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A ETORY OF BLACKMAIL.

Experience of n Geutleman Who "Cane
Down™ and Got Ouol.

A gentleman who was staying at a hotel {n
Baratoga wes one morulng passing down &
corridor which led from his room, when a
lady who stood in the door of ber room o>
cosled him

“l beg your pardon,” sbe sald, “but can
you tell me the times™

He locked at ber and judged her tobea
respectable nnd Inoffensive person

“It is 10:00," he replied, cunsulting lis
wnteh,

The woman turned back Into her chamber,
Lt instantly wheeled about again

“l am very sorry to trouble you,” she sald,
“but my clock is stopped, and | do not know
bow Lo set it. | have an hinportant engi
ment in about an bour, and | shall Lo
tremely obliged f you will sot it for me”

The gentleman kindly and raslily aceeded
to her reguest and ‘*'i'!‘lll‘il nto the ehaor
On the mantel stox] an ordinary traveling
clock. He went up to it, took out his wateh
ngain and laid it on the shelf, while he pro
cecded to set the clock. The ludy followed
bim and picked up the time piece.

“What a beantiful watch,” she sajd

“Yes,” be auswered, turning away from
the clock. *It is an heirloom.”

“] think,” the womun observed, “that [ will
keep this wateh ™

And asshe spoke she showed him in the
other hand the key of the door, which she
hiad noiselessly closed and locked. He looked
at ber a mmoment in silencea,

“Very well,” be sald, holding cut his band
for the key.

She tucked the wateh
her gown and gave him
serenely 1

into the bosom of

key, smil
and t!

E the
He l-{:“l!-"! the door
turnsd back.

U pon second thoucht.™ he said, with »
rufflad cooluesa, “1 think I will rede
wilch v isan beirlooin, amd § oo fond

ll\ "'1_4 .

“1 will give you &30 for it,” be =aid, taking
out his pocketbook,

“Very well,” replied the adventuress, piro
ducing the watch,

He gave her the money, took the watel,
and departed a poorer but possibly n wisor
man.

\When this tale was recited at the club the
gentleman who told it relatad {4 as un ad
venture which bad befallen a friend of
When he ended some one askead:

“Iut why In the name of common sensa |
didn't be ring the bell or kick up a row?

“He knew better,” responded the narrator
with n smila “He was locked alone
chamber with a daring and =abandoned
woaman, who wonld have fought to the Jast
gasp. It was worth more than £50 to him to
escape the scandal®

“That is all very well,™ observed another
clubman. “but if he had looked the bagraze |
in the face and calmly ejaculated *Ob, ruis!
she would have come down qifickly enough.™

Whigh may be tiu | Ay not an espert
in such matters, but it Jdoss op the whole
seein probable that most men who get bhlack
msiled are either vietims of foolish coward
ice or are conscious that there is that in their
past records which makes it wise for them to
avoid investigation.—Boston Cor. Providence
Journal
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Admiral Porter's Life and Wnays.

The chief offlcer of the navy, Admiral
David D Porter, is 74. His father, brother
and vncle distinguisbed themselves foll
the fag on thgsens,  Admiiml Porter began |
his life on the water sixty-four yearsago
when, as a boy only Q yemis of agze, |
with his father in the expedition agninst tha
West ludian pirates. At 14 years of age e
wns o midshipman in the Mexican navy; at
15 be was wounded amd captured Ly the
Spanish and imprisoned ina Cuban eastle,
and at 16 be was a midshipman in the Unitad
States navy Having already gone through
the Mexican war asa lieutenant, he saw the
first and last gun Ored in the civil war, and |
became the second gdmiral in all American
history, Farragut being the first to achi
that snvreme rank. He investigated
Domingo for the Uuited States government
when bhe was puly 27, and rode 1,700 miles on
horseback. Jeffarson Davig, as secraetary of
war uynder Franklin Pierce, sont Porter to
Asia, where Le bought eighty-four camels

hat the government thought would be use
ful to the army on the western plains.

The admiral’s face never felt the razor but
once, and when he reported for duty in the |
war with Mexico the commander of the floct,
Commodore Connpers, swere thaj
with tho “whiskets'of a pirate"s
under bim.  Neither the army nor tho uavy |
bad ever seen anciher ollicer with a full
beard, but Porter insisted on his prerogative
and sailed with his whiskers unclipped.  His
headguarters in Washington are fitted up
like an admiral's cabin aboard ship, but
Porter has nothing todo. He is a volumin- |
ous writer of romance and eniuaecs bimself
with his e can compose dnd dictate
1,L00 words ah hour. He neither drinks nor
smokes. — Wash, Cor. Boston Globa
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Written ia Sokey Eanvnest.
The past week has been one of un
citement In town overa fraczs in
istic eireles.  Mr. Climie seer to
=] to himself one or iore parag
redd in our last 1ssue, aud or
owed us iuto Als It
cery store and asked us to whoin
weant to apply. We j&l
kis requesy, tufing that «
to do with kim, 'or words to
ter a vain attempt to draw e satisf
swor from us, bhe made g caward!s
upas us from bebind, and dealt s a b on
the ear.  Wa turned to defend ourself, and
received auother blow an the lefi lompls
We thon “went for Lim,” and after a brief
sculllo got bis head *“in chaucery,” as cur
counsel termed it We bad on our overcoat
and gloves when attacked, being too
day to work and was goiug bome to
bed. Webhad been under the doct
for the previous three weeks,
ing at the time it
headache, i addition to a more seriocu
mebht, so that we wepre not in fighting *
After we had got his head under our
nd bhis wrists as frmly ¢ |
strength would pepmis, ¢
lookers, ‘iGentlemen, | any sick today ane
do not want to fight™ We were then partes
by Mr. T. Burrows, of Hampton, and Mr
John Irwin.—Bowmanville Canadian States
man,
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Serul Woman on the Staze.

Az an addition to Muony incide
staze you should hear about thescigb =
who mede Ler debut in ™Auatr(ha” the ott
sighit © [t was in the forest segna  The nagin
part of thg costume af the naw character was
an alld red shawl, and ber geoecal apg
pnes left co doobt sbout her duties
thourht she was walking acress the stage
himd & scene, but she was in fuil view of
tittering plavgoers, who made the
Lidush znad (alter because bo
woere lauzhing at i Thg
and hiz goziicae oa botH sides said o
rnml yoll3, “Come off 1" but the poor bew:l-
dered wuman didn’t know where to turn, und
in trying to go all directions at ounce, stood
still. The sudience recalled the singer eiter
ward, in G'I;_LI_E!' to rasssure higa thal be ‘was |
[0 1 — Phi

all fight. "~ Fliladelphia loquirer.
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