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THE FIGHT FOR IRELAND

|
| HISTORY OF THE ORGANIZED STRUG-

GLE BEGUN BY MICHAEL DAVITT,

How the Land League Was Vormed, and
the Work Aceomplished by 1 Parnell
and Dnsitt, Onees Co-workers, Naw Op.
pased to Fach Other.

[Copyright by Amariean Press Awsocintlon )

When Michnel Davitt, one nrmed, thin,
worn with prison life and siockness, was
given o tieket of leave and released from
the iron gray walls of Dartmoor there was
Httle thought in the minds of those who

saw him walk away or those who walted |
. determination to carry things to the end, |

MICTIAEL DAVITY

for him that he oneried with him an idea
destined to revolutionize that which under
the nnme of the Irish guestion hud been
the unsolvable problem of Foglish states
men for 300 years, Yet it was troe. An
ardent Penlan and a firm bellever in phys
feal foree, Davitt, during his eleven years
behind prison walls, had learned, Arst from
the study of Mnzzini's eareer in a life of
the great ltalian conspirator, and second
from reflection, that to do any good for
Irelnnd he must have a canse which would
appeal to all the Irish people in one way or
the other, and in addition he must not an-
tagonize Knglish publie opinion by the
methods e pursued, This cause he found
in the lnnd, on which, elther as proprietor
or laborer, ninetenths of the people de
pended for their bhread.

The man had the nerve to wait for two
yvears until & partinl famine eame. During
that time he aatisfled himself that the
Irishimen in America would support those
in Ireland with money. Of the men in
parlinment he selected Chiarles Stewart
Parnell as his colleagus in the work, amd
to him proposed his plans, Parnell agreed,
| provided he had full control of the parlia-
mentary work and the naming of the mem-
bers elected by the pationalists,  And so
the Land League was born, and the long
struggle begnn which has resulted in such
great changes. There were severnl basie
ideas about the league which were new in
Irish polities, The weapon was to be con-
stitutional agitation, in parlinment and
out, There was to be systematie relief for
evicted tenants. The whole people were

to be welded together for one purpose, and |

sectional feelings and jenlousies were to be

| staumped out so far as possible,
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The lengue took like wildfire. The farm-
ers, laborers, dreamers of an Irish repub-
lie, theorists, physical foree men, each
and all accepted it. Many gave thelr ad
herence without much heart, taking It ns a
makeshift. The Irishmen in America,
Australin and Cannda welcomed it gladly:
the plan of systematic relief for those who
were suffering attracted them. Branches
sprang up in every county and town, and

| thon was hunded over

the Land Corporation of Treland The
league hid miet n foeman worthy of it
sharpest steel.  Boayeotting was almost de-
privedd of 1ts power when emergency men
cotild be plaesd In the felds of the land
lord, andd the propaganda which wias ear
ried on in Kogland produced s great effect
on public oplnien,  What Davitt lind fore
soen hadd come to pass.  The question of
the lend had divided Iesland Inte two
great camps, and the Kuglish people were
the judges of the war

When the Land League was t ransformed
futo the National Lengue it may be sald
that Davitt's work wis done,  He did not
retire for some years aftorwand, and during
that thme he Inbored (o his chosen fleld
But be and the league he founded had
made the Trish people the Irish nation, one
In purpose, one in mothod, and one in thalr

Constitutional ngitation hnd bween finally |
necepted, and physicnl foree—thst phantom
which had for so long beckoned the Dbest
and bravest of Ivlshmen to thelr death in
Callure—winn lnld to rest wt last. The na
to Parnell by the |
g whose genios had welded It from the
scattered people, and henceforth the strug
wle was in the house of commons,

But the work in the house had been  be
gun long before,  Parnell was (n many e
apocts the last man on earth one would
have expocted tosee s colleague of a ticket.
of lewve man,  An aristoorat, & Protestant
and a landlord, he yet threw himsell body
and soul Into the nationalist chuse,  He
proved himsolf an (denl parlinmentary
fighter, The tactios he pursned wore those
of all the great English reformers, and he
won just ns they won,  He eared not which

| party be won concessions for Trelnml from,

his only es was to win them.  He and
his followers hind nefthor English nor im- |
perinl polities, they were there to work for
Ireland nlone, As his power grew with the
nddition of each member won in Ireland

| e became more and more formidable

| G lndstione

from the central office in Sackville street |

in Dublin Davitt, who had the league
work under his control, ruled Ireland as
no lord lieutenunt ever ruled it. Slowly
but surely the work of forming a nation
out of the disunited, disorganized peo-
ple of Ireland went on, and slowly but
surely the work of directing the relief of
Irishmen outside of Ireland into an organ-
ized channel was acoomplished.

In the meantime neither the government
nor the landlords of Irelund were idle
| Coercion bills were passed to suppress the
lt-agtu-. but at the sime time so genuine s
the English belief in agitation that with
these cume measures for relief of Irish
[troubles. The league in and out of Par
liament had secured a hearing from the
English people, and this was proved by the
results, It did not take long for the Irish
people to realize thut agencies were at work
which brought shout reforms when needed
and secured concessions in 4 manner which
was utterly new in lrish history, nnd with
the realization of this fact the alleginnee
given to the league became more and more
loynl

The landlords of Irelnnd and their sym.
pathizers could not bs expected to look at
the work golng on before their eyes with
any degree of complueency, One of the

most picturesque Hgures in Irish politics
und English soclety wias Arthur MacMur-
rough Kavanogh, the man who was born
without arms or legs

There was an ele

CHARLES STEWART PARNELL
[From s lnte howw of commons sketob |

ment of the pathetic abons  the short,
malmed figure sbove which rose the mag-
nificent head.  In spite of physieal i
Kavanagh mnde himself one of
the boldest rlders to houmds, one of the
best whips and one of the most daring
yachtamen of Irelund.  The same energy
which conguored almost insurmonntahle
difficultios in vhe way of sport drove him
high up in polities angd publice life, sl no
one was listensd to with more respect in
the house of commons than he who always
addressad the speaker sitting o his chab
Telsh of the old Irish Blood, for Mr. Knvai
noagh was o loeal descendsnt of Art M
Muarrough, whouse very pume wos o battle
ery for the Septs, he stomd by his order aod

Wuumr'--l i opposition to the Lamd Lengue | o

l

| side of which all other fights in Irelund

It is nevessary, however, in order to un
derstand  the strogele. that  fall value
whonuld be glven to the sincers convietions
of the English members and thelr eonstitn
encies.  They honestly helleved that 10 was |
& dangerous thing to give the people of
Ireland anything approsching home rule
Their opposition was founded not on A
enptious disegard of the rights of Irish
men, it o o mistaken convietion that
Irishmen wonld not exerclse those rights
ina proper manper,  The adoption by Mr
nnd the Libernls of the lrish
enuse cnme not from a merve desiee for po
littead power, but from a change of convie
tion and o belief that, after all, It was safe |
totrust the Irish to obey the Inw

When the goverument of Lord Salishury
suceeedod that of Mr. Glidstone the har
vest for which the Trish had worked so
long was put off. Every great reform o

A

W, E GLADSTONE,

England bax bheen defented in its time. The
eneimies of home e saw that siceess
would sarely come, aml the Pigott forger
fen woere sprung on Parnell,  Through
that trind he cnme safely. Then the O'Shen
divoree st was tried, and  this now
threatens to prevent his lending the hosts
into the promised land.

The finul decision as to whether Parvel]
shall continne in place must be given hy
the Irish people at the polls, The strug
gle among the members of parlinment is
merely the overture to the dramn. The
question b issue is whether the allinnce
with Mr, Gludstone is of more value than
Parnell's leadership.

The most important man st this time s
Duvitt, who has declared agninst his old
collengne.  Eight years ago Davitt could
hnve deposed Parnell hud be so chosen, but
whether he can doso now remnins to be
wseen.  The man s possessed of wonderful
resources and has genius rather than mere
ability. The battle between Parnell and
himself will be n contest of ginnts, nlong-

now will be child's play. Both men have
s traditionary right to support from the
people, both are earnest und honest and
peither will ever ery “Hold!"

a\l l'lll'il) Bavcn,

!’Iﬂ, Yenrs In the Cab,

Zachariah Lord, who lives st Wabster,
Windham county, Conn., Is the oldest rall-
rond engineer in New England, and among
the very oldest in
the country, hay-
ing retired but »
few yenrs ago aft.
erfifty years ip the
cab,. The oldest
locomotive  engl-
neer in the United
States is (0 he has
not died within a
few months)n Mr,
Ly, of Parke
connty, Ind., who
ran the engine for
the trial trip on the Baltimore and Ohle,
and soon after mude n test trip with the
first engine made in Baltimors by Peter
|'|H||H‘r I 18380,

Mr, Lord, one of eleven children of Isasnc
aud Hoaunah Lord, was born at Gardiner,
Me., Feb, 10, 1821, and showed a talent for
mnchinery from bis schoolboy dayvs, In
I8 he worked in Boston ot locomotive
building, and in 18438 ook charge of the
once noted “Comet,” an Euglish bailt o
comotive used on the Boston and Portland
rond. In 1851 his fame was so well estah
lished that e was offered the then sxteaor
gy wages of ELDO per day to take a
locomotive on the Grand Traok rallway,
on which line he van the “Jenny Lind" for
ten yenrs.  His most noted feat ws o 1800,
when he took the Prinee of Wales and |
suite, with various Canndinn ofMicials, from |
Point lechaine o St John, N B, 113
miles, tnos fenetion less than 11T minutes

In 1862 he returned to the United States,
ntil wis cuginesr ou the New York apd
New Englamd rond for fourteon yenrs He
never et with an sceldent 1o the traln, !
wined mever cnvsed the loss of o e throngh
vrpar or curelessness; but in one insthnee 4

ZACHATIIAN LORD,

st wilked deliberntely upon tue track
i front of his lovomotive He lies re
celved iy presents for his core nnd cool.

ness, aidd his aplodon s that more than
hdt the necldents are due Lo Inoxicants,
J\ll-l by b s fn Iull” goond et and |
“gotsistent Mot hodist
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IHE BIRTH OF JESUS,

A CHRISTMAS SONC(G,

Wrillen expresady for The American

Pross Association,

Words by NELLIE DICKINSON TAYLOR.
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Music by GRACE HITCHCOCK.
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In the heart of the busy ity
There are souls that wait to-d.y,

For some one to carry the messuge
That shall chase their night nwwauy,

O hearts, that ure breaking with sorrow,
O souls, that are heavy with woe,

Come, listen the heavenly message

The augels sang long ago.

Choruy, —licd's peace to ull, ote.
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Come, all

O come,

And the
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that 4 sinking and weary,

Fach heart that s tired and sud

Novsin is too ¢ rout for Hiz merey

No sorrow but He minkes glad

r"l' thw ll.i v will
OF the last,

b hreaking
ghol Chirstnnes das,
Win i
hiristiias day.

world will soon by
To the lust, glad (
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