BETYER OR WORSE?

REV. DR/ COLLYER, THE NEW YORK
DIVINE; TALKS ABOUT HUMANITY.

Mo Says That ut No Time Hus the Desire
for Knowledge of Chrlstianity Been No
Great as It Is Now—In His Opinion
Creeds Do Not Connt, bt Godliness Does,

|8pweial Correspondence. )

New York, Dee. 81, —A quoestion of
abiding intorest, frequently discussed by
thonghtful men and women, is whether
the world in its religions aspects is
standing still, growing better or retro
grading.

In o scientific and educational view,
in the fleld of discovery and exploration,
in the domain of mechanism, the arts,
commerce, and all industries, results are
Flpahlo. Wo ean see and tonch them.

ut what mndd the bonndless activity of
the age that has supplied our ontward
wants has been the progress of spiritnal
life! How wages the war between
Christianity and crime and selfishness!
Which is the winning side?

Rev. Robert Collyer, in answer to
questions I put to him, said:

“1 think that at no time of my life
have I observed such a deep and abiding
interest in religion as I notice now. 8ol
far na it turnd on the words of Christ,
*Ye shall know the truth and the truth
alial'! make you free,’ there never has
been so eager and devouring an anxiety
with reference to the Christian faith as
at the present time. People everywhere
are resding and thinking and trying to
make up their minds about what Chris.
tianity means, no matter whether they
are living what is ealled the Christian
faith or not.

“Faith in the old axjom that held its
own for a long time—*The Bible and the
Bible only is the religion of the Protes
tant' (I think that was Chillingworth's

saying), has been disturbed very rodely
within these fifty years of my observa
tion, and the Bible is now only one of
the great foundation stones to faith in
God and in all goodness, There is o'
growing disposition to welcome truth

from whatever quarter it comes, whethe |
it falls into harmony with something in|
the sucred Seriptures or not; and also t. '
believe that the new truth of today is ne

| us feel the tonch of humanity, '

terms of salvation.  Christianity wjll
grow great enough to secept & man and
never ask n guestion in the course of
tiime. Josus sadd, ‘Other sheep 1 have
that are not of this fold.’” He meant, ns
I beliove, men like that.”

“Spenking of hell, have not many
men consed to regurd it as a bugbear?”

“Unidonbtedly,  Men who are very
good and sweet fellows Inngh in their
sleeve and often openly when the thing
{5 propounded to themn in the old fash-
fon. They do not believe it, and they
do believe they can find no anthority
for it in the Bible, as it has been pro-
mulgated in some of the Christion sys
tems, and if it could be proven today by
the Word that it is all trath, they are
redy to sy, with Theodore Parker, ‘So
much the worse, then, for the Bible.'

“We are slowly but surely coming to
accept the grand central truth that God
o love and God iz lght, and in him is
no darkness at all; that men will be
weighed by their character and not by
their opinion,  Why, even the light that
is beginning to gleam on us tum-hiug|
the transmitted tronbles and depravities |
of our human nature is going to mnlml
us more pitiful and tender toward those |
who are their victims, as Jesus was to
the publicans and harlots,

“Education is exerting a most whole-
some influence. | never have any tron- |
ble among men and women who are |
edncated in & broad sd practical sense, |
and I think the whole tendency of what
one might call our religious education
takes that trend now, Education, how-
ever, in the special dogma of a church |
and its system makes men narrower and
more bigoted. The bright and cheer- |
ful nspect is this, that all the great pop- |
ular channels of edueation which reach |
the people far and wideare of the broad-
er and finer sort. | never saw a great
magazine or sound publie journal of any
kind that does not possess this charne-
teristic. The uvovel, which is so popu- |
lar in onr time, is also of, that quality. |
broad in its sympathies, calenlated m!
reach the heart's finest tissues and make

“A few years ago, being in Luzerns
in Switzerland, 1 saw a notice that there
was goiug to be a Protestant service in
a Catholic church on Sunday, [attend-
ed and found that the service was con- |
ducted by a Presbyterian minister from '

Greenock. in Scotland. The sermon was |

divine as the old truth of 2,000 or 3.00L| o, the example of Christ and what it |
years ago. So that all great sacred .o to follow Christ, Touching mir-

truths as we find them and take them t | glog he said the age of miracles has not |
onr hearts aro winning an anthority mul! passed and gome, but is still in full |
& love nmong us us deep as that we feel | foreo,  Miracles continue to heal the |

for the ancient Scriptures, - | sick, give sight to the blind, feet to the |
“*When we see an error in the Bible o1 | 1356 and strength to the palsied in the |
a statement that cannot be verified by | hospitals, These miracles are just as |
the standards of truth we hold now, We | groat and divine in their way as any |
say so without fear and without reproach, | the world ever saw.
The foundations of religion, thero — wWhen the discourse was finished 1|
fore, are much broader than they were| went up to the minister and, taking his |
when the axiom wasaccepted.  Emerson | pand, said, ‘I have also a miracle to re- |
said that ‘One accent of the Holy "'l'“““- | port—n Presbyterian service in a Roman |
the heedless world has never lost,” but| Catholic chureh and a sermon fair and |
ﬁ" lﬁ;l'l“ “l“’ “"“’-'mnl!t“:lu furt:‘hu uame‘ true to a confirmed heretic.' That is the
cents, and are eager to hear them and| y ) i il
t blend them with thoseof the old time. | ar." our symnathy. for. eacls other i
*1 have no doubt that the wider diu | hroder and we all look forward to the |
semination of u true Christian literature | ¢iy;o when there shall be one Lord, one |
must have that outcome, but L naturally | giich, wnd one baptism, And all the
question whether a good deal that goes | churches and all the sects and all the
under the name has a perfect right toit.| pan and women within them, and vast
At the same time it is to be said for all | 4y, hers outside them, will be branches

the churches and denominations, that,
they are trying Lo get nearer to the heart |
of Christ; to understand his life and|
mission and to care less and less about |
doctrinal differences and distinctions. i

“1 never find & man, a good, true man,
even though he is not ready to accept|
the Christian faith, who is not ready to
confess that pure goodness is the root of
the noblest life: not genius, but good.
ness: and that s the inmost heart of
Jesus."”

“What are your views with reference
to missions?"

“1 am used to say that 1 do not think |
80 much of the missions to the heathen |
as the great majority of menand women
4o who make such splendid sacrifices for
them, because | think they are founded
on a false alarm. [t seems to me as if
large number of persons had rushed
through the streets shouting ‘Fire!
‘Fire! only to find there was no such
fire when they reached the spot.  But #o
far as Christinnity ean rescue the heathen
from the hell upon earth in which so
many of them live, and can lift them
out of their degrndation and misery into
a nobler and truer life, 1 believe in
CUhristian missions with all my heart.
That is what they are doing more and
more. They are more and more dis
posed, as | think, to let the old cruel
alarm that if the heathens are not res
cued from their heathenism in this life,
there is nothing but eternal damnation
for them in the life to come, go down
the, wind, and 1 am glad of it.

“Christianity, as it will be when it
has outgrown its lnitations and dog-
mas, will win the world. but it will take |
into full fellowship the old fukir 1]
heard of in India in the time of the great |
Sepoy rebellion, who found an English |
child alive in the thick of the carnage ol
& town—the only living thing, He took |
it in his ars and made for the nearest
English post, defending it by the way
until he was sorely wonnded, When he
reached his destination and carried th
child in and laid it down before its
friends, and they subseribed what to
him would be a great sum of money as
a reward for his bravery, he said he
wanted none, But he added that when |
peace should come again over the land |
they might take the money and make |
well at a certain place, if that pleased |
them, in order that the weary, wayworn
traveler might be refreshed, and then he
went his way and they saw him no
more, That man would not have to
stand outside the Christian pale if ho
could not accept the Christian faith or
dogm

.

“I said m: missionary who Pad been
many years in Egypt, a good Presbyte-
rian, in Hlinois, 'T{lll. me, 0 your honor.
of what faith the best man was you
found in Egypt.' *The best ghan | found
in Egypr,' he said, ‘was wy instructorin
the tongue. He waus a Mohammedan,
but he was the straightest, fairest and
cleanest man | saw in the valley of the
Nile.' ‘What will become of him? | in-
quired. ‘He must be damned,' was the
answer, ‘hecause he has not acoepted the

of the living vine. |

*One church now says, you must be-
lieve in me as the trne branch, becanse |
I am the oldest; another, you must be- |
lieve in me becanse | am the newest; a |
third, you must believe in me because 1 |
am nearest the water; a fourth, because !
I am farthest away, One says, you must
believe in me because 1 am most in the
shadow: another, believe in me because
Lam in the sun. One says, believe in
me because every twig on this branch
of mine is trained up on the ecclesins-
tical trelliswork, and another, because |
every twig is left to find its own twining |
in its own fashion. There is only one
great truth to tell about them all—what
sort of fruit do you bear, and how does
that compare with the fruit borne by
the other branches? The fruits of the
spirit. the apostle says, are love, joy,
peace, long suffering, gentleness, pa-
tience, goodness,” l

“In a general way, doctor, don't yon
think the world is growing nobler and
better?"

“Surely, surely,” was the reply, in ‘
that earnest tone which men use when
they leave no doubt to be implied, “al |
though we are too close to the clash awl
clang of things to realize the full sig
nificance of the fact. It is well illus- |
trated, however, by old John Evelyn,
who said that when he was in Holland |
—it was some time in the Seventeenth
century—he went up into the bell cham-
ber of a great cathedrul and was sorely
hurt by the noise of the bells, but when
he went nway a mile or two and heard
ringing thew soft, sweet notes, the very
air seemed rich in harmony. There was
no discord then—no

swoeot bells jungled, out of tune and harsh,

“Andd this is what we should all try to
do now and then,

cSote time ago 1 oreceived o letter
from a friend in England, whose mother
had just died at a very great age. All
her life she had lived in a quiet nook
among the Yorkshire moors, and my
friend wrote that during her last years
she was forever thanking God that the

Uwaorld had grown so much  better sinee

she conld remember,  She had watched
it with wise eves, living in n quiet place,
and she had bot one story to teli when
the endd drew near of the betterment of
all things:

* Ciod's i his heaven,’

*AIs right with the world.!

* *When we gre right in it and believe
in him and do his work.""

Fruix G, pe FONTAINE,

Why He Can't Publish,

Prince Bismarck has placed himself in
an awkward position.  When in power
he proenred the passuge of a law which
forbids any Prossian minister or embas-
sador to publish documents of any kind
ielating to publie or offivial affairs with:
out the express permission of the empe- |
ror. He has just finished the first vol- |
ume of his memoirs, but the young
kaiser refuses to sunction ita printing, |
and the oue time antocrat of Germuany
is getting & tasts of his own medicina ]I

fealm the anger of the offended states-

CAPITAL GOSSIP,

THE FRIENDSHIP DETWEEN SECRE-
TARIES RUSK AND FOSTER,

dpeaker Crisp and Min Fine Manners
Mre. MeMillie, of Tonnesses, and How
e Saved Himself from Dry Rot - Other
Matters,

| Mo ind Correspandence, |

Wasnixarox, Dee. 81, —There are no
eloser (riends in the cabinet than Secre.
taries Foster and Rusk.  The former is
rocovering from an illness which came
so near earrying him off that for two or
three days those in the seeret foared his
Moath at any moment.  Only the doctor,
tocretnry Rgsk and Mr, Foster's private
mecretary knew the truth, which was

JERRY RUSK OIVES CHARLEY FOSTER A
PIECE OF NS MIND,

carefully concenled from the patient

himself and the members of his family.

A man conld not be more devoted to his

own brother than the big, patriarchal

secretary of agriculture was to his
friend of the treasury depurtment dur-
ing this long illness, Every day and
overy night he was at the sick bed; he
wis us thoughtful as a trained nurse, as
tender ns o woman, When | heard this
pretty story of friendship my mind re-
verted to nnother story involving the
sume men—a story of politics which has
never yet been printed.

When General Garfield became presi-
dent. hrry Rusgk eame down from Wies-
consin snd was o candidate for a place
in the cabinet, He wanted to be secre-
tary of war., At this time he was sim-
ply ex-Congressman Rusk, having served
three terms in the house.  Garfield was
not favorable to the idea, but in his mild
and pleasant way was careful toso word
his expressions as to give no offense, As
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self possession wlacn nave made
one of the most remurknble mon of t
times. | was talking swbout this the
other duy with Representative ('Fer
rull. of Virginin, who succeeds Mr, Crisp
na chnirman of the committes on elee.
tions,  “For six years.” said Mr. O'For.
rll, “Judige Crisp und 1 have servel
together on thut committes. It is in
that commiZes room that we have than.
der nigd Hghtning.  There we try many |
lnwsiiia, in every one of them the fire of
pacty passion heating things uap to o
high tempoerature.  In wll the hand to
hand fghting in that committes, in all ‘
the cross firing and  personalities inei l
dent to a desperate combat, | never once |
mw Mr. Crisp lose, oven for an instant, |
his solf possossion, never for a second 1
change his manner nor his words from
that even and polite tenor which is his
natnre. What s more, | never knew
him to make n mistake. He is indewd |
one of the notable wen of sar times,” |

There I8 no more popular man in the |
honse of ropresentatives than Mr, Me-
Millin, of Tounessoe, who was thonght
by many st one momont to be almost |
sure of receiving the speakership nomi- |
nation ns w dark horse.  The day on |
which Speaker Crisp announced hiscom- |
mittees Mr. MeMillin was taking lanch-
eon with u new member who had not |
been given w very high place on the
committees, and who was in conse-
quence much discournged, **Before yon
conclode that you have been cruelly
trented,” said Mr, MeMillin, “let me tell i
you my experience. When | Hrst eame
to congress my committee place was |
worse than yours. It gave me no op-
portunity whatever. [ sat up nights
trying to evolve some scheme by which
I conld distinguish myself in the role
which the speaker had assigned me, but
Leonldu't do it | was re-elected, and
when | came back to the honse | natu-
rully expected to be promoted. But |1
wasn't.  If anything, my second com- |
mittes assigniment was more disconrng- |
ing than my first one,  Finally Phil
Thompson, of Kentucky — ho and
I were in the same boat as to
committees—held a conneil of war.
‘Phil, said 1, ‘1 am dying of tlr,\“
rot. | must do something or perish.
Not for fifty years has any man repre-
sented my district more than two ters, |
and unless | can stir something up 11}
not get back herw,

N. B. See Adv, “Courier Premiums” page 2.

GEORGE ELIOT'S WORKS
COMPLETE

In 8ix Handsome I12mo. Volumes.

FINE CLOTH BINDING,

COLORED INK STAMPING FROM ORIGINAL
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George Eliot Is preeminently the woman writer of the age. Gifted with a mind
almost masculine In its vigor and power, yet retaining the womanliness which, added to
hor literary strength, has made her works woi.hy the highest place accorded to her sex
in the world of letters.

“Middlemarch,” *The Mill on the Floss,” * Felix Holt," * Daniel Deronda,”
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a result the Wisconsin man and his
friends continned to hope and to keep
p the pressure, Finally Garfield wea-
ied of their importunities. He sent for
harles Foster, who had for years been
is intimate friend and who had also
ven on friendly terms with Rusk when
e three served together in congress
2 1871 to INTT.

“Jerry Rusk and his friends are both-
eriug the life ont of me to make him
secretary of war,” said Garfield to Fos-
ter. **Can't you take him out one side,
have a long talk with him and coax him
into nccepting the post of commissioner
of agriculture?™ *I'll see what 1 can ilo
with him."” said Foster, and that same
afternoon the Ohio man called for Rusk
at the Riggs House and proposed to him
that inasmuch as the day was a fine onu
they take u walk in the suburbs. Rusk
agreed, and they started out. For a
time nothing was said about politics,
Foster was thinking of the easiest man-
ner in which he could lead up to the
business in hand. Finally they stopped
under a tree and Foster sat down on a
log, determined to begin then and thers,

Before he could open his mouth Uncle
Jerry spoke. **Charley Foster," said he,
“you needn't begin to hem and haw and
beat about the bush. [ know what you
have brought me out here in the woods
for. Garfield has sent you to tell me
that | ean't be secrotary of war, but that
| may have some minor place if 1 want
it.” “Yes." muttered Foster, “yon have
guessed it. But the place which you may
have is one not to be sneezed at. It is
the commissionership of agriculture,”
Rusk was furious. *Commissioner of
agriculture!” he exclyimed. *Distributor
of seeds and peddler of pumpkina! You
o buck to Jim Garfield and tell him
that Jerry Rusk is not that kind of a
wan.  You tell him that if Jerry Rusk
in not good enough to sit in Jim Gar-
field's cabinet he kuows what he is good

What can we do? |
‘Nothiug but ruise hades, Mae," replied '
Thompson. ‘Very well,' said 1, ‘let's
go in and raise hades. That will L '

preferable to sitting aronnd doing noth. |
ing.’ %o we made it up botween us that |
whenever we saw a chance to junmp on

some fellow's little public building or |
other local bill or anything else tlml|

lovked as if it might be extravagant or | !
foolish, we wonld sail in regardless nfl 4 )
curses and kicks and have some fun. | &
We enjoyed ourselves in this way for o
CROSS
yTOVE
STOVES|

time, and tinally we found a great op-|
portunity. A log rolling scheme wus |
devised by which 170 members who
wanted public buildings in their dis-
tricts ngreed to stand together and help
pass each other's bills. It waa a strong |
combination, and seemed invincible,
Carlisle told Thompson and me that we
couldn't beat it.  Holman told us it was
too bLig for us to tackle. Everybody
suid the same thing. But Thompson

envugh for. He is good enongh to be
governor of Wisconsin, and you and Jim |
Gitrfield had better look out for him.
Jurry Rusk is going to be president him- |
self some of these days and he'll remem- |
ber you fellows and don't you forget it."” |
In vain did Mr. Foster endeavor to

man from Wisconsin,  That same day
he packed his grip and started for home,
Two days later he sat in a parlor of the |
Plankinton  House, Milwaukee, and
gathered about him were n half dozen |
of the leading Republicans of Wiscon-
sin. 'l want to be governor,” said
Uncle Jerry. “and | want you men to
help me, 1 want to teach these upstarts
ut Washington a lesson.  Will you stand
by mes™ At the next eloction Rusk was
chosen  governor of Wisconsin,  Giar-
firdd died so soon after his inauguration
that the revengeful schemes of Uncle
dorry were never put in operation, and
probably would not have been pressed
o any event.  “The wmanner in which
Mr. Rusk divined what Charley Foster
took him out into the woods for,” re.
marked the gentleman who told me the
story, “shows how keen the secretary of
agriculture is.  He does not know much
about literature, but you cannot fool
him on human nature.  He is as sharp
as o razor, aud 1 tell yon to keep an eye
on him. He will be president yet, just
as he said he wonld,”

Speaker Crisp is known among his as-
sovintos a8 a man of tine manners, Tried
in the erucible of a speakership contest,
pulled and hauled about by scores of
men driven by selfishness or passion, cn-
joled by some of his friends and threat
ened by some of his enemies, the speake
bas not for one instant lost that sl
poise  *her gguanimity, that absolute

and 1 didn't care how big a thing was—
we were out for fight and this was too
good a chance to be lost. 1 told Phil to
prepare himself on ancient history—with |
a set of 1870 census reports—while [
| took up modern history as found
in the census of 1880, The first day the |
combination got to work, Thompson |
quoted ancient history on them to show |
that the towns for which it was pro-
posed to make appropristion were mere |
villages in 1870, when | followed with
modern history to show that they were
only small country towns in 1880, The |
tirst day they passed three bills on us. The '
next day they pushed two through. The |
third day they called u halt, for Ilu-yl
found that as fast as bills were passed |
they lost the support of the men behind !
those measures, All the fellows with |
bills in their pockets became alarmed, |
and the combination was bursted.  Just
five bills out of the 170 passed, and Phil |
Thompsen and I, ont of a simple de- |
termination to stir something up to keep |
onrselves from going to dry rot, saved |
the government s great many millions
of dollurs, Since then | have not cared |
what committee | was placed om, o:
whether | wis on any committee at all,
There is some satisfaction in being a free i
lance.”

The new member of congress from the |
west is one of the characters of the cap- |
ital. He wears striped trousers, old
fashioned black string neckties, a slouch |
hat and big boots, He is earnest and
studious and a good deal of a man, One

,gl y

< ulf*n
THE NEW CONGRESSMAN AND THE BABY, |
thing | like about him is that he brings
his wife to Washington with him—his
wife and baby —and is prond of them
and they are prowd of him, | have in
mind one young congressman who wilks |
to the Capitol every session day with his !
wife by his side and his buby in his arms.
The trio go in on the foor, and baby is l
perched upon the statesman’s desk till
the hour comes for clearing the floor. :
Then wife and baby go up into the gal-
lery and sit all the afternoon, or till the 1
session is over, watching hnbby and papa !
legislate. It is only while the new con-

ressman is very new that he does this, 1

o soon gets over it, and then wife and
baube ure left in the background or per-
haps at home in the far west,
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