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A LESSON DRAWN FROM DANIEL
[ THE LION'S DEN

IN

e Talmags Khoaws That the Mare Wark

You Mave to Do the Moare Neeod Yon
| Mave for Chetstianity —God  and  the

Nallot Mos,

Waoo, Tex., Aug, 81.—<Dr. Talmage to

day delivered the followlug discotirse on the
toxt: "Then the king commanded, and they
brought Danlel and east him into the den
of Hons." = Danlel vi, 10

Datius was king of Babylon, and the
young man Danlel wis so wuch a favorite
with him that he made him prime minis
ter, or secretary of state e ne man
counld guin such a high position without
exciting the envy and jealousy of the peo
ple.  There were demagogues in Babylon
who ware so appreciative of thelr own abil
fties that they were affronted at the elova
tion of this young man.  Old Babylon was
afradd of young Babylon. The taller the
codar the more apt It is to be riven of the
Hghtning

hese demagogues nsked

make n decree thut nnL wly thot mnde n
petition to any one exee, . the king within
thirty days should be put to desth.  King
Darius, not suspecting any foul play, mnkes
that decroa.  The demagogues have nceom
plished all they want, beeause they know
that no one ean keep Danlel from sending
petitions before God for thirty days

Bao far from eing afrald, Danlel goos on
with his supplications three thmes nday,
and I8 found on his housetop making
prayer. He Is caught in the st He s
eondemned to be devoured by the Hons
Rough executioners of the law seize him
and husten him to the eavern. | hear the
growl of the wild beasts, and [ see them
pawing the dust, and as they put their
mouths to the ground the solld earth
quakes with their bellowing. 1 see their
eyes roll, nod 1 almost hear the flery ove
balls snap in the darkness. These monsters
appronch Danlel  They have an appetite
keen with hunger ith one stroke of
their puw or ene snatoh of their teoth they
mny leave him desd st the bottom of the
cavern.  But what a strange welcome
Danlel receives Qom these hungry mon-
sters! They faws wronnd him. they lick
his hand; they bury his foot in their long
manes.  ‘That nlght he has cnlm sleep, with
his head ‘pllluqml on the warm necks of
the tamed lions

THE LIONS' MOUTHS WERE SHUT,
But not so well does Darlus the king

the king to
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sleep. He loves Daniel, and hates this
stratagem by which he has been con
demned.  All night long the king walks
the floor. He cannot sleep, At the least
| sound he starts sod his lesh creeps with
horvor, He ls impatient for the dawniog
of the morning. At the Hest streak of the
daylight Darius hastens forth to see the
fute of Daniel. The heavy palace doors

n an clang shut long before the people

the city waken. Darius goes to the den
of lions; he looks in.  All is silent. His
hoart stops.  He feels that the very worst
has  happened; but gathering all  his
strength he shouts through the rifts of the
rock, O Danlel! is the God whom thou
servest continually able to deliver thee?"
There comes rolling up from the deep dark-
ness & voloe which says: O hlnu!‘:r\'u for-
ever. My God has sent his angel to shut
tho.l.lom' mouths that they have not hurt

Then Danlel is brought out from the den
The demagogues are hurled nto it, and no
sooner have they struck the bottom of the
den than thelr flesh wus rent, and their
bones cracked, and there blood spurted
through the rifts of the rock, and ns the
lous make the rocks tremble with their
roar they announcs to all ages that while
God will defend his people the way of the
ungodly shall perish.

Learn frst from this subject that the
greatest crime that you ean commit in the
eyes of many is the erime of success, What
had Daniel done that he should be flung to
the lions? He got to be prime minister.
They could not forgive him for that, and
behold in that a touch of unsanctified hu-
man nature as seen in all ages of the world,
So long as you are pinched in poverty,
so long as you are running the gaotlet
between landlond snd tax gatherer, so long
as you find it hard work to educate your
children, there are people who will say,
“Poor man, | am sorey for him: he ought
to succeed, poor man|”

THE PENALTY OF SUCCESS .

But after a while the tide turus in your
favor. That ‘v_ru a profitable investment

made. You bought.at just the right
gl:; Fortune buuna, ‘,md htamored
and smiles u yom you nre being
in some department succesaful your su¢
cess chills some one. Those meu who used
to sympathize with you stand along the
street, and they scowl at you from under
the rim of the'» hate You have more
money or e influence - han they have,
and you ought to be scowled vt from under
the rim of their hats You vateh a word
or two &8 you passed by thim. “Stuck
up,” says ome, “Got it dishonostly,” says
another "Will burst soon,' siys a third,
Every stone ln your new house is laid on
their hearta  Your horse’s hools went over
their nerves.

Every item of your success has been to
them an item of discomfiture and despair.
Just us soon a8 in any respect you rise
above your fellows, if you are more virtu-
ous, If you are more wise, Il you are more
influential, you cagt a shadow on the pros-
pect of others. The road to honor wund
sucoess Is within reach of the enciuy's
guns. Jealousy says, “Stay down or U'l}
K 'Mou down." *1 do not like you,"
uﬁt snowflake to thesgowbind. *"Wh
don't you like me?’ sald the snowbird
“Oh!" sald the snowfluke, “you are going
am coming down.”"  Young mer-
chants, young TaWyers, youug doctors,
oung mechanics, young artists, young
armers, at certaln thimes there were those
to sympathize with you, but now that you
are becming master of your particular oo
cupation or profession, how s It now,

ung lawyers, young doctors, young art-
g&. young fnrmers—how s it now? The
greatest crime that you can commit is the
orime of success.

Agnin, my subject impresses me with
the value of decision of character in any
department. Dunilel knew thut if he coun-
tinued his adherence to the religion of the
Lord he would be hurled to the llons, bug
having set his compuss well be sailed
right on.

MAKE UP YOUR MIND
For the luck of that element of decision
of charncter 0 eminent o Dunlel many
men wre rulped for this world, and ruined
for the world to come A gresat many at
40 years of age are not settled in any re
spect, becanse they have not been able to
make up their mind. Perbuaps they will
west. Perhaps they will go enst, Per-
npu they will not, Perhaps they will go
porth. Perhaps they may go south. Per
they will .pot. Perhaps they may
¢ thut lavestment in real estate or in
rullronds.  Perhaps they will not  They
are like a steamer shad should go out of
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everlastingly tacking ship and making no
hendway. Or they are ke & man who
starts to butld o house o the Corlnthinn
syle and changes v to Dorle, andd then
completes it in the lonie, and s cursed by
all stylos of arehitectnre

Young man, start right and keep on
Have decision of chamctar.  Charncter (s
like the goldtineh of Tonguing it s mag
nifleent while standing Aem, but loses all
its beauty in flight. How much decision

| of charncter in order that thess young men

| liglon to

[ day bowing before God In prayer

H

| take up n bag of dishongst gol,

l
|

| religion,

may be Cheistians! Thelr old sssocintes
make sarcastic Mings at them They go on
excursions pnd they do wot lnvite them

They prophesy that he will give out. They
wonder If he ix ot gettiog wings, As he
pamses  Lhey  greimnes  and wink  and

chuckle, and say, ““There goes a saint. "
DON'T MIND THEIR 8COFFS

Oh, young man, heve decision of charae
ter. You ean afford in this matter of re
be lunghed st. What do you
onre for the sweolfs of these men, who are
alfronted beennse you will wot go to ruin
with them?! When the grave cracks open
under thelr feot, nnd grim messengers push
them into it wnd eternity comes down
hard upon thelr spirit, and consclence
stings, and hopeless ruin [ifts them up to
hurl them down, will they Inuigh then?

I lenrn also from my subiject that men
may take religion into thelr warldly busi
ness,  Dandel had enough work to do to
occupy six men. All the affairs of state
were (o s hands—questions of floance,
questions of war, of pence, all international
questions were for his settlement or wd
Justment.  He must have had a corre
spondence vast beyoud all computation
There wis not a man in all the earth who
hid more ta do than Daniel, the seeretary
of state, nnd you we find him three thmes a
There
are men in our day who have not s hun
dredth part of Daniel's engngements who
sy they nre too busy to be religious. They
have an iden somehow that religion will
spoll thelr worldly occupation, that it will
trip the necountant's pen, or dull the ear
penter's saw, or confuse the lnwyver's brief,
or disarrange the merchant's store shelf.

INCONVENIENT RELIGION,

They think religion is impertinent. They
would like to have it very well seated be-
slde them in church on the Sabibath, to find
the place in the psalmn book, or to nudge
them snwake when they get sleepy under
the didnetio discourse; or they would like
to leave it in the pew on Sabbath evening,
ws they go out closing the door, saying,
“Good night, religion; I'll be back npext
Sunday!” But to bave religion go right
nlong by them all through life, to have re
liglon looking over their shoulder when
they nre making o bargain, to have religion
and shake
it, and say, "Ha! ha! where did you get
that*'—they think that is an impertinent
They would like to have a rellg-
fon to help them when they are sick, nnd
when the shadow of death comes over them
they would like to have religion as a sort of
night key with which to open the door of
heaven; but religion under other circum-
stunces they take to be an Impertinence
Now, my friends, religion never robbed a
man of a dollar, Other things belng equal,
n mason will build a better wall, n cabinet
maker will make a better chair, n plumber
will maken better pipe, a lawyer will make
o better plea, n merchant will sell a botter
bill of goods,

I say other thiogs being equal. Of
conrse when religion gives a man n new
heart it does not propose togive him a
new hewd, or to intellectualize him, or o
change n man's condition when his ordi
nary state s an overthrow of the phile-
sophical theory that a total vaeuum is' im
possible; but the more letters you have to
write, the more burdens you have to earry,
the more miles you have to teavel, the
more burdens you have to lift, the more
engngements you have to meet, the more
disputes you have tosettle, the more oppor
tunity you have of being n Christinn

HARD WORK AND RELIGLON

If you have a thousand frons in the fire
you have a thousand more opportunities
of serving God than if vou hsd only one
fron in the fire. Who so busy us Christ?
Aund yet who a millionth part as holy?
The busiest men the best men. All the
persons converted (u Seripture busy at the
time of their being converted. Matthew
attending to his custom house duties; the
Prodigal Son feeding swine, Lydia selling
purple; Simon Peter hauling in the net
from the ses; Saul spurring his horse to-
wird Damascus, golng down on his law
business, HBusy! busy! Daniel with all
the affairs of state weighing down upon
bis soul, and yet three times o day wor
shiping the God of heaven,

Agnin, | lewrn from this subject that a
man muy tuke redigion into his politios
Daniel had ail the affairs of state on hand,

ot u Christian, He could not have kept

is elevated position unless he had been a
thorough politician; amd  yet all the
thrusts of officiuls and all the dunger of
disgruce did not make him yield one lota
of his high toned religious privciple. He
stood before that age. he stands before all
ages, & specimen of & Christinn: politician,

8o there have been in our day and n the
days of our fathers men as eminent in the
servioe of God as they have been eminent
in the service of the state. Such was Hen-
Jamin F. Butler, attorney general of New
York fu the time of your fathers. Such
was John Melean, of Ohio. Such wis
George Briggs, of Massachusetts, Such
wus Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New Jer
sey. Men I'ultllllll 1o the state, at the same

time fllillmﬂ to w e
T HNE RISING GENERATION

It is absund to expect that men who have
beenn immersed (o politles]l wickeduness for
thirty or forty yedrs shall come to refor
mation; and our hope is in the young men
who are coming up, that they bave pa
triotic principle and Christinn r?llli'lplﬂ
side by sldé when they come”to the bullot
box afd cast their first vote, und that they
swenr Whleginnee 07 the - government of
hedyen as well as to the'goveriiment of the
Unlted States. Welwould have Bunker
Hill meun  less to them than Calvary, and
Lexington meun less to them than Bethle
hem

But because there are bad men around
the ballot box is no reason why Chreistinn
men shonld retrent from the arenn. The
fnst thme you ought to give up your child
or forsake your child is when it s sur
rounded by o company of Choetanws; and
the st time to surrender the allow box
i when it s surrounded by impurity sod
dishouesty and all sorts of wickedness

Daniel stood on o wmost anpopular plat
form He stood Hrmly, though the demae
gogues of the day hissed at him and teied
to overthrow him. We must carry our
religion into our politiex.  But thore are
& great many men who are in favor of
taking religion into national polities who

1o not see the Importance of taking it nto |

city politics; as though n man were intel
lgent about the welfare of his neighbor
hood and bhwd no concern nboac his own
Iome.

Relizion wonld dreive ont o)l bose verson-

At Thiot Is ot «
poditien  Now you conalways tell withont
meking, It any contest, what eandidate |
will vote foy It s wlwnys Tor the man
who is most badugered, and most abigsed,
anel most spir apon, and most how led st
You bave n vight 1o contest n man's |"'||'i
end sentiments, you have no right, for hasg
politienl purposes, to nssail his privats
mornl charncter

nerving religion inte

|
My subject nlso Impresses me with the

fuet that Hons eannot hurt a good man
No man ever got into worse tompany than
Daniel got into when he was thrown inta
the den. What o rare morsel that falr

young man would have been for the han- | Wips, also for shopping, visits to State Prison, Tnsane

ey monsters! I they hnd plooged st Lim
he could not have climbad into n niche he

of their tooth. They ecame pleased all

around about him as a huster's hounds at |
the well known whistle come bounding to

his Test

You need not go to Numidin to get
among lions You all have had thiem nftey
you—the lion of Anancial distress, the lioy
of sickness, the Hon of persecution.  You
saw that lion of foancinl panie putting
his mouth down to the carth, amd ho
roared until all the banks and all the in
suranee  companies  guaked.  With  his
nostril he scuttersd the ashes on the do
mestie hearth. You have hwd treinl after
trinl, misfortune after misfortune, lion
after lion, and yet they have never hurt
you If you put your trust in God, and
they never will hurt you. They did not
hurt Dundel, and they cannot hurt you

TEANS OF BORROW,

The Perslans used to think that spring

rain falling into sea shells wonld tarn into
pearis; amd T have to tell vou that the tears

of sorrow turn into precious gems when |

they drop into God's bottle. You need be
afrald of nothing putting your trust in
God.  Even death, that monster Hon whose
den is the world's sepuleher, and who puts
his paw down smid thousands of milllons
of the dead, cannot alfright you

When in olden thines a man was to get
the honors of knlghthood he was compelled
to go fully armed the night befors among
the tombs of the dead, carrying n sort of
spear, and then when the day broke he
would eome forth, and amdid the sound of
cornet and great parade he wonld get the
honom of knighthowdl.  And so it will be
with the Christian in the night before
beaven, ns fully nrmoed with spear and hel
met of salvation he will wait and wateh
through the darkness until the morning
dawns, and then he will take the honors

| of henven amid that great throng with

snowy robes streaming ever sens of sajr
|||III|'

An Approprinte Hymn,

Some time ago o prominent sclentist
lectured fnoone of the leading churches of
the city, nud, in the course of an hour's
talk, undertook to show the relation be
tween geology and the Bible. [t may be
that he was not as clear as wis expected,
it may be that the arguments of & sclentist
were too deep for the andience, and still
again it is possible that the warm evening
produced a drowsiness that drogged the
senses of the hearers. At all events, the
relationship sought to be established was
not very shnrply outlined to the audience
despite the number of degrees the spraker
hus had tacked to his nnme by institutions
of learning, and ns the learned man ceased
his discourse a look of doubt a8 to just
what was the object of the lecture wis ap
parent on the fucesof all.  While thus ina
state of uncertninty the pastor of the
church jumped up and announced as the
closing hymn, “'Nobody Knows but Jesus. "
The look of doubt vanished as bright
smiles beamed throughout the hall, and
the hymn was sung with an emphasis,—
Ploneer Pross.

Deliberation,

There is muach to he sald in favor of
wisely deliberating before neting.  Doulwn
less many rush deeds nre pecformed, hring.
ing all sorts of unfortunate consequences
in their train, simply for the want of « lit
tle reflection, and others, that would have
been of the utmost benefit Lo mankind,
have never scen the light from the same
canse. Yot while this s true there s a
kind of deliberation much practised wh el
Is nearly always pernicious in its results
upon future action. It is that which puts
aside the first instinctive perceptions of
right and wrong, speculates upon them
doubts them, subjects them to processes of
easuistion]l reasoning, and generally ends
either by so clounding the mental vision
that no distinet course s visible, or by act.
unlly making the worse appear the better
cause, Much of the wrong doiug of the
world is the fruit of this kind of delibern
tion.—New York Ledger.

Top Knot Should Come. Vv wn,

“One of the Americas Baptist periu Vieals
finds fault with the {ree and easy conrinet
of mwinisters when sogovipg thele vaoation s,
It says that wher they take off their usual
black coat and w47 collar and put ou the
flannel shirt ard the felt hat they often
put on manners which would astouish
their best friendu.  Buat, on the other i,
may it not be salil that many minis
ters might advantageously banish theis
formal conventionalitios by w hich they en.
eavor Lo show thag they are diffeggut from
the ordinary run of humanity? It is el
without reason that a number of ministesi
in the old country have dropped the tith
of “Rev.” aud nre now only known AMong
men by their plain names. No sensible
persan would object to take spiritaal guid
ance from & man because his manners were
simple aud patural and betause he wore ¢
fnnnel shirt and o felt wide awake.—Tg
ronto Munil

A Camp Meoting Enthasiast.

The chumplon eamp meeting goer o
America is Steve Merritt, the “elogquent
nndertaker” of New York eity, Mr. Mer
ritt hns been w regular sttendant at the
Sing Sing camp for forty years,
missing w summer.  He s s ready spesker,
uick witted and full of repartee and
saving grace together.  Severnl  year
ago he consented to run for a political
office, atud  his canvass excited s great deal
of talk here.  The Sing Sing meeting = the
oldest in the country, having been estaly
lished ffty-elght vears ago, nond Kept up
eversinee without i brenk —Cor. New York
Commercinl Advertiser

Stokers Versus Hollor Tubes.

It hus been proposed to put safety valves
upon the stoke holes In the great ocean
racers, so that the air ean sutomatically
escape when the pressure is so great thil
the boiler tubes and grate bass are (g
langer Mo osafety valve were lntros
Tuewd thes would blow off when the stoks
srm are in danger there would be much
less collupse nmong those useful ham®
and much less difficulty id securing each
trip men who are willing and able to ge
hrough the fiery ordeal that stoking
rolves.—New York Telegram.
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