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CALLED A FISIE OF APRIL,

THAT'S THE FRENCH OF IT;
HERE 1T 1§ "APRIL

BuT
FOOLI"

Tricks of the Viliage and the Uity - The
Ol Timeon - AL Foois® ey The " Hall™
of Mindoostan T Posible (vvgin . Some

Medlmval Pennks,

“Hy George, there's a dollar'™  Down goes
the enger bav's hand to grasp the beight il
wor Jdisk which Hes so tomptingly
of the gulter,
whets 'O

i bl e

otich = O Laindy he vells, and,

finging down the dollar, thrusts lis burnt |

Bagcers bn his mouth, while s rour of Jnaghiter
aes from the convenbent grocery, whera
the peactionl Jokers are on the watch, The
boy binrries away, and the  Jokers proocssd to
rebeat the dallar for the next “Aprld fool ™

THE BILVER DOLLANR SELL,

This ts the old stadard joke of the villnge
It has beon played ever since silver dollarcs
weore coined, and probably will be for many
yoars to come, for where s the boy, not
strictly on guard, who could refealn from

king up o dollar?  And it is wonderfu'

ww long a hot silver dollar will hold fts hoat

A more innocent form of the same joke s to

drill & hole through the dollar and pall it

firmly down; then silver over the head of the

nail with some of the many cheap **plating

Aubds. The Noder nine times out of ten will

» ab the treasure and be-"left ™ The

h s Just s good, amd no fingers are
burnt,

The “bricked hat™ has boen played apg. ten
that extra stratagom s required. It is very
seldom anyhow that s man will pause long
enough to kick a hat off the sidewalk, but te
a boy a derelict hat Is a temptation fndesd
It sometimes proves a cruel joke. The boy,
full of vigorous life and animal spirits, swing
ing gayly along, comes to an nnocent looking
old beaver anl, pausing for a gool draw
back, ho launches a forty-pound kiok at tho
target—alas! there s a big and ragged stone
in it.  For an instant he feels as if avery bone
in his foot woro splintered. The pain is aw-
ful, The jokers in ambush laugh, but the
vietim cannot restrain his tears. Nowadays,
however, the Jokers often kick the smpty hat
around ns the vietim is coming In sight, and
ouly slip the stone under it in time to catch
bim.

When the * Washingtonian movement” was
sweoping the United States an lngenious denler
invented what he called & “temperance wine
glas."” Htanding on the sideboard it looked
exactly like n handsome glass wall flled with
ruby wine, but when the guest turned it up
at bis lipw there was no flow and the loud
Inugh announced him an “April fool.” The
glass was double, the wine being between the
loner and outer portions, This hint set others
to work and very logenious imitations were
produced by which the victim could be made
to balieve that cake and wine, fruits and bis
cult wore bafors him; but it was all a Barme-
cidal feast—tho tompting viands wore deli-
cately palnted porcelain or queensware, Bon-
bons with cotton in them raised an inno-
cent laugh; but practical jokers preferred
those flled with red popper. “Indian tur-
uips" usxl to be the groat standby In the
wost, and a bhig bite of one wouald make the
vietim feel us If his tongue were belng pulled
out by the roots; but the plant isnow so rare
that many peopls never saw one. A truly
diabolical contrivance was a small pudding,
of which the principal ingrediont was mus-
tard.

In France the fun chiofly consists in send
ing people on absurd errands, or sending
them messages which begin properly enough
but end in an atrocious “sell.” Practical
Jokes are there practically unkpnown. The
French call the victim a “potsson o' Avell”
that s, a flsh of April or silly fish. The
Scotch eall bim a gowk, which mwans both
cuckoo and simpleton, and has beon Ameri-
canized into gawk, In Germany ho is ealled
a “schaafokopl," or sheep's head, while in all
eastern Europe much more derisive names
are applied, some of them, as well ns the
Jokes, being very coarse and even grossly ol
soone,

Now, as the custom has been common to
all Christian countries for over 1,000 years,
scholars formerly agreed that it bogan in the
miracle plays or mysterios of the dark ages.
It wos genernily said to represent the send
ing about of Christ from Annas to Caiaphas,
and from Pilate to Herod. By and by, how
ever, trnces of the custom were discoversd at

THE “"BRICKED” HAT

an earlier date, and then the explanation
given was that when the beginoing of tue
yoar was changed from April | to Jan. 1 the
people turued the first date from a real into
amock New Year's and burlsqued all the
solemin and soclal observances of the main
day.

This story did very well till & better was
told ; for w{u: the British rule i India wias
well established aod scholars reproduced the
anclont records of that land, they found traces
of April Fool day there, and the Hindoos now
practics slmilar tricks on the dlst of March,
whioh M call the Hull festival. Bo the
origin must be referred o some trait of the
old wystem of natere worship which was the

He grasps it anid is VISINE, | thone of rank nbaolishied

CAPITAL CITY COURIER,
- — - - .

religion of the primitive Aryuns, No doubt
sonie peeullarity of the season, perhaps the
general riot of the natural man's blood nnid
of awnkoning nature, st suggonted o day of
sport and unreason, Lo the courss of Hine
mwany of the tricks and practical jokes of
April 1 were cemfounided with those of the
foant of Fools, which must take rank ns the
st extemordinnry of the many fantastio fok
e which old paganism begquenthod to Chrie
tinnity
It bogan with the Baturnalin.  The Romans
beliovd that Haturn, after being dethroned
Ly his son Jupiter, had rolgned long in Ltaly
i oatablished a golden age,  Ho they lind &
Haturn's festival late in Deosmbor, whon all
wiriot ethguette wine Inid nstde and ull dlintine
Hinves nte first and
were walted on by thelr miastors ity
Imdlbos sorvesd foonl to beggars.  No one oould
clnim nny privilege of rank, nicd in some in
wtinnoos Lhe lcopse extomded so far that men
of wealth wnd distinetion thought it prodent |
o mmintadi m dbsgubse during the entive festl-
val  The Christinn fathors pronchod ngninet
the oustoan, but it sarvivesd, and at st ob- |
talnd n toleratad place in chareh olwery- |
LU
Bver ¥ nge the whsnrdity Krew groater
Balaanm's ass was introduced snd soon becaimas
the great centeal fgure,  Lator, the mss on
which the Infant Jesus wis currisd ote |
Egyt and the ass on which the mature Josus :
ronde into Josusnlem wors introduosd with
many ceremonbos, which would shock msdern
Christinng,  Mock  popes, archibishops sl
other dignitaries wero choson and el Joeal
rule through the festival, being known as |
Yo of Fouls," v Archibishop of Numb
shulls” Moy Ih-ll--;-‘ wind ““Patriarch of
Bow " They took possessdon of  the eharehes |
nod went through s mummery of the priest

Iy ofMices, even the mass add the absolation. |
Al length  the llllrll‘llll' renchsd a point
whera roason and  religlon alike rovoltsd
itunls wore besusd for the mock worships,
and the ne was intraduesd into the ehureh, |
Many songs wers writton in his honor.  One
ming for many years at Beauvius, France, ns
the nes moved towards the altar, ran as fol-
lown:
Orfentis partibus
Advennvit walous
Puldehier o fortissdnus,
Barcinls aptisslmms
e, Kire Ane, he!
This bas beon somewhat froely translated :
From tho reghons of the oast
Ihessbinem om the bonny beast
Clatne the donkey stout mnd strong,
With our packs to pece along
Hray, Sir Donkey, bray !

Then the mock priests, with real priestly
robes worn Inslde out, holding pray sr books
upside down and wearing spectacies made of
lemon penl, went through o servios, in which
they ridiculsl at random the loeal follles,
Sometimes  charcoal  and flour or noxious
mmolling weed seed were use ' for (nconse, and
tho service wont on ambd w confused uproar
of imitations of plgs, cows and asws, l"hﬂﬂ
the coremony was to oloss the priest placed
his bands besdde his hoad, moved them lke
oars and brayed his loudest three times, to
which the people responded with a loud and
prolongel bray. In many places nuns dis-
gulsnd themselves in mon's clothes and took
part,

When the custom roached such abuses re-
form was not far off, but traces of it lin-
gered till the Fifteenth century. Romnants
of these olservances passsl over to Christ-
mas and April fool’s day. On very ancient
mobuments April s typifled by a dancing

o
HATURNALIA,
youth with a rattle in his hand —another
proof that something in the season itself sug-

gestaed sport and practical jokes,  And s the
growing and pairing season s hers, this
article cannot elose more appropriataly than
with the oft quoted but still readable lines in
which an old nisi prius Inwyer is supposed
to hall the season that remindsl him of his
youth:
Whereas, on certaln boughs and sprays
Now divers birds are heard to sing,
And sundry flowers thelr hoads upenise—
Hail to the coming on of spiriug !

The soaign of those sald Lilrds aeouse
The metmary of our youthful hous,

As green as those sad spemys and boughs,
As frosh and sweet as those sall fowemn.

The binds aforesald —happy pairs
Love ‘mid the aforesald bougbis enshrines
In freehold nests: thetnselves, thelr botm,
Administratons and assigna

O, happlest term of Cupld's court,
Where tonder plalntiffs actions biring
Beason of frolle, mirth and sport,
Hail! as aforesald, coming spring*
J.H Beapre,
Al Home, After Many Years.

The return to Chicago, after thirteen yoars'
absence, of D. D, Bpencer, brings again to
publio attention a man whose reckles finane
olering wrought widespread ruln,  He fled o
1877 lnmediately subsequent to the fallure of
the Cook County National bank and the
Btate Bavings institution, both of which were
onder his control, and became o resident of
Stuttgart, Germany, He left bobind s terrible
agrrogate of misery, for the savings of hun-
dreds were swallowed up, but It bes always
beon nn open question whethee Bponcer was
not rather the dupe of others than a willful
wrong doer, Al any rate the years have not
dealt lightly with him, and those who knew
the aggresive, confldent business man of
other days would find little to recall bim by
in the careworn, aged features of the returned
exilo,

A Female Kallway FPresident.

The first woman In America ever chossn
president of a steam
ratlroad s Mrs
Charles 1), Halnes,
The line of which
she is the chief oMl
oor is the Haines
Medina Valley road
in Texuns Mrs
Hulues' hushand, (u "j.
association with -
others, s the owner %
of several short 3
raliways in various
states of the Union
Mre. Haines is said
o be an excellont
business woman, MRS O D HAINES.
and well fAtted for the position to wbich she
bas been elevated.

SOME CAPITAL GOSSIP,

A POKER STOARY OF THE

GEN, SCHENCK.

LATE

APRIL s,

1890

—

tlon expenwes. Finally they msked wme
how [t was in Missiesippi, and [ told
thom they wouldn't believe me if 1 were
to state to them the exact cost of my
last eampalgn, ‘1 have twelve coun
ties in my distdet,” sadd 1, ‘and before
sleotion | carefully canvassed every one

Publio Men from Kvie County, N Yo~ Gen. | of thein, traveling about ina lght wagon
Mooker, of Misstssippl  Henry  Cabot | with my son. The entire cost of that
Lodge and Mis Luck Obltuary Days. | OABPRILH 1D I0DeY Wik just  one dollar

The SHent Setntors of Nevaida,

[ Ml Corresponidenca, |

Wasminaron, April & 1 trust no one
will think T oo soving snught to the dis
croalt of the lnte Cen, Schenck  boenuse
el a poker story of him, Many of the
bost men in Washington play poker, as
dovsome good men the world over,  The
Judgment of the times is that it takes
something more than s friendly, quict
gntne of deaw  to make a man vers
w lt'l\t'll. ko, ht']ll'lll'k ]'ln._\i'il |Nakl'f rul‘
n half century,  Ho played it well, and
nhwauys, 1 believe, for moderate stakes,
The poker story | have to tell of him s
the story of o moderate, gentlemnn’s
gnme,  Moreover, it s & true story.
.\l"ll} of the |m$u'r storios p!'lﬂlml nhwont
woll known men are dmaginary.  This
story s not imaginary,

About a week bhefore CGen, Schonek's
death he gat Jown nt a round table one
evening in his own house with Gen,
Sehotlohd, Gen, Bucker and two United
Htates senators

game wos ut £2 limit, and this senator,
on the ocoasion in guestion, sat next to
the denler It was a jock pot, which
Gen, Sehenck opensd at the lmit, and
which the senator promptly raised b
fore the draw,  The genoral  “staid,"”
evorybody else dropping out.  When he
looked over his cards the senator found
the ace, king, queen and  jaek of clubs
and the six of dinmonds,

An it steodd, of course, his hand was
valueless, and he had raised purely as
n bluff, He drew one card, and Gen.
HSchenck also ook one, 1t was obylous
the senator had drawn to fill eithor a
straight or a flush,  1f he had a hand of
suthcient value he would not have been
likely to let the opportunity to “open” go
hy, inasmuch as thero was quite u lnrge
number of checks on the table,  After
tho draw Gen. Schenck bet the limic
The senator “saw" him and went one
better. Again Goen, Schenck raised, when
the senator remarked:

“General, 1 have you beaten. 1 think
I have wsure thing, and 1 don't ears 1o
et any more money on that kind of a
hamd,”

“But Tdon't think you have me beat-
en,” retorted Schenck., “When 1 get
enough of it T will quit,”

So the senator “raised” the general,
nud was quickly raised back. Again and
ngnin the blue checks were tossed into
the middle of the table, until ench had
“tilted” the other a dozen times or more,
Then the senator renewed his proposition
for a cessation of heostilities, and ofercd
to fatten the stakes by & wager of o din-
nar for the five gentlemen present. This
was accepted by Gen, Schenck, and the
hands were shown down,

Schenck had started with three nines,
drawn one eard in order to make his an-
tagonist believe he had simply two pairs,
and had pulled in the fourth nine.  Four
nines was a formidable hand, but the
senator's hand was stronger. It consist-
wd of the nee, kKing, queen, jack and ten
of clubs—n royal straight flush, the high-
est possibile hand,  The senator had won.

But the little dinner for five was never
eaten, Twaodays before the evening set
for it Gen, Schenck died,

“1 have been playing poker for thirty
or forty years,” sudd the senator today,
“and thot was thoe fiest steaight ush 1
ever hebld, I it is o be the forerunner
of the death of one of my best friends,
and of one of the most estimable gentle-
men and most skillful poker players |
ever knew, 1 do not want to hold another
one, "

A fow weeks ago 1 wrote o lotter nbout
the remarkable numiber of prominent and
stuccesstul men who were onee poor bova
on adjoining farms in Ashland county,
Q. 1 know of another instance of the
same sort,” said o gentleman o me re-
cently, At East Aurora, Erie county,
N. Y. s a country school ealled Aurora
neademy. 1t is neither o very large nor
a famous institution of learning, but 1
wis counting up the other day the num-
bar of very successful men who wers
educated there, most of them farmers'
boyvs from the immediate neighborhood

“My st embraces Millard Fillmore,
president of the United States; Nathan
K. Hull, postmaster general under Fill-
more; A, M, Clapp, for many years pub-
lic printer; J. M, Humphrey, member of
congress; Horatio . Burchard, director
of the mint; 8, Corning Judd, prominent
Hlinois politician and postmaster of Chi-
cago, and Governor Boies, of lowa. 1
nm sure there are many others of equal
reputation who started out in life from
that old school if 1 could only think of
their names,”

The house committee on elections has
decided in favor of permitting Gen,
Hooker, of Mississippi, to retain his seat,
Gen, Hooker is a one armed Confederate
hero, and one of the most popular wen
Republicans like him as
well as the Democrats do, for he is a tine
spechinen of the old sty le gentleman, with
a politeness that is fairly princely and a
grand way of saluting even the huni-
blest of his acquuintances,  He has three
sons, who, fortunately, are as like him
o8 a lot of peas in one pod, 1t is 4 very
prewy thing to see the four Hookers,
who are all tall and of fine military bear-
ing, greet a friend on the street, All
have the same martinl flourish of the
hand, and somehow all manage to salute
ut the same instant, as if they were sol-
diers at drill,

Gen, Hooker was talking recently of
the difference between the campaign
wethods prevailing in the north and
those of the south,
to congress,” sald he, " Fornagdo Wood
and other wealthy gentlemen from New
York were here, and we were chattering
one day about how much it had ocost
them to be elected,

*One gentleman sald his cainpaign had
cost him 820,000, Another caid his sal-
ary for the term would just pay his clec-

i CONEress

One of these senators |
in o famous poker player, and  his inti- |
mate friends call him “Charles.”  The |

“When I first came |

and six bita,”

“The gentlemen from the north were
Incredulous, us T had thought they would
be, but thise are the exact figures,  The
people down there kept us over night,
fod us und our horses wnd sent us on our
winy rejoicing, invariably refusing eom
pensation for their trouble. That issouth
ern hospitality, 1 remember one planter
with whom we put up-—and he was o
poor man-—replisd when wo  tendered
payment for our lodging: *1 hain't nover
churged nobody nothin' fer stayin' at my
house, and 1 don't see why 1 should |
gin on you,  An'here’s a couple o’ witey
| milyuns I'll throw in yer wisgon an' cover
‘e up with a4 blanket—they'll taste good
ufter tho sun gits up hot,' "

Congressiman Cabot Lodge, of Muassa
chusctts, has been much talked about
winee hie introdueosd his now faious bill
| for Federal control of elections. | heard

another Massaghusetts statesman say of
| Lanlge o fow days ago: “There goes the
lnekiest man in Ameriea.  He could fall
in the creek and not get wot, or go
through fire and not be burned, He in-
herited a good family pame; o name that
i always given him a certain prestige
He was heir toa large fortune, estimated
ot two milllons of dollars.  His income
fs saiil to Lo $00,000 & yvear, and steadily
incrensing.  He keops up three domestio
| establishments; one in Washington, one
| in Boston and one in the country, e s
happily murriod,

“He inherited, besides a good name and
o large fortune, an iron constitution and
an athletio frame, e has that for which
Bill Scott said the other day he'd give n
million dollars—a good stomach, He has
inherited, moreover, a good head, n ge-
nius for lwernture and  polities, and the
faculty of making friends, Is he not o
lucky dog?”

We have had several “obitvary days”
in congress recently, The obitunry day
is 0 well established congressional insti-
tution, Friends of the several decoased
members confer togother and fix upon a
day for delivery of the orations, A reso-
lution is introduced setting apart an
afternoon, or part of an afternoon,
for this purpose. Usually a  Satur-
day is taken, for that Is the day on
which members like to visit the depart-
ments on errands for their constituenta,
Obituary days never interfere with de-
partment work., On the day when the
funeral addresses for the late William
D. Kelloy ware delivered 1 went into the
house gallery and eounted the number
of members in their seats, There were
seventeen of them.

Surprised at the large attendance, 1
made some inguirtes and found that the
sixteen gentlemen who were lstening
with na much patience as possible to the
seventeenth were all orators of the day.,
Thus the sttendance was necounted for
—the orntors were listening to  each
other. An hour later only eight men
were in the hall, the remaining nine hav-
ing spoken their pieces and disappeared,
I did not wait another hour to see it the
unfortunate last speaker was left abso-
lutely alone with the pages, the empty
seats and the nearly empty gulleries,

Senator Jones, of Nevada, is one of the
brightest men in congress. Every day
of his life, probably, he tells more good
stories, savs more good things than any
other man in the Capitol.  But e never
minkes w speech, I L had a son who
wid possessed  of an ambition to become
an orator,” save Senator Jones, “l'd be
tempted o disown  him, These long
winded orators of the senate make me
very weary.  After they have uttersd a
dozen sentences one  usually  discovers
that they don't know what they are talk-
ing about, and the longer they wlk the
more certuin are vou of their ignorance,

“The man who understands things
doesn't moke speeches, It s the man
whao doesn't understand o question that
feels called upon to talk about it two or
three hours, The man who has reached
[ down and explored the inside of a ques
tion always finds that it has many sides
and phises, that few things are abso-
lutely certain, and that men may look at
the matter differently and vet all be
right., This sort of & man doesn't want
to make aspeech, e knows too much,
[ never make speeches,”

Benator Stewart, of Nevada, never
makes specches, either, Whether or not
his reasons are the suime as those of his
Ingenious colleague, 1 am not informed;
but T heard Stewart muake o speech one
day last week which set the senate into
a most undignified soicker. A cull ol
the sen-te had been ordered, and ns thie
roll was ealled ofl by the clerk Mr, Stew
art sat dozing in his chair., When hus
name was sung out he started up and
exclnimed, **Pass!™

WaALTER WELLMAN,

Herlin Work to e Bevived.

People who are old enough to remem-
ber the *Berlin work” that was fashion-
able over twenty-five years ago may take
| plensure in learning that there is an

effort to revive the “‘orosas stitch” em.

broidery. One of the prettiest of the

modern specimens of the work is a larg:

square lamp mat made of canvas filled

in with light blue silk cross stitch. Upon
| ench corner 18 worked with bluck wilk in
| the same stitch n Chinese dreagon.  The

mat is edged with blue and gold  passe
| menterie of the kind that has been used
for the past year or two for dress tring-
mings.

Kuitted and crocheted lamp mats are
quite endless in variety, and some of
them are excecdingly pretty, By adding
u border of crocheted lace to a plain
square of satin or velvet n very preity
mnt can b made. The lace should bLe
from two to three inches broad and of a
light, open design, It should be made of
undileached Barbour's flax thread and
sewed flatly on the material, not project-
ing over the edge. The corners must be
| laid vver smoothly and the lace sewed
l down at the top and botdom.

Steam and Hot Water

[Heating,

F. A, KORSMEYER & CO.

Tl‘h';l!lolu' 5310 215 S, Eleventh St

Meals 25 cfis.

Most Popular Resort in the City.

ODELLS~DINING~HALL

MONTGOMERY BLOCK,
-0— 11'9, 1121 and 1123 N Street, —o-

$4.50 per Week.

Call and See Us.

—

[FinesT IN THE CITY

~THE NEW-

Palace Stables

M St, opp. Masonic Temple,

Stylish Carriages and Buggies,

At all Hours Day or Night.

¥ Horees Boarded and best of care taken of all Stock entrusted to us, &1

PRICES REASONABLE,

BILLMEYER & CO., Froprietors.
Telephone 435

YHpeed, say you?
Aye, In motion of no less celerity
than that of thought,”

“In truth, a noble company.
What are thelr plensures?’

“Come, friends,
Lat's huve n soclal smoke,"’

“UCome, n]ea-r_
And with thy sweet decelving, lock
e fo dellght awhile

Gen'l Pass, und Tioket Agent,

i Hl::;:: ;ullntiukl‘ mine ense In mine Beyel plate mirrors, rich Carpets, and artistic
A 3

decorations, coupled with the polite services of a
colored attendant, render our reclining chair cars
the exemplification of ease and comfort,

Our “Flyers" are really a series of handsome
apartments connected by Ingeniously arranged
vestibules insuring safety against Itll'*:('.rlilillg, im-
wervious to the weather, and overcome the sway-
ng motion incident to ordinary trains, :

The Burlington's Flvers are provided with a
library of carefully ‘selected books for the free
use of patrons, while card tables, congenial

friends, and “High Five” conduce to “drive dull
care away."

“There the huge sirloln reeked, hard by
Plum pmllllnr
Nor fulled old Seotland to produce
At such high tide, her savory goose,” and elegant surroundings, the pleasures of the

Quietly, and at ease, the traveller partakes of
stood, andChristmas ple o ! |
P viands that tempt the epicure, and amid tasteful

meal are enhanced by the charming and pic-
turesque panorama continuously gliding by,

Great easy chairs, rattan sofas and large plate
Windows, render our smoking cars a prime favor-

ite with first class passengers, for whom thev are
exclusively reserved,

The acme of perfection Is reached in our latest
Pullman sleepers, whose seats of seal brown silk
plush, oriental draperies in exquisite shades rare
woods, and carpets of Royal Wilton, combine in
the highest degree, the artistic with the beautiful
“Weslgh to think our wondrous journey done, "

J. FRANUIS, A.C.ZIEMER,

City Pass. and Tloket Agent,

P VS|
lHumnmn;
Route

Omahn., Lineoln,

TAMAN

UNACQUAINTED WITH THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTRY, WILL OBTAIN
MUCH VALUABLE INFORMATION FROM A STUDY OF THIS MAP OF
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NH to and from Plke's
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Bolid Express Trains dally between Chi
S ATRDO e s bistean bl

Kansas Clty rough C
and Sloux Falls, via Rock lsland.
wn, Sloux Falls, an
rounds of the Northwest.
THE SHORT LINE V1A BENECA AND KANKEAKEE offers facilities to
vel botween Olpeinoatl, Indisnapolis, I.uﬂtgtm, and Council Bluffs, 8t,
ouph:r?t.chllon

For Tokets, Maps, Folders, or desired in
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Fa sTI JOHNI
Goneral Manager.
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THE CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAILWAY,
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