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TABERNACLE PULPIT,
OR. TALMAGE PREACHES A SERMON
ON THE MENDING OF NETS,

Ohreistinne Bhould Look to 1 That The's
Nels  for fre Wept In Gaml
Ordor ~Nama Mints That WIIL e or
Yalue,

Sonls

Brookiys, May 17 - If poof of Dr. Tal
s Immense popularity ind boen neod
ol It would be amply farnished by the
promptitude with which the peopla have
avalled themselves of the inoreased mecom
modation afMorded by the new Tabernacle
The vast ediflee Is as donsely crowded at
every service as the older and smaller
Tabernacle wan  Dr nlmage this morn
fng pald his attention to the theologionl
dispites which ave agitating the ehnrelos,
and ns usual gave sonnd practical advice
to both parties.  His toxt was Matthew v,
B “James the son of Yebadee, and John
his brother, In nship with Zebedee thelr
father, mouding thelr pets™
1 go nfishing, ' erled Simon Peter to his
comrades, and the most of the apost les hind
hands hard from Oshing tackle. The lish
erles of the world hinve always attracted
attention. 1o the Thind contury the guesn
of Egypt haul for plu money fonr hundred
and soventy thonsand dollae, rocelved from
the fshories of Lake Moeris  And if the
time should ever come whan the Immen
aity of the world's poptilation eonlid not be
fedd by the vegetables and meats of the
Inndd, the sea has an nmonnt of anlmal life
that would feed all the populations of the
earth, and fatten them with a food that by
fta phosphorus wonld make n generation
brainy and Intellsctnal beyond anything
that the werld has over imoagined, My
toxt takes us among the Galllean fAsher
men, One day Walter Secott, while hoat
ing In an old drawer, found ameng some
old fAsbing tackle the manouseript of his
immortal ?ﬂmk “Waverloy,”" which he had
t away there as of no worth, and who |
nows but that teday we may find some |
unknowr wealth of thonght while looking
at the Oshing tackle in the text?
PUT YOUNR NKTS IN GOOD ORDER.
It In nos a good day for fishing, and three

men are in the boat repairing the broken |
fslilng nets. If You are fishing with l|

hook and line and the fixh will not bite it
is a good time to put the angler’s apparatus
into better coudition. Perhaps the last
fish you hauled in wis so large that some
thing soapped. Or f you were fishing
with a net there was a mighty flounder
of the scales, or an exposed nall on the

of the boat which - roke some of the
threads apnd let part or all of the eap
tives of the deep escape into thelr natural
element, Amd hardly anything s more
rovokin' than to nearly I ascore or a
undred of trophies from the deep and
whon you are in the full glee of hauling in
the spotted treasures through some Imper
fection of the net they splash back into the

wave

That s too much of a trial of patience
for most flahermen to endure, and many a
man ordinarily correct of speech in such
ciroumstances comes to an |otensity of
utterance unjustifiable. Therefore no good
fisherman conaiders the time wasted that
Now the
Christian
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and forgiveness. Bome of
meshes 50 wide that the siu.
and out and is not at any me
t for the heavenly landing.

to make everything so easy, we
. wa loosen, we widen. Wea let men
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they will come
© ought to make It easy for
the kingdom of and,
can, muke It lmpossible for
.

ou!
T adviee uomuldn to many fs:
“Go Just as yon did before you were
captured for God and heaven. The net
was not Intended to be any restraint or
any hindrance. What yoa did before you
were A Christlan, do now., Go to all
styles of amusement, read all the styles of
in all the styles of behavior
were convertad." And so
meshes of permission and
wriggle out through this
that opening, tearing the not
and soon all the souls that we
land in heaven before we
back in the deep ses of the
hen we go a-gospel fAshing
as easy as poasible for souls
as hard as possible to get out.
RISTIAX KVERY DAY.
In{u-p an unmeani
talks about self deni
body under, and about
way and entering the
aboss carrying the
to be no way of telling
Is & Christian excep: by his
communion chalice on sacrs
P May a man be as reckless
hts, about his words, about
, about his amusements, about
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| losing all the fish Iancity like this of
| mare lan elght boaparsl thowsand, thire
| et Jeast flve o thounsmd ot In

Babbathy seliwls of And In this
| b whiore there are inore than sixty four
million people, there are at least thirty
million not In the Sabibaih sehools and
Lehnrehes,  And b this world of more thi
| fourteen hundesd milllon peaple, there are
| mt Jeast olght hondesd mtlion not in
schools and churches Lo sueh an Atlnntia
oouan of opportunity thers is room  for all
the nots and all the bonts and wll the iish
ermen and for millors more,

There should be no rivaley betwoeen
ehurchon.  Kach one doos a work peculine
to ftaelf.  There should be no rivalry be
tween ministors  God never ropents him
self, and he never maken two ministers
alike, and each one has a work that no
other man In the unlverse ean accomplish
It fishermon are wise, they will not allow
thelr nots to entangle, or If they do neel
dentally get intertwisted, the work of ex
triention should e kKindly nnd gently eon-
ductedd. What a glad spectaels for men
and angels when on our recent dedieation
day ministers of all donominntions stood
on this platform and wished for each
other wl:Lmt prosperity and  usefulness,
but thore are clties in this conntry where
there la now golng on an awful ripping
and rending anil tearing of (shing nota
Ludead, all over Chrlstendom at this time
Lhero Is o great war golng on betwesn flsh:
ermoen, ministers ngalnst minlstors,

YOU MUST MIND YOUR OWN NKT.

Now | have potleed a man ennnot flsh
and fight ot the same thime  He elther
neglects his et o his musket, 1t s amng
ing how much time some of the fishermen
bave to look after other Hshormen. 1t is
more than | oan do oo take care of my own
et You seo the wind is just vight, and it
Is such a good time for Oshing, and the
flsh nre coming In so eapldly that 1 have to
keep my eye amd hand sy, There nre
nbont two hundreed milllon souls wanting
to get into the Kingdom of God, and it will
roquire sl the nets nod all the boats anod
wll the fishermen of Christendom to safely
bnndd them,

At Fast Hampron, Long Island, where 1

summer, out on the bluifs some morning
wo see the Hugs up, and that s the sigaal
for lnunching out Into the deep. For a
mile the water is tinged with that peculinr
color that ludicates whole schools of plsca-
torial revelry, aud the beuch swarms with
moen with thelr conts off and thelr sen enps
on, and those of us who do not go out on
the wave stand on the bench ready to re
Joice when the bonts come back, nnd In our
excitement we rush into the water with
our shoes on to hielp get the boats up the
beach, and we Iny hold the lines and pull
| #111 we are red in the face, and as the living
things of the deep come tumbling in on
the sand 1 ery out, “Captain, how many#"
And he answers, “About fifty thousand."
And we shout to the lnte comers, **Hurrah,
fifty thousand!” We must have an en-
thusinsm womething like that if we are
ever to tnke the human race for God and
heaven. Aye, we ought to have that en
thusiasm of the beach multiplied a hun-
dred fold and by so much ss an immortal
soul is worth more than a blueflsh,
Ob, brethren of ministry! Lot us spend
our time In fishing instead of fghting.
But if | angrily jerk my net across your
net, and you jerk your net ly across
mine, we will soon have two ken neta
and no fish. The French

chirehies

because they are cuught by the gills. Bus
gill nets cannot be of any service in relig:
fous work. Men are never eaught for the
truth I.:r their heads; it is by the heart or
notatall. No argument eversaved n man,
and no keen aunlysis ever brought a man
into the kingdom of God. Heart work,
not head work. Away with your gill nets!
Sym , helpfulness, consolation, love,
are the names of some of the threads that
we need to weave in our goapel nets when
we are mending them.

IF TIE WORLD WOULD HELIEVE IT WOULD

SURRENDER.

Do you know that the world’s heart s
bursting with trouble, aud if you could
make that world believe that the religion
of Jesus Christ is a scothing omnipotence,
the whole world would surremnder tomor
row, yea, woild surrender this hour? The
day before James A, Garfleld was inaugur
ated an president | was in the cars going
from Richmond to Washington. A gentle
man seated next to mein the cars knew
me, and we were soon in familiar conversa-
tion. It was just after a bereavement and
| was speaking to him frem an over bur
fnn-d heart sbout the sorrow | was suffer
Il...

Looking .l: his ohupr:‘l‘u .ltllm. I sald: *1
guesa you have esca rouble. 1
should judge from your oonn‘m that
you have come through free from all mis-
fortune.” Then he looked at me with a look
I shall never forget and whispered in my
ear “8ir, you know nothing about trouble,
My wife has been in an insane asylum for
fifteen years.” And then he turned and
looked out of the window and into the
nwm a silence | was too overpowered
to . That was another illustration
of the fuct that no one escapes trouble.
Why, that man seated npext to you in
church has on his soul a weight compared
with which a mountain is a feather, Thas
woman seated next to you ln church has a
grief the recital of which would make your
hna’. mind and soul shudder,

hen you are mending your net for this
wide, deep sea of humanity, take out that
wire thread of eriticism and that horse

tian feces boam with u look that means
welcome. Say “good moralog" to the
stranger as be enters your pew, and at the
shake bands with bim and say, “How
musie?’ Why, you would be
panel of the door of heaven;
1o bin & pote of the

sing when a new soul enters.
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pue word of hrotherly Kindoess from youn
would e b into s sall heaven.

I hinve o other days entersd n pew in
thurel, nnd the wornan at the other sl
of the pew [ookod at me s mounch as Lo say:
"How dare you? This s my pew, and |
pny the rent for it Wall, T etauched In
the other coraor and mode mysell ns small
ns possible, nod fole s thongh [ il been
stealing something. So there are peaploe
who have a sharp edye to thele religion,
and they net as though they thought most
people had been elocted to e dammoed sl
they were glad of it Oh, et us brighton
| up our munner nudd appenr In utimost gen
tlemunliness or ludy hood

NE GENIAL

The obiject In Ny fshing s to throw the
fly far ont, and then let it drop gently down
and koep It gently vislng and falling with
the waters, and not plonge (¢ like a man
of-war's anchor, and abraptoess and hnesh
ness of manner st boe avolded o our nt
tempt at asefulness | know o man in
Now York who s more sinsainy and gen
Inl when he lins dyspopsin thnn when ho s
not suffering trom thint depressing tronble,
I have fonnd out hils seoret When he
starts out In the morning with such de
pression bo nska for specinl gries to keop
from soapplog tup anybody that day, and
Elltl forth additionnl determination to be

indly and genial, and by the help of Gl
he accomplishes it Muny of our nels
need to e mended in hivse respects, the
black threads nod the rough threads taken
out, nnd the bright threads nnd the golden
theends of Chrlstinn gendality woven in,

In addithon to this we nesd to mend onr
nots with more thronds of patlence. v is
uo rare thing for n fisherman to spend one
whole dny before he ean take n 5t Law
renoe pike or an Oblo salmon or o Long
Island plekerel or 0 Cayugn black bass or
a Delaware entfish, and hoe does that day
after day without particular disconrnge
ment. DBut what o lnck of patienes if we
do not immediately sueeeed In soul catel
Ing, Woenre apt to glve it up and say, “1
will pever try agnin,” Into all our nots we
need to weave all along the edge noed nll
through the center grent, long, stout
thremds of Christian patience. How patient
Giod has been with st Can we nos be pa
tient with our fellows? 1 had presented
me from Seotlnnd a few days ago an orna-
mented inkstand, the wooded parts of
which were made from a piece of n tree cut
down by Mr. Gludstone, at Hawarden, and
sent by him to Scotluid by request,

The incident reminded meof the fact that
a woman who hud long been on Mr, Glad
stone’'s estate had n wayward boy, and in
her despair she asked Mre. Glandstone to take
the boy in hand, While prime minister of
Evgland, with all the mighty affales of the
kingdom in his hand, he took that boy in
his study and counnseled him, and then
knelt down and prayed with him, and the
bey wins saved. If we all hoad bearts of
sympathy like that, what would beto us
fmpossible? *“Is it notdelightful that 1 ean
sing so well?" said Jenny Lind, in a burst
of joy that she could help others. *“‘Is it
not delightful that | can sing so well!"
And might we not all say In thankfulness
to God, "“Is it not delightful that we can
sympathize with others, and encourage
others, and help others, snd save others?”

Again, In mending our nets we need also
to put fn the threads of faith and tear out
all the tangled meshes of unbelief. Our
work 1s successful uccording to our faith,
The man who believes in only half a Bible,
or the Bible in spots; the man who thinks

cannot

$28¥
E’Eg

ia a poor stick, Faith in God and
fn Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, and
the abwolute necessity of a regenerated
heart in order to see God in peace, is one
thread you must have In your mended net
or you will never be a sucoesaful fisher for
men. Why how can you doubt?

The hundreds of millions of men and
women now standing in the church on
earth, and the hundreds of millions in
heaven, nttest the power of this Gospel tu
save. With more than the certainty of a
mathematical demonstration, let us start
out to redeem all nations. The rotten-
est thread that you are totear outof your
net is unbelief, and the most important
thread that you are to put in it is faith,
Faith in God, trinmphant faith, everlast-
ing faith. If youeannot trust the infinite,
the holy, the omuipotent Jehovah, who can
you trust?

IT 18 AN IMPORTANT WORK.

Oh, this important work of mending our
nets! If we could get our nets right we
would accomplish more in soul saving in
the next year than we bave in the last
twenty years. Bot where shall we get
them mendwl? Just where old Zebedee
and his two boys mended their nets—where
you are. “‘Jumes, why don't you put your
oar in Lake Galllee, or hoist your sail and
land at Capernaum or Tiberins or Gadura,
and seated on the bank mend your net!
John, why don't you go ashore and mend
your net?" No, they sat on the guards of
the boat, or at the prow of the boat, or in
the stern of the boat, and they took up the
thread and the needle, and the ropes and
the wooden blocks, and went to work;
sewing, sewing: tying, tying; weaviug,
weaving: pounding, pounding: until, the
net mended, they push it off into the sea
and drop paddle nnd hoist sail, and the
cutwater weut through amid the shoals of
fish, some of the descendauts of which we
bad for breakfast one morning while we
*were encamped on the beach of beautiful
Galilee. James andvJohn had no time to
go ashore. They were not fishiug for fun,
as you aud I do in summer time. It was
their livelihood and that of their families
They mended their nets where they were,
in the ship.

“Oh,"” says some one, ‘1 mean to get my
net mended, nud | will go down to the pul»
lic library, and | will see¢ what the scien
tista say nbout evolution and about ‘the
survival of the fittest,' and | will read up
what the theologinus say about ‘advanced
thought.,! 1 will leave the ship awhile,
and I will go ashore and stay there till my
not is mended.” Do that, my brother, and

ou will have no net left, Instead of their

elping you mend your net, they will steal
the pieces that remanin, Better stay iu the
Gospel bout, where you have all the means
for mending your net, What are they, do
you nskt | answer all you need you have
where you are, namely, a Biblenud a pluce
w The more you study evolution,
llsn,opt what lscalled advanced thought,
the bigger fool you will be, Btay in the
ship and mind your vet. That is where
James the son of Zebedee and John his
brother stail. That is where all who get
their nets meuded stay.

THEY SEEK NOTURIKETY.

1 potice thut all who leave the Gospel
boat aud go ushore to mend thelr nets stuy
there, Or if they try again to fsh, they o
not eateh suything. Get out of the Gospel
boat and go up ioto the world to get your
not mended, and you will live to see the
day when you will feel like the man whe,
having forsaken Chwistinnity, sighed, *|

| woull give a thousnnd  pIRRME 0 TeeT AN )
Al In 18207 The time will come whon

you will e willing to give a thotusand
potrids o fecl ns vom did dn 1991 ‘'hese
men wilio hive Iven up thelr old religion

cannot i e Yo
Ehamt the Kave
up the old religlon are in seareh of nato
rioly 'y do not sueeesd In sttrncting
mueh atrention.  They il of ob
seurity They must do something to st
tenet attention, so they sit down on the
beach and go to tenring to pleces the fish
Ing vets dustend of mending them. The
wtadd old denominations to which they be
long does ot pay them enough attention,
#0 they attract attention by striking their
grandmothier,  They do not get enongh nt-
tention by standing 1o the pulpits, so they
Ko to work and break the church windows

These denr brethiven of nll denominations,
aMicted with theologleal fdgets, hnd  bet-
ter go Lo metding nets Instewl of breaking
them.  Belore they brenk up the old relig
lon and try to folst on us n new rellgion
let them go through some great saerifios
for Giod that will prove them worthy for
sich a work, taking the adviee of Talley
rand ton man who wented to upset the re
liglon of Jesus CHrist nomd start n new one,
when he sald, "Go and be oeneifled nml
then radse yourself from the grave thethin
dag ! Those who propose to mend thelr
nets by secular skeptical books are just like
aomnn who bhas just one week for fishing,
nod six of the days he spends In reading
Isnnk Walton's “Complete Angler,” nnd
Whentley's “Hod and Line,” and Seott's

| “Fishing in Northern Waters," and Pall
man's “Vade Meonm of Fly Fishing for
Trout,” and then on Saturday morning,
his lust dny out, goes to the river to ply
his ary, but that day the fish will not bite,
and late on Saturdny night bo goes home
with empty basket and n disappointed
heart,

Meanwhile n man who never saw a big
Hbrnry 1o all his Hie hoas that week caught
with an old Hshifng tackle enough to supply
his own tableand the table of nll bis nefgh-
bors, nnd enough to salt down In barrels
for the long winter that will soon eomo in,

v it e s my opinlon

o o Lhose minksters wlin

'T)oYoun CMPLOYE

Alns! alnst I, when the Satarday night of |

our le drops on us it shall be found that
we Liave spent oure thine in the libraries of

worldly philosaphy, trying to mend our |

nets, and we have only o few souls to re
port ns brought to God thirongh our instra
mentality, while some humble Gospel {1sh

ermnn, his library made up of 4 Bible nnd |

L an almanne, shall come home laden with

the vesults, his trophics the souls within |

fifteen miles of his log eabin meeting
hotse.

| Inthe time of great disturbance in Na-
ples in 1040 Massaniello, a bure footed figh-
ing boy, dropped his fishing rod, and by

straoge magnetisin took command of that |

city of six hundred thousand souls, He
took off his fishing jacket and put on a
| robe of gold in the presence of howling
mobs, He put his band on his Hp as a sig:
nal, and they were silent,
hand away from him, and they retired to
| their homes, Armies pussed in review be-
fore him. He became the mation’s idol.
| The rapid rise and complete supremacy of
l that young flsherman, Massauiello, has no
parallel in all history. But something
equal to that and bettsr than that is an
everyday occurrence in heaven,

God takes some of those, who in this
world were fishers of men, and who toiled
very humbly, but because of the way they
mended thelr nets and employed their nets
after they were mended, and suddenly
hoists them and robes them and scepters
them and crowns them and makes them
rulers over many cities, and be marches
armies of saved ones before them in re
view, Massaniellos unhonered on earth,
but radiated in heaven. The fisher boy of
Naples soon lost his power, but those peo-
ple of God who kept their nets mended and
rightly swung them shall never lose their
exalted place, but shall reign forever and
ever and ever. Keep that reward in sight.

BWEEF ALL THE SEAS,

But do not spend your time fishing with
hook and linee. Why did not James the
son of Zebedee sit on the wharf at Cana,
his fest hanging over the lake and with a
long pole and a worm on the hook dipped
into the wave, wait for some mullet to swim
up and be canght? Why did not Zebedee
spend his afterncon trying to catch one
eel? No, that work was too slow, These
men wers not mending a hook and line;
they wero mending their neta, So let the
church of God not be content with having
here one soul and next month another soul
| brought into the kingdom, Sweep all the
| seas with nets—scoop nets, seine nets, drag
| nots, all encompassing nets—and take the
| trensures in by hundreds and thousands
| and millions, and nations be born in a day,
| and the hemlispheres quake with the tread
of aransoming God. Do you know what
will be the two most tremendeus hours in
our heavenly existence? Among the gquad-
rilllons of ages which shall roll on, what
two occasions will be to us the gremstest?

The day of anr arrival there will be to us
one of the two greatest. ‘'he second great-
est, I think, will bo the day when wa shall
bhave put in parallel lines before us what
Christ did for us and what we did for
Christ—the one so great, the other so little,
That will be the only embarrassment in
heaven. My Lord and my God! What
will we de and what will we say when on
one side are placed the Saviour's great sac-
ritices for us and our small sacrifices for
him—his exiie, his humiliation, his agonies

one hand, and our poor weak, insuf-
jent sacrilices on the other? To make
the contrust less overwhelming, let us
quickly mend our nets, and like the Gali-
lean fishermen may we be divinely helped
to cast them on the right side of the skip.

A Bpanish Afternoon.

A recent entertainment in a neighboring
city was a “ten’" which took the form of a
“Spanish afternoon.” These cabalistic
words, engraved on the invitations, aroused
much curlosity, and almost every guest
bidden found it possible to accept, On en-
tering the handsome rooms were discov-
ered to be beautifully decorated with yel
low and red flowers, interspersed with
Spunish flags, which were festooned upon
bulls' bhorns. 'The staircase was wound
with the flags, and Spanish pictures and
effects shounded. A paper was read u
"Cervantes, the Hero, the Poet and m
Man," and during the reception which fol-
lowed music from hidden zithers and

uitars supplemented the conversation.

he refreshments comprised ns many Span-
ish dainties as possible, and were served in
Bpanish style

The uffuir was n great success, and is a
suggestion to future hostesses, It would
b easy to carry out the same idea in other
opationalities, nod an Italiun, Swedish o
Greek “afternoon’ conld be made equally
effective and interesting.—Her Poiont ol
View lu New York Times,

Papn In Pocket.

This Is the time of year when the shrewd
father observes to bis children;

“Now, boys, think it over, Which would
you sooner inve—annice, longstick of candy
aud a fipe fish born, or—or go to the cir
cus?t"

Presented in this way the boys decide on
the stick of cut dy. —Americuu Grooer,

He waved his |
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If you have a Plate, we will furnish! 100 Cards

same, at §.v50.

WESE SEL PRINTING COMPANY,

100 ENGRAVED CALLING CARDS

from




