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DEALER IN

COAL »WOOD
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Yarde and Ofce 404 Bouth Third Btreet,
Telephene 13,
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PLATTSMOUTH,

DR. A, SALISBURY

: D-E-NTLLST ¢
GOLD AND PORCELAIN CROWNS,

Dr, Stelnways anmwsthetle for the painless ex-
traotior of teeth,

Fine Gold Work a Specialty.
Rockwood Block Plattsmouth, Neb,

AWSON & PEARCE
HAVE RECEIVED

Their Fall straws, faney ribbone, tps and quills
niso alot of new fushion cone shipe Diats
T straw ned fe . Thiy heve i full
It oF bby hood  wnad fnoor-
der to close old stock oat have e
duced thelr strnw sullor Dt to W and to

78 eenth trimmed,

MISS SKYLES, TRIMMER.

[. 1. DUNN

Always has on band a full stock of
FLOUR AND FEED,

Corn, Bran, Shorts Oats and Baled
Hay for sale a8 low as the lowest
illllf!lt'[i\'t'rl'{] toany part of the
cily.

CORNER SIXTH AND VINE

Platismouth, Nebraska,

JUI.Il'S PEPPERBERG.

MANUFACTURE OF AND
WHULESALE ANDO RETAIL
BEALER LN TH E
CHOJCEST BRANDS OF CIGARS
FULL LINE OF
TOBACCO AND SMOKEA'S ARTICLES
always in stock
L1

Plattamoutl, Nebrassa

Shorthand

AND TYPEWRITING COLLEGE

Plattsmouth, Nebraska,

—_— ) r—

There are thousands of young ladles, sewing
girls. sehool tenebers, clerks, ete who ore eking
out #n existence on n salary barely suffelent
to supply thelr every day wants.

Bﬂmmplrunu n eourse In short hacd and
by finishing they can enrn from $40 1o §150 per
month

Hituations gusranteed to competeat studenls
Indidivual instruction, new Lypew! iters

DAY AND EVENING SESSIONS

Kooms over Mayers Store.

MEAT MARKE

SIXTH 8TREET T
F. H. ELLENBAUM, Prop.

The best of fresh meat always found
in this market. Also fresh
Eggs and Butter,

‘Wild game of all kinds kept in their
senson,

SIXTH STREE

Mear b1 3%

T
ar

DENTISTRY

GOLD AND PORCELAIN CROWNS —.
Bridge work and fine gold work a

SPECIALTY.

DR. STEINAUS LOCAL as well as other an-
sathetlesylven for lthr- “nmleu extraction of
euth,

C. A. MARSHALL, - Fitzgerald Bloch

Lumber Yard

THE OLD RELIABLE.

H. A, WATERMAN & SO0

PINF LUMB

Shingles, Lath, Sash,j
.
Doors, Blinds

QOan sapply everw demand of the city,
Calland get terms. Fourth strect
in rear of opora house,

NEHRASKA.

mqlmm-n—.

The old log sehoolhiwse e 1 pes,

With Ita sweet, loviag f-mmlu on

or tlmwl'.'riphl days of yore, whea naught of o
oupe

Cuused my soul for & moment W Larbor &
fear,

quah-hlulm woro thy benches, on long wood-

on logs;

Plain bosrds were the desks, on long oaken

.

In u::fdu of the wall, aud tho' bowely the
OO,

Bulll deur to the heart will be living snd groon,

MeGufty's Fifth Reador, Ray's writhmetio,
part third,

Webator's elomentary [Hing book — we

conn'd o'er ehoh word;
Montleth's geography, with (ta great maps to

draw,
And the rap of the ferrule to us was the law,

Hore oft on Bunduys met God's trusty fow—

Au old-fashloned wecting, yel with hoarts
firim nnd true,

No organ was thore, bul as one they all sang,

As Lo room sod thio woods with thele melody
TS

Romuanil¢ the spot, ploturesgue wis the scene,

When pature o ber sitlre wus gorgoous,
MITOn0:

Bwaying suplings, forest trees ke sontinels
lone

Hoso mujestio wnd high thelr olalm to make
Known,

Hopewell was tho name on the brow of the

|

OrF the humbie log schoolhouse, while the
beew K mndd the il

Murmured gortly bitow o'er s smooth, rocky
Ll

Repeating the samo song as days vanlshod sud
kpuodd,

Tho' lowly tho gpat, "twill ever e dear,

Vikloos of tho pust with their proscnoo be
ear;

A thi' Feurs puss nway, ful In memory wtill

Wil 1 see the old log sehoolhouse on thie beow
of the Wil

=David B, Metealf, In Chieaieo Inter Ooenn.

Al T " F W A
REGINALD'S WIFE,
ACT I

*You dear, old boy," snid the girl,
“I wm sure I wish it could be—with all
my heart—if I have any heurt."”

I don't belivve you have," repliml
the Loy, gloomily.

“Well, but Reg, counsider; you've got
no money."

“I'vea got £5,000. If a man can't
make his way upon that he must be o
poor stick,"

“You would go abroad with it and
dig, and ke your wile with you—to
wash and cook."

“We would do somothing with the
monev here.  You should stay in Lon-
don, Rosie."

“Yes; in a snburban villa, at Shep-
hord's Bush perbaps.  No,
Imarey, it ever do—1 am in vo hurry
— I will step out of this room into one
exactly like it The room was a
splendid drawing-room in the Palace
gurdens, splendidly  furpished, 1
sbull bave my footman and my ear-
ringe, nnd 1 shul)l—"

“Rotie give wmo the rvight to earn all
these things for you!" the young man
eried Impetuously,

“You can earn them for me by the
time you have one foot in the grave.
Hado't 1 better, in the meantime,
marry some old gentleman with his one
foot in the grave so asto be ready for
you againat the time when you ‘come
home? In two or three veurs the
other foot, I dare say, would slide in-
to the grave as well."

“You laugh at my trouble. You feel
nothing."

“If the pater would part—but he
won't—he says he wanots all bis money
for himself, and that I've got to marry
well. Besides, Reg"—here her face
clouded und she lowered her voice—
“thero are times when he looks
anxious. We didn't always live in
Palace gardens. Suppose we should
lose it all as quickly as we got it. Oh!
she shivered and trembled. *No, 1
will never, never marry a poor man,
Get rich, my dear boy, and yon may
aspire even o the valuable possession
of this heartless hand,"

Sha held it out.  He took it. pressed
it. stooped and kissed it. Then he
dropped her hand and walked quick!y
out of the room.

“Poor Reggie!" she murmured.
wish—I wish—but what is the use of
wishing?"

ACT 1L

Two men—one young. the other 50
#at in the veranda of a small bunga-
low, It was ufter breakfast, They
lay back in long bamboo chairs, each
With a cigar. It looked as if they were
resting. In reality they were talking
business, nnd that very serionsly,

“Yeu, sir,” said the elder man, with
something of an Amervican aceent, I
have somehow taken a fancy to this
place. The situation is healthy."

“Well. I don't know; I have had
more than one touch of fever,"

“The elimate is loyely—"

“Fxcept in the rains.”

“The soil is fortilp—"

"'y dropped £5.000 in it, and they
haven't come up yer.” '

“I'hey will. "I bave been round the
estate and I sen money in it. Well,
sir, here's my offer: £5,000 down, hard
cush, s soun as the papers are signed.”

Reginald sat up. He was on the
point of accepting the proposal, when
) |Imny rode up to the house, and the
rider, a native groom, jumped off and
£ave him & note. He opened it and
read. It was from his nearest neigh-
bor, two or three miles away: “Don't
sell that wan your estate. Gold has
been found. The whole country is
full of gold. Hold on. He's an fAssayer,
It he offers to buy, be guite sure he has
found gold on your land.—F, G."

He put the note into his pocket, gave
a verbal message to the boy, nnd turned
to his guest without botraying the
loast astonishment or emotion,

“l beg your pardon. The note was

from Belamy, my next neighbor. Well?
You were saylog—"
“Ooly that I have tiken @ faney—
perhaps a foolish faney--to this l.:?u-._g
of yours, and I'll give you, if vou like,
nll that you have spent wpon it

“Well,™ he replied, reflectively, but
with a little twinkle in his ave, ‘“‘that
seems baudsome.  But the ;ﬂnm isn't
really worth the half that [ have spent
| upou it. Anybody would tell vou that.
Come, lot os be honest, whatever we
are. D'll tedl you a bettor way. We
will put the matter into the hands of
Bellamy. He knows what g coffee
plantation is worth, He shall name a
price. and if we can agree upon that
we will make a deal of it.”

The other man changed color,

He

wanted to settle the thing at once be-
What need of third

tween gentlemeon.

parties?

But Reginald stood firm.

|

| indeed.

{hot (o 6 0ay oc L0o this pioserm, ton
would have heard the nows

A wonth later the young coffee-

lanter stood on the deck of a steamer,
Eumuwnrd bound. Ia his pocketbook
wasa plan of his auriferons estate; in a
bag hanging around his neck was a
small eollection of yellow nuggets; in
his boxes was & chosen sasortment of
qurh

ACT 111,

“Well, air,” said the Hrancier, *‘ven
have brought this thing to me. You
want my advice. Well my advice is
don't fool away the only good thing
that will ever happen to you. Luck
such as this doeso’t eome more than
once in a hietime."

“I have been offerad £10,000 for my
ostate.”

“Ob, have vou? ‘Ten thousand!
That was very liberal—very liberal,
Ten thousand for s gold resf,”

“But I thought, as an old friend of
my father, you would, parips—="

“Youne man, don't fool it awaw,
He's waiting for you, I suppose, vrounl
the coruer, with a bottle of lizz ready
o close.”

“Hg is"

“Well, go aml drink his chatn pagne,
Always get whiitever vou And
then tedl him thuat you'll see lim A

L | certninly will, sit, if yon adyise

tinn.

it And then?”

|

ler, whon |

I (s,

“Aod then--leave it 1o me. Amil-=
young mal—1 think 1 heurd. a vear or
two ngro, somuething whout vou and ny
girl Ro<e,

Phern something, sir.
ennneh to teouble you ahont in"

“Bhe told me.  Rosie tells mo all her
love uffairs.”

vI8 slie—is she unmareiod

“Oh, yes, and for the moment I be-
lieve sheo is free.  She has had one or
tlwo engaugements, but somehow they
came o nothing, There was the
French count, but that was knocked in
the head very early in eonsequence of
things discovered. And thers was the
bloomin® Guano, but he fortunitely
smushed, much to Rosie’s joy, beeanse
she never liked him, The lust was
Lord Evergreon. He was a nica old
chap when vou eounld understand what
he said, aod Rosie would have liked
that title very much, though his erand-
children opposed the thing. Well, sir,
I suppose you eoulitn’t understand the
tronble we took to keep that old man
alive for his wedding,  Scleuce did all
it could, but ‘twus of po use.” The
linangier sighed.  ~The ways of proyis
dinee are juserutable. He died,
the day hefore”

“Thit was very sad.”

“A dashing of the ¢up from the lip,
aire My daughtor woull Lis s connte
Well, yonng genllnnan, wbout
this estate of yours. |think [ see a
wiky—1 think, L am not yet sure—that
[dosee o way, now, See  this
liberal gentleman and drink his ehum-
pagne, and come here in a week, Then,
it 1 still see my way, you shall uinler-
stand what it means to hold the position
in the city which is mine,"

“And—and—may I call npon Rosie?”

“Not till this day week; pot till 1
have made my way plain.”

ACT IV,

“And 0 it means this. Oh, Rosia,
vou look lovelier than ever, and I'm as
happy as a king. It menns this, Your
father is the greatest genius in the
world.  He buys my property for £60, -
000—£60,000. Thut's over £2,000 u
year for me, and he makes n company
out of it with £150,000 eapital. He
Bnys that, tuking £10,000 out of it for
expenses, thers will be a prolit of £80..
000-—that's £3 000 a year for you, and
£60.000, that’s £2,000 more, my dear-
est Hosie. You remember what yon
fid, that when you married you
should step out of one room like this
into another just as good

“Ob, Reggie”—she sank upon lis
bosom—"you know I never could love
snybody but you. It'strue 1 was en-
guged to old Lord Evergreen, but that
wns only because he had one foot—yon
know—and when the other foot went
in, too, just a day too soon. I actunlly
lnughed. So the pater is going to
make a company of it, is he? Well, 1
hope he won't put any of his money
into it, I'm sure, becwuse of lute all of
the companies have turned out so
badly."

“But, my child, the pluce is full of
gold."

“Then why did he turn it into a
company, my dear boy? And why
didu’t hs make vou stick to it? But
you know nothing of the city. Now
let us sit down aud talk about what
we shall do. Don't, you ridiculons
boy!"

Wwis

Nat

ST,

(610

ACT V.

Another honse just like the first,
The bride stepped out of one palace
into another.  With their five or
#six thonsand & year the voung couple
could just munage to make both ends
meet,  The busband was devoted; the
wife had evervthing that she could
wish.  Who could be happier than this
pair in # nest o luxurions, theiv life
80 padded, their days g0 full of sun-
shine?

It was a year after marriage. The
wife, contrary to her usual custom,
was the first at breakfast. A fow let-
ters were waiting for her—chiefly in-
vitations, She opened and read them.
Among them lay one addressed to her
husband.  Not looking at the address
she opened and read that as well:

“DRAR Reoisann: 1 venture to addross

YouL s an old friend of your own and schools

fellow of your mother's, 1 am s widow, with

four ehilldren, My hosband was the viear of
our old parish—you remémbar Lim n 3]
was left with alittle fncome of o |

hubdred o seur. Twelve manths niee 1 wus

porsisaded, In ordor w0 doubles my  1Heome—a |
thimgr which seemed cortain from U pross

peei =10 hvest eveeythiog In a new  wnid

vleh wold mine.  Eversthing. An bomine

b never pald anvthloe, The gotmpan

I8 ealied the Ryonrd Gald et smmpany—Is

in Hguidstion, because, Wit o 18 1 niy |
pold there, [t costs too much w et I 1 have

no reinbives anywhere to hielp Ui less

Chn et usdigtunce my ohildres wud 1 must go
At onec—tomorrow—Into the workhonse, Yes,
wie aro prupers.  § am ruined by the oruel les
of thut prospectus and the wickedness which
deluded me, and 1 know oot bow many othors,
out of my money., 1 have boon fooltsh, aod
Am punished; but those prople, who will
sutilsh them?  Help me, if you ean my doenr

eginnld,  Oh! for God's sake, holp my clillde
ren and me.. Help your mothor's friead, your
own old friend'"

“This," said Rose, meditatively, *is
exactly the kiod of thing to muke Reg-
gie uncomfortable. Why, it might
make him unhappy all day. Better
burn it."  She dropped the letter into
the fire. “He's of an impulsive,

emotional nature. and hedoesu't under-

|IH;||

What a lot of fibs the poor old pater
does tell, to be sure. He's a regular
novelist. Oh! here you are, you lazy
boy!"

“Kiss me, Roesie.” He looked as |
handsome as Apollo and as cheerful.
“I wish all the world were as happy
as you and me. Higho! BSome poor
devils, I'm afraid"—

“Toa or coffee, Rog *"'— Waiter Besand,

BY TWELVE WISE MEN.

Carleua Yerdiotd Thut Mava Beon Ben.
dared by Coraners' Jarles,

Some of the Coroners' verdicts in
the country of fifty or sixty years ago
are very curious, The followlng are
some of the causes assigzned for death.

**She came to her deuth by strangu-
lation i testimony we have sit our
hunds anid seal the day above wroten.”

“Paul Burus came to his death by o
mule ranning away with a wagon and
being thrown therefrom.”

“From cduses unkoown to the jury
and having no wedical attendance,”

“Came to his death from vational
enusys.”

“An inquisition holden upon the
body of Juhin Brown there Iving dead |
by the jurors whose names are hereto |
subseribed, who upon their outh do say

tint he came to his death in e fol-
lowing manoer, by falling off rlm‘

plank bridge aceilental while tryving |
Lo eross the stream sod was drowned. ™

“The joveres on thare ouathe do say
that he cawe to his death by old age,
as tha could oot see entiytiing else the
wntter,”

“Clouse Lo his death from the follow-
ing causes, to-wil: from some suddent
cause Lo the juoeres unknown."

*“Tue said deceased being an orphan,
father and motner being both dexd."

“From an overdose of gin sdmin-
istered by his own hand."

“Disnbility cansed by lunaey."

“Being run over by two coal trucks,
while detached from the engine,"

HCome to his death by tender No. 7.
jumping the track, ou which he was
riding, either jumpiog or falling of
nod engine running over him, which
wns an accident and no fault of the
engineer of sail engine"

**She coma to her death by the light-
eu striken her.

“From hart deseizoe™

Strange Fruit,

Two Irishmen, recently landed feam
the old country, were walking along
lonely road. when they pasgml an
orehiard containing plum trees covered
with fruit. *“The plums in this conntry
ure good—ah, Mike?" said Pat. “Troh,
ai’ tiat’s theas, Pat™ preplied Mike,
1f you shake the tree; 1) (ITe
low nud they thim, Mike," sald Pae
So Mike ot up to shake the tree, and
Pat stood below. Aol the fivst shuke
that Mike gave he started a tree-tond
from a sound nap and the trée-toad
fell plump into Pat's open mouth. He
spluttered, and guiped. and jumped
about. At last he called ont, o dis-
may: *“Come on, Mike! I'll have no
more of this conntry’s plums, They
have four legs 1o them!"—Huarper's
Young People.

standd

Virtues of Kerosone,

A correspondent writes: “A few
spooniuls ol kerosene pul inte water
stunding in the open air about the
building will keep away muosguitoes,
flies, nnd otver inseets, and do wot fn-
jute, but ratter improve. the water for
Wiushiog purposes. A fuel well wor
kKnowing,"

Cuarlosities Aboat Coins,

Cartain passuges in the Illiad of
Homer would lead to the inference that
coing of brass were struck as early as
1184 years B, €. Tradition aflirms
that the Chinese had bronge coins  as
enrly as 1120 B, €. But Herodotns,
“the Father of History," nscribes the
“invention of coing to the Lydians,
about nine centuries B. C.,nod there is
no :alis[;u'lnr_\' evidence that coius were
known prior to that dute.

The original process of coining was
very simple. A globulur picce of
metal, buving a detined weight, was
placed oo o die, eneraved with some
national or religious symbol, and
struck with a hammer votil it had re-
ceived the impression. One of tle
most ancient  Asiatic coins was  the
Pevsinn Darie, a gold eoin strack dur-
ing the reign of Darius, nearly flive
evnturies B €. The tirst coinage in
Rome was about the yeur 600 B, C
The metal nsed was bronze, and the
unit of value was one pound in weight.
The coin was enlled an “as": was brick-
shaped and stamped with the igure of
a sheep or an ox.

Silver was first coined at Rome in
the year 276 B. C. The lirst Roman
gold evin wus  issued only about 74
years B, C,

The Saxons coined the first Bratish
pieces about the year 279 A, D.

The tirst eoloniul coins issned in this
country wers struck in Massachusetis
in 1652,  They were three, six, and 12
pence pieces.—SE Lowis Republic,

The Weight ol a Dollar BIill,

In the Treasury here one day this
week the lllll'!lilll] caime up as to Lhe
weight of o #1 bill,  Seales of perfect
accurncy were bronght into requisi-
tion and the surprising disvovery wns
mude that twenty - seven &1 notes
welgheld exaetly ns much as a §$20 gold

pieee.  Toe lutter just halunces 5S40
grainsg, However, the bills  weiched
wore perfectly evisp and vew. Trial

matde with seiled notes, such a8 come |
inevery day for redumption, showud
twaentvs=soven of them wejrhed
consideralily more than the £20 onin,
Every papor dolbae on its way through
the world eontivoally accnmulates dire,
perspiration nnd grenss, so that after
yeur of use it is perceptibly  bheavier.—
Wushington Letter,

A Native Castom.

}':\‘l’lii'};:

weddings are  essentinlly
American,

Decatur, Mich., has four peppermints
oil fuetories, wud they are all kept |
busy tistilling oil frow the plune ruised
on the large tract of swump land near
there that a few years ago was consid:
ered worthless

s

| will occur to-morrow afternoon at

| athorough application of Chamber-

| purgatory, you are worried all the even- |

| tha

| refuse of sponge cake or bury you under

Rauens will arrive in the city on the
flyer this evening. The funeral

the residence of Peter Rauens,

corner of Eighth and Vine streets,

at 2 p. m. Friends of the family
are cordially invited to atiend.

- i —

The thermometer registered zero

this morning.

e

Some miscreant, who had nothing
else to do sounded the Are alarm
Iast night at about eleven o'clock.
The alarm proved to be a false one,
but it cansed a good muany to turn
out. The authorities should make
an example of the two fellows, so
it will prove a lesson to others who
might be tempted to turn in a false
alarm,

I —
Another attempt was made to
hold up the Missouri Pacific pas-
frain at West Side, in the
of the same
place where an express train was 50 |

genger
suburbs Omaha, at

successfully robbed some time ago. |
The engineer saw several masked
men standing on the crossing, and,
stopping irain, he
pulled by with all possible speed.
The would-be robibers fired a score
more of shots at the train as it

instead of Liis

or
rushed by, Fortunaiely no one wis
injured and no materinl damage
The conductor tele-
graphed the news back from the
next station and detectives
cnice put on their track.

wis  done

were at

Mr, Wiliam T Preie. a Jusiice of
the Peace, at Richlund, Nebraska,

was conlined to his bed Inst winter
with a severeattack of lnmbago: but

Han's Pain Balm e¢nabled him to
got up amd go to work., Nr. Price
giys:  “The Remedy cannot  be

recommended too hignly.” Let any
one  troubled  with rheamatism,
neuralgia or lame back give it a
trinl and they will be of the same
opinion. Hcent bottles [or sale by
F. G. Fricke & Co, Druggist

-

LONDON THEATER TOUTS.

—— X

Many old soldiers, who contracted
chronic diarrhoea while in the
service, have since been permanent.
ly cured of it by Chaimberlain’
Colic, Cholera and dinrrhoea
edy. For sale by F, G. Fricke

Do you want to know what
make your father, mother, bro
sister and sweetheart happy? 1
@ nice pair of shoes or sli
a Christmas present. W, k
& Co. have just received an elegant
line that they offer at VERY LOW
prices for thirty days only. tf

Shiloh's catarrh remedy—a posi-
itive cure Catarrh, Diphtheria and
Canker mouth. For sale by F, G,
Fricke & Co.

Chamberlain’s Eye and Skin
Ointment.

A eertain cure for Chronic Sore Eyes
Tetter, Salt Rheum, Scald Head,
Chronie Sores, Fever Sores,

Itch, Prairie Scratches, Sore Nipplés
snd Piles. It iscooling and soo
Hundredsof cases have been oured by
itafter all other treatment had failed,
It1s put up in 25 and 50 cent boxzes.

A POPL LAY FAMILY, S

JexNie: ' How s il, Kate, that you alws
B0 Lot enteh on "o thie st pew Lhing ? .
what 1 muy, you wwiys seem to ges ab

*Idon't know: I certainly do no
weion in that divceriont

ENNER:* Woell, during tho lnst Fow mant
for example, you bsve Wken Up puinting,

T ‘

(i

T you came to the resoue
when Miss Laturge desorted hor Delsirto cliss
so suddenly, nmd co rimindy we nre nll improve
Ing i wewce vnder your struction; | heard
furu telling Tommy Fuanoes lost ovening how
18 elub made in playing buseballs
SHETTHINOY Il the lntest * fads,® any

iw-\\' Jnst whiat to do undeyall circumstanees ;
Fou entertidn beautitully ; and dn the lnst
180 n heaith, owing,
o vour phyvsiesl

muonth vou bhuye LU FUAA
O e v
Mo o

t\, Yol gk ol of your inlor mul‘.;u
 linte out-of - the way place i—for
YO Bever go o e vty

' you will make me
onree Oof ialormation
WAL mets kil wahts,

How Patrors Are Made Misorable by
Cloak, Frogramme and Other Flends,

Yon have searcely put your nose in- [
side a theater before yon are seized upon | |

and ealled to stand agd deliver. First it
is your coat. Men and women rush after
you and pester yon for your coat.  They
would rejoice if all were foolish enough
to yield to their importunate demands,
and risk colils, conghs, influenza and
bronchitis for the restof their natural
life. Why, it is madness to ventureinto
the stalls without a draft protector.
Modern theaters are so constructed that
they are mere draft traps

If yon arescated near the door you risk
a stiff neck. Youn must wrap your cloak
aronnd you and be careful to protect
your legs from the blasts of wind that
pour in from every crack and canny, If
you are in the center of the stalls, at
many theaters directly the curtain is
raised a tornado of wind rushes across
the footlights and catches you by the
throat. loften think that women are
mad who venture into theaters with low
dresses in winter time, It is bad enongh
for men.

And yet these attendants get quite of-
fended if we do not leave behind us the
only garments that will proteet us from
sudden death. Remember that no one
is free from the theater highwaymen.
Even those who goin with orders cannot |
get ont of the cloakroom or programme
tax. At last they must pay, | remem-
ber once going into a theater with o
friend who had n keen sense of the lu-
dicrons. | think it must have been W,
3, Gilbert, [t was a morning perform.
ance and he was attacked in the usual
Way:

“Coat, sir!"

“What do you want with it*"

“To take it off."

*Very well," he marmured innocently,

The hghwayman prepared to strip off
his coat, and bebold! my friend, who
bad prepared for the dodge, walked
away in his ¢hirt sloeves! Ho had only
put on his overcoat, with nothing un.
derneath it

Unconcerned he was preparing to en-
ter the stalis coatless, when the attend.
ant rushed after him,

"“Look here, sir, yon must not go into
the stalls like that!”

“Why not” he asked with a bland
and innocent air.  “You asked for my
coat. You have got it. What more can
you want?

The coct and cloak fiends having been
disposed of, you enconnter the second
rank of touts, Now itis a programme
for which you must pay. They inso-
lently bar your passage, They dun you
and din fnto your ears, “Programme,
sirl" It is not a civil moquest to know
if you wonld like a programme or not,
but a demand with an implied threat,
The implication is that yon are a stingy
person, who has no right to be seen in
the stalls.

But this is oot all. Having gone
through the first casy stages of theatrical

ing with ica sellers nnd chocolats vend- |
ors and stile cake providers, If you aro
inthe stalls, safely wrapped up from
the drafts, these touts edge in between
very narrow and uncomfortable
etalls and generally make hay, Thoy
tread on your toes, they disturb the lit-
tle nest yon have made, they make havoo
with the ladies’ back bair, pulling ont
confiding hairping and crushing the re-
sult of the maid's handiwork. They
don't care if they dig you in the eye
with an ice tray or powder you with the

chocolate Loxes.

Their duty is to make ns much money
a8 possible for the speculating contract-
tor. It is mot their fault, poor things.
They aoll got & commission on their
wares and it is their duty to tout,—

Clement Scott in London Graphic,
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