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! The year 1801 in past,
new books were issaed from he press.
call all you can think of, and how muany are
there that will be known ten years hence!
1t Is doubtful If you can recsll one such.
Ian't it almost enongh to excuss those who
seldom read bookel It is really & comfort-

Many thovsand
Re-

ing reflection to me, 1 try to read the works
which best sult my taste and purposes, but
every once in a while some one is asking me
ahout a book tor which I oare nothing.
When the inquirer looks at me ns though ex
pecting an apology. [ sometimes have a
twinge of conscience, or is it merely vanity !
Pernaps the confession of ignorance on my
part is n lamentable mdmission, It was
Benerson, wasn't it, who adopted the rule of
never reading a book until it wasn year old!
A great many books reach the stage of ob-
livion in the flrat year of their oareers, and
Emurson's plan saved him from roading
vast amount of trash  So, in looking back
over 1501, there ure so few of the new books
that appear to be very lmportant that |
am consoled for the _little reading 1 do.
As I said before, it is n comforting reflection
and Limagine 1 have a great deal ef very
good company in the matter,
L
Speaking of the memorable books of the
year, one of the magazines had a symposinm
of opinions as to the best book of 1801, The
contributors were Gall Hamilton, Sir Ed-
win Arpokd, Dr., Hammond, Amelin Barr,
Agnes Repplier, “Julien Gordon™ and Rev,
Dr, Briggs. Thelr tastes ranged from Zola's
“Money" to Herbert Bpeucer's “Justice,”
bnt no two of them agreed on the same book
as being the best. Here are seven people of
presumably good literary judgment, and yet
their opinions on the best book of the year
are almost as far apart as black and white,
Is it to be wondered at, then, that plain peo
le without any pretensions to authority in
nuellectual matters of this sort should differ
in their taste for books! There lsa class of
literary suobs in almost every town who af-
foct a pitying condescension for persons who
have not read books which they esteem fine,
It you, dear reader, have been snubbed by
any of this class, take .comfort from Gall,
Sir Edwin and the others of the symposiam.
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Blr Edwin Arnold, the autbor of “The
Light of Asia", and ;'The,Light of the
World" s reading and lecturing in America
—shough he gave Lincoln the go-by—and he
has had more or Jess to tell us alout Japan.
He covered the same things in a series of let-
ters under the title of “Japandica,” and acs
¢ording to his statements the Japs are a

~marvelous people, something little less than
A well informed Jap some time ago
talking about Bir Edwin’s remarkable
; ts, and {v appears that he Is about
. as unreliable us the average traveler, Max
' O'Rell, the brilliant Frenchman, spent sever-
al weeks in America and then wrote n book
about us, It was good naturedly witty, but
we recognize many ridiculous statements in
it. Bothe Englishman wrote of Japan with

a poel's fancy, but this matter of fact Jap

knocks & great deal of the beauty out of his

ploture, For instance, Arnold says there
are no words of abuse in the Japanese lan-
guage. There may not be such words in the
dictionary, says the Jap, but there are plenty
of them in common use, Bir Edwin says
that from the moment of their birth the Jap-
anese children seldom cry, are never scolded
and are bardly ever naughty. The Jap
thinks the children are milder and better be-
haved than those of America but there are
plenty of thein who commit mischief and
their pareats take them out into what corre-

nds to our wood shed and give then a
mllhlnl. In deseribing the jinrickshi men,
those fellows who drag travelers about in

two wheeled carts, Bir Edwin says they w» 1!

tramp twenty-flve miles, then take »  biscwit

and a sip of tea and be ready for anothnr

ourney. The Jap says the jinrickshi men

eat from three Lo six tunes a day, according

to their opportunities, and they devour vast

quantities of food, These are merely illus-

of how unreliable a travelsr may be,

even when so distinguished a man ns a Jead-
ing post of England.

.
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A Fremont business house hus set an exam- !

ple that is  worthy of imitation, This
firm bad been in the habit of sending Christ-
mas gifts to its customers, but this yeor it
diverted that holiday fund to the relief of
the starving people of Russin, The flrm has
notifled Governor Thayer that it will con-
tribute a car of corn for the famine suffer-
ers, and it is not likely that any of its cus

tomers will regret the action. More than
likely they will heartily eadorse it, This is
a practical charity that counts, und it makes
little difference from what source it comes,
The government has taken cognizance of the
movement tosend aid to Russia, und has set
aslde s naval vessel to pansport grain and
flour ncross the Atlantic. This is the least it
could do in payment for the moral support
the Cear gave us during the Rebellion.

-

Rather odd, isn't it, that they should have
snow blockades of four days' durstion on
railroads in New Mexico aud Arizona, a seo
tion we almost regard as in the torrid zone,
while up here in Nebraska we bave bad but
a flurry or two of snow! Have you noticed
that for years past winter in this section has
not begun until Christmas or New Years/
For two or three soasons, if you will recall
the incident, you may remember that mem-
bers of the Lincoln lawn tennis club  prided
themselves on having played without long
Interruptions right up to Christmas, Talk-
ing with an old timer the other day. I was
told that Nebraska had not always bad such
mild winters. He went back to tell about
the winter of *71 and all that sort of thing,
und then he advanced the curious theory
that the climate of this country was being
changed by the network of railroads and the
extonsive wse of eleotricity, Foster, the

A weather protit,

you know, belleves that
storms are the result  of  electrical disturb
ances,  This old timer thinks that the wide«
sprend distribution of electricity equnlizes
its forces aud thus has a tendency to pre

| vent extreme atmospheric disturbances,

0.0

And now a rallrond man who has been ns-
ocinted with the big managers tells me that
the Chicago raflronds have besn figuring on
the workl's fair passongor business and have
renched the conclusion that it will actually
omiise them a loss. At flest thought this may
soem improbable, but look at the argument,
The round teip rate to Chicago during the
fuir will probable be one half of the regulnr
fare; porbaps even less,  The bundreds of
thousands of people who would travel o and
from Chicago in the course of ordinary
ovents without a fair will take advantage of
the excursion rates, and thelr return tickels,
if not used by themselves, will go thirough
the scalpers to other travelers,  There will
b loss of millions of dollars, Then it is
Agursd that the rallroads will have 0 bny
new cars, increase Lhedre vraln sarvice and en
large their terminal facilitios,
things cost money. and plans already made
for ehanges at one Chicago depot will entall
an expenditure of 8300,000.  The question 1s,
“will the profits of the increassd busine ss
mnke good the losses and the extre expense !’
The ratlroads, or some of them, Lhink not
excopt indirectly. They belleve it will e
sult iv a largely increased east aod west
travel after the fair at regular ravs, which
will enuble them to recoup themselves, At
least that is the way this 1ailrond man re
ports the situntion,

...

A beautiful New Year's menu just at hand
from the Hotel Watson at Nebraska Uity
conveys the intelligence that Ira P, Highy, a
popular hotel man of the Capital City in
days gone by, s now mine host of that most
excellent hostelry, Mr, Higby is thoroughly
capable of conducting a hotel in first class
style and 1 nm pleased to hear of his success,

'..’

What a wonderful people those little Japs
ure!  When the people in western Nebraska
were suffering for want of food and clothing
it wok weeks to get §200,000 appropriated
for their relief. What would Japan have
done in such a case?  We can ouly judge by
ber actions, A recent earthquake in that
country was followed by floods, resulting in
great distress to many inhabitants, The
government immediately grantad §3,000,000
for their relief, and when the national con-
gress got to filibustering over an additional
appropriation the emperor prorogued it, and
sent it home, Then he set aside another
$4,000,000 to relieve his people and repair
damages, There was no nonsense about
that,

...

A new president was inaugurated down in
Chili & week ago last Saturday, and the Hery
South Americans are flnding fault because
minister Patrick Egan did not attend the af-
fair, 1don't know the reason of his absence,
but [ don't blame him, He has been villitled
and insulted by the Chilians, spies have been
sot on his house nnd his servants have been
arrested. What wonder that he should not go
out of his way to show deference to men who
would permit such outrages! It has been
shown that Mr. Egan has been grossly mis-
represented by the correspondent of the Lon-
don Times, who has personal interests to
serve, but, as the CovRiER long Ago main-
tained, the fact is that Mr. Egan has acted
striotly within his instructions from Wash-
ington, and his course has bLeen such as
Americans can heartily commend.

C e
Bpeaking of Chili suggests the possibility

of war and invites attention to the newspa-
per and magazine articles describing the tes

All these '

The Columblan Exposition,

O iHlustrations today are of the Woman's
Builiting and a bird=eye view of the building
und gronnds as thvy will apposry when oom
plotedd dnd rendy  for the opening  in 1804,
The Woman's building s one of the most (i
posing and important of the group, Among
n great number submitted in competition,
the sketch by Miss Bophin (3, Haydon was
awarded the first prize of a thousand dollars,
andd also the execution of the design. The
terrace 8 designed  In artistie fower  beds
ned the principal facade has an extreme
length of 400 feet, the depth of the bullding
being half this distance.  The rotunda is sur
roundad by a two--tory open sreade, as deli
cate wid chaste in design as the exterior, the
whole having a thoroughly [talinn court
yard effect admitting abundance of light to
all rooms.  On the first Hoor are looatad, on
the left hand, o model hospitnl; on the vight,
a model Kindergarten, sach occupying Sox
W foet,  The whole Qoor of the south pavil-
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The tug of war contest which was (o have
takon place at the New Fansing Mowday
ov ening did not occur as advertissd, owing
to the fact that three or four of the teams
did not put in an appesrance, No more
contests will be seon for the prosent st least,
ns the project has beon  practioally aban
donml.

'.‘

The fuculty with which  Lincoln theatre

goers are endowsd,  of remembering  nnimes
il fneos of Tavorites, was claarly shown at

the new Lansing Wednesday svening by the

[ “Charles Favart”,

1 Blalsdell was an excollont *Markoe",

who has many friends in Lineoln, furniahed

| large share of the life of the opern ax
His work was much
Lapplanded.  Mis Corn Resd as Busanie'
Lwas n tifle commonplace,  Mr, Willlam
The
numbered  forty-five and was
genernlly  eflicient;  the costumes  were
protiy. It s possible that & more familing
opern . woulldl bave oalled out a  lerger
alionce,

company

LR
An audience numbering perhaps two bhun
dred, cortainly not more, greetasd Barlow
Hrother's  minstrels at the Funks Thurs
day evening.  Ax Jim Barlow remarked in
the flest part—after incidentally informiog
}I.m- Interlocutor Lt he was born in Lineoln,
o hich w nothing more or less than & min
strel Cgag”—"home  talent don't seem to
drnw vory well.,”  There were some roally
[ igood featires in the entertainment, notably

|
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fon fs devoted to the retrospective exhibit,
the one on the north to reform work and
churity organization. The curtain opposite
the main front contains the Library. Bureau
of Information, records, ete, In the second
story are ladies’ parlors, committes-rooms
und dressing rooms, all leading to the open
baleony in front. The whole second floor of
the north pavillion incloses the great assem-
bly room and club room, The first of these
i provided with an elevated stage
for the accommodation of speakers. The
south pavillion contains the model kitchen,
refreshment rooms, reception rooms, ete.
The building is encased with ‘‘staff," the
same materinl used on the rest of the build-
ings, and as it stands with its mellow, decor-
ated walls bathed in the bright sunsliine, the
women of the land are jnstly proud of the
result.

In these days of brag and bluster, misrepre-
sentation and deceit, its & pleasure o turn
from their,importunitics and templations to
the solid facts set forth by Loule Meyer &
Co., the well known and popnlar dealers in
groceries and drygoods, and one of the oldest
established firms in Lincoln, Through all
the vicissitudes of Lincoln's history, through
good times and bad, through adversity and
prosperity, thia enterprising concern has
steadily progressed both in the volume of
business tans oted and the good will of the
publie retained, This bas not been accom-
phahed without considerable outlay of mind
and muscle, howevar, It required sterling
principles, as immovahle as the rock of ages,
on which to build such success—it could not
well be done on & bed of quick sand. The
same ideas and methods —one price for the
best goods—are still practioad as religiously
ns for many years past_and that other fund

{

MBIAN EXPOSITION—THE

oy dial recognition awarded Gracie Eounett.
who made n decidedly clover impression with
Farron's SBoap Bubble company here not so
very long ngo.  *The Pulse of New York™ is
dooidedly realistic and about as different
from Miss Emmett's formere line ns can well
be imagined, though she has ample oppor-
tunity for very capable work—and plenty of
it—throughout the four ncts which comprise
the piece. The action of the play hinges
on the partvership of Philip Holt and Ed-
ward inison, bankers, Both are rivals
for a young lady's hand} but Dennison ix suc-
cossful, the marriage takes place and a child
comes 1o bless the union. Holt, still infatus
ated, concocts & scheme to win the girl
Italinn footpads are engaged o kidnap and
confine his partner in a den under the pier
and, during his incarceration, Holt presses
his attentions on the object of his affections
producing a written confession of Dennison's
in whieh theft of the bank funds is acknowl-
edged and suicide mentioned, Bammy Snap
per, an office boy of Holt's, gets on to the
scheme, communicates it to Polly (Miss Em-
mett) and together they determine o un-
ravel the mystery, It is while thus enguged
that they meet with thoss adventures which
make possible so many exciting ol maxes dur-
ing the play. Miss Emmett has surrounded
{ herselfl with o very creditable company and
their clever work, coupled with her own,
| sufflead to keep the interest amd attention of
the large audience at fever heat from start
to finish, The scenic spocinltivs elicited
,much applause, The “jump for life", just
befure the curtain goes, down could well be
d i with, It is not a pleasing sight
| and is the only feature that is open to ad
varse oriticism,

Pauline Hall, in the title of Ofenbach’s

WOMAN'S

BUILDING.

Archie Royer inhis “Happy Kid” speclalty
and ""Verry, the frog man,"snd some of the
| songs were exquisitely rendored.  The Har-
lows soem to be playing in hard lockns it is
| generally understood their business has boon
'very unsatisfactory for some time back,

Perbaps the secrot of this might be found
| in the fact that they are ‘‘not in it with the
| Inrger aggregations,  Their house here was
L certainly o frost,

l e
| -

i Horrm wnn gavs ons of his wo s larful exhi-
bitions at the Laosing Thursday evening, re-
the entertainment the following

pight. It has been some years since the
noted magician has beon seen in this city,
| and he has many new wonders, Perhaps his
| greatest foat is the Ntrobeika, which for
| year or two has bafflal everybody. It is ut
[ terly incomprehensible, Madame Herrmann
rendered valuable sasistunce, notably :in the
‘m;mnutl-m of Black Art, which by the
way, was unusually effective, In the vari-
ous sleight of hand  performances, and e~

of yore, and introdued many uwew things.
Therv was a large attondance, and although
many people were called upon jthe stage, no
one sucessded in penotrating the vell of mys-
tery which surrounded the magician, Herr
mann, after Kellor, is undoubtedly the
greatest exponent of the mystic at present
before the public,

e
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LILLY CLAY'S FAMOUR AGUREGATION,

Thin well known variety company appears
at the New Lamsing Wwednesday evening.

[lt isn reflned deamatic entertainment, but
vhatit s a fAirst olass variety and burlesque
company that rather caters to the masse

slons, the professor showed the same skill as |

Mauager Church does not, in making this |
| snnouncement, claim for the attraction that l

Frice Five CeNnTS

mnde a most deckded ssocom sverywhers
during the past three seasons, the initial hit
baving beon achleved at the well known
Mndison Hquare theatre In New York
where its merite won instant recognition.
The suthor has succended with this material
in woaving n_most effective and interesting
piny touel ing®ightly upon all the emotions
that go to portray actual bolng, and blend-
g n comedy slement showing the trials of
youn# love introduosd through the medium
of the younger mombers of the family and

also by the servants of opposite sexes, The
sale of mats opens Thursday morning.
..-
“THE PRINCK AND THE PAUPKR."
Daniel  Frohman's great production of

Mark Twain's fascinnting story, *Toe Prince
ard the Paupor” as dramatized by Abby
Hage Richardson, will be prosented at the
Lansing Theatre, this afternoon and svening,
The mere announcement will be suficlent to
N1l the handsome play bouse with a cultured
nu-dlenve,  No one who has read Twain's de-
Hghtful romance will fall tosee it interproted,
It is In fonr sots and six scones, with aill the
costurmes, ote., that go to mnke s appropri-
mie to the sixtesnth osntury, tn - which th
story i lnkl,  Additional Interest hinges on
the fuct that littll Ko Leslio, the greatest
of all ehild notresses, will asume the oharac-
ters of both Prince and Pauper. The dram-
athe editor of the New York Herald, usually
80 conservative, in speaking of it s moved to

remark: “The sweotest, rarest and prettiest
of all the plays since **Little Lord Fauntle-
ruy. Mark Twaln was right when he sald
the performance of this play was the realise-
tion of a fAfteen years' dream.” Reserved
seats at the box office,

could not attend the eveni mnnnu Y
matines production of “TI:.' lndﬂ.lo
Pauper" has been arranged for this after-
noon at the new Lansing in addition to the
regular  presentation  tonight. This will
afford an opportunity to many who other-
wise could not witness the play. “The-
Printe and the Pauper” as giveu this after-
noon and evening will be Interpreted by
Daniel Frohman's company of star artists
and there can be no doubt that they will be
| greotad by an sudience great in numbers,

L
THE LANSING'S “TUNKINH BATRH."
Mauy of our theatre goers are still laugh-
ing over the humor that was produced early
in the present season by “The Turkish Bath
| Company™. After leaving here the piece
was taken west and has since been playmg a
| wipeewsslon of  sucosssinl engagements
| throughout the coast region. The .company
(s now enroute east and will play a
one night booking at the New Lansing Mon-
dny evening, Januwry I8th Marle Heath,
the petite soubrette, and the former cast as
\ originally seen hore will be presented.
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combat, The destruction of life and prop-
erty by these weapons s an awful thing to
contemplate, but thers is this compensation
init, They will have a tendency to make
nations pause and count the cost before go-
ing to war, and once in the fight, their effec
tiveness will bringthe contest to a quicker
conclusion. Perhaps, afrer all, theso terrible
guns will save more lives than they take.

We luvite attention to our cloank depart-
ment, promising to show the largest and
most attractive stock of stylish garments
ever displayed in Lincoln. Our stock s
made up from the lines of several of the
Iargest manufacturies in the country and
we think we cun swosfy any taste,

Very respectfully,

rible affectiveness of modern weapons of |

MiLLen & Paixe.

WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION

amental princlple—satisfuction guaranteed-
or money refunded-—isa favorite motto there.

Ladies hair dressing, Miss Johnston, 1114
0 street,

Gieo. A, Raymer, conl and wood. 'Phone
B, 113 O street,

Ladies kid gloves cleaned or colored at Lin
coln Steam Dye works, 1106 O street,

One hundred finest engraved calling cards
and plate only $2.50 at Wessel Printing Co,,
1150 N street.

The only place to get the ** Time lock regis
ter bank" at the great 10 cent store, 115
south 19th street,
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at the Funke Wadnesday evening, supported
by u large and competent company, It was
the finest operatic performance since the
rendition of *Ermine” and “Nadjy" by the
Aronson Opera company two yoars ago,
and yet the house wiis only two thirds full
“Madame Favart” is somewhat ephermeral |
in its construction but §s built upon ats
tractive jines and wdmits of much taste m‘
the stage preseotation, It was very nceept
ably remdered and gave very general satls

has 0 swoetness that s pecualiarly her own
One can roadily understand the secret of her
hold upon metropolitan  audiences,  Mr,
Jobn Braond, “Hector” hns one of the best
voloes in the company and the pedler’s duett
with Braod and Miss Hall in the thind act
was exquisitely sung.  George Boniface Jr |

BIRD'S EYE VIEW—-LOOKING EAST.

comic opers, “Madame Fatart," appeared [than to the classes, The company it said to |

‘ be up to the super-standard which m nger
Sam T. Jack has always preserved :El to
| contain some new and attractive faces
has always been the strong est attraction of
its kind, and will doubtless draw the specias
tors of burlesqgue with its acoustomed suocess

THE HURGLAKR AT LANSING'S,

Boveral years ago amussinent lovers of

Sketch club, a strong bub small company
out of Boston,  Tae pisce took so well that
it was decined good misterial for better pro |
ductions and s author, Gus Thomas, re-|
constructed it and from it was born the |
groat piny of “The Burgiar”, which appears
at the Lamsing Saturday evening, It has |

The recent mental collapse of W, J, Boan -
[ 1an has left an undeninble breach in the line
of legitimate Irish  comedians, and the
thought uppermost in the minds of leading
| theatrical people is “who is going to take
| Boan an's place ™ It isplaioly apparent that
[ “Mavournesn,” in which the demented so-
| tor starred, is too valuable a piece of propers
. ty to lay idle with all the time it has booked
abead, A number of names have been men-
toned, ameng them, Carroll Johmson, the

faction.  Miss Hall is protty and her singing | the drama witnessed & clovor sketch called star of “The Gossoon,” Jack Mason, Sam
| Editha's Burglar” rendered by the Dickson

Ryan and Joseph Sparks, Mason seems
lead in the choice,  He is & clever singer, .:

good actor, hus a delighttul

and would be more Iﬂl(‘viy to ”m.tg-.lm“

than any one else; but whether manager's
cept him as a substitute for Scanlon

would ae
or not is another question which requires an

Answar,
LAY dtlonal Dramatic on Sth page. |




