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DR. TALMAGE'S SERMON.

SACRAMENTAL DAY AT THE BROOK-
LYN TABERNACLE.

The Yearned and Eloguont Divine Dis-
conrses on the Philosophy of the Chain.

Tis Nattle Heard and Its Coll Seen from

Genesls to Revelntion,

BrookryN, BSept. 16. — Today was
sacramental day at the Tabernacle, and
the more than four thounsand communi-
cant members were joined by thousands
from all parts of this country and from
other lands in the sacred commemora-
tion. The Rev. T. De Witt Talmage,
D. I, preached from Ezekiel vii,
“Make a chain!"” e said:

At gchool and In college in announcing
the mechaunical powers, we glorified the
lever, the pulley, the inclined plane, the
screw, the axle and the \\lu_-o‘. but my
text calls us to study the philosophy of
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the chain, These links of metal, one with |

another, attracted the old Bible authors,
and we hear the chain rattle and see its
coil all the way through from Genesis to
Revelation, flashing as an adornment, or
restraining as in captivity, or holding in
conjunction as in cnse of machinery., To
do him honor, Pharaoh hung « chain of
gold about the neck of Joseph, and Del-
she~zar one about the neck of Daniel.
The high priest had on his breastplate
two chains of gold. On the camels’
hecks the Ishmeelites drove up to
Gideon jingled chains of gold.,

The Bible refers to the ehurch as hav-
ing such glittering adornments, saying:
“Thy neck is comely with chains of
pold.” On the other hand, a chain
means captivity,  David the psalmist ex-
ults that power had been given over his
enemies *‘to bind their kings with
chains." The old missionary apostle
cries out: “*For the hope of Israel, 1 am
bound with this chain.’” In the prison
where Peter is incarcerated you hear one
day a great crash at the falling off of his
chains. St. John saw an angel come
down from heaven to manacle the pow-
ers of darkness, and having *‘a great
chain in his hand,” and the fallen angels
are rej resented as ““reserved in everlast-
ing chains,'"" while in my text for the ar-
rest and limitation of the iniguity of his
time, Ezekiel thunders out, “‘Make a
chain!"’

What I wish to impress upon myself
and upon you is the strength in right and
wrong directions, of consecutive forces,
the superior power of a chain of influ-
ences, the great advantage of a congeries
of links above one link, and in all family
overnment and in all effort to rescue
others and in all attempt to stop iniquity,
take the suggestion of my text and make
a chain!

That which contains the greatest im-
portance, that which encloses the most
tremendous opportuaities, that which of
earthly things is most watched by other
worlds, that which has beating aguinst
its two sides all the eternities, is the
cradle. The grave is nothing in import-
ance compared with if, for that is only a
gully that we step across in a second, but
the cradle has within it a new eternity,
just born and never to cease. When
three or four yvears ago the Ohio river
overflowed its bauks and the wild [resh-

swept down with them harvests
and cities, one day was found floating
on the bosom of the waters a cradle with
a child in it 2ll unhurt, wrapped up snug
and warm, and its blue eves looking into
the blue the open It was
mentioned as something extraordinary.
But every cradle is, with its young pas-
senger, {loating on the swift currents of
the centuries, deep ealling to deep, Ohios
and 5t. Lawrences and Mississippis of in-
fluence, bearing it onward, Now what
shall be done with this new life recently
launched? Teach him an  evening
prayer! That is important, but nof
enough. Hear him as soon as he can re-
cite some gospel hymn or catechism?
That is important, but not encugh,
Every Sabbath afternoon read him a
Bible storv? That isimportant, but not
enough. Once in a while a lesson, once
in a while a prayer, once in a whilea re-
straining influnenwec? All these are im-
portant, but not enough. Each one
of these influences is only a link, and it
will not hold him in the tremendous
emergencies of life. Let it be constant
instruction, constant prayver, constant
application of good influences, a long
line of consecutive impressions, reaching
from his first vear to his fifth. and from
his fifth year to his tenth, and from his
tenth vear to his twentieth *“‘Make a
chain!”

Spasmodic education, paroxysmal dis-
cipline, occasional fidelity, amount to
nothing. You can as easily hold an an-
chor by one link as hold a child to the
right by isolated and intermittent faith-
fulness. The example must connect with
the instruction. The conversation must
combine with the actions. The weekday
consistency must conjoin with the Sun-
day worship. Have family prayers by
all means; but be petulant and incon-
sistent and unreasonable in your house-
hold, and vour family prayers will be a
blasphemous farce. So great in our times
are the temptations of young men to dis-
sipation, and young women to social fol-
lies, that it is most important that the
first eighteen years of their life
charged with a religious power that will
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hold them when they get out of the |

harbor of home into the stormy ocean of
active life, There is such a thing as im-
pressing children so powerfully
good that sixty years will have no more
power to efface it than sixty min-
utes. What a rough time that young
man has in doing wrong, carefully
nurtured as he was! His father and
mother have been dead for years, or over
in Scotland, or England, or Ireland; but

they have stood in the doorway of every |

dram shop that he entered, and under
the chandelier of every house of dissipa-
tion, saying: ‘‘My son, this is no place
for you. Have you forgotten the old
folks? Don’t you recognize these
wrinkles, and this stoop in the shoulder,
and this tremulous hand? Go home, my
boy, go home! By the God to whom we
consecrated you, by the cradle in which
we rocked you, by the grass grown
graves in the old country churchyard,
by the leaven where we hope yet to
meet you, go home! Go home, my boy,

home!”" And some Sunday you will
g surprised to find that young man sud-
denly asking for the prayers of the
church. Some Sunday you will see him
at the sacrament and perbaps drinking
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from the same kind of chalice that the
old folks drank out of years ago
when they commemerated the suf-
ferings of the Lord, Yes, my lad, you
do not bave such fun in sin as you seem
to have., 1 know what spoils your fun.
You cannot shake off the influences of
those prayers long ago offered, or of
thote kind admonitions. You cannot
malke them go away, and you feel like
saving: *“‘Father, what are you dong
here? Mother, why do you bother
with suggestions of those olden times?™
But they will not go away. They will
push you back from your evil paths
though they have to come down frow
their shining homes in heaven and stand
gates of hell, and their bacls
the fiery blast, and with thei
band on your shoulder, ind their bre ath
vour brow, and their
straight into yours, they will say: ~*We
hava to take wou home, O,
HOI mwany anxieties!” AL last
that young man turng  through
the counsecutive influences of a pious
parentage, who out of prayers and [Idel-
ities innumerable, made a chain. That
is the chain that pulls mightily this
morning on five hundred of you. You
may be too proud to shed a tear, and
you may, to convinee others of vour im-
perturbability, smile to your friend be-
side you, but there is not so much power
in an Alpine avalanche after it has
slipped for a thousand feet and having
siruck a lower cliff is taking its second
bound for fifteen hundred feet more of
plunge, as there ia power in the chain
that pulls yon this moment toward God
and Christ and heaven. Oh! the
almighty pull of the long chain of early
gracious influences !

But all people between thirty and forty
years of age, yes, between forty and
fifty —aye, between fifty and sixty years,
and all septuagenarians as well, need a
surrounding conjunction of good infiu-
ences.  In Sing Sing, Auburn, Moya-
mensing, and all the other great prisons,
ara men and women who went wrong in
middle life and old age. We need around
us a cordon of good influence,. We for-
get to apply the well known rule that a
chain i8 no strouger than its weakest
link, If the chain be made up of
1,000 links and 999 are strong, but one
is weal, the chain will be in danger of
breaking at that one weak link. We
may bestrong in a thousand excellences
and vet have one weakness which en-
dangers us. That is the reason that we
somelimes see men distinguished for a
whole round of virtues collapse and go
down. The weak link in the otherwise
stout chain gave way under the pressure,
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chain bridge was built in
Walter Scott tells how the
French imitated it in a bridze across the
river Seine. DBut there was one weak
point in that chain bridge. There was a
miiddle bolt that was of poor material,
but they did not know how mueh de-
pended on that middle bolt of the chain
bridge. On the opening day a proces-
sion started, led on by tlw builder of the
bridge: and when the mighty weight of
ocession was fairly on it the bridge
and precipitated the multitudes.
The bridge was all right except in that
middie bolt, 8o the bridge of charncter
may be made up of mighty links strong
encvuzh to hold a mountain; but if there
wenk spot, that one point un-
loakedl after may be the destruoc-
tion of everything. And what muliti-
tudes have gene down for all time and all
eternity because in the chain bridge of
their character there was lacking a strong
mididle bolt. IHe had but one fault and
that was avarice; hence, forgery. Ha
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| had but one fault and that was a burning
thirst
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and hence

intoxicants; hence, his fatul

She bad but one fanlt and
inordinate fondness for dress,
her own and her hushand’s
bankruptey, She had but one fault and
that 2 quick temper; hence the disprace-
ful outburst. What we all wantis to
have put around usa sitrong chain of
good influences. Christain association is
a lInk. Good literature is a link. Chuirch
membership is a link. Habit of prayer
Yink. Seripture research is a link,
Faith in God 15 a link., Put together all
these influences. Make a chain!
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Most excellent is it for us {o get into
company better than ourselves. If we are
given to telling vile stories let us put cur-
selves among those who will not abide
such utterance. If we are stingy let us
put ourselves among the charitable, If
wa are morose let us put ourselves among
the good natared. If we are given to
tittle-tattle let us put ourselves among
those who speak no ill of their neighbors.
If we are despondent let us put ourselves
among those who make the best of things.
If evil is contagious, I am glad to say that
good is also catching.  People go up into
the hill country for physical health; so
if vou would be strong in your
goul yourself up off the low-
lapds into the altitudes of high moral
assoviation. For many of the circum-
slances of our life we are not responsible.
For our parentage we are not responsible.
For the place of cur nativity, not re-
sponsible; for our features, our stature,
cur color, not responsible; for the family
relation in which we were Lorn, for cur
natural tastes, for our mental character,
not responsible, But we are responsible
for the associates that we choose and the
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| moral influences under which we put

curselves, Character seeks an equilib-
rimm. A, B.is a good man., Y, Z. ic
a bad man, Let them now voluntarily
choose each other’s society. A. B. will
lose a part of his goodness and Y. Z. a
part of his badness, and they will grad-
ually approach each other in character
and will finally stand on the same
ievel,  Ome of the old painters re-
fused to look at poor pictures be-
cause he said it damaged hisstyle. A
musiciau cannot afford to dwell among
discords, nor can a writer afford to pe-
ruse books of inferior style, nor an arch-
itect walk out among disproportioned
structures. And no man or woman was
ever s0 good ns to be able to afford to
choose evil associations. Therefore 1
said, have it a rule of your life to go
among those better than yourselves.
Cannot find them? Then what a pink of
perfection you must be! When was your
character completed? What a misfort-
une for the saintly and angelic of heaven
that they are not enjoying the improving
influence of your society! Ah, if you
cannot find those better than yourself, it
is because you are ignorant of yourself.
Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites!

But, as I remarked in the opeuning, in
sacred and in all styles of literature o

chain means not only adornment and
royalty of nature, but sometimes cap-
tivity. And I suppos#'there are those in
that sense deliberately and persistently
making n chain. Now here isa young
man of good physical health, good man-
ners and good education. How shall he
put together enough links to make n
chain for the down hill road? 1 will
give him some directions. First Jet
him  smoke, If he cannot stand
cigars let him try cigarettes. [ think
cigareites will help him on this road a
little more rapidly because the doctors
say there is more poison in them, and so
he will be helped along faster, and I have
the more confldence in proposing thise
because about fifty of the first young
men of Brooklyn during the last year
were, according to the doctors' ro
killed by cigarettes. Let him drink light
or ale or lager, and gradually

ports,
wines first,
he will beable to take something stroneer,
and as all styles of strong drink are more
and more adulterated, his progress will
be facilitated. With the old time drinks
a man geldom got delirium tremens be-
fore 30 or 40 yvears of age; now he can
get the ];'\ the time
is 18. Let him play cards, enough
money  put up  always to  add
interest to the game, If the father and
mother will play with him that will help
by way of countenancing the habit. And
it will be such a pleasant thing to think
over in the day of jundgment when the
parents give account for the elevated

madness

manner in which they have reared their |

children. Every pleasant Sunday after-
noon take a carriage ride and stop at the
hotels on either side the road for Sab-
bath refreshments. Do not let the
old fogy prejudices against Sabbath
breaking dominate jyou. Have a
membership  in some cluo where
libertines go and tell about their
victorious sins, and laugh as loud as any
of them in derision of those who belong
tothe same sex asyour sisterand mother.
Pitch your Bible overboard as old fash-
ioned and fit only for women and chil-
dren. Read all the magazine articles that
put Christianity at disadvantage, and go
to hear all the lectures that malign Christ,
who, they say, instead of being the
Mizhty One he pretended to be, was an
impostor and the implanter of a great
delusion. Go, at first out of curiosity, to
see all the houses of dissipation and then
70 because you have felt the thrall of
their fascination. Getting along splen-
didly now!

Let me see what further can I suggest
in that direction. Become more defiant
of all decency, more lond mouthed in your
atheism, more thoroughly aleoholized,
and instead of the small stakes that will
do well enough for games of chance in a
ladies' parlor, put up something worthy,
put up more, put up all you have, Well
i ! You bave succesded. You have
made a chain—the tobacco habit one linlk,
the rum habit one link, the impure club
another link, infidelity another link, Sab-
bath desecration another link, unclean-
ness another link, and altogether they
make a chain. And so there is a chain
on your hand and a chain on your foot
and a chain on your tongue and a
chain vour eye and a chain
on your brain and a chain on your
nroperty and a chain en your soul.
day you wake upand vou say:
tired of this, and I am going to get le
from this > You pound =z
with {he hams good resolution, bLut

annot break the thrall. Your friends
juin vou in pil - of help, but fall
sxchausted in the unavailing att
Now yvon begin, and with the writhing
of a Laocoon, to try to break away, and
the muscles are distended, and the preat
beads of perspiration dot your forehead,
and the e tand ont from the socket
and with all the concentered cnergies of
bady, mind and soul you attempt to got
loose, but have only made the chain sink
er. All the devils that encamp in the
ine {iack and the rum jug and the de-
for each one has a devil of itsown
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vour couch and cry: O God,
let meloose! Oye powers of darkness, let
me loose! Father and mother and broth-
ers and sisters, help me to get loose!”
And you twrn your prayer to blasphemy
and then your blasphemy mto prayer,

and to all the din and uproarthere is |

played an accompaniment, not an accom-

panient by key and pedal, but the ac- | cu!
companiment is rattle and the rattle is | ¢
For five years, for ten |

that of a chain.
years, for twenty years, you have been
making a chain.

But here I take a step higher and tell
you there is a power that can break any
chain, chain of Dody, chain of mind,
chain of soul. The fetters that the
hammer of the Gospel have broken
off, if piled together, would make a
mountain. The captives whom Christ
has set free, if stood side by side, would
make an army. Quicker than a ship
chandler's furnace ever melted a cable,
quicker than a key ever unlocked a hand-
cuff, quicker than the bayonets of revo-
lution pried open the Bastile, you may
be liberated and made a free son ora
free daunghter of God. You have only
to chioose between serfdom and emanci-
pation, between a chain and a coronet,
between Satan and God. Make up your
mind and make it up quick. When the
king of Sparta had crossed the Hellespont
and was about to march through Thrace,
he sent word to the people in the differ-
ent regions asking them whether he
should march through their countries as
a friend or an enemy. *'By all means as
a friend,” answered most of the regions;
but the king of Macedon replied: *I will
toke time to consider it.”’ “Then,’ said
the king of Sparta, *‘let him consider it,
but meantime we march—we march.”
So Christ, our King, gives us our choice
between his friendship and his {rown,
and many of us have long been consider-
ing what we had better do; but mean-
time he marches on, and our opportuni-
ties are marching by. And we shall be
the loving subjects of his reign or the
victims of our own obduracy. So I urge
you (o precipitancy rather than slow de-
liberation, and 1 write all over your
soul the words of Christ I saw inscribed
on the mopument of Princess Elizabeth
in tho Isle of Wight, the words to which
her index finger pointed in the open
Bible when she was found dead in her
bed after a lifetime of trouble: ‘*Come
unto me, all ye who are weary and
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
Is there a drunkard here? You may, by
the Saviour's grace, have thai fire of
thirst utterly extinguished. Is there =
defrauder here? You may be made :
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| Bajat. Ts there a libertine here? You
| thay be made as pure as the light
When a minister in an ontdoor mecting
in Scotland was eulogizing goodness,
there were hanging around the edee of
the audience some of the rmost ey ed
men and women, and the minister =aid
nothing about merey for prodizuls. And
6 depravail wom el

fiul
re 15 something about your hand
aud arm  that makes mo think they
an und wingr And if wvou
would possibalities are sug-
pested by that, ask the eagle that h:
looked close into the eve of the noonday
sun; or ask the albatross that has struck
ts claw into the black locks of the tem-
pest; he condor that this morn-
ing is descending to the highest peak of
Chimborazo. Your right hand and arm
and vour left hand and arm, two uan-
developed wings, better get reads for the
einpyrean
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Thy et
have boeen chains
WOy i history, t 1
fustened the prisoner of Chillon (o
pillar, into the staple of which I lu
| thrust » hand, on the isalate 5
!h" !,:IJ.."I
which the Rus=sian exile clanks
way to the mines ol Siberia;
chain which Zenobia, the eaptive guoeen,
wore when brought into the presence of
Aurelian. Aye, there have
in chains, and nations in chams, and
there has been o world in ehains; but,
thank God, the lasl of them shall
broken, under the liberating
power of tha omuipotent Gospel
shackles shall fall from the last neck and
the last arm and the last foot. Bt these
shattered fetters shall all be gathered up
again from the d and the work-
houses and the mine ) i
the fields, and they shall again be welded
and agnin strung link to link, and pol
ished and transformed uantil this sworld
which has wanderes and been a
recereant world and a lost world, shall by
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throne of Go 10 longer the iron chain

: the gollden cl ,
redesming  love. There let this old
raunsomed world swing forever! Roll
on, ye vears, roll on, yo days, roll on.ye
hours, and hasten the glorious consumma-
tion!
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Churches in the United States,

The Independeut last year published
statiztics showing the numerical strength
of the united chwrclies of this country
to be o little over 10,000,000, 1t 1‘-.‘t.':-r',[1_".‘
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‘rom ewmigration has undoubtedly
been more than this,
the natural increase, DMethodism last
year claimed an inerease of 500,000; this
year it falls below the Baptist d '
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The Slang of Oliden Times.
In the days of old the foilowi
was used by
osztlers, boots, ete., all alone (i
ing roads: An empty cc
mad woman; asking passengers for
money, kicking them; a passenger not
on the bill, a shoulder stick, a bit of s,
or a short one; a passenger who paid
shabbily, a scaly one; not paying at all,
tipping the double; a glass of spirits, a
flash of lightning, a drop of chort, or
don't stop to mix it; a white hat, a billy
shallow, a kicking horse, a miller; g
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loping horses, springing them: i
near o anything, feathier edging
coach, a drag, reins, ribbon:

tle: whip, a tool; a good cos
artist; o bad one, a spoon, ©
hand; one just got to ywork,
eateked one.—New York Sun,

At a “*Cyelist Corso™ in Vienua tl
were bicyoles and tricyeles of 200 difer-
ent gystems.
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