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How [ Found My
I reedom.

Carlotta Parry in Dieorest’s Monthly,

It wum the aftor the funeral, and Dr.
Uraj to wee e He hiad called ut the
house every day for six vears, and habit waa
strong when ufier a little couversation
upon the weatker, a few inguiries about my
Lealth, and a bit of nelghborhood pnews, he
suddenly asked me to be his wifc I was too sur-
priscd to auswer., At last I managed to ask
what in the world he wanted to marry ma for.

“Chiofly, Muargaret, becanse I love you, and
Lecanae I Lave thought that if vou do vot al-
ready, you wmight love me; you sro froe now.™
- *“That's 1t exactly., 1 mmm fres, and for the
firat timie inmy life, and you want to put we in
bonda again. ™

“No, Idon’t. I promise you that you should
have all the freedom you want, and that [
would take the tenderest curo of you.”

“1 don’t want to be taken care of. Aunt Jane

day

Cakiiy

it

maid »he hud tukon care of mo nll wmy life, and
al the ‘ast moment shie womdered what 1 would
do when she wis gone for some one to look

after me. I'vo never had a moment of abso-
lute and vitive frecdom all my life. [ dou't
want to ¢co.uplain, and probably 1 should do
right over again what T bave done, but becauss
in tho varly yomrs obedience to nuthority made
it noceasary, and in Iater years Locause of an
undne sonsa of gratitude, and tender regard
for a sick woman's feelings, 1 Lave beon as
miich in bonds as the verieat slave.  I've gone
bed wihen T wanted to sit up, and risen whon I
wanted to sleep, have eaten when I wasn't hun-
gry the dishes that T didn't like, liave dressod
myself in colors I detested, read aloud till [
was hoarse from Doaxter's Cull when a dime
novel wauld have been a relief, sung when 1
wanted to ery, all for tho sake of 2 woman who
loved mo, bul whose love was tyrauny.

“And you think 1'd do the same!®

“1 dou’t know, perhaps nok You'rs tender
snd kind, I know; but I want to be free; I
want to do Juet as I pleasce a while, Nowif 1
married you I should feel that some slight re-
gard for your opinions and wishes wonld not
unreasonnbly be expected of mo, and I tell von
thut I s determinegd to consider mysclf, Mar-
garct Binclair, aud her wishes and opinions
first, for & while at least, Inshort, dear Dr.
Grny, I am going fo try and  realizo that I am
frec,”

“And what, may I ask, do you propose to do

. . -
with this freedom®®

“I donu't just kuow my=clf. It is said, and
truly, that a race voslaved has to learn to ns=e
ita froedom; so with me. | have not decidad,
andin the very faet that I am free to decide a3
I wish lies a charm.  Perhaps "twould intere ut
you to kuow that T took my brealkfast in hed
this morning, nml that 1 ordered just what I
wanted, and detighted Susau with the excel-
lence of my appetite. Then | put on the dress
I liked best, and even this evening have worn
these red roses at my throat. Do von know,
D, Gray, that I have not worn a rose for five
long \t.l'a" Yon -mttu unud I kpow it vecms a
little thing to yoi.

“You are wrong; it docs not eeem a little
thing. Tam g Ind to see youu with the roses;
:iu-_v are e _"n. you, Margaret: I nnder-
stand and approcicte what your life has been; 1
know what demands have been made T!p()ﬂ
you, and how bravely you have met them. "

‘\0 I have not meét them br nvely; I've
crotly ‘rebelled all the time; I' m achamed
take praize that [ don't deserve”

“Never mind, it is over now, and T am glad;
thongzh, to tell you the trath, dear, I think
that while yon necded thia discipline, it staid
with you. and now it may ba that von need
something differcut: that too will come™

“] den t believe .Il at exactly. It geems to meo
thing I've not had have Leén the very things
I've nee ul‘ll most, Do yon know that a :..u nt
wonder comes over me somelimes as to what
gort of :t woman I wonld have been under dif-
forent civey tances, I try to inmegine inyaclf
how 1 \u.m.-l have looked snd seted and felt.”

“1 know it's old- fu.-*l.mnml nowandays to talk
of discipline, and to beliova thg! we we lad in
ways that we Lnow not of, Torn purpose, butl

do believe it; and when I see you or any one

a0~

10

-«t in places not of your own so =kiog, and
from which yon cannoi in honor or reason goet
away, 1 think that there s a memming in lt be-
Yo onr aacling Tane may make it Pat."l!"
if not time, then eternity; 1 do not believe that
it s -r'hl\- to make yonr annt comfortable
and contenfed—thongh "she was really neit

that vou have been kept by ber side so0 lon

“Yery well, thero onghlit to be somo campen-
sation, and e thaps my diseiplins is what
makes meo sy Saweet,” 5 ‘ly Dr. Gray, I heard
Mis= Smith suy that sbe, mepning me, was
‘just as sweet as she could be,” and I've had no

ambition to be elisred with the saccharine
order of women., 13 vou \\uhdm\\ your pro-
posal, air, upon heariug thats

“\n N iy
withdraw the "Nu

“I cannet.  U'vothad diseipline ¢nough, you
safd: what should 1L marry you for??

“May be 1 need discipline

""w(!“ it elsewhere, thon lln uot to bﬁ in-
veizled ont of my fu edom vet.™

“By and by, thien®

“pDr. Gray, yon remember Lawrence Huil-
binrt®

“Yes.®

“ T wag engagad to him oneo, and T loved him,
and l m afraid I have not r;'nfe ceased to love
hino

=If he comes back to”
f]'t " Pt

“Thou I shiell know.”

“And yon will tell me; np, you will not,
1 =hn!l not peed tolling; T 2hall know.”

Then we walke! down the lou ath to the
gute. I gitliered s handfnal u? 1@ choicost
Howers for hin, but as we parted he tnu-*hod
the ro=e at my Thr at and soid “Give me this,”
and Tdid.  We leaned on the gute in quite the
"nshion of \'un wople, 50 1 said to him, at
ghich he fau i..luu then he asked, “How old
are vour™
[ answered

remains ;s but can't you

a.—

you now that you are

far

him nnhesitatingly and a8

fran 'y asif ho bad asked my Chrstian name,
ni ' osing he dil not kuow it already. “I am
thirty-oue years old, Dr. Gray:too eold, 1
kaow, to Irul as nbsnidly vonug as Tdo.  You
voc | don't foal as if 1'd roally lived any yet,
snd T want to live a fall life,”

“tod gennt yon may," and then and

thore in the gathe ring twilight ho leaned over
sud hissed me, and in o minnte more he was
e,

* Then I went into the house and sat down
enid thought about it It had never crossed
my mind that Dr. Gray eared for me. He had
toen my aunt's physician for six  years

1li= coming was part of the plan of avery
day. 1 had had no time in these last years
to think of lovers.=The one lover of my

youtli had left me because I'would not leavo
l he womnazn -\‘ 1o Lisd cured for me through the

o l=e cared for me, for him,
e=5 aml atricken was not to
rosson. 80 he went his way.

11

it hims in my heart, and when after a

& =it
ml 1 keg
Ol ;.: “I 1l

(tll

atill the ten-
saying it to my-
“would come

te the sharp pain left me,
remained, and, without
'... mml and hope 1 that he

i'rotaldy “had my life been different, I shonld
long before have }-ut him m.i uf my thonghts

As | maid, I folt that my 1ifo? lay vet before
me  Totle young giris \r!u) knew me I sap-
«&» I wasold, but in #pite of the cares thatThad

cnown, in apite of the cmptiness of the years
ecostld not rid myself of the feeling that I
Wi young. l' hinve 1t was becanse of this
einiiaess that I folt eo; no one has a
riggh! to fea] ol ‘1 whi) has not lived a real true
i lite, and I felt that [ had not.  The years alone
| do not eount It i3 what :ill»: the vears.
Wwohtie? E as | =at tll“ hu!' gbont itallif 1
were 1eally heartlosa. 1 oon I‘ not Lelp know-
was slesping that
Aowars that tender fricn ndship
hiad I=id np pon her grave, had really been oftec
barwd nu d NI VIN athetic and l\l‘KIII‘HCJl I
| eonid not h ap know ing that iy life wonld be
troor and sladdor and better now that she was
freed fron her snffearings.  DBut there was no

night nnder the

tonch of harduess in my thoughts of her. Bhe °

was dead, paessd beyond the ills and burdens
of tlie Lody, and I was wise evough to kiow

tnat many times these Liad mede hor spirt the
woank nnleantiind thing it was,

I was glad and gratefal for all that sho hind
done for me; 1 forgave her for what slie had
failad to do
A dear old place ik
An old brown house, \u th many porchea

L WnE,
’ and vernndas, over which grope vines and
huw-\' snckics trailed their grace and glory.

An old-fesiioned lower-garden, wheres sweet-
will ams and marigolds snd larkspnr barely
beld their ground against heliotrope sud pousy
sm] dog-lilies.  As I looked out uponit all the

morning, saw tho r-mmtnou l.ud
bcant}' of it all, T was glad—jn As
it were all sesn for the t hmo I hul
in me tho rit of unwearied youth.
‘I'tm beos hummod hihor uui Ih:th—

t::dbuﬁ l'plo :rd guh'lﬁut

w
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EYOry FOnse WA TIniatered to, and 1 was giaa,
and glad too
ty could o thrill and detight me,

I Lhad gotten more ont of stinted life than
many got from the world that les at their feet

I dicilsd to go to Callifornin 1 Lsl never
beon auywhore, hardiy out of my native wtate.
I had money enongh for my nesds, enough to
muke it possible for me to gratify my
[*rensonnble
enongh to
anxietion

I fonud
from a neighboring town had some friends
who were :'i!:'l.],.‘:. and after a amall amount of
ingninoes aud exchange of references, we
cidevl that & journey together might. be mu-
tually p loasant Mrs. Davidson prom: “mia

gl me with business cares and

to me” am ehe expressd it, and hor busband
promised all worts of kindness, and their |
dan thiter, Misa Hessie, who was ten years

ViVInper u!n | twe Ny yomrs wiscer in all the Wiys
nf the world than I, professed herself de-

Hiehitaedl,

It ket tome  that the chief disadvantage
arising fragn having all ome wishes—travel,
books, fricmds, and the thousand and one things
that we want or grow to want—is thut
the very abunduanece, the very gratification dulle
the cdee of our pleasura, [t 18 in oledience to

annot have the apple ex-

the great Low, Wi
eyt 'I = appic blossom perisk, nor the rose

mave by the wlay e of the hud; [ don’t suppose
that ove ; mETAdIE W |.! 1 it he possible for me to
feol the keen d I~ it that 1 felt in the firnt lone

_imn-:m_r }-'.uer_vfhmg, from my traveling wsuit
to the anguat porter, brought me pleasure.
Migs Ilemsie read; what time she was 1ot
rending uhe criticised the parsengers in & small,
work, indiscrimivatiug fashion. Her father
and mother, bhaving taken the before,
fonnd nothing so enterfaining as lanch

basket, nnd napping.
fusbion I

In a most democratic and sbockin
made acqualntances and even friends,

The man or woman who fails to de this In
traveling is therohy much the leser. There is
happily no monapoly of information or wisdom
in tlus world, and the veriest little child may
have sometbing that we have not, and who,
from any fancied notion of dignity, fails to ac-
vopt the good that eomes, mikes a mistake
And what a curious me dluy of people can be
gathered in one first-claus California-bound
ear.

I found the man who had traveled every-
where, and who was continnally telling of what
ho saw in PParis or London, or en the Alpa.
The smalled-«ouled American who eocretly do-
spized everyvthing of Ameriea, and didn’t gnite
dare to say =0, And the statistioal traveler who
kept his gnide-Look in his hand, and who tald
the longth and depth of aevery river, and the
height of every monntain 1@ woman who
alwayes  eollected gpocimens and  relics,
enil that athor who talked about “perspective™
and “light and shade™ and “effects of color™ in
a parrotilike fashion, 1t was when we weare
m'---«in:.' the plaine, the great, wide, weird
plaine, the dreary gray pluine, that inspire one
with & wonder a= to whit they have of or for
the world—so chost-like and anomalous are
they in their separation from it that the true
charactor of the traveler comed to the snrface,

Here the jollr plaasant ones feel it their duty
tn be their iollicst and plessantest, the dull
oneca even, acknowledeing the exigencies of the
oeeanian, brighten a litt'e, and make their trite
eommonplace remarks with an aira trifie lees
pormpons and assurad.

The digmified party who fears contamination
i~ hera fitly pllm-'lu- 1roe his exclusivedesa,and
tha unselfish man or woman, the real ladv or

gentleman, the one who is gcmline all the way
ﬂr rough, wherever hio or she may be, is hera
thirice blessed,

We hind these all on board, besides othors
not so sasily classifiod

The long, long iourney was accomplished at
Iast, and wa found ourselves in that strange
fascinating eity of Ran Francisco, T anfnlvo_xi
everyvihiine somurl; that tn auch travelad pen-
ple as the Dinvideanas [ was quita a marvel. Mr.
Davidson T:-'\'-"-"-‘t'. declored that it was a de-
Lishitul tliine to Aeo R woman who had notl ex-
Lansted ull the plonsiites of limgg, snd he was

a most patient and painstaling sseort upon all
nm ARIOTIR.

And right fn the midstof eur leasuring

Jossin Il.:\ ildon was u.rh ken with fever. Bhe
Imd pever heen 8e M i her life; sha
HELH ‘!- n averve hore '1‘11"‘11 rll sorte of ovil
Or! 1 and malaria, elimbed monntaing, ridden
strane horsee ovnr digtractingly precipitons
paths, aud no evil had befalien her, but right
hero. and for no geod cange or provocation
thint we eonld seo, he waa siek

Mrs, Davidson wos an admirable woman,
and in seasonn of health a vory excellent som-
panion, hut in a sick-roem she was a failure,
Bl was one of those women wmade for fair
wenthier only, not ta be ealled upon in case
of storms,  Nurses thers wera plenty to ba
hired, tmt Bes<sie in her own little
mind had decided that she didn't like nnr=es
of that order, and with a fattery which was in-
tended tolcompensate for the eelfishnesa, she
elected me to take epre of her.

No one else had so soft a hand or so mag-
netie a toneh, no one else knew just how ta
give the medieines, no one elss could keo
st withont makinge & noise abont it, she waid,
The doclar sald sinea ghe =0 mueh wished it, it
wonld ba begt for her to have me with her.

Tt was the inherent contrariness of all thinga
T had resolntely eet abont being free, and I
fonnd stnmbling blocks set in my way almost
the first thing.

Of course I conld have sald that my own
health, pleasure and all_that would suffer by
re=igning my plans, bnt T didn't say it

lnutahhnht‘-d myself acting manager in the
sick-room, and for rix weeks watched and
cared for the sick girl.  Part of the time she
wns very sick, but finally ehe began to mend,
and the great namelesa dread gave place to
jov at the prospect of Ler recovery.

When very ill she was aniet and amiable,
when she was gaining, and had reached tha
“tonst nad tea” stage, khe was as exscting and
fretinl as it was possible for women to be

Had I besn a hircd nnree T wounld have lefi
her, bt for love's eake T wasa with her, and
for that I endurad. And they had all been 8o
gond ta me, and were so gratefnl to me mow,
21l then Besaie wonld put her arms around
myv vock and kiss me and eall me a darling,
and lmv me nnt to mind a word she maid 1
had dane mneh serving withont kiss or caress
whon I longed for both, and I enjoved the pet-
tine she gave me and fargot overything olue,

She waa a sweot, shallow woman, amiable
and eood ina negativa sart of fsahien. \‘:?-
correct and conventional. and it must be
mitted a trifla tiresome at times.

1 folt in looking at her that T conld have
leon made into half a dozen ench women as
gl and had vomething left over besidea, 1
\\-us-.-‘-(-: ol how anybody with the whaole world
to alionse her own from did not ind more
rewith to fiil mul elorify life, forgetting

int .'np ean only Linld the measure full.
n when she was sanfficiently recoverad
:-r_u‘.mm-! onr  jomrneving, visiting the
booke of all
touriata, 0Of all who gaze om the wonders of
canon, of Talls, of mountain and sky, each one
pathers into his life something different from
the otlior, each after his kind

Bessie tried to bring sway the gloriea of
Yosemito, its divine waterfall, its etarnal rocks,
ita walls of r:rl'mfﬂ ita umln and pines, and
shivering poplar trees, its domes and peaks
and pinnacles on a little piece of canvas thirty
in--‘. 4 square, and she wis in her own mind
peranaded thet she hiad anceeeded.

We went home by steamer. Then came my
Quvs of wretchedneésa. Not many of them it ia
triie. but en wngh to make me say very fer-
vently my prayer for those who go down to
the soa in shipsa  Again, in perfect harmony
with the inherent contrariness of all t!nmgn in
which T bave a hand, Bessie was not sick.
was in passive enjoyment of the !plandm'! of
eea and skv, and in‘nctive enjoyment of a flirt-
atfon with the handeomest and mnost intallootual

gentloman sho had ever meot  If there was
:n_v!lu'm: that would shake her soul to i
fotundutions it was the prospect of an uninter-
rupied dirtative, snd here it was. Her views
of i1 e sulijoct of beauty and intellect differing
somewhat Trom mine, Idid not ;:lace t con-
fidence in her statement. But’ the demon re-
lea<ed moe after we were a few days out, and J
cared onee more for the thinze of shis life, a
regard for which had been totally and entirely
destroyed whils in the grasp of the fiend of the
soa. hiad o little desire {0 look well in the
eves of this paragon of Bessie's, i why I
could ot say, by I made ntl(ﬂieir e as 'eirll
as the rigors of a sea toile

sockor thal

Wi
places of interest down on the

and had “the satisfaction of
I really looked very little worse for my illness.
I laelinve 1 have not stated that I was what
prople call a'most beautiful.  If it hadn’t been
for a pose of too aspiring tendencies I shounld
have been decidedly so. But th:t member reso-
lutely ‘ Lade my indnlging in vanity, and in
truth when 1 looked in the glass it was that
unlucky feature thut I saw, not the waving,
£ lossv red-brown  bair that was full of sun-
shine one winnte, and dark with shadows the
noxt, notthe large hazel eves nor the red mouth
with the white teeth, nor the fair clear com-
plexion, but always that pugnacions little nose,
Lately, however, that dwidad distinction with
a few faint linca aeross the brow. O how
pluiuly I saw those few faint linea

I fonnd them sitting side by side an deck.
By veason of her semi-invalidism she was
sheltered and wrapped and protected in the
maost cuefnl nnd co anlo m Bho
was not easilv'm
_ fl.c- an nnnsasl mhmgiumof mrhen
wefore uho conld !puk s O

1
—riZ are ayes .

me and

that the sweetuess and besu- I

wten and inclinations, and not |

that rome scqueintances of mine |

| did not find more that I conld sav to him;
| Idid not find more intercat in what he

off and she ought ta be reconei!

& michty affection for me, read
told stories till I was tired, and alarmed about
my mental and moral condit ioa,
my voice failed.

the children grew

was laid dowu that the thing that I
do was always the thing that
from doing, and the
mndosired was always the thing at my

yide :
wildest of the children. Tom
SHelen's Buhins®™ were not to be compared to
him.

wanted to see the wheela go round L
o make them go.

“Thank von for so much as that ™
Moantimo Dessio Liad looked from one to the |
other and back again, and on ber transparont |

little face wan pllinlv to be road, “Wha uilm
. it all mean, any way'"”
I answerod Lier unspoken question by, “We |

are old friends, Mr. Hurlburt and 1"
“Why didn't you say so?” she askod,
“How conld I whenu you never msntionod the

. DAams to me¥™

“Indead I did!™
“Maybe so; but my dear, It von had said
that the angel Gabriel was vour compagnon de
voyage I should not have known it ™
omen are sometimes just s little spitefal
sud rude; only sometimes and only s little,
and this was one of the ocoasions

It was easy enough to sees that Beasie did not :

beliove a word I said.  Kho lot me woo that

It was troe, neverthelsss, [ had no recollec- '

tlon of hmnng the name.

I was glad to soe Lawronee Hurlbut T said
over and over to mywself that T was glad, hat
somehow I kept wondering why it was that [
why
Mi&l s

And I anid to myasclf day wftar duy, to-mor-
row or the next day this strange foeling of
distance between us will woar away

But it did not; and the days went Ly, and it
dawned upon me that T had kept my heart
true for five vears to & man for whom
after all T earsd nothing.

Ho was slow to soe thus, Put I made him uau-
dorstand.

He desirad, so he sald, to resnmea the old re-
lations; indeed he said, *Whonever von will,
Margaret, T will be glad with all my heart 1
maka you my wife.”

“Do voun love me*"”

He hesftated. It is cnrions how & woman
feels, but though I d4id not want to marry him,
!]mlu.'h I did not love him atall in lover's fash
fon, 1 was morry that he conld hesitate, and
was ashamed that 1 was sorry,

“Say ‘no ' Lawrencs, and be honest ™

“I have thought of you all these years,
Margaret—"=

“And T've thoncht of von all  thess
veurs, and thought T loved vyou, hiut
I didnt, nnd voll don't oV ma
—mnot & bit; Imt I like von, nud shall like yon

all the better for being honest.™

And it o..ded thus and thors, my dr:
long a tia

And Ly the time the voyage was ended ho and
Bessie were ongacmd,

Avd I found out what 1 ha 1 nussed hor bank
to life for.

She trinmphed over meo in Yer little  fashion.

wm of fso

I had planned to remain in New York
that winter, lad found or _been  fonmnd
by wrome relatives who wers near snongh

to have n more than o strang
and vot uot wonear ast aiin anvthing for
“rolation’s sake” [ lonkn 'll delight in an-
ticipating my coming plenss ros
tut alas' T hnd bt fnst s '!1- |
delightlul condition of things,
turning from a rid

r's intarest infme,

ta the vory
when on rae

oune dav T for ll:ll a letter
forwarded to me from my old home, It had
been to Ban Francizeo, ml'!' ad -ullnwnd
e up.

It was from an old friend,
friend I ever handd.  She wrote:  “[ am  passing
throngh deep wator=, My lmshand died only
lagt week, my chi'dron are i), 1 am broken in
snirit aud ia heslth—I want vou to comse to me?
We vowod an enduring friendship, T bLog yon
to come, ™

Tho letter had been
wry. My friend Lved
miles from my home, bt strangely enough in
her grief she had forgotton that I was not
thero,

the anly mirl-

over twa waekaon the
not more than fifty

1 packed mv trunk {n the midst of many ex- | Confurion of thooght

postnlations from my friends.

“it's sheer nonsecnse, Margarot ” said Mrs,
Blisa. “Your friend, it ‘seemn 1o 1 e, can find
some one nearcer who will Lelp her; the idea of
your giving np your winter here, to nurme and
comfort a woman who hay lost her husband—
aa if it were po atranee a thing to be 2 widow.™

“It's ntrange to her anyway.™

“.‘-ihu'll et ubed to it "

“1 8'pose o wodo oot nsed to hard things,
but between tlu-l and the geiting nsed to it aro
long dreary dave of agony and loneliness, I
must go to her—thera i= no other way, I
loved her, and she needs me,

And I went. Went into & housoe where every-
thing spoke of sorrow, where the lereaved
wife kept herself in her darkened room-—aiud
the children almost hold their breath for fear
of distnrbing poar inammms.

The “waves and the lallows™ had
thom and they were ovorwhelme

it "

ong over

It was real sorrow, snch as |Iﬂ.l"* s the whols |

world to those upon "whom it falls,
It was a crucl ehange for me, hul somehow 1
adinsted my=elf to it readily,

It was glorims Octalier weathor, and 1
opened the windows and Inrel my ;wl from
hor bed to look ont npoa the antumn glory.

I let her talk all slic wantad of Lo losa snud
her grief, and let her ory in my srms

T didn't toll Ler that hor hllnh-nul was Lettor
"] bnt 1 ]n!
susded her out to ride, apd aftor a while 1o
walk throngh the womls glorious with their
scarlet and brown and crimsnn,

And many and many a straggle did I Lave

before T brought that about.

took
CONfiY l,"l
them and

1 looked over the childron's elothes,
turns slecping with them—for they
to

and sang till

anperintended the domestic ma: ‘mwrv, and

kept the wheels from niterly elogeri

And 1 grew weary n good many tite &, bnt it

had its agrecable sid

My friend w ne and aprrociative, and
e iy eart wonderfally,

And the desolat ainl, 1y friend's
ealth returnad, snd hor wisdon rose above
er griel aud Lelped her to take up her bar-

1'\‘.'!

dens again.

And I was more glad than [ econld have Lieen

by the pleasnures 1 h ul foregone,

Still the wonder grew in my mind, why it

W ho have becomn

den and naryiage Hupossibide, § :._.-

touul delnlity, we

takiog poteonous sod ju lous enmpoieg

debllity, consumption, ete,
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And I didn’t like it any bhetlar than awor.

One Lrizhs day u: November weat ont to
taking with me the youngest and tha
was a tlerror.

He was not only one of those children whe
want.«d

And this special aftcinoon he wa= a tritle

gore persigtent, more  active, maore et
younsly, diabohealiy inventres than vsinl

I had used all sorts of stratogies to le :
within bounds, and had by dizr ol o FERITTN
and cajolings kept him from pitching heuao.
long out of the buggy, or from frighicn-
ing the horse out of his staid senses, but alas,
it was to come, and no foresight or planning

was to stand in the way.

I don't to this day know just how it hap-
pened, but we were near the village where we
were going for the daily mail, when by soma
means—I think the chief ageney was a branch
of sumac—he suceceded in laving the last straw
on the back of our much enduring horse.

In an instant he began to run; the child be-
gan to scream, not with fear but actual delight,
and I clung helplessly to the reins.

I turned to the ecreaming child heside me,
and lifting him in one hand by Lkis coat collar
1 set bim throngh the open back of the buggy.

As we tore down the street I looked and saw
that he sat despairingly but eafely in the dust
of the street,

I no longer triad-to cheeck the horse; I let him

All usurl, men and women showed their im-
becility by ahonting and rununing at the fright
ened beast. -

Probably if let alone he wonld have kept the
road, but being denicd that, and determined
to go ysomewhere he valiantly charged on a
:rrhge hitched in front of the village drug

ore.

1 saw what was coming—I saw my helpless.-
ness, Dim visions of a bruised end brokén
body flashed before me. Isaw all the past in
that half minute, and over the thought of all
others rose the dmnght of one man, I saw one
face. I scemed to hear the words, “Margaret,
1love you!”

Then everything blended and erashed and
blinded me.

When I came to myself in the little back
room of the drng store and saw Dr. Gray's

face bending over me, it seemed q}mta the mosi |

matural thing in the world, and the most de-

hﬁﬂnL
ying, “O I am so glad!™ I closed my eyes |

in ahoulnta indifference to all surrounding ob.

broken bones even were
was there.
I was fearfully bruised and shaken, and my
ight arm was broken,
mehow they took me home. I never bad
& very distinct ides about it, and it was not un.
til the next morning that they allowed mo to

I slept sonndly, sweetly, with the feeling
was at perfect liberty to go to sleep, and mth
tha further half-conscionsneas that my
bers werelbeing watched as I had oth
It was more a feeling than a thnught. for the

magic in
I awoke it was fo meet Dr. Gray’s

Broken bngﬁ A

T

|
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