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its first daily under its present manage
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consideration of all the surroundings in
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FLANKING “Il'll[l PHIL.”

THE MAN WHO CAME NEAR SPOIL-
ING SHERIDAN'S RIDE

Tells the Confederate Side of the Famous
Double Battlefleld of Cedar Creek—Gen.
John B, Gordon Throws New 1. ght

the Subject.

From the following statement it appenrs
that had the battle been carried on according
to Ger (rordon’s plan, even Sheridan bimself
could not have saved the day, though “he
rode from Winchester, twenty miles away.”
Gen, Gordon bas still the look of A warrior
who could prove an agly enemy the bat-
tietield, though this with bim in the
Gettyshurg botel demonstrated his affalality
and winning qualities when recounting to a
former o the strange chain of events of that
wonderful day on the sinnons banks of Cedar
The old rebel leador was seated at
hie between Gen, Danicl £ Sickles and
Hunt, the well known chief of artillery
of the Army of the Potomae. Responding to
vhe salutation of The Herald reprosentative,
ien. Gordon opened the way at onece for con-
rersation,
“General,

strategy

on
chat

[ &4 | f'l‘k<
tr

Lren

I am told that the splendid bit
by which we were surprised on
of the 19h of Octolwr
iy credited to yout”
“Yes, the plan was mine
as the conduct of the fight

¥4
the morning is to be
and so
up toon Ccertain
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| [ could see the sore spois on the horses'

| & Letter opportunity for making

| count the
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S“For the time Being we wono ne of the great
victories of the war. DEvery detuil of the
movement was carefully }rlnnu»-l, and for
twelve hours it was supremely successful, 1
luud gone the day before, Oct. 15, to the top
of what called Massanutten mountain,
where we bhad a signal corps stationed, and
had taken vitions throongh field
ginsses, There was n magniticent bird’'s eyve
view. The Shenandoub was the silver bar
between us. On the opposite sideof the viver
distinetly see thé rod cuffs of the
Whyv, I had so good a view that
bueks
of the Belle Grove
members Of Bheridan's
I could not lmag
ont an ene-
conld even
The camp
1 marked the

is

obser the

artillerists

in your camp.  In front
mansion | could see
stalf poming nond gaing i1e
and strength, |
men who were there,
was splendidly exposed to me.

my's position

| pOsition of the guns and the pickets walking

| to and fro, and observed where the
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| ground it
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| el sure that it could be done,
| cpvalyy

(njoys |
the |
the gener- |

| fantry,

g
cayvalry
was placed,

‘It flasted apon me (nstantly that
of Gen. Sheridan
would attaick him on his right, which was
the only ploce supposed possilile for the ad-
vance of any army. 1Iis left was protected
by the Shenandonh; at this peint
tain was very pregipatogs

the ex-
was that we

ths inoun-
and the yiver rman
Pherewas no road at all, and the
war guarded only by a mere cavairy
picker, 1 saw our opportunity in an instant,
andd [ told the officers present that if
Early would permnit me to move my corp: (|
was then commuanding Fwilis vorps) down to
this point 1 could get around the mountain,
Both sides believed this was Il.l‘r---—.‘:,l‘. biut 1
My plan
attack “"l(l' fans
dismounted, and them
I kuew that if we conld do
we woenld gain a great victory.
GORNON'E PLAN,
AW hat were the details of
“There was a back road rununing from onr
position on Fisher's hill to the Federal right,
where the cavalry was postedt I expected to
de:eive the Federals by Lonwuz’s siwkack. I
wontld e dogk sbidl, and lhﬂ._\' conld not dis-
our dismounted cavalry from in-
and would believe that our main
attack was there on their right. This would
leeve us free to operate around their left.”
“How did Gen, Early receiv:
posal 7 I
e plan was submitted, talked over, and
finally substantially agreed upon. [ took
my command, baving ordered them to leave
their cunteens, sabers and evervthing that
vould malke a noise behind., 1 knew that oux
only dependence was in absvlule secrecy and
completa surprise. After inspgcting
inrs with my stafff 1 found I conld get my
wien avound the mountain by putting them
51 file. I discoverad still another
place where the horses could be led, although
the venture would be exceedingly dangerons.
the expedition was essentially one of
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Still,

| great peril, and more or less dauger was of

| dan had issued

| prise was

little ¢« nsequence -
Haw it that the Pnion scouts had neveg
ered ﬂi.‘- pussikility of turning the leks
ar creek i
ell, shupp men often leave a loopliole in
war, and, besides, Sheridau did not -’f'lﬂ?n‘l
on shatting up this possible puth, I suppose,
replied Gen. Gordon,

“You must remember, general, that St=vi-
orders which, had they teen
obeved by the officer, companding in his ab-
\"u"].' have rendered yaur surpriseim
ssible.™
“But taking things as they were, tha sur-
not only possible but actual, and

Eeie,

e

| we didd svhat none of your people for a mo-

| ment dreamed of as possible.

declaring that the |

| [ulu hl.-l.';.
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Eariy in the
night I began to move my men arouml the
mountain. My object was to have themnm
all ready for sn attack before daviigh$
in morning. The movemgnt took all
pight, All ugh the homrs of dark

tigures moved (o thel
sleeping enemy. An entire
cavelry was moved in this way,
awd reached the point inabout one and a hall
advanece of the men. 1 instructed
the cavalry thit as soonasl got ready to
Ley were to p-ou.-ee«i in my froug, rash
moross the river, u;w‘n on the cavalry pickets,
and captuse them, if possible. 1f they could
not do this, they were to put their horses to

ull speed, ride right through the fedepral
conp, firing their pistols to lt';c right and to
the left as they passed thyough, and make
girectly for Shes idan’s headquarters and cap-
At that time [ did not know that
Shoridan was absent and Wright in com-
mand. I had selected his bouse from the flags
whiclh floated from it, and the couriers who
were constantly going in and out.

THROUGH THE FEDEBAT, CaME,

“My orders walie: ‘Go right through the
Federal camp with your command before
davlight aud right to Gen. Sheridan’s head-
quarters, t.agnu:e Him[ 1 fold thewn not o
try to take any prisauers, nc} to mind avy-
{hing, but every mounted man was to pres
It'[“._l.ght. toward Belle Grove We, with the
wisptry, would take cargof what nas b
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riesy the sllent
POSHION near the

e
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s in

move i

bind. 1knew very well that the little fight-
ing or capturing they cvould do s of
little account compared with they
were expected 1o get,"

woiuld be

the prize
Ll Ly

“Was there not dunger of
suset at some point ™

“Before the movemesnt began wo
pared watehes so that

a prenuature
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il LY
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el Lo retreat bef
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not  pess our

Hosser,
Wa did
still had

advance The eneis
the Sixth corps in reserve, Lul
drove it Dback and |‘;;!'-_;r.w‘1 a few of its
pleces That wns the luittle of Cedar Creel,
mind 1t was x complete vietory "
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“You say you had gu
tory. What
armies then!
“The Ei; to the
winds, the after hard
fighting, was routed and dreiven entirely out
of their works, and we b

.
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was the position of the two
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"ner Pt o v O

beld by the Sixth corps, This cory

ot by the left toward the pike

driven them back and foreed
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away along up to the

and our position wias acinire
AV hat was the real
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*How did the battle change?
"I‘:'v'l'!'_\'].:r | knows abou
reached ficld in
how became thundering down
ter,. He found his naen
road in tervor stricken conflusion,
compelied them to twrn abou!
him. He was & fury
bere and there among the

s bat-
; they
i veh elated
y Barly’s pessonal con-

morning Gen. Gordon

BEas

thea the

o vinshang
.'t.1.1l
which

N Wi

horseback,
flving soldiers
them back tothe field of death
they had quitted. Meanwhile, the m
wers  retreating from the front bad been
Gy, ben fol-
¢ extraordinary rev
nistory of any war., As soon as
sSheridan reached the reformed kis
line and practiced npon us 3-:,' isely the
movement which had « \ !

lowed one of th
als i

v the
field he
=il
] oW
avest around
our flank, swept down ;1 .*-;.] whipp
af existence. He broke our line ail
ments and routed the whaols army
It was as thorough & defeatns [ ever
The day had dawned upon vie
ultation. It closed upon utter disss
dejection. Two distinet bLatiles had
fought, and in the last we lost all that we
had gaiosed in the first one and all that
had before. The reaction was dramatic o
its sudde tenes when wa
oft the fle id that ev ening the Confederacy
bad retived from the Shenandoah. Is
fizht in the valley."—Boston Herald
futerview,
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