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THE LAME TOOK THE PREY

LAST BUNDAY'S SERVICES IN THE
BROOKLYN TABERNACLE,

Dr. Talmage Says That In the Army of
Christ Too Want
manders — The Church

Many to be Com-

Needa More

Earnest Workers in the Ranks.

BroOORLYN, May 27.—At the Taberna-
cle this morning the Rev. T. De Witt Tal-
mage, D, D, the account of the
man helpless at the Beautiful Gate of the
Temple. He then gave out the hymn
beginning:

A cloud of witnesses around
Hold thee In full survey;
Forget the steps already trod,
And onward urge thy way.

read

The subject of the eloguent doctor's |

discourse was: *‘Disabled Hunters Bring-
ing Down the Most Game.” [His text
was from Isaiah xxxiii, 23: “The lame
take the prey." Following is the ser-
mon:

The utter demolition of the Assyrian
host was here predicted., Not only robust
men should go forth and gather the
gpoils of conguiest, but even men erippled
of arm and ecrippled of foot gshould go
out and capture much that was valuable.
Their physical disadvantages should not
hinder their great enrichment.  So it has
been in the past, so it is now, so it will
be in the future. So it is in all depart-
ments. Men labor under seemingly great
disndvantages and amid the most un-
favornble circumstasces, yet making
grand achievements, getting great bless-
ing for themselves, great blessing for the
world, great blessing for the church, and
7o “‘the lame take the prey.”

Do you EkEnow that the three great
poets of the world were 11_11;1“_\' blind?
Homer, Ossian, John Milton. Do you
Enow that Mr. Prescott, who wrote that
enchanting book, **The Conguest of Mex-
never eaw Mexico, could not even
on which he was writing?
A framework goross the sheet, beiween
which, up and went the pen im-
mortal Do you Enow thut Gambassio,
the sculptor, could not see the
before him or the chisel with which he
cut it into shapes bewitching? Do von
know that Alexauder Pope, whose poains
will last as long as the English hunguagze,
wus s0 much of an invalid that he had
to be sewed up every morning in rough
canvas in order to stand on his feet at
all?

Do vou know that Stuart, the ccle-
brated painter, did much of his wonder-
ful work under the shadow of the duu
geon, where he had been unjustly im-
prisoned for debt? Do you know that
Demosthenes, by almost superlinnan ex
ertion, first had to conquer the lisp of his
own speech before he conquered asse:n
blages with his eloquence? Do you
know that Bacon struggled all through
innumerable sicknesses, and that Lord
Byron and Sir Walter Scott went limp-
ing on club feet through all their life,
end that many of the great poets anl
painters and orators and historians and
heroeas of the world had something to
keep them back, and pull them down,
and impede their way, and cripple their
physical or their intcllectual movement;
and yet that they pushed on and pushed
up until they reached the spoils of
worldly success, and amid the huzza of
nations and centuries, *‘the lame took
the preyi”

You know that a vast multitude of
these men started under the disadvantage
of ohscure parentage. Columbus, the son
of the weaver. Ferguson, the astrono-
mer, the son of the shepherd. America,
the prey of the one; worlds on worlds
the prey of the other. But what is true
in secular directions i3 more troe in
spiritual and religious directions, and I
proceed to prove it.

There are in all communities many in-
valids. They never know a well day.
They adhere to their occupations, Lut
they go panting along the streets with
exhaustions, and at eventime they lie
down on the lounge with achings bevond
all medicament. They have tried all pre-
scriptions, they have gone through all
the cures which were proclaimed infalli-
ble, and they have come now to surren-
der to perpetual ailments. They consider
they are among many disadvantages;
and when they see those who are buoyant
in bealth pass by they almost envy their
robust frames and easy respiration.

But 1 have noticed among that invalid
class those who have the greatest knowl-
edge of the Bible, who are in nearcst
intimacy with Jesus Christ, who have
the most glowing experiences of the
truth, who have had the most remarkable
answers to prayer, and who have most
exhilarant anticipations of heaven. The
temptations which weary us who are in
robust liealth they have conquered. Theyr
have divided among them the spoils of
the conguest. Many who are alert and
athletic and swarthy loiter in the way.
These are the lame that take the proy.
I{U‘ﬂ.‘l‘i flall an il}"ﬁli-]. Edward I'.:‘_‘.'. (im
an invalid, Richard Daxter an invalid,
Samuel Rutherford an invalid. This
iporning, when yvou want to call to mind
those who are most C tlike, you think
of some darkened room in vour father’
Louse from which there went :
wmfluence potent for eternity

A step farther: Throug
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thie attention of the biind.

You take up the BEible for the blind,
and you close your eves, and vou
your fingers over the mised lotters, anc
you say: *Why, I never could gei any
information in this wav. What a slow,
lumbroas way of reading! God help ihe
Llind.”™

And yet I find among that class of per-
sons—among the blind, the deaf and the
dumb—the most thorough acquaintanc:
with God's word., Shut out from all
other sources of information, no soconer
does their hand touch the raised lettor
than they gatheraprayer. Withouteyes,
they look off upon the kingdom of God's
Jove. Without bearing they catch the
minstrelsy of the skies. Dumb, yet with

cil, or with irradiated countenance,
they declare the glory of God. R

A large audience assembled in New
York at the anniversary of the Deaf and
Dumb asylum, and cne of the visitors
with chalk on the blackboard wrote this
question to the E;lpils: *Do you not find
it very hard to . !
one of the pupils took tl:e_chnlk and
wrote on the blackboard this sublime
sentence in answer: *“When the song of
the angels shall burst upon our envap-
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| very coarse bread.

| ef transfi

| will be too bright to transport them.

' God bless }1»11."
| he said: **You see I am very lame and
| h

very-old, but the Lord has been a good

| who ordered them built?

deaf and dumb?"’ And |

tured ear, we will scarce regret that our
ears were never marred with earthly
sounds.” Oh! the brightest eyes in
heaven will be those that never saw on
earth. The ears most alert in heaven
will be those that in this world heard
ueither voice of friend, nor thrum of
harp, nor earol of bird, nor doxology of
congregations.

A lad who had been blind from in-
ancy was cured. The ocolist operated
upon the lad, and then put a very heavy
bandage over the eves, and after a few
weeks had gone by, the bandagoe was re-
moved, and the mother said to her child:
“Willie, can you see?"" [Ile said: “Oh!
mamma, is this heaven?'' The contrast
between the darkness before and the
brightness afterward was overwhelming
And I tell you the glories of heaven will
ke a thousandfold Lrighter for those who
never saw anyvthing en ecarth. While
many with good vision closed their eves
in night, and many who had a gool,
artistic and cultured ear went down into
discord, these afflicted ones eried unto
the Lord in their trouble, and he made
their sorrows their advantage, and so
*‘the lame took the prey.”

In the Seventh century there wus a
legend of St. Modobert. It was said that

his mother wus blind, and one day while |

looking at his mother he felt so sympa-
thetic for her blindness that he rushed
forward and kissed her bhind eyes, and,
the legend says, her vision imi-
mediately. That was only a legend, but
it is a truth, a glorious truth, that a kiss
of God's eternal love brought to

cane

has

' many a blind eye eternal illumination.

& step further: There are those in all

communities who toil mightily for a lve-
lihood. They have scant wages, Per-
haps they are diseased, or have physical

infirmities, so they are hindered from

doing a continuous day's work, A ity
missionary finds them up the dark alley,
with no fire, with thin clothing, with
They never ride in
the street cars; they cannot afford the
five cents. They never see any pictures
save those in the show window on the
:e"‘ﬁl, from which they aze often jostled
i
say in the look: * on! what
you doing here looking at picturesi"’
Yot many of them live on
At their

oocked at by some one who seems 1o
Move are
mountains
rouch table
he who fed the five thonsand breaks the
bread. They talk often of the
times that are coming. This world has
no charm forthem, but heaven entrances
their They often divide their
scant crust with some forlorn wretch
who lknocks at their door at night, and

1011,

grsondd

spirit.
i

| on the blast of the night wind, as the

door opens to let them in, is heard the

| voice of hin who said: “I was hungry

of heaven
By
God's help they have wanquished the
Assyrian host, They have divided

and ye fed me.” No cohort

| among fthem the spoils. Lame, lame,
yet they took the prey.

I was riding along the country road
one day, and [ saw a man on eratches.
I overtook him. He was very old, [a
was going very slowly. At that rate it
would have taken him two hours to go a
i I said: “Wonldn't vou like to
He said: “Thank you, I woulil
When he sat beside me

ride?

Lord to me. I have buried all my chil-
dren. The Lord gave them and the Lord
had a right to take them away. Blessed
be his name. I was very sick and I had
no money and my pveighbors came in
and took care of me and I wanted notli-
I suffer a great deal with pain, but
then I have so manv mercies left. The
Lord has been a good Lord to me.”™ And
before we had got far I was in doubt
whether 1 was giving him a ride or Lae
was giving me a ride! He said: “*Now,
if you please, I'll get out here. Just
help me down on my eruiches, if you
please. God bless you. Thank you, sir.
Good morming. Good morning. You
have been feet to the lame, sir, vou have.
Good morning.” Swarthy men had gone
the road that day, 1 do not know where
they came out, but every hobble of that
old man was toward the shining gate.
With his old erutch he had struck down
many a Sennacherib of temptation which
ins mastered yvou and me. Lame, so
fearfully lame, so awfully lame; but he
took the prey.

A step further: There are in all com-
munities many orphans. During our
last war and in the years immediately
following, how many children we heard
**Oh! my father was killed in the

Have you ever noticed—I fear

e

say:
war.

| you have not—how well those children

have turned out? Starting under the
greatest disadvantage, no orphun asylum
could do for them what ileir father
would have done had he lived. The
skirmisher sat one night, Ly the light of
fagots, in the swamp, wriling a letter
home, when asharpshooter’'s bullet ended
the letter which was never folded, never
posted and never read.

Those children came up under great
disadvantage. No father to fiecht their
swway for them. Perhaps there was in the
old family Bible an old yellow [otter
pasted fast, which tdd the story of that
father’s long march, and how he sufferad
in the hospital; but they locked still fur
ther on in the Bible, and they came to
the story of how God is the father of the
fathevicss, and the widow’s portion, and
thes n toolk their father’s place in that

wld, They battled the way for
mother. They came on up, and
v of them have in the years
the war taken positions in church and
state. ‘While many of those who suifcred
nothing during those times have had sons
go ont into lives of indolence and vaga
bondage, these who started under
many disadvantages because they were
s0 early bereft, these are the lame who
took the prey.

A step further: There are those who
would like to do good. They say: “Oh!
if 1 only had wealth, or, if 1 bad elo-
quence, or if I had high social position,
bhow much I would accomplish for God
and the church!
tell you that you have great opportuui-
ties for usefulness.

Who built the Pyramids? The king
No; the plain
workmen who added stone after stone
and stone after stone. Who built the
dikes of Holland? The government that
ordered (he enterprise? No; the plain
workmen who carried the earth and
rung their trowel on the wall,. Who are
those who have built these wvast cities?
The capitalists? No; the carpenters, the
masons, the plumbers, the plasterers, the
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I stand here today to |

| them,

ous and
| who, waiting for no special endowment.

| cabins at the west,

By -
throughout this
| brated,

{ Lath by Sabbath are willing to
| unobserved and tell

| this little one come out

tinvers, the roofers, dependent on a day's
wages for a lvelihood. And so in the
great work of assuaging buman suffer-
ing and enlightening human ignorance
and bhalting human iniguity In that
great work, the chief part is to be done
by ordinary men, with ordinary speech,
in an ordinary manner, and by ordinary
means. The trouble is that in the army
of Christ we all want to be captains and
colonels and brigadier generals.  Weare
not willing to march with the rank and
file and to do duty with the private sal
dier We want o belong to the reserve
corps, and read about the battle while
warming ourselvea at the campfires, or
on furlough at home, our feet upon an
ottoman, we sagging back intoan arm
chair.

As you go down the street you see an
excavation, and four or five men are
working, and perhaps twenty or thirty
leaning on the rail and locking over at
That is the way it is in the
church of God today: where wyou find
one Christian hard at work, there are

| fifty men watching the job.

Oh! my friends, why do you not go tc
work and preach this Gospel? You say:
**I have no pulpi.”” You have, It may
be the carpenter’s bench, it may be the
mason’s wall. The robe in which you
are to proclaim this Gospel may be a
shoemaker's apron. But woe unto you
if you preach not this Gospel somewhere.
somehow | If this warld i= ever brougzht
to Christ, it will be through the unanim
long continued efforts of men

consecrate o God  what they have
Among the most useless peopla in the
worid are men with ten talents, while
many a one with only two talents, or ne
talent at all, is doing a great work, and
so “‘the lame take the prey.”

There are
whom you

thonsands of mimsters of
have never heard—in log
in mission chapels at
the east—who are warring neninst
legions of darkness, suceessfully warring
Tract distributors. month by month un
dermining the ecitadels of =in Yon
. their ‘comines:
but the footfalls of their mini=tre ve
heard in the Who
are the workers schiools

‘o

of heaviy
in our Sabbath
land today?

Men cele-
brilliznt, J

of i
£ at all

e men 20 M4-
tate? For the most part, not tha
I have noticed that the chief charactors
fics of the most of those who are snecesds.
ful in the work is that they know their
Dibles, are earnest in praver

for the salvation of the youn

ire nnxion

e, and Sab-
sit down
Christ and the
resurrection. These are the humble
workers who are recruiting the
army of Christinn youth—not by mi:hi.
not by power, not by profound argument.
not by brilliant antithesis, bt by the
blessing of God on plain talk, and humble
story, and silent tear, and anxious lock
*‘The lame take the prey."

Oh! this work of saving the yvouth of
our conntry—how few appreciate what
it is! This generation tramping onto the
grave—we will soon all be pone. What
next?

An engineer on a locomotive going
across the western prairies day after day
zaw a little child come out in frout of a
cabin and wave to him: so he got in the
habit of wawving b to the little chi
and it was the day's joy im to sce
in front of
wave to him, while Le

of

gret

Lo
the
cabin door and
answered back.
One day tha train was belated and it

| eamme on to the dusk of the eveninge.

the engineer stood at his post he saw by
the headlight that fittle girl on the track,
wondering why the train did not come.
looking for the train, knowing nothing
of its peril. A great horror seized upon
the engineer. Ie reversed the engine
He gave it in charge of the other man on
board, and then he climbed over the en-
gine, and he came down on the cow-
catcher. Hp said, thouzh hLe had re
versed the engine, ib geemed as though
it were going at lightning spegd, faswer
and faster, thongh it was really slowing
up, and with almost supernatural clutch
he caught that child by the hair and
lifted it up, and when the rain stopped
and the passengers gathered around to
see what was the maiter, there the ol
engineer lay, fainted dead away, the
little child alive and in his swarthy
arms.

“Oh!"" yon say, “‘that was well done.’
But I want you to exercise some kind
ness and some appregiztion toward bl
in the communiiy who are snatching il
little ones from under the wi
temptation and sin—snatching them from
under thundering rail trains of
disaster, bringing them up into respe
bility in this world and into glory for the
world te come. You appreciate what
the engineer did; why can you mnot ap-
preciate the grander work done by every
Sabbath school teacher this afterngont

Oh! my friends, 1 want to impress
upon myself and upon yourselves that it
is not the number of talents
but the use we muake of t

God has a royal family in the worll.
Now, if 1 should ask: are
royal f[amilies of history?" you wao
“Ho of Hapeburg, hounse
Stuarts, house of Bourbons.” ;
in palaces and had great equipage.
who are the Lord’s royal faruily?
of them may serve you in the household,
=ome of them are in unlizhited gar
of them will walk this
down the street, on their ara a basket of
broken food; some of them are in the
salmshouse, despised and rejected of mien.
yet in the last great day, while it will be
found that some of us who fared sumpt-
uously every day are hurled back into
discomfiture, there are the lame that will
take the prey.

One step further: There are a great
many people discournged about getting
to heaven. You are brought up in good
families, you had Christinn parentage;
but they frankly tell wme that you are a
thousand miles away from the right
track.

My brother, you are the one I want to
preach to this morning, 1 have been
looking for you. 1 will tell you how you
got astray. It was not maliciousnes:
your part. It was perhaps throug
geniality and sociality of your ure
that you feid into sin, You wandered
away from your duty, you unconsciously
left the house of God: you admit the
Gospel to be true, and yet you have &0
grievously and so prolongedly wandered,
You say rescua is impaossiblo.

It would take a week to count up the
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names of those in heaven who were on | candy.—New

| the

ecarth worse than you tell me you are
They went the whols round of Iniquity,
they disgraced themselves, they disgraced
their household, they despaired of return
because thar reputation was gone, Lheir
property was gone, everything was gone;
butin some hour like this heard the voice
of God, threw themselves on the
divine compassion, and they roge up more
thian conquerors. And 1 tell you
is the same chance for you. That is one
reason why [ like to preach this Gospel,
80 free a Gospel, 8o tremendous a Gospel,
It takes a man all wrong, and makes him
all right.

In a former settlement where I
preached, a member of my congregation
quit the bouse of God, quit respectabls
circles, went into all etyles of sin., and
was slain of his iniquity. Theday for his
burial came, and his body was brought
to the house of God. Some of Lis com
rudes who had destroyed him were over
heard along the street, on the way to the
burial, saying: “Cowme, let us go and
hear Talmage damn this old sinner!™
Oh! 1 had nothing but tears for the
dead, and [ had nothing but invitations
for the livine. You see 1 could
not do otherwise, *Christ Jesus
came to seek and save that which
was lost.” Christ in his dying praver
siwidd:  “Father, forgive them,' and that
was a prayer for you and for me. Oh!
start on the road to heaven today. You
are not bappy. The thirst of wvour soul
will never be slaked l#y the fountains of
You turn everywhera but wo God
for help Right where vou are, call on
him. He knows you, he knows all about
you, he knows all the odds against which
you have been contending in life. Do
not go to him with a long rigmarole of a
prayer, but just look up and say: *Helpl
Llelpt™

|  DBut you say:
|

and

any

Hit)

*‘My hand trembles so
from my dissipations 1 can’t even take
hold of a hymn book to sing.'” Do not
worry about that, my brother; 1 will
give out a hymn at the close so familiar
you can sing it without a book. But you
suy: *“1 have such terrible habits on me
I can’t get nid of them. ™ My answer is:
break up that habiy,
But you “The
dead and in
and I ecan't correct that
Yoo can correct it. By the
e of God, go into the presence of that
one, and the apologies you ought to Luve
uisdde on earth make in heaven.
‘OLl" says some man, “if |
try to do right, if 1 should turn away
from my evil doing unto the Lord, -l
flll] be _i-' tls =f. l \\'lll“l] be l]r;.t-“
back nobody would have any sywpathy
| for me.” You are mistaken. Here, in
| the presence of the church on earth arnd
| in heaven, I give you today the right
| hand of Christian fellowship. God sent
bere today to preach this, and he
yau here to hear this: “‘Let the
forunke his way. and
man his thought,
retirn  unto the Lord, who
will lave mercy, and unto our
[ God, who will abundantly pardon.'
Chough you may have been the worst

inner, you may become the best saint,

Alwmighty grace can

ind will break it np.

Lo

sav
wrong I did was ong i
' heaven how,
wrong. ™

should

| W
|
|
|

nie
| sent
| wicked
unrighteous
let hLim

ihe
and

tid n the great day of judement it will
found that *““where sin

much more abound,’

the spoils of an everlastis

domn are being awarded for your pur

it will e that the lume took

: prey Plessed be God that we are, this

| Sabbath, cna w uearer the oblitera-

| tion of all the inequalitics of this life and

all its disquietudes,

Yeurs ago, on a boat on the Noith
river, the pilot gave a very sharp ring to
ithe bell for the boat toslow up. Tue
sngineer attended to the machinery, and
then he came up with some alarm on
leck to seo what was the matter. He
saw it was a moonlight night and thers
were no obstacles in the way., He went
0 the pilot and said: “Why did you
ring the bell in that way? Why do
you want to stop? there's nothing
matter.”  And the pilot said to

“There is a mist gathering

fiver; don’t yon see that?
there is night gathering d
darker, and [ can’t sce the b
the engineer, looking around and seein:
it was a bright moonlight, locked into the
face of the pilot and sgw
dying, and then that he was dead.

God grant that when our last moment

abounded,
and

1z king-

| EFace 'E"I -}

while
Fonnel

[

him:
the

on

wa\v.

that he

|
J

comes we may be found at our post
loing our whole duuty; and when the
mists of the river of death gather on cur

velids, may the good Pilot take the wheel

{ from our hands and guide us into the
| ealin barbor of eternal rest!

Drop the anchor, furl the saii;
1 am safe within the vale,

Diphrheria Carried by Turkoys.

Dr. Paulinis reports a most interesting
epidemiec of diphtheria which occurred
in Skiatos, one of the Grecian isles, in
the year 1884, The population of this
island at the time was about four
sand.
ths

thou-

| - . ] ¥
thirty years no case of diphtherin had

lj<'~_‘:'
hild 2
Clliia
TR

on the island. In June a
alttacked with
H aother ca
I in the imymediate neizhborhoo
five of these died. Thedisease extended,
until, within & period of five months, 100
persons were attacked, of which number
86 died, Three weeks before the sick-
ness of the first clild, a flock of turkevs
arrived from Salonica. Two of -
were esick on arrival, and each of
others were stibzequently attacked.
Dr. Paulinis found in the throats of
the sick cnes patches of false membrane.
The glands of the neck were swollen, and
in one bird the djsease bhad extended to
the larynx, making it hcarse. Oneof the
turkeys, after recovery, had paralysis of
the legs, and was unable to walk. Al-
though there had been no immediats
contact between the sick birds and the
first child attacked, still the distance be-
tween them was slight, and a wind had
been for some time blowing in a direc-
wvorable to the transportation of the
t Dr. Paulinis believed that the
acted from the turkeys,
its germs being carried by the currents of
air.—Bulletier Medical.
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Indians Foml of Sugar.
The Indians on the San Carlos reserva-

tion in Arizona are exiravaganty fond |

of sweels. Sometimes in one store a
varvel of sugar will besold in aday in
quantities of live and ten cents' worth,
just enough to serve the Indian fo
York Evening Werld.

-

there |

Dr. Bild, an old practitioner, is |
aunthority for the statement that for !
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