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mer was an under officer of Nyleptha's own | then took his hand and led him up before the | Plan, h]l'.i.l l face was a sight to see, he was - 200G . o
guard, who suddenly turned and made a run | altar, and after a little pause, in a slow, clear | 3 1'“.“.:“:.'.1 atthe .uln-::. . ; @ t i F R ;Lj F:. % a = ’%
for the doorway through which Sorais’ people | voice nttersd the followitse words, which are “What!” Le said, h'lm'fl up that little - o =2 N ekl b e
were  alres issing. Umslopogaas, who | customary in Zu-Vendis if the bride desires | Wretch to represent me! Why, I shall bave = —— n——
was present and had taken the whole scene | and the mnn consents: . to get ous of the country! My reputation wiil = - = == B o
in, s¢ admirable presence of mind |  “Thou dost swear Ly the Sun that thou wile | Pe ruined forever.” - — 5P, 3 o N e I AT o
that if the soldier go v others would | take no * woman to wife unless I lay my I consoled him as well as T could. but it s g N W A A b s I
follow his example, scized the man, who drew | hand upon ber and bid her come?”? © 7 | not pleasant to be I-.’:%'.-rnmtcll_ all over a “W 5 i & ' ;i;’m _13
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Zulu sprang back with a shout, and avoidinge | English, “One is quite enough for me.” and I canquite sympathize with his vexa-

the sword cuts began to peck at his foe with
his terrible ax, till in a few seconds the
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CHAPTER

A BTRANGE

One person, bowever, did not sneeeed in
getting out in time before the gates were
shat, and that was the high priest Agon, who,
as we bad every reason to believe, was Soruis'
greatally and the heart and soul of her party.
This cunning and ferocious old man had not
forgiven us for those bippopotami, or rather
that was what he enid. What lLe meant was
that be never would brook the introduction of
our wider ways of thought and foreign learsn-
ing and influence while there was a possibility
of stamping us out. Also he knew thut wo
possessed a different system of religion, and
no doubt was in daily tarvor of our attempt-
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Then Agon, who had been sulking in n corner
near the altay, wd and gabbled off
something into his beard at such a rate that I
could mot follow it, but it appeared to be an
invocation to the Sun to bless the union and
make if fruitful. T observed that Nyleptha
listened very closely to every word, and after-
ward discovered that fhe was afraid Jest
Agon mild play ber a trick, and by going
through the invocations backward divorce
instead of marry them. At the end of the
invocations they were asked, as in our serv-
ice, if they took each other for husband and |
wife, and on their assenting, they kissed each
other before the altar and the service was
over, so far as their rites were concerned. !
But it seemied to me thad there was yet some-
thing wanting, and so I produced a prayer
book, which has, together with the “Ingolds- |
by Legends,” that I often read when 1 lie
awake at night, accompanied me in all my |
later wanderings, 1 gave it to my poor boy |
Harry years ago, and after Lis death I found
it among his things and took it back again.

“Curtis,” 1said, “I am not a clergyman,
and I do not know if what I am going to pro-
pose is allowable—1 know it is not legal—but
if youand the queen have no objection, 1
should like to read the English marriage
service over you. [t is a sclemn step which
¥you are taking, and I think that you ought,
as far as circumstances will allow, to give it
the sanction of your own religion.”

“I have thought of that,” he said, “and I
wish you would. 1 do not feel balf married

at.” |

Nyleptha raised no objection, fully under-
standing that her husband wished to celebrate
the marriage nccording to the rites prevall
ing in his own country, and so I set to work

came 1o

{ have said, in solitary grandeur, feclin:

| nil next morning the worl: 1«

| day by our spies, much larger.
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Well, that

night Good and I meszed, as 1
g very

much as thouzh wo had . just returncd from

| burying a friend instead of marrying one,

1 in good

The messages and orders which had
bern dispatehed by Nyleptha two day
now began to take effect, and n
armed men came pouring into the

enimnmest,

Lefore |
Ititudes of

city. We

saw, as moy be imagined, but very littie of |
Nyleptha and not too much of Curtis during |
those next few days, but Good and Isat daily

with the couucil of generals and loyal lords,
drawing up plans of action, arranging com- |
missariat matters, the distribution of com- |
muands, and a hundred and one other things,
Men came in freely, and all the day long the
great roads leading to Milosis were spotted |
with the banners of lords arriving from their |
places to rally round Nyleptha, |
After the first two days it became clear
“that we should be able to take the fiald with |
about forty thousand infantry and twenty [
thousand ecavalry—a very respectable force,
considering how short was the time we had
to collect it, and that about half of the reg »- |
lar army had elected to follow Sorais. ‘
But if our force was large, Sorais’ was,
according to the reports brought in day by
She had
taken up her headquarters at a very strong
town called M'Arstuna, situated, as I have
said, to the north of Miloesis, and all the coun-
try side was flocking to her standard. Nasta |
had poured down from his highlands, and
vras on his way to join ber with no less than |
twenty-live thousand of his mountaineers |
the most terrible soldiers to face in all Zu- |
Veudis, Another mighty lord, named Belu- '
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By midday we overtook the rear guard of
the zreat army, of which Sir Henry formally
took over the command. It was a he avy ro-
sponsibility, and it opprested him very n
but tire queens inj
such as did not
Heo was beginning to {in
has its 1 s ns well as |

Then I on without n
any appos
sy b .
and vi ute bad for the most
part fled, feariu; v £hould be caught
between Lhe two rival armies and ground to
powder like grain between the upper and
the nether stones syt N
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