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CITAPTER X.

“'Non eat vert, Non eat vert,” sang Percy
Lovel, in a rich voiee, full of pathos.
Cﬁrl’-ainly ho seemod to facl what ho
sang, and accompanied Limself on the
iplano in a perfect manner.  As the last
Rnotes died away he turned .round on
theo stool and noticod that he was not
alone,

“How long sinco you returned, Armi-
da? _1 did not hear you enter the room.”

*No, you wero too much engrossed in
yolt Songz to notico any thing clsa. Dut
how is It I'orcy, that you always sing
BSuch sad songs? One would imagine
that there was soma tored ble grief gnaw-
ingz at your heart, when you sing those
®songs—you do [t with what soems to be
80 much real fecling.”

*If 1do ] can not give a more than
ordinary reason for it. | passionately
iove musle, and my wholo soul responds
whon 1 commence to sing." replicd
Pergy. Continuing, ho asked:

"c‘vn you been to the hospital again
to-duy?"

**¥Yes, I was thero for over an hour. I
Baw toat unfortunate young man's moth-
er, a I'rench lady,whom 1 should imagine
‘Was atono time in ecircumstances far
superior to hor present condition. Even
'ber son secms to possess a bearing
Which is hardly compatiblo with their
surroundings. "

*Did you learn any more of their his-
tory?" asked Percy.

**Nothing; but I promised tocall some
Yime at the store and bavo a long talk

Ith Mrs. Brecy."

Percy was silent a fow moments; but
ho resumed:

“*Armida, T have been thinkinzg that T
would llke to have a talk to that lady
and her son gome timo. In fact, | havo
made up my mind te do it. Their
‘strange connection with Alr. Emerick
puzzles me and my curiosity impels mo
to learn more.™

“What is your motive, Perey?

“You will pardon my abruptness,
Armida, but for tho present it must re=
main a secrel; in duo time you shzall
know all.”

**Na doubt
sons,"
girl.

Changing the subject, Perey asked if
sho could tell whether Mr. Wilcox was
in the house or not.  Armida replied:

“] eaw him a moment ago in tho
Hbrarv.™

**Then if vou will please excuse me, |
will go to him, a8 | wish to sprak with
him on his business.”™ With theso words
Perevy left the room.

Hoe had not gono more than a moment
when Mrs. Daolaro entered thoe room
whera Armida ¢

“

hava e¢xccellent rea-
tho unsophisticated

you

answered

at alone.

“Well, my dear, and how did yoa find
tho pationt to-day?”

“Mo was very much improved, mam-
mig, and will Icave the hospital in a fow

mething
ny Lnn

‘Rrmida, we must try todo so
1 b
not bo

for tluat
he shoull
reCOom pensc

““But tl

YOoungr

DOnoy;

wialtl

be tr L wi
snid Mrs. Delaro as she left the reom.
Sbortly afterward Armida ordered the
carriage and went down-town to dosomo
5:;-‘1-,‘, ine ' - =3 - * F J— s =
thoy
furnishi
Armmi
timo 3
and tl
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D try
Delaro’s mt

This m !
gultation of the
regarding the
conncetion with the Bregy’s.

“Jf Mr, Emerick is Alphonss Dregy
and this woman’s husband, then he o
tainly can not be Velasquez™”™ argued
Mr. Wilcox. '

“Yet,” said Percy,
other information to come which will
change our opinion. For my part I am
now too thoroughlyinterosted in know-
ing who this Mr. Emerick really is to
let the matterdrop. His actions from
firat to last during the brief time that
we saw him were of a character which
gave me dark suspicions, and if there is
a way to find out who he reallyisIam

oing todo it I am afraid I do not

are tgeven hope he is the man wo want,
but [ have become 80 imbued with the
detective spirit that I am aaxious to
satisfy my own curiosity.”

T would suggest,” said Mrs. Delaro,
wisaly, “that we send for Eugene Eregy
and his mother and ask thom to tell us

or

recent developments

“there may be

which tho I'rench woman gavo

I her huasband desertod her.
| the incident of meeting him at a ball to !

| SIED 0L DIgNE WILTUWY aUné man  mm-
crick's imago before me, and something

tolls mo bo is hiding from us or from

| some one”

Or, a World-Wide Chase.

It was several days before Eogene was
ablo to como up to the Delarus’ house.
The neighbors stared hard enouzh when
they saw him and his mother seat tlyra-
Bolves in the stylish victoria which was
drawn up in front of toe store door tw
convey thom to the temporary homo of
our Culifornia friends, and some queer
remurizs wero passed about the airs
herself.
reaching the houso woroe

Upon tkey

| at once ushered into the library and tho

consuliation immediately commenced
Mrs.
cerning her history prior to the timo

Sho rolated

which sho had been invited by some
friends from her own country, and told
thestory of their brief courtship and fin-
ally of her marriago to Alphonse liregy.
what her husband’s business was. She
married life he was a loving husband
and treated her kindly, but aftorwards
he boegan togo away for a week or two
at s time and grew cold towards her.
[inally, about a month after Eugene
born, he went away and never
prain returnad. After that
noever heard of her husband
and that was from a Fronclhi plasterer,
who had been out to Denver. This man
asserted positively that he saw Alphonso
Dregy in that city, but that ho could
not ret to speak to him.  ““That” con-
cluded Mrs. Dregy, *'was all I cver
heard of him, and 1 had given up all

hopo of ever seeing him again until I

was

in Brooklyn.
“Was ther
goncral bes
‘“Yos, he stox
it more especially
(af

y any thing peculiar in his
" asked Derey.

when he pgrew tired
wearing Lis shoulder-braces and
them for o day or two,”

Dreoy.

WORLE osiwi’a

answered Mrs.

they had talken to discover who NMr.
Emeorick roally was since ho woent away
on tho “Trinidad."”

“All that has been done 1 did my-
self,” said Bagene. *1 wentdown to
the offlca of Emerick & Co. oun Pearl
strédot and tho clerk told me that Mr.

ik was in Buenos Ayres.” Eu-
en racounted what he bad heard
whilo the door was closing.

After this very little information of
importance was gained from the mother
and son, but beforo they left, after
being entertzined during tho evening
by Mrs. Delaro and Armida, Mr. Wilcox
sald to Mprs. Dregy: *“Inas as the
carclessness of our coachman was the
cause ol yeur son’s accident, and as you
persistentley refuse any recompense,
you mustallow mn to do one i o

“What at, Alr. Wilcox??

Mrs. Lrery in o pleasant manner.

“You must permnit us to make some
inguniries regarding this Mr. Emerick
and givo us permission to find out all
we can ahout bim," helroplied.

In teful tono Lhe woman replied:
“Any information may boable to
givo to me, no mattor bow scanty in de-
tail, will be recoived and
acknowledged.”

As mother and
driver Mr. Wile
in th still talking about Em-

uch

id

2 gra

vou

the
1 home,

library

all they know. Mrs Bregy will doubt-
less give us their history snd Eugene
may have found ont somsething, the
knowledge of which will be worth pos-
sessing.”

“That
course fo pursue,” remarked Mr.
cox. |
““Then it.can not be dome toe soon,” |
aed Peopny, “i ena ogh oven ge W |

is undoubtedly the proper
Wil- |

in
re-

f thelr

**Still itwill not Lo hard to determine |
1anees,” said Mr. |

on the most favorablo ¢
Wileox. “The man has no business in
Europe, end, as wo know, he has an
fice in Busnos Ayres. The latter would

yped a little, but showed |

Then Mr. Wilcox asked what steps |

of- |

undoubtedly be the most lLkely place to |

find him.”
“*Then what do
said Perey.

yoa propose to do?”

“That is for us now to docide,” re- |

plied the old man.
“I will
Percy, "that I go alone to Buenas Ayres

make a proposition,” said

and find ouvt just whero this manis, who |

he is and what he is deing. My further
sctions must depend to s Iarge extent
on what I discover.”’

“Cood,” g2id Mr. Wilcox, “and in the
meantime, I will keep a sharp lookout
to see if he returns to New York.”

“Bus what excuse shall I bave for
going? asked Percy. “‘It will notdo to

| 1ot too many into the sccret.”

“You can soon frame an excuse. I
have, as you know, a large intorest in a
beef axtract company down there and
that will furnish a plausible reasen for
Four peing. ™

r

Dregy had very little to tell con- i

! maclstrom of

“*Thnom 1% 18 TEreUU UpONT * guera
Perecy.

“¥Yes, and you can go just as soon as
you plcase.”

“As z firat sbep, I will go down-town
in the worning and find
and quickest means of reaching Duencs
Ayres. OStcamers zall so
those Southh American ports that it may
bo some weeka beforoe 1 can start™

By ncon tho next day Percy bad

made arranrements ¢o sail on the Ama-

0ut

zon leaving in four days' time for Rio

de Janeiro, whenco he would have to re-
embark for the River Plata. That
samo night Mercy and Armida were en-

tan Opera-liouso.

They bad not been drawn far into the
Now York socicty
their life was not without some little
pleasures of tho kind and this was ane
of tho exceptional occasions  This
would probably be DPercy’s last oppor-

| tuntty of escorting Armida anywhere

Butsheeither could notor would not tell |

during that season. The ball passed off

| pleasantly, but soveral times during tho

said that for the firstsix moaths of their |

timo sho |
but onco |

et bim a few months ago at the dock |

cvaning Perey felt that the attentions
which Armida was receiving from a
crowd of admirers worricd him censid-
erably and he began to wondor whother
t would be safe to leavo Ler among
such a crowid of eligible men. During
his absence sho might possibly meet
ono who would capture her free heart
In that caso she would never know that
he had loved her unless ho told hor
now.

Many times during tho evening Ar-
midna found him sitting in a quiet piaco
apparently lost in thonght and once sho
accused him of being exceedingly dull

iut Percy had mado up his mind what
he would do, and on the way home from
the ball he Legan Lo put test quostions
to Armida. 7The result of ber replies

e

NOTICED PERCY AND ARMIDA IN
EADNEST CONVEHRSATION.

3 that as they each sat in the parlor
ing their toes over a register pre-

to retiring, Percy declared his
passion. It was only the old story told
porhaps with slight wvariation, but be-
foro be hod finished Mr. Wilecox, who
had heard their voices, came down to
have o parting word. 1t was past his
usus for rotiring, but he had
'« to sce tho pleasure-seckers re-
he knew they would not remain
wid oven now it was only a
little after one o'clock. Heexzme down-
stairs flmost mnoisclessly and as he
lied thedoorof the parlor ho noticed
ading very closely over Armida
in earnest conversation. Tho
angry with himself for
osting a seene, bt
ok once

JUFNG, pLAsEE

turn as
very late

raad
Perey bo
Gy e el
was

0 inl

now

be alono with he MBIy
poiled quite inzdve

wkd have

hanes ¢

0w

uango waro
ho better society of

theso of

10 Sy,

0
o Fuests
rities

! wera not open,
any of th

o numerous wealthy foreign
residents invite them to their tables.
Yet it was no uncommon thing
them to spend the evening and greater
of the mnight at Mr. Emerick’s

g o=
Dal e

houses of the eivil au- |
neither did |

tho Lest |

secldom for |

for I

Liouse, and one of tho servants had onco |
told a confldential friend ontside that .
their amusement consisted slmost en-

tiraly of playing cards, drinkingz wine
and smoking. Yet Mr. Emerick was
excnedingly strict in his attendance to

business and was regularly sesn at his

desk

in the office of Emerick & Co., |

in a largo four-story modern budinessr

block situated near to the custom-| they of course did not deter him from

Only very seldom did the mer-
chant appear at the theater. Ocecasion-
ally he could be seen at an Anglo-
German concert hall, but not often, and
theon he was usually alone and wonld
drink his wine in a little private box
and go guietly home.

house.

"IDat DIgOT Grtal 013 arrival 8t SUcnos {

Ayres, our friend Lovel casuslly made
up his mind to drop iuw the place for
an hour. FHe was quite slemo and, sit
ting at & aide table partlally bidden by
oeena tohne he could withews wodne

]

; of the river ports, and returned on the

{ ance, ho still lingered hoping to sve the
grazod o ro Lo a ball at the Metropoli- |

| cards and T have just csuse for being

effort ses all that was going on yet not |
attract particular attention to him-
solf.

Ho had been seczted there zbout an
hour when, happening to loek up, his
oyes rested upom the familiar form of
Mr. Emerick standing up in one of the
boxes. Ho was just arranging his chalr
s0 that ho could sic bebiad the curtains
and not be visible to the audionce but
Lovel noticed that he was aloneand had |
a siagio bLottle of wine belfors him.

Percy failed to 'get a grlimpse of him
arain durinT all that evoning, but bhe
waited patiently and, after tho perform-
merchant pass out. llo had to wait
somo time and in parts of the hall many

j of the lighta werd being extinguished
but

before Mr. Emerick to leave.
VWhen hio did he moved atout as though
afraid of being seon. It was hardly the
place whore ono would expoct to seo a
person of hid position and that was prob- !
ably his reason for his cautious movo-
ments. Perev followod his man rathor
closely as he went towards tho stage
door whore he meota lady just coming
out ‘l'oretier theoy walked across tho
*laza and found aconveyanco which was
evidently wailingz for them, for, without
a word to the driver, they ook their
soats nnd were driven away.

*T'he moro 1 sce of this man the mora
of a mystery does ho becomo to me; but
I would like to gota good look wt him
face to face once,” soliloquized Lovel.

Tho opporLunity wus not long de-
layed, for a few days later Poercy was
scated on ono of tho marblaseats in the
ghade of tho "aradiso treecs on the Plaza
Victoria whon who should approach
but Mr. Emerick. Percy was reading o
portion of u Loodon paper which had
arrived on the last maul, and was handed
to him by an English army ofleor at
the hotel. e kardly know how to
cost Emerick, but resorted to very sim-
ple tacties by asking him in thoe free
and easy manner which he had aequired
in America, if he would pe bim to
tako a light from bLis cirar. Emor-
gold maich Lo=

aroga

ac-

it
‘\‘lv.
fck at once drow out a
and supplied the
*You arc a siranger herc?” ho

Perey.

said to

be was the woman
| mot, ho posscsand ne clow of any kind |

indeed. v a
fow days nce,” roplied ercy, ot
samn time feeling evoutly thankful
that Mr. Emerick had not recornized
him. Itwasso dark on tho piazza at
Long Dranch, thie only placa where Mr
had met Percey, that it was a
safe ¢ to take, and it had apparently
passed safoly.

“‘Have you any acquaintances in Duo~
nos Ayres?’ was Mr. Emerick’s firsr
question.

“*None, over,”
“I am hiero to sce the
not intend to remain long."

“*Where arp yorr staying,

AT Hotel Victoria,”

ply.

*I'am,

51 tho |

Emerick

|
Perev:

do

answornd
country, and
v I ashk?”
the re-

the was

suma?”

"“Yos.”
ing to his long residence
*“*If yvou ever find tho
heavily on your hands while here,” sn
Mr. Emerick, *drop in at iny ofl
sce me.” Saying which b
card and handed it to Per
inquire your name?” he
handed tho eard.
“Byron Huntly,”
“1 o
Th the assumod
which Perey bad registered at the hotel
and the one by which he was i 1
A few days later he cull
:mers ico and look
He
3¢ a'few

n America.
ime hanging |

id

answered Percy without allud
£

imn

5 W

» Mr. Emorick’s noxt week. The:
were one or lwogentlemon ia Whak party
to-night who are adlepts at handling the

3 oven

HE DEEW OUT A CAED AND
PEECY.

HANDED IT TO

Thesa words set P ercy thinking, but

going to Mr. Emerick’'s on that night
week.

During the time which intervened he
tock a trip up the Riode la Plata to one

morning of bis appointment for thecard

party.
When svening came Mr. Emerjck |
called for him at the hotel and together |
they wentout to the merchant's house. |
Peroy was left to himself for about half |
an hour before dinner, and he occupied |
meet of the time with his thoughts. He

COTIU GUL DY o 0TI WAnT ap o wasres
that this man Emerick was the man bo
was searching for, yet he could not give
up the idea that Emerick was in biding
for tomo purpose of his own. ‘I'beroswas
o slight resemblance to Velasgues, o8 ho
remembered that raseal, but so long o
timo had clapsed sinee he used to watoh
the play a! the gaping house In
San Francisco that it wonld
oun to accuie this man of being Marlo
Delaro’'s murlereor
that he was altogeither mistakon.

3
nigh

Do

sldes, in regard to finding out whother
DBrogy's husband or

on which to worl.

Tho oarly part of the evening passed
pleasantly enough.
win and so did the goatleman who had
given him tho warning on the last ccoa-
sion of their playing. DBut after mid-
night—tho turn cams  Inan incredibly
short space of time the Spaniard’s pile
was reduced to almost nothing, and
Percy also plaved a losing gamo.  Allof
a sudden he dotected tho unpleasant
fact that they wers being choated.
When be madoe this discovery hodid not
busitate o moment, hut threw down his
cards and refused to pley. The Span-
fards and Mr. Emerick stared at kim in
amazomaont and asked tho reason. Lean-

ing back in his chair and quiotly light- !

ing a cizar, ho said, as he pufled away
without the slightost recand to consc-
quences: “'Lecause this game is cerook-
ed.”

Every man oxcopt tho Spaniard who
had warned Peorcy jumped to bis feet
“Sir,” they said In unison, “what do
you mean by this insult?” *“Precisely
what I sald,” the eool and undaunnted
Englishman replied
insults may pass unnoticed in
Emerick, with as-

*Such
Enrland.” said Mr
sumed haughtiness, “but
aro differont.  Thoe insult which you
bave offered uscan only be wiped aut
in one way.”

“On the modern French planor in the
stern reality?” wsked Percy, who could
nuot resist the temptation to hurl a sneer
at the man for ho had conceived
such »stront dislike

*Wo hav= but onoe plan here,™
up a tall, musiached Spaniard,
that is to firht to tho death.”

“Undoubtedly a very good one, too,
you prepoeso that 1l should fight
you singly. will you all pounco
L onee, or do I take my choico
Mercy's roply, made
ng thoagrh he wan enrincerine
unfumiliar stroet. Too
commonced speaking
ho samo Lwo

I'e¢rcy, but he

whom

spoko

*‘and

but do
ecach of
upon me a
of opponent?” was
as ensi
his way on an
opaniards at cne
runidly o esch other, at t
cestange STy
never Ninched.

During this

. 1
§ Girasou

FIAnTes o6
conversation Percy's
cach othier through his
with lghtnine swiftness. If be
his opponent must be this man
And what if Emerick should
> In tha
who ho really
wde o mis-
in « Lhesoe hot-headed
Spaniards. , there was ono who
1 probably render him assistancs,

ba relied upon.

thourut

mind

fougsht,

Emorick
=

Pravs

mizhit never bn

Ho ol

y histter man
lea=nerd
Was that ho hed ©

taka

AT
not

coased thelr
as

ey
ck, ncting

you mu
rentlemen
it shall
Lo

iru

pire

SO

i 1t ag d l himself. Dat Percy was
not cunsidering whom he should fight;
on that point his mind was fully mado

He hod other thoaghts in his mind.

lo

Looking Mr. Emericle straight in the
eyes ho riveted that gentleman's gaze
in such a manner that there was no es-
cape. Then ia a clear, calm woice be
uttered the words: “‘Leon Velasquss, 1
will fight you.”

But if Mr. Emerick was Indeed Ve-
lasquez, Percy's words took no apparent
effect, for not a muscle of the mer-
chant's face moved as Le replied:
““There is no one of that name in the
room; to whom do you refer?”

“To you,” answered Percy; “butl
will fight you under any name you
wish.”

1 fail to understand why you should
address mo by any name other than my
own, but our seconds will make arrange-
ments, and I am prepared at any time
to meet you,"” was the reply.

The tall Spaniard and the gentleman
whom Percy had named as his second
then held a cousultation and soon de-
cided that the meeting should take
place at daylight in a secluded spot to
the northwest of the town.

Percy chose to fight with rapiers, as
he was tolerably skillful in the use of
thoee weapons and felt more certain of
getting fair play. All arrangements
being completad, Percy and his second
at once made their departure. There
was still time for a few hours’ sleep, and
Percy declded to take advantage of it

But no sconer bad Percy and his
friend departed than the tall Spaniard

Perey continued to |

hore things |

bs danger- |

and then discover |

t casn ib

3t | -
Lo |\

bo | |

DIDN'T KEEP A DIRECTORY.

A Druggiet, Whoss Store Adjoline s Lamges
Dry Osods House, Hna Ne FPlonle.

“I would like to look st yonr diresss
ory. pleasa” said I, the other day, em
entering o drng stors on Sixth avenus,
near Ninetsenth street.

Thoe mne behind the connter looked up
with a veary expression snd guiethye
shook his bhead

“What's $he matter,”™ 1 asiod]. “Don’t
von keep a directory bhere?

Agzunin the hoead ropeated,

Lunation.
ure

and then 1 esught for an
“You see,” sadd the dmugo AV
ht i amone all these 1y roods
e, and as theircu s muostly

tundies of moro or less 0 i plhice
cld be fairly os venen sl
dny lomg if wo hiad o ro L
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4] "oy
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youth of today
RNows more ges I_"'I'LI.E'El;\' 10 o minnte than
his father, when was a schoolboy,
knew in tén yvears, or is it that the father
forgot nearly all of his knowledgs im-
mediatelv after closing the covers of his
big geography? Haowever that is, one
thing is certain—tihat nine voungsters
out of ten who can’t count 8o muany years
as they have fingers can “‘floor” their
whole grown up families on mountains,
lakes, rivers and streams, citics, towns
and villages and boundaries, They not
only do this perzistently and uncompro-
misingly, bat they take particular de-
light in making their sisters’ callers
flush to the roots of their hair with their
terribly erudite guestions.—New York
Tribune.

averaso
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The Nary of China.

So far as the power of the fleet is con-
cerned China is the eighth in ronk. But
the lack of proper organization, equip-
ment and personnel renders her fine ves-
sels practically valuelesa for purposes of
war. It may be said that China has ne
army, only collections of umiformed men,
and that she has no navy, but simply &
number of naval vesssls with some of
= mhabitants on board. —New York

-




