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SERMON BY DR. TALMAGE

“THE WIDE OPEN DOOR" THE TITLE

OF AN EXCELLENT DISCOURSE.

The Memorable Words of Hevelation,
"And Nehold & Door Was Opened In
Henven,"' Text  Every Moy
Enter Into the Kingdom If He Wi,

the e

Brookiy s, July 20 -The title of D
Talmage's sermon today was “The Wide
Open Door,” and his text is found in Rev
Iv, 1t “And, beliold, & door was opened in
heaven,"”

John hid been the pustor of & church in
Ephesus. e had been driven
position in that city by an indignant pop
ulnee.  The presching of & pure and
earnest gospel hind made an excitomoent
dangeronus to every fora of Inlguity., This

will often be the result of pointed preach- '

g, Men will finch under the sward
strokes of truth. You ought not to be
surprised that the blind wan makes an
outery of padn when the surgeon removes
the catarnct from his eve. It is & good
sign when you see men uncasy In the
chureh prew, nnd exbibiting lmpatience ut
some plain utterance of troth which smitos
A pet sin that they are hugging to their
hearts. After the patient has been so low
that for weeks lye sald nothing and noticed
nothing, it is thought to Iwa good sign
when he Degins to ben little eross,  And
&0 1 notice that spiritual invalids are in a
fair way for recovery when they become
somew hat irascible and choleric under the
treatment of the truth.  But John had so
mightlly inculpated public inlgquity that
he had been banished from his chiurch and
sent to Patmos, n desolate island, only o
mile In brendth, against whose rocky
coasts the sea rose and mingled its volee
with the prayers amnd hymnings of the
hervio exile,
TWO EXILES CONTRASTED

You cannot but contrust the condition of
this banished apostle with that of another
famous exile.  Look at the apostle on Pat
mos and the great Frenchman on 8t. He-
lenn. Both were suffering nmong desola
tion and barrenness because of offenses

committed.  Both had passed through |
lives eventful and thrilling. Both had
been honored and despised. Both were

imperinl patures.  Both had been turned
off to die. Yet mark the infloite differ-
ence—one hiwd fought for the perishable
crown of worldly anthority, the other for
one eternally lustrous The one

of his followers, the other hnd itroduced
weace and good will nmong mesa, The one
'm:l livedd ehilefly for self aggrandizement
and the other for the glory of Christ.  The
successes of the one were nchieved amid
the brenking of thousands of hearts and
the acute, heaven rending cry of orphan-
age and widowhood, while the trinmphs of
the other made joy in heaven among the
augcln of God,

The heart of one exile was filled with re
morse und despair, while the other was
lighted up with thanksgiving and inex-
tinguishable hope. Over 8t. Helena gath-
ereidd the blackuess of darkness, clouds
lighted up by no sunrising, but rent and
fringed and heaving with the lightnings
of a wrathful God, and the spray flung
over the rocks seemed to hiss with the con-
demupation, “The way of the ungodly shall
perish.” But over Putmos the heavens
were opened, and the stormy sen beneath
was forgotten in the roll and gleam of
waters from under the throne like erystal;
and ¢he barrenness of the ground under
the apostle was forgotten as above him he
saw the trees of life all bending under the
rich glow of heavenly fruitage, while the
hoarse blust of contending elements around
his suffering body wos drowned in the
trumpeting of trumpets and the harping

| of harps, the victorious cry of multitudes

Hke the voice of many waters and the ho-
sanna of hosts in number like the stars,

A DULL SPOT FOR A GLORIOUS VISION,

What a dull spot upon which to stand
and have such a glorious vision! Kad
Patmos been some tropical island, arbopred
with the luxuriance of perpetunl summer,
and drowsy with breath of ciunamon and
eassin, and tesseluted with long alsles of
gernnium and cactus, we would not have
been surprised at the splendor of the vision.
But the last place vou would go to if von
wanted to find beautiful visions would be
the island of Patmos. Yet it is around
such gloomy spots that God mokes the
most wonderful revelation. It was look
ing through the awful shadows of & prison
that John Bunyan saw the gate of the
celestinl city, God there divided the light
from the durkness. In that gloomy abode,
on seraps of old paper picked up about his
room, the great dream was written,

It was while John Calvin was a refugee
from bloody persecution, and was hid in a
house at Angouleme, that he conceived the
Idea of writing his immortal “Institutes.”
Juacob had many a time seen the sun break-
ing through the mists, and kindling them
into shafts and pillars of flery splendor
that might well have been a Indder for the
angels to tread on, but the famous ladder
which he saw soared through a gloomy
night over the wilderness, The night of
trial and desolation is the seene of the
grandest heavenly revelations. From the
barren, surf beaten rock of Patmos John
looked up nod saw that a door was opened
in heaven,

Again, the announcement of such an
opened entrance suggests the truth that
God is looking down upon the earth and
observant of all occurrences. If we would
gain a wide prospect we elimb up into a
tower or mountain. The higher up we are
the broader the landscape we behold., Yet
our most compreheusive view is limited to

| only o few leagues—here a river and there

& lake and yonder a mountain peak. But
what must be the glory of the earth in the

'eye of him who from the door of heaven

behiolds at one glance all mountains and

| lakes and prairies and oceany, lands be-

spangled with tropical gorgeousness and
Arctic reglons white with everlasting
snows, Lebanon majestio with owlars and
Anmeriean wilds solemn with unbroken
forests of pine, African deserts of glisten-
fog sand and wildernesses of water un-
broken by ship’s keel, continents covered
with harvests of wheat and rice und malze,
the glory of every zone, the whole world of
mountuins and seas and forests and islands
taken in In asingle glance of thelr great
Creator
NOTHING ESCAPES GOLVS VISION

As we tuke our stand upon some high
polut single abjects dwindle luto such {o-
siguificance that we eeaso to see them in
the winutie, and we bebold ouly the grand
points of the scenery. But npot so with
God.  Although standing far up in the
very tower of hieaven, nothing by reason of
its smalluess escapes his vislon.  Every
Ily of the fleld, avery vialet unpder the
grass, the tinfest heliotrope, nster and gen
tian are as plainly seen by him as the

| proudest muaguolia, and not one veln of

CAPITAL
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but e it and do high Liviven makes
recod | of its fall,

Tha world's Inlquities in all thelr ghast
Huess glower noder bis vislon.  Wars and
tumades, sid the desolatlons of Gt ine and
enrthgunke, whirlwind and  shipwreck
spresd out belore him If there were no
bedng in all the universs but God  he conld
be happy with sueh an oatlook as the dooy
of heaven. Hut there he stands, o mors
distiirbed by the tnll of a Kingdom than
the dropping of a leaf, no more exeited by
the vising of o throne than the st ing of
w b, the fmlling of & deluge than the
trickling of o mindmp. Earthly roynlty
clutches nervously (ts seepter and waits in
suspense the will of inflamed subjects, amd
the erown s Cassed from one family to an
ol her Bat above all sarthly vicissitades
and the wsssilt of human passions in un
shaken security stands the king of kings
witehing all the affaies of his emplee from
[ the intraduction of e ees to the counting
L of the hales of your hend

Apnin, I lsrn from the fact that a door
in heaven bs opened that there s 0 way of
entrance for our prayers and of egress o
| divine blessing«. 1t does not seem thit

our wenk voleo has streneth vunough to
| elimb up to God's ear. Shall oot our
prayer bhe lost in the clouds?  Have worls
[ wings? The truth is plain: Heaven's door
| s voide open to recelve every prayver, Must

It not be lowd?  Ought it

with the strength of stout lungs?  Must it

oot be a loud eall, such as drowning men
ntter, or lke the shout of some chieftain

i the battle? No, navhisper isons good as
| o shout, mnd the mere wish of the soul in

profonnd silence is as good as n whisper
| 1u rises just as high and accomplishes just
ns maeh
G I AKS THE
But ought not
golden words i it is to enter

MOST HUMILE
praver to I

Ry
made of
such o splen
did door wed Hve beside sevapliim aod arch
angel? Ought not every phirnse be roundsld
into perfection, ought not the nogonge e
msieal and clussic and povtic and rhistori
[eal? Nog the most illiterate outery, the
| unjointed petition, the clumsy phrase, the
sentonee brenking into grammatical blun
ders, nn unworded gronn is just as effect
wal if it be the utterance of the soul's
want A heart all covered up with gar
lands of thonght would be no attenction
to Gond, bt o heart broken and cont rite
that is the accoptable sacrifice. I know
thnt my Redeemer liveth,” vising up io the
mighty harmony of n musical ncademy,
may overpower our ear and heart, bt it
P will not resch the ear of God like the
broken voleed hymn of some sufferer amid
rags und desolation Lwoking up trostrally
to n Baviour's compussion, singing amidl
tears aml pangs, 1 know that my Re
lecmer liveth."

I supposes that there was more rhetoric
tnil classic elegunce in the prayers of the
Pharisee than of the publican, but you
| know which wias successful You may

Kuwel with complete oleganes on some solt
rshion at an altar of alabaster nnd utter

L prayer of Miltonie sublimity, buat neither

your graceful posture nor the eoll of your
| blunk verse will attrnct heavenly atten
tion, while over some dark cellar in which
v Christinn pauper is
| straw angels bend from thelr thrones and
| ory one to nnother, “Heholid, he prays!"
Through this open doosr of henven what o
long procession of prayvers is continunlly

Passing! What thanksgivings!  What
| sonfessions!  What intercessions!  What
Dbescechings! “And behold a door wus

spened in heaven.”

Aguin, the door of heaven is opensd to
allow us the opportunity of looking in
Christ when he came from beaven to Beth
lehem left it open, nnd no one sinee has
wred to shat it. Matthew threw it stil)
wider open when he came to write, anil
Paul pushed the door further back when
he spoke of the glory to be revealed, and
Jehin in Hevelation actually points us

to the  harps, nand  the waters, aml
the erowns, amd  the thrones.  There
are  profound mysteries  sbout  that
Wessed ||l.|-"u- that we cannot solve Hut

look thraugh this wide open door of henven
ntnd mee whint voo ean s, God means us
to ook wud eateh up now something of
the rapture and attune our bhearts to its
waorship
THE MMIE OF HEAVEN |Is WIDE

It s wide open enongh to seo Christ
Behold him, the chief nmuong ten thousand,
ull the bannered pomp of heaven at his
| feet. With your enkindled faith look up
wlong these ranks of glory. Wateh how
thelr palms wave, and hear bow their volces
ring.  Floods elapping thelr hands, streets
plemming with gold, uncounted multitudes
ever pecumulating in o omber and ever ris
ing up ioto gladder hosannas,  If you cun
not stiend to look upon that joy for at least

wenriness, ut on the other sl
shall be without fatigne
bleod with

lo of 1t we
Oh this shde we
the warrior's woumls, on the

other siile we ahall wave the victor's
paltn. When you think of dying what
| makes vour brow contenet, whnt makes
you brenthe sodeep aod shgh ' Whint minkes
you gloomy tn passing & graveyal? 5ol
lower of Cheist, you have boen thinking
that death bs sommethlogg territale, Clie o min
uring of Jances with o powerfol antago

1

niat, the closing in of s conflict which mny
be vour everlostiog defeat You da
witil el o thibnk of dying
beyotud this Hfe Vo sterions yon
threnmd the taking of it Wiy
yuti this lesson of horrors

AU L]

whio tagight
lli‘.i\o'?i s door
Is wiide [LILUTN amdd vou step ont of YVOuLr sig k
oI Pt Elhose portals

Notas long as o mdonte will elapse be

WP voe 1ln>||'lt'| (sl I'|I|-| Ve llr‘rl\'ll
thore Not halt so long ns Lhe twinkting
of nn ey Not the millionth part of nn
Instant.  There s no stumibling into dark
ness.  There I8 oo plungiog down Ynte
mystecions depthe. The door isopen. T'his
Istant you are hero, the next you are
there When a vessal strock thie rocks of

not to ring up |

prostrate i the |

I doctar continued

| wize

the French const, while the W
clnmbering up the beach s onge of birds
I the ship's cabin, nwnkened, bogan to
sl most swestly, aged whono the last man
left the vessel they weroshoglng yet Kvien
A b the Inst lowae of oue dissolut lon, when
driven on the const of the other waorld, may
our disembarkation from this rongh, toss
ini Hie e amid the sternal singing of a
thousmnd promives of deliveranee and vie
tory!

UIrvw

ALL, ALL ARE WELCOM)

For all repenting aud belioving sonls the
door of heaven s now wide open, the dooe
of merey, the door of comfort, for the poor
st as well us the wenlthiest, for the out
law s well as for the moralist, for Chinese
cooliv ns well ns his emperor, for the Rus
slon bhoor as well as the canr, for the Turk
ws well ns the sultan Richer than all
woealth, more refreshing than all fountains,
decper than all depths, higher than all
hedghts, and broader than all bireadths is
the salvation of Jesus Christ which 1 press
upon your consideration, Come all ye treay
elers of the desert under these palin trees
Oh, 101 conld gather befors you that tre
mendons future upon  which yon are
Invited 1o enter—dominions and prioel
pulities, day  without night, martyrs
under  the throne, amd the fourand
twenty elders (alling before it, streteh
fng off in great  distances the hun
dred and forty and  four thousand and
thousnnds  of  thousands,  host  beside
host, rank beyomd rauk, o infinite dis
tunce, natlons of the sayved bes onld nations
of the saved, until nogeliv vistons cense to
cateh anything more than the faint out
line of whiale CMpires Yot outsteet hing e
jllllll the ecapacity of any vision save the
eye of Gl Almmighity Then, nfter 1 hnd
finished the sketeh, T wonld like to ask
you if that place is not grand enough nnd
bigh coongh, and f anvthing could be
added, nny purity to the whiteness of the
robis, uny power to the acelaiming thun
ders of its worship.  And all that may be
yonrs

Clonr Through Wis Hewd.

“Yaou have heard the saying, ‘In one ear
aned onit the other,” " mabdl & young Boston
specinlist. OF course the ndage was fam
thar, nud without wiiting for a reply the
ULV seen muany strange
things In my practice, but the most
stirthing wis o practical demonstration of
that ancient saw.

ADbout two years ago n boy catmne to me
for treatment for o disease of the bemd, All
the openiogs in bis head were of anususl
His mouth and eyes were lurge, ho
hadd i b nose, with wide nostreils, snd his
ears were 1 proportion. 1 performed the
necessary operation and cleared out the alr
cavity, With a strong blust from my air
pump over there | blew a llu\'.'nln'l‘ into his
left enr.  He interrupted me in this by say
ing that the medicine seemed to e coming
out on the other side. I smiled indulgent
Iy nt what 1 told bim was his imagination,
and at test pald no further atteation to the

mnatter.  He persistesd in his assertion,
however, and to satisfy bim that be was
wrong | examined his right ear.  He wis

right There was no doubt of it. The

| powder witss going clear through his hemd.

It was going 10 one enr nnd out the ot her,
S“What s the explunation? Tt is simple
enough. The large openings o the boy's

| bead permsitted the powdes, deiven by the

oty hour how could vou endure to dwell

wmong it forever?  You would wish vour
self out of it in three days, und choose the

carth again or any other place where it wns

| not alwayr Sunday
My hearcr in worldly prosperity, aflluent,
| honored, healthy and happy, look in upon
thint company of the redeemed, and see how
| the poor soul in heaven is better off than
yvou are, brighterinapparel, richer in estate
higher in power. Hearers, aficted and
tried, look in through that open door, that
you may see to what gladpess and glory
you are coming, to what life, to what
riches, to what royalty. Hewrers ]lll"t.m'-i
to fuscination with this world, gutber up
your souls for one appreciative look upon
riches that never fly awasy, upon health
that never sickens, upon scepters that
never break, upon expectations that are
never disappointed, Look in and see if
there are not enough crowns to pay us for
all our battles, enough rest to relleve all
our futigues, enough living fountains to
quench all our thirst, enough glory to dash
out forever and ever all carth's sighing and
restlessness and darknoess.  Battles ended,
tears wiped sway, thorns plucked from the
bosoms, stabs healed, the tomb riven—what
i seene to look upon!
IT I8 OPEN FOR FINAL ENTRANCE.
Again, the door of heaven stands open
fur the Christian’s floal entrauce, Death
to the righteous is not climbiog Wigh walls
or fording deep rivers, but it is entering
an open door.  If you ever visit the old
| homestead where yon were born, and while
futher und mother are yeu alive, as you go
up the lane o front of the farm Lowse, and
UL younl hand oo the door and lift the

| lateh, do yom shadder with fear Nuo, you
are glul to enter. 8o vour bt sickness
| will be only the lane in front of your

Father's louse, from which you hear the
volee of singing beform you reach the door
And death, that is the Lifting of the lateh
before you enter, the grestings and em
bruces of the tnowomerable fuily of the
[ righteous,  Nay, there ks no latel, for Johw
sava the door s ulrewdy open What «»
company of spirits have already entered
those portals, bright and shining! Souls
| pelvased  (rom the earthly prison house
Low they shouted as they went throngh!
| Spirits that sped up from the thanes of
martyrdom, making heaven richior s thoy
| went in, pouring their notes into the osles
tinl harmony

color {n their leaf deepens or fades without | Awd that / 10t begun o shuat
his notice.  From this door in heaven God 1 redeemed Iy oull shall enter it
seen all human conduct and the world's |« s shde of ava wept, but on the
moral changes. Not one tear of sorrow | - Loor side o shell never weep,  Un
| talls in hospital or workshop or dungeop | 1% site e anay bave grown sck with

powerful blast, to traverse the channel
from his left ear to the uppper part of his
nose, through his nose, nnd thenee by the
corresponding chanoel an the right side of
hisear. All the powder did not get throngh,
but a considerable portion of it did.” -
Boston Herald

Liternture in Schools,
The uotion that lterasture can be taken

L up ns a branch of education and learned at

| WoImen come up to

 the proper time and when other studies

permit, is one of the most farcical lo our
schewe of education. It is only matched
in absurdity by the other eurrent idea that
liternture i» something separate and apart
from general kunowledwe,

Here 1= the whole body of sccnmulated
thought and experlence of all the wges,
which indesd forms our present life and
explains i, existing partly in tradition
and truinlog, but more largely in books,
and most teachers think, nnd most puplls
are led to belleve, that the most important
former of the mind, maker of character
and gnide to action can be acquired in a
certaln number of lessons out of n text
book

Because this Is so young men and young
vollege nlmost abwo
lutely ignorant of the history of their rooe
and of the ideas that have made our eivil
tzation Sotue of them bave never read o
hook, except the text books on the specinl
tles In which they have prepared them
selves for examination

Wao have o saying conceruing people
whose winds appear to e made up of dry,

Isolated facts, that they have no atmos

here.  Well, literture is the atmospliers
noit we live and move and have onr be
ing, intellectunlly Thie first lesson read

o or by the child should begin to put him
In relations with the world and the thought
of the world Atiantic Munthly

French Possessions (o Africa,

The French possessions on the slave coast |

have an ocean frontage of about 150 kilo
meters, and are boutded westward by the
Grermin settloment of Togo and cast ward
by the English one of Huaving a

laigos
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fquinsd a protectorate over some  inlsud
tribes, the Freonch expect to fiad ot lets
for thelr compmereoe  toward the middle
eoumse of the Niger. The entire coust is |
bat a low sand bank, broken by nothing
tallar that some coco palms sl by the
low tower of the Church of Agous 1%
tween this sand bk and the mainland is
nseries of lagoons, the ehidel of which are

those of Agoue wd G
tering the sea 1t the Bouclie du Rol, snd
those of Porto Novo and  Lake Denham
which enter the sea by the Kotonon chan
uel The Oueme, or Whenl, forms the
boundary between Porto Novo and Dabio
mer.—New York Independent
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