal observe I. with much
"l kuw w'ij a you seit me olf to

tny all night t tat somebf.ly's funeral was
con :i i' oiX, aud J. wua oouad Td be here tu
we iu"

Nfcituer td'.e inothr por the fatUei retarned
iny misU'ii. O.dinarv teelings ne so ab
so u:fly swt't away that the woman did not
vin ret hi nber U:at sh s'anul 1 haw at- -

TeniT Ted to q 'let and bi ex. :i the h'tiulr.
E en the 111 :r:i ! ri lo w.iich wa.-.ii- uiu-u- !l

have Oi.s':i 1.011b il by th; iini'ivssiou ilia j

iLi'allid ' -- '! t t'Te ir on Imji- iiA -
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