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gharo of my last cruswy” answered the
faithfaul woman.

“Thon you dolove me truly,” said the
mercha as he lkissed her fondly, *“‘and
since you are going to France I will
AccoOmpany and marry vou again
sOrowda.

“*That will indeed be a pleasure.”
said the woman, with great feeling.

“Wheon do you sail?” asked Mr. Emer-
iek.

“Two weeks from to-day on the La
Gascoligne. Can you be ready?”

“Yeos, T can get my business settled
up by that time and can accompany
you."

S0 they parted. The poor, deluded
woman going to her home under the
false holief that she had regained her
usovand’s love, and tho aevil oI & man to
dream of the five hundred thousand
francs which ha now coveted with all
the greed of his hardened nature.

CHAPTER XVL

Thus it bappened, that although Mrs
Bregy and ber husband bad been parted
for upwards of tw nty years, he atil
held the same power over her which he
possessed in the pasiand could control
her as easily as he had donea when he
first made love to her on the bon s in
Washington Park.

With his wite Alphonse Bregy's se-
eret was quite safe. Known as Mr.
Emerick he was [ree 1l come as
he pleased without the world being any
the w

Yet ho was about to play a desperate
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whom Mrs. Bregy
son of her dis-

. Daolaro. That
good lady w ¥ ly with her sym-
pathy, yet she was really glad that the
poor woman's mind had at last been set
at rest “'Yon will not of course delay
your departura to France, now?'' she
said to Mrs. Bregy. _

“No," replied that lady. *‘It is our in-
tention to leave as arranged, and there
isone delightful circumstance connected
with my visit to Mr. Emerick’s which 1
must mention.”

“Indeed, what is 1t?" asked Mrs. De-
laro

“It i this,” said Mrs. Bregy. *“Al-
shough I did not ind & busband in Mr,

v altér telling her

Al e

LADIES WILL ACCEPT MY ES-
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Emerick 1 found a friend.” (How well
the natural cunning of her race was
serving her at this time.)

That must be very agresabls,” said
Mra. Delaro

“It happened this way. I told Mr.
Emerick I was going to France, and as
he also intends to go there this summer
he has resolved to start st once and ac-
company us. Ho also knows many peo-
ple at Amieons and can be of great serv-

ice to us.”
As Mra. Bregy spoke these words the

stately Armida walked in, and after the

congratulations of the day she asked

Mrs. Bregy if they expected te spend

the whole of the summer In sunny
nee.
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raris ror a year's study white 1 am la-
boring with the lawyers at Amiens.™

*“Thon be is going to acton my ad-
vice,” said Armida, in a pleased tone of
voiee which her mother thought seemed
almost absent-minded.
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have vatated his soul for
ing. [le had grown very
as he said "to Mrs. Delaro, he wasn't
feeling very well and as traveling
geemed to be the order of the day,
thought he would take a trip to Euarope
right away
soap ever there,™ ho said, *“‘but have
never been myseif, and 1 think 1 will go
gnd sea what the place looks like."

“We anxious to make an
gtart.” said Mrs. Delaro, “*but have been
waiting to get some further news of our
friecnd, Mr. Lovel."™

“Alr Lovel?" queried Blodgoer.
“Se to me 1 bave heard that name.™
do not remember the
handsome Englishman whom you took
for my brother at Long Branch?” asked
Armida.

“Certainly, I do. What has become
nf him?” said Mr. Blodger.
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His knowledge of tha world was of
great value to his quondam wife and
she was placing implicit falth in his
ability to push matters to a successful
jssue and sottle every thing favorably
Her judgment was correct and it did not
take long for them o secure Lhe large
legacy. But no sooner was a final sot-
tleamant offected than Emerick pronposed
to Mra. Bregy that she should dispose
of thoe pr and turn it Into cash,
after which they could return o Amer-
ica. This she did not appear quite will
inr to do, as she preferred to remain in
Franco, at least lone enouzh permis
Eugeno to finish a course of studies in
Paris, in which city he had
cured tutors in various branches

It shou!ld be understweod, however
that Mr. Emerick did not show any un
due hasts in advising Mrs. Dregy to
dj..'i]'r{hl' of the property o took
ters coolly and resolved to let affairs
run their course up to a certain point
But his plans were precipitated somo-
what when she inguired of Mr. Emerick
how soon their second marriage was to
be consummated. Thig was something
about which Mr. Emerick in no
particular hurry.
*f do not know but that |
my originul name of Bregy and thus
avold the necessity of our marrying
again.”

**] wish that yon
phonse,” said his fond wife.
happiness 1 seek in the wide worla is to
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| have you call me wife again.™
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After a puuse he said:
I will go to Paris and see Lugene. |
may then explain the whole circum-
stances to him personally.”

“I do so wish you would."”

wa-morrow, then, 1 will go to Paris,

| and will probably make a clean breast

“jle went down to South America dur- |
ing the early part of January, and has |

nevar been heard of since,’” replied
Armida.

“Did he go on pleasure or business?”
asked Mr. Blodger.

“‘Ila went on business. Mr. Lovel is
the gentleman to whom Mr. Wilcox left
so much money."

“Bless my life to think that 1 am ex-
ecutor and don't know that,” ssid the
bloated bondholder. Adding by way of
excuse: "*Well, I left every thing to the
lawyers to settle and I know they are
men 1 can trust.”

Here Mrs Delaro ventured to remark
that she did not think it would be any
uge to wait all summer expecting news
of Percy.

**The body which was found im the
river must have been his and the poor
fellow is undoubtodly dead.”

““But what will becoma of all that
monay, mamma?” asked Armida

“Oh, let the money rest, my child;
some one will claim it some day,” was
the answer.

“Well, then, if you ladies will ao-

cept my escort, we will arrange a date
to start to Europse. [ suppose you will
not object to my taking Stephen Blod-
ger, Jr., along?” said Mr. Blodger.

“Not if you take the precaution to
warn tho steward of the ship to lay in
an extra supply of provisions—that boy
has such an immense appetite. It
would be awful {f the provisions ran
short in mid-ocean in consequence of
it,’* said Armida, in a joking manner.

“Armida, please be serious,” said her
mother, gravely.

“Oh, 1 must break out occasionally,
mamma, or | shall grow melancholy.™
Mrs. |
gwer as an indisputable fact.

The result the conversation
that Mr. DBlodger deputized
make arrancements for their early de-
parture by way of Liverpool He
no time in doing it, and that very day
he sccured berths on a Cunarder sailing
the last week in May. When the day
came everybody was ready. and, as the
noble ship steamed down the barbor
out on to the broad Atlantic, Mrs.
Delaro’s mind was full of thoughts re-
garding the occurrennes of the years
since her beloved huuband was torn
from her side.

“Will my purpose ever bs fulfilled?”
she would ask herself. “And must
that villain be permitted to still roam
this earth without paying the penalt
of his crime?” :

Durlng her life on board ship she had
ample opportunity for undisturbed com-
munion with her thoughts, and some-
how she had a presentiment that thede-
sire of her life would still be accom-
plished. Often she would almost give
voice to the lines:

* The mills of the gods grind slowly,
But they grind excesading amall™

Then with renewed hope in her breast
she would join the merry throng of pleas-
ure-seakers and endeavor to drive her
thouzhts into a pleasanter channel
though none but hersel! knew how
much the effort cost hear-

Upon arriving in London they went
immediately to the hotel which Armida
had named to Mrs. Bregy, and at once
commencad to
roundings.
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| his last napoleon and lost it.
! not have
**lo” the city and its sur-

day he would trudge around with un- |

tiring zeal, and he insisted on dragging
Armida along with him, until she grew
tired of
most of his excursions

Mr. il lger spont a great deal of his
time at tus American Exhibition. He
was interested in some patents belng
exhibited and also met a large
pumber of his countrymen. Some of
thess he would often Invite to spend
the evening at his rooms in the hotel,

nare

it all and excussd herself from |

and, as Mre Delaro occupied a suite of |

rooms on
introduced & number
her. ‘I'his led o receptions and parties
of various kinds, and finally, finding
that the incessant whirl was too mauch
for her, she decided to leave the busy
city for a time and spend a few weeks
at Bournemoutl, whither ahe and her
daughter went

On the other side of the channel, Mr.
Emerick, in charge of Mrs Bregy and
her son, was busy at Amiens, exerting
his utmost endeavors to procure a ssttle-

ths same floor. he frequently |
of Americans to |

' he had

]

|

885 in the Madelsine im e

| wine and smoke

of it to our huj’ o

When the morning came he took an
early train for the French metropolis,
and the same evening sought out bhis
BOMN.

Eugene had happened to take his
aparfments in a house where there wore
a number of other young students, and
had yielded to their invitation to see
some of the fun of Paris. “Life,” they
termed it Under this baneful influ-
ence his French blood had warmed up,
and before many days had passed he
was rushing headlong into the mael-
strom of questionable pleasures. Itdid
not take his father, with all the expé-
rience gained by all his own course of
life, mores than a moment to note the
change. A glance was sufficient, and
yet, strange to say. his father rejoiced
at it, for this was the condition in whick
he wished to find his son. He knew

| that Eugene's nature was not sirong

enough to stand the temptations of the
fastest city in the universe, and comprs-
hended fully that he would now be a
pliable tool in his own hands. Unnat
ural as such rejoicing may seem, It wus
quite sincere on the father's part. As
for Eugene, he could mot understand
the change of fronton Mr. Emerick’s
part

During the passage across the Atlan-
tic and throughout the remainder of
thair journeying there had been a re-
gerve between the two almost amount
ing to coldness. Still Eugene did not
trouble his befuddled head much 1o
divine the cause; he noted Emerick’s

| cordiality and willingly accepted it for

what it was worth. Any one who had
seen Eugene in the New York grocery
gtore a few weeks ago would not have
recognized him again n nder present con-
ditions. He had rigged himself up pre-
cisely after the fashion of his new-
found associztes and was now A correce
type of the Parisian dude. He also fell
into their wavs with alarming alacrity
and wlready consume as much
43 many clrars as il.T:S
Ile was not only 1i

to enjoyment, but also

could

in the c¢rowa. ko
them in respect
in study. t is one of the remarkable
things about Parisian students that no
matter how late they remain out at
night or to what extent their midnight
orgies may be carried they are always
present at the lecture and generally
pass successfully through their eourse
of study.

Ar. Emerick did not conflde the se-
cret of his wife's recognizance to Ku-
geme at ence. He proposed to wait untid
he saw fully which way the boy was go-
ing. His nightly sprees were becoming
expensive, and he was ranning through
» great deal of money. In fact, Eugene
was fast approaching a financial dilem-
ma, and bhad aslready written %0 his
mother to send bhim on a further supply.
Of course his mother sent it at onos, bus
still she wondered why he needed I If
be made such drafts aa thas on his
slander stock of money left from the
sale of the store he would soon be en-
tirely dependent upon his mother, and,
notwithstanding that she was ready and
willing to find him all he wanted, she
could not help speculating as to why it
was he apent so much.

The Sunday after Mr. Emerick joined
Eugene in Paris they both went out to
the races and on their way home
Eugene told Mr. Emerick he had bet
He need
told this. however, for Mr
Emerick had watched him carefully
and knew as much. Yet he did not
betray his previous knowledge when
Eugene told his talse. They wers roll-
ing along the Champs Elysess when the
conversation took place, and as they
turned off toward the street where they
were going to take dinner, Mr. Emerick
was about to tell Eugens that he wonld
assist him to any extent when that
youug man interrupted him with an ex-
pression of joy. Eugens hailed the
driver to stop and befora Mr. Emerick
knew*what had happened a decidedly
tast-looking Parisian bells was being
handed to the carriage. Simple as the
oceurrence might seem (o any one
acquainted with life in the French
metropolis, it meant a great deal with
Mr. Emorick and convinced him that he
would be abls to carry out the scheme
in mind with the greatest of
eana. a0 far as finding a dupo was ocon-
cerned.

To have aeen the manner in which
the father and son spent ths afternoon
and evening one would uardly bave
imagined that they were the same pair
whe kneeled so devoutly at the sarvice
mern loe.
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o hors did whose religlon was a weekly
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Sunday

They had knesled and sat sido by side
in that beautiful and selemn edilice in
the morning, and at midaight they
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In tact, he told her: |
will resume |

*Theonly |

“] think that |

OUR HEADS WITH

US NSUT TROUBLF
AR DETAILS OF

"“LET
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you goine,” said Me Emerick

WNITH rOMmark wuprTEuoe rripnicu, 4 Doans
comical tone:

“[Let us not trouble our heads with
the vulgar details of life at this time.
‘On with the merry dance’ is the order
of the hour. We will discuss finances to-
morrow.”

With these words he took his un-
known parent’s arm and walked toward
the ball-room.

CHAPTER XVII

When Eugene awoke the next day his
mind was full of the follies of the ono
which bad passed befors it, and in his
sober moments he socon came to the
knowledge of the fact that he had fool-
ishly placed himself in an un-
pleasant predicament from which it
would take aconsiderable sum ol money
to extricate himself. The
his de bts was not a very large sum in
the eyes of many. but Eugene had not
beam possessed of wealth long euough

amounnt of

to oonsider the sum is would take to
settle with his creditors as an insigni-
ficant amount. He disliked very muoch
to acoept the proffered assistance of Mr.
Emerick, but he saw no alternative, as
he musthave the money bufore the even-
ing of the next day er risk arrest
During the evening he met Mr. Emer-
ick and, as they sat at one of the littie
marble-topped tables in a cafe near to
the Grand Opera House, he broached
f his difficulties. [is
1 for

the subjeet o

listener seemed almost prepare: it,
for he asked in o moment: “‘[Tow much
will it take to entirely wipe out your
debta?”

“*About
swered BEugene

“That is bnt
vance it to you in g and you
can tide over gyour After
these words Mr. Emerick was guiet for
gome moments. Eugene thanked him,
but otherwise made no reply. Having,
as it seemed, got his thoughts- into
ghape, Emerick leaned over the tablo
and spesking in & low volce said: “Eu-
gene, I have something to tell you
which may affect your future if not teld
at once.”

“Indeed! what is [t?" inquired Eu-
gene. “Nothing serious, I hope?”

Without any further reference to the
nature of his news, Mr. Emerick sald:
““Your mother's recent acquaintanoce
with me came about, as you know. in s
rather extraordinary manner.”

“Yes 80 ] have understecd,” sald Eu-
gense.

“As you must know sooner or later, I
may as well relate the circumstances to
you at once.” Whereupon he proceedsd
to speak of the occurrence at the dock-
yard gate in Brooklyn and the subse-
guent interview at his rooms in New
York. When he got to the point
where his wife again recognized him he
said: *“Your mother made no mistake.
1 am her husband and your father.™

When Eungene heard these words he
dropped the wine glass he was raising
to his Jips on to the table and ex-
claimed: “Then why did you change
your name?"

“] have aiready had to refusa your
mother an answer to that question and
for the present must decline s answar
you. When the proper time arrives
you shall learn my reasons.” This was
all the satisfaction which Mr.
gave. Eugene was mystified beyond
measure and hardly knew what to say
in reply. but he contented bhimself with
observing: *'Well, you may bave good
reasons but it seems to me like unneces-
sary mystery between father and son. "

*In due time it will all be explained
to you,” said his father. Still Eugene
was full of grave suspicion. He had
himself led such an open, honest life
that such unexplained and questionable
actions on the part of his father gave
bhim grave apprehensions that he was
not the man of imntegrity for which he
passed in the eyesof the world He
made no further allusions, however,
nntil late in the evening when he and
Mr. Emarick wers sitting in the rooms
of the latter. The conversation had
turned on Eugene's [riends, the De-
laros. It was Engene who first men-
' tioned them and if be had been more

1

thousand frances™

a small sum I will ad-
the mor

trouble.’

CIANUARY 22 1801

quire a pretty iy bank account to Ikeep |
rr {
o

Emerick |
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answered Eugene.
“If you had that amount at your baclk
you would not bo long in finding one,
anyhow," was Mr. Emerick's next re-
mark. Then as Eugene did not appear
ready with a reply he leaned over to-
ward bim and whispered: ‘llow would
you like to got »f that wealth?”
“Veary well, if I could come by it hon-
estly,” said Eug
“Come, now, don’t put
ayrone; you know that so
1t it, you would not care

the would give
is no

would

monesy
for there
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As Euren
gtared at his father with fire gleaming
from his cyes and said in an angry tone:
It is a lucky thing for fog that I did
moeet myv father untd morals
wers forined or licnlt
surmise where my have
led me. If those ars your sentiments
do not try to graft them into me."
“Your it ol ill
in a few moments;
vou,”" said Emericlk
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e spoke rain ou know that you
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a8 much
other, and a5 the monoy will
the State any good, I propose that he
should personate Percy Lovel and claim
old Wilcox's fortune.”

“Great God! What kind of man are
you”' asked Eugene. ‘‘Surely, you
are not my father?” He spoke
loudly, but in English, so that
the by-standers did mnot understand
him. *Do you expect me to take ®
hand in such work as that?

“All that 1 shall ask of yon is that you

ure me a spocimen of Percy Level's
bandwriting.” From the manner In
which Mr. Emerick spoke, it was
plainly visikle that he still believed
Eugene to be awuming his attitude of
eoffended morality.

“] could mot if 1
gene.

This remark encouraged Mr. Emerick,
so that he smiled, and resumed in »
rapid, earnest manner: ‘‘You can do it
quite easily. All that you hava to do
is to go over to London, tell Miss
Delaro that you are wealthy. and claim I
her hand. Then watch your oppor-
tunity to open her wriling desk and
take one of Percy Lovel's out
I know she has lots of them.”

“No sir. 1 will never stoop to such
underhand tricks,” said the younger
man with empbasis

Finding he could not induce |
Eugene to help him through in his
schems by holding out prospects of
wealth to bim Mr. Emerick thought he
would resort to another plan. His ac-
tive mind had soon invented one, but as
he proceeded to unfold it he little
knew bow true his supposition was,
“Supposing,” said he, *‘that this En-
glishman should not be dead aftar all
and that he should turn up to claim the
money? ,Then, a3 & natural comse-
quence, he would marry Armida Delaro,
and bow would you feel about that?”

oI wounld fcel like kiiling the pair of
tbem,” responded Eugene. The pros-
pective possession of an immense sum
of money had failed to rouse Eugene's
inward nature, but when that Insiduous I
worker of evil, jealousy, assumed ths |

as 1w was resemble each

ney nover do

would,” said Eu-

latters

that
that

| reins of his mind, he took = different |

course. Besides, he was getting warm |
with wine and his words flew thick and |
fast. “Never,” he said, ''shall any man
marry Armida Delaro but Eogene Bregy.
If she refuses me she shall neverlive to
refuse another.”

: L‘;»'C e

8

cTroricK could hardly have beliesved
that so slight & bint would have cauned
such & change of front, but be inwardly
chuckled at the result of his apparently
sccldentsl suggestion

“Such & thing 14 more than possible,”
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Lugene was as grood as his word. The
next Lhis debta
all paid and a lotter of eredit for a con-
sum in his pocket to defray
motropolls
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iay hoe started to Calals,

siderable
his expenses in the somber
of the world.

Mr. Emerick anothoer route,
Anlens wus to be the scone of the nexk
efforts in behalf of this Prince of Sin

When he related the resulvof bhisvisis
w | to Mrs. Liregy he did not ad-
hero strictly to the truth e told her
that L. wa4 progressing favorably
with his studies and that he had gone
over to Lomds few days Ly way
of a little recreation

Mrs. Brery asked bim if he had
Eugene that he other
Alphonse Bregy and, upon receiving am
aflirmative response, sho said: *“Then
dear busbund, arsin be as we
once were to euch husband and
wife in truth.”

“*Yes. there is now ao obstacle in the
way.” bhe replied

My happiness is complets,” ex-
eclaimed the delichtoed woman, throwing
her arms around his neck. Having sao-
ceeded in working his too confident
wifo up to this pitch, the unprincipled
schemer continued in his deceptive
manner to still furtherdelude the trust-
ing creature.

“Do you prefer to remain in your na-
tive land, my dear,” hea asked, “‘or shall
we return to the country of our sdop-
tion?"

*That is something of which I have
been thinking ever since you left me &
woek ago, and 1 have arrived at the
conclusion that it will be better for us
to our permanent home In
America,” replied. To bear this
from pa delighted Mr. Emerick,
for it meant the sale of ths Amiens
property, and thero was no desire nearer
his heart than that

wStill, we nosd not hurry,'” he sald
““Wo will spend a short time in London
this season It is poing to be a very
brilliant one and should not be missed
since we are so near.”

“That will be a very pleasant way to
spend a fo Still, I should
like to sever mv connection with this
old elt I'or, delightful it is, and
full of 50 many reminiscences of pleas-
days and hours, there is now ne
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soon as every thing is settled we will
leave bersa.” Thess words, as they fell
from Mre Bregy’'s lips, filled the old
dacsiver's heart with flendish gles, and
he readily answered: ‘I will push mat-
tors as fast as possible, and even If we
bave to make a sacrifics we will let the
property go."”

“Any thing to be rid of thess sur-
roundings,' she said.

Mr. Emerick was true to his word,
and in less than ten days every thing
was settled, and he, as Mr. Bregy, was
in sole control of the confiding wom-
an's wealth. Their first steps were di-
rected to Parcis, where a few days were
spent in & whirl of pleasure. Mr.
Bregy, as the ex-merchant Wwas now
known, ssemed as though he could not
do too much to give his newly-recovered
wife pleasure, and all the days were
days of happiness to her. Yet what a
cruel awakening was in store for herl

They had not been in Paris a week
when a reached them from
Eugene, saying that he had not found
the Delaros, as they had left Loandon
and return for a few weeaks,
vy much delighted witn
having met Mr.
# very pleasant

B

letter

would not
the great
Blodpger,

time of it

Upon receipt of this a discussion took
place as to their next movements, and
it was decided to spend a few weeks in
the south of France. They went to
Nioce, and every thing seemed to pro-
gress satisfactorily with them until
about two weeks after their arrival
there, when the newly found husband
grew moody and sulles, and one day,
when Mra Bregy fondly asked the
cause, he told her that his affairs in
New York wera not quite all settled
when he left that city and he feared be
should have to return immediately to
make an adjustment

“*Not without me?” faltered the faith-
ful woman.

“Yes. You can remain bere a few
wenlks, then go to London, and 1 will
raturn from New York 1w mees you
there,” he said.

In 2 moment Mrs. Bregy burst inte
tears, and seemed as troubled as &
bride of twenty might have beeg under
similar circumstances; but after s time
she was consoled and consented to do as
Egerick asked .
: [Te be Continned]
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