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He was a man whose nature it was not |

jlo rest unless his hands were steeped in
ime, and he hesitatod at nothing
hen a chanee camo within his reach to
mecure a good round sum of money.
Delaro had not pleased him with his
kearefulness; besides
jated at his repeated losses by specula-
on and ready for any kind of a deed as
means to escape his difflculties.
“Excuse me for a moment.” he said,
fore they started.
o my room. "

He was only gone for a few moments,

no

rbut It was long enough to get what heo |

'wanted.

There was not much
jtwomen on their walk towards the town
mnd on beyond it to the cellars; their

ifferences wero sottled and only one or
Rwo minor matters were left to discuss.
hen they were about two bundred
ards from the entrance to the cellars,
olasquez stopped and seated himself
a log, saying that he wounld remain
Rhero until Mario returned.

Marlo Delaro proceeded toward the en-
Rrance and was soon inside. [t did not

ke him more than twenty minutes to
gonclude his inspection, after which he

id not wait, but at once started down

e road toward where he had left
Velasquez sitting.

! He could not saee Velasguez where he
ihad left him, but supposed that he

ad walked on a little way. He whistled
End shouted: “Velasquez! Veluagquez!™

ut no answer came.

Buddenly he heard s slight noise be-
thind him, but he had no time to turn.

blow, a groan, and M: u’in Delaro was

n the dust. Ho had received his death
jwound and Velasquez was the murderer.

Thé Blow had been almad too sure for
#he victim to retain consciousness more
fthan’a second.

splasquez dragged the body In be-
Kweon the vines, and, after making sure
that the deadly blado had done its work
well, he left hia victim to die.

Shortly afterwards Anton Reyman
passed by, followed in the course of half
an bour by threa of the cellarmen, who
thad beon helping him with some work
'that. had caused a great deal of
mnd worry in tha cellars of late.

Velasguez was at the Dolaro home by
#his timo. Ie had entered the study,
jpicked the lock tha desk and taken
lout hizs own note and the receipt he had
igiven Dolaro for the fiity thousand dol-
ilars.

After that he
jslept as soundly as if g
twere perfoct strangars 'u him.
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CHAPTER ITL
The morning
UAZ arose « .1-1_1'. a3 was the custom
fwith every one in the Sonoma valley,
jand started cut for a ride. He did not
appear to nave had a very bad night of
{$ and, for a man who must bavo had the
lrecollectlon of o recent murder ever
ipresant bofore him, he was remarkably
iself-possossed.

After leaving tha party of men who
twere escorting the dead body of
jDelaro into the little town of San Paocla,
the hastened to the railroad depot and
bent, a message to friends of his victim's
iyoung wife welling them of the horrible

urrence and warning them to be
ful in breaking the news to her.

He thon started back and reached the

ttls, low bullding, dignifiad by the

ame car(ﬂ:lty Hall, a few moments after

& O rs had arrived with their

harge.
i The body was placed in a room cone
nected with the hall, after which the
boroner was promptly notified, and it
not long before the
through the town.

The body had herdly been carried In |

fore & servant from Delaro’s house
me rushing along In eager haste on
is way to the cellars. The man bad
ope up to the badroom call Delaro
and found that the door was opane .‘.‘ the
“‘mp still burning an:h a low, flicker
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Then the coroner inquired if Anton
often showed signs of hot temper. *ilo
gels in a rage sumetimes, when things
don't go quite right, but it soon passes
ofl,” was the response.

After this other witnesses were called
who testiflied to several recont quarrels
between Delaro and Agton, thourh all
insisted that pone hot-word
passages were at all se:

Just about this time one
ficers approached Anton and
as though to examine bis clothing.

“Where did you get this on
your overalls? he inguired of Anton

Realizing the horrible purport of the
question, Anton replied: ‘I got that
as | knelt over the body of my dead em-
ployer this morning.” was the reply

‘*Some on your shirt, too," said the !
officer. *'Is that the same shirt you wore
last night?”

Anton's quick temper made the bot
blood fiy to his cheeks, and the veins in
his neck distended as he angrily re-
plied:

“Yes, it {3; but why do you ask such
Insinuating questiona? I must have

got the blood on my shirt when I ex-
amined the body in my curiosity to sce
whether tho wound was salf-inflicted or
not.”

“A pretty thin story,
oner? asked the officer.

The coroner looked wise and said that
that was for the jury to decide. There
bsing no further witnesses to be oxam-
ined the jury were called upon for a
vordict -

It did not take them long to reach a
decision,and in a very few moments they
declared that the dead man came to his
death at the hands of an unknown mur
derer.

FPractically. however,
man™ of their verdict was
toey added: *““We strongly
Anton Reyman be held in cus
ir examination before a
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magnified, however, and the oconse-
quence was that almost before the full
tenor of the situation had made itself
felt in Anton’s mind he stood charged
with the murder of Mario Delaro.

The accused man's distracted wife
had arrived on the scene by this time,
and as soon a8 it was told to her that ,
her husband would be tried for willful |
murder she swoonad AWaYy.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

While Anton lay in jail woearily
awziting bis trianl, Velasquoz crrived
at the comclrsion that aboul the basi
thing bacould do was to move out of Lthe
vallay.

So the lawyers were consulted in re-
gard to Delaro’s estate, and after sever-
al disputes azreod
UG,
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Nearly o month elapsed betweea the
actirent of the vineyard tragedy and
time of Leon Velasquez's final dis-
rance from the Sonoma
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In any case she would have been com-
pelled tosell it :-"".'“.I“,‘ afterwards, foron
the twentisth of ‘the month, thirty days
after Delaro’s deaih, a notice was served
on theexecutors of the estats to the effect
that a note for (§50,000) fifty-thonsand

Leon Velas-
guez and discounted by bhim {n San
Francizco, was due and must be paid in
three daysa

This threw a new light on affairs, and
Mrs. Delaro was amazed. Why had her

sband given Velasgues a note ot

vy o for .wc-h an amount of

RS terly unable to
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The mnext morning Joel Wilcerx
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“What a ife,” thought
young I-.ngli.—‘hman‘- Ithe
intention laft the door ajar when he
ushered Mr. Wilcox into the private
room, and thus heard the remarks as he
sat at his desk in the publie ofce
*Well,"” said Mr. Wiloox, “I have
been fuformed that he had a good many
business transactions with you and that
this would be a likely place to find him.""
“Yes,”" the littla broker responded.
“Mr. Velazg: ainly did
business to with me but
visits here lways of
ormal nat: i wn
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“Expect me there to-night at nine
o'alock, then,” said the clerk, who then
left the room, not a moment too soon, for

t that moment Crandall returned, his
walk out to the other broker's office
shving been meresly a “‘blind.”

Without waiting until he was seated
he informed Mr. Wilcox that the stock
certificates had bean sold and the money

paid to Velasquez, who hnald a power of
attorney for Mr. Delaro.

At this Mr. Wilcox rose to leave, for
he f{elt that the interview with the
clerk would serve his purpose far better
than any quantity of talk with the un-
principled broker. With many polite
farewells and expressions of hopo for
futnre interviews, as well as repgrets at
the visit (en-
tircly upon the part of the broker, how-
ever), the two men parted.

Punctually at the hour of nine Cran-
dall's clerk p..l in his appearance at the
Pzlaes Hotol and was shown up Mr.
Wilcox's room.
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Finally, Lovel told how only a weesk
ago, Velasguez csme lnto the offics and |
went with Crandall to cash a check for
& good part of forty thousand dollars |
which be said was the proceeds of the
share in the rale of the Posada vine-
yards. Loval gave it aa his opinion |
that Valasquez had started BEast with |
very Hlttle short of & hundred thousand
dollars cash money in his possession.
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