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DIGNITY OF THE

WALTER WELLMAN HOLDS IT TO
BE A HMOLLOW, HMOLLOW HMAM,

SENATE.

Me Gives Mie Rensons for the Falth Thst
T Within Mim - A Hestaneant Ruale That
Is Continually Nroken - The

Nander of a tireen New Sonator,

Appalling

[Mpecinl Clorresipondornes, |

WasHiNaTON, March 20, Wae hear a
great deal of late about sonatorinl dignity
and the lll’llll'\'lllll! thereof, A tosl se-
rlous committes of this dignitled body s
now nt work trying o ascertuin the
names of the unholy wretches of news-
paper mon who print facts which the |
sennbors think ought not to be prednted
The dignity of the senate must e mndn
taloed ot all bneards,” sny these arvisto-
crats of the nationn! legislature, “even If
wo have to put in Juil the whole news
paper outfit.”™  Aw if the dignity of «
groat body Hke this deponded upon the
action of o few nowspaper writers, wnil |
could be maintained by looking thowe
writers behind fron bars for |u'l'f--|r|l.|lu 0"
of their duty to their employers wnl the

ublic.  There is nothing new in all this,
‘E\- rouines it was born the United States
senate has been striving to keep up ils
dignity, It has pabd more attention to
dignity than to brandos, nnid in COnMsIenee
has constantly degeneratod.  There has
pot beon o really brillinnt senate sinee
the days of the war,  These old
who spend ball their time thinking  up
pow devices for muintmining their digenin
are s i matter of fuct acommonplace ol

It in the Jlllh.'llil'll' of overy close ob
server in the national capital that i one
were lo swoop down on the house of rep
resentatives wid take the et vighty men |
hoe came ipon he waonlid have s body of
legislntors of more
and ubility  than s
Unitesd States senate nt the prosent mo
ment.  The men of the howse do not sufl
for from the dey rot of Inzloess and in
difference to the popular opltnion na do
their compeers at the other end of the
Capitol.  They remain closer to the peo
pl--. are more anxious to please and be
right and useful,  Their dignity isnthin:
that bothers them Httle,  What they go
In for s action and nee omplishment,
Any sort of an old stick who happens Lo
breuk or buy his way into the senate ean
masintain w good status in that body,
There is precious little brains in his old
hoad, and the wanners he has are of re
cent and foreed growth, but he is, for
sooth, a senator, nod that is everything,

One of the traditions of this ody is
that every senator must help every other
penator out in medutaining  his dignity
and status. 8o the weak curery the strong
along with them, and  thus help out the
general avernge and delude the poople
who look on from o distanes into belioy-
ing that it is the wisest and most elo-
gquent and most patriotic leglslative body
in the workd, It is quite ditferent over
in the house, There no artiticind standard
I8 raised, and 0 man rises or falls by
virtue of s own native force and the
braing he carries about with him, The
nincompoop in the house s quickly dis-
covered and slzed up  Ho goes to the
foot of the cluss. But in that body which
has such anxiety about its dignity they
decline to have o foot to the olass. There,
in their own traditions, if not in their
own belief, they are all st bovs,

Unfortunately for ltsell the sonate
sturted inon this campaign of eternal
dignity the day it came into the world,
At tirst it was going o hold all ity ses-
siong in seoret, and  actuadly  did  so
until it discovered that nn election to the
sennte was like the burving of a wan
alive, There were nowspapers in those
days und sensible men running them, ns
now, and the old time newspaper men
concluded that the dignified, seoret and
stupid senmte was not worth bothering
with, They published no reports, rarely
mentioned the names of senators, and,
after threo or four yvears of that sort of
experience, so much of the dignity of
the body as was embodied in the secret
procecdings was reluctantly abandoned,

Early in its career the senate sought
to borrow a little dignity from the office
of president of the United States; it con-
strusl the constitutionsl provision con-
cerning appointments to mean that the
president must personally confer with
the great senate about the men whom he
wished to appoint to places in the gov-
ernment service,  Washington did for a
time go to the senate chamber for the
rpose of holding  these consultations,
Lul his good sense enabled him very
quickly to perceive that such wethods
were beneath the dignity of his office,
and he soon discontinued the practice;
still, to thix very day the senate keeps
in its standing rules the clause, ““When
the president of the United States shall
meet the senate in the senate chamber
for the consideration of executive busi-
ness, he shall have a seat on the right of
the presiding officer.”

The senate had no sooner been cadled
Into existence than it endeavored to lift
itselfl upon a pedestal above the other
branch of congress, This was u:.riklngly
shown in the effort which the first sen
ate made to compel the house of repre-
sentatives to bow the knee to senatorial
dignity in the matter of transmitting
messuges between the two houses, The
senate insisted that its communications
to the house should be sent by the hand
of one of its employes, the secretary, who
was deemed a person of sufficient lm-
portance to walt upon the common
members of congress,. When the houss
had a communication o mnke to the
august senate, however, n committee of
members was to take the bill or resolu.
tion in their hands, and with uncovered
heads and eautious tread approach the
senate door, There they were to be an-
nounced by the doorkecper, und, us salve
for the wounds caused their pride by
serving in the capacity of menials, were
to be received by the senate standing,
Luckily the house had no liking for lUlﬁl
distinction between the dignity of the two
bodies, and held its ground in favor of
sending communications in both instan-
oes by the hand of employes till the sen-
ate was forced to yleld,
this day the senate endeavors y
an air of superiority to the

clingw

leening, wineerity
contiined in the

L of Insincerity,

| too husy o move,

[ house. ‘Thin is shown in s eclndming and
taking the right of prevedence on all cer-
I emoninl oconsions, 1n the conduct of pen-
atorinl conference committeos, in thelr
dealings with simillar committeos from
the house and in the relationships which
exist botwoen senntors and meimbers so-
olally and othervwdse,  The theory of the

sonate and its members on all such ocors |

slons is that the house collectively and
Ita mombers individually are inferior nnd
unimportant.  Oddly enough, the -
bers of the house who succesd In winning
eloctions to the senate become the most
arrant sticklors for senatorinl dignity,
Saveral notable examples of this could
b montioned If I were plessant or profit.
able to do s

But what is this senatorinl dignity we
hear so much of? It s s hollow sham.,
The senato at best 18 a conglomernte mass
i At b Insineere and
afTooted in dts dignity s in s patriotism,

Theso old chaps, who are so enger W0 pun- | fueta for |

ish other [nunld-' for violation of roles
which they are not sworn to respoect,
themselves disregard the rules, which
they are under oath to obey, whenover it
suits thelr convenlence todo s, A wesk
or two ago the chalrman of the very
cotimittes which s trying to run down
the manner in which executive sosslon
socrets aro given to the publio, gave a
sdmon lunch in the sonate restaarant,
The sennto wns soon il!-|lu|||i|l isl, There
s o tule of the

wennbe which declonres

that no senator shiall leave the service of |
the sennte without hav I bwwen vxoused, |

Oy this oeccasion tho sergeant al-mrmms ro-
ported that there wers Lwenty Cwi setine
tors in the rostadrant, amd that when he
inforined them they wanted up
stalrs to attond to the public business,
sodild senators coolly told him they waore
One of the rules of
the sennte is that the restuurant mnst
nol el intoxieating  lguors, vet seven
casen of chiampagne wern openisd ot this
luneh wnd severn] bottles of bieamdy mnd
whisky, Every day genve and dignitled
senabors iy e seen deinking whisky in |
the sennte restaurant, the e to the
contrary  notwithstanding:  nd  when
they want whisky now ntun they s
\\hlnl\\ and do not call for coll tea. |
This Is the only regular ceremonial in
the senato which, so far as 1 have ob
sorved, does not savor of sham and prud-
ery.

‘I':li‘ilhl\'l'llvnﬂ s one of thoe flest l'flivl
ments of dignity as defined by the senn- |
tors.  They are exclusive oven in the
violation of thelr own rules,  When they |
Ko down stairs to drink whisky they like
to do soin private, and so they provide
in their rules that *“the large private
routin of the restaurant shall be reserved
exolusively for senators and thelr guests,™
while **the small private voom shisll be
resorvisl exclusively for the use of sense-
tors and members of the house of  repre-
sentatives, and such use of the private
rooms shall not bo interfored with.,” In
other words, the vulgar public wmust stay
out altogether, while the members of the
house mny sit down and drink whisky
only in the outer sanctum.

Politeness is another theory of dignity
acvording to the senatorial interprotation,
But this, nlso, is a bit of shaw and de-
lusion. Their politeness is often but a
voenesr for malice nnd sarcasm and irony,
For instanoce, n western senator rises to
introduce a bill which a citizen of a state
adjoining his hassent him. 1 introduce |
this bill by request,” says the senator,
with solemn politencss, “and wdd that 1
do not indorse the bill, thet 1 do not know
the man who sent it to me, and that 1
should have preferred to send him the
name of one of the senators from his
state.”  How deferentinl and sweet all
this appears, but look for the sting in the |
insect's tail, It happens that the senntor |
in question does not like cither of the

senntors from the state ho has mentioned,

und also that the senators from that state

are not ns yet famous men, and hence,

“1 should bhave preferved sonding my

correspondent the name of one of his

senntors,”

Ono of the nnwritten lnws of the sen-
ate, one of the teaditions which have
grown out of its efforts to maintain its
own dignity, requires the senutors in po-
litical sympathy with & new senutor to
it and listen to his tirst or maiden speech,
no matter how unanimously they may
afterward absent themselves when he
takes the floor. A week ago Senator
Higgins made his maiden oifort in the
sonate, and only flve Republican senators
were in their seats,

Under this thin coat of politeness all
sorta of personal enmities and  jealousies
seethe, The senato has just one-fourth
the number of members contained in the
house, and three times as many cases of
personal bad feeling., 1 suppose that
comes from too much dignity, and the
cultivation of that quality as some peo-
ple cultivate mushrooms.

The now senator who presumes to take
advantage of the superficial politeness
and “we-apples-swim” tendency of the
august body, will make n serious mis-
take, There was an instance of this a
few weeks ago. A new senator from the
wost, who had been but a fow weeks in
his seat, wanted the senate to go into
executive session, and made a motion
to that effect, This seemed harmless
enough, but the older senators were hor-
riled. They coughed and hemmed and
stared at the new man till the poor fel-
low lmagined he had committed the
orime of sedition or arson,  The presid-
ing officer, who chanced to be one of the
older senators, preserved his presence of
mind, nnd was for the nonee convenlent-
ly deaf, He dide't hear the motion, and
the senate went on with some other busi-
ness, Then two or three of the old fel-
lows gathered around the new man and
whispered in his ear:

“Didn’t you know that it is one of the
traditions of the senate that a senator
must have been here two vears hefore
he oan move to go into executive ses-
sion?”

Ten minutes later a senator who had
servod the rmimr\:d two years muade the
executive sesslon motiom, and the gong
sounded three times, the doors were
elosed, the vulgar publie retived, and the
senate went solemnly into secret session,
the old chaps gossiping in the cloak
rooms about the young senatur's blune
der like u parcel of old maids at a quilt-
ing. But the dignity of the senate must
be preserved. ALTER WELLMAX,

were

OF UNCLE TOM'S CABIN,
[ GINCINNATI ORIGINALS OF SOME OF
ITS CHARACTERS

Pletnres of Some of the Loealities Made

Faumionin fin Mes, Stowe's Wonilderfal Mook,

Somie of the Peaple Whe Figuresd ‘There.

I Are S0l Living.

[Hpevial Correspondence |

CIRCINNATL, O, March 20, Last sum
mrer, during an exenrsion with s eamern,
it was my pleasure, without premedita
ton, to comoe upon an old farmbouse
whont ten mdles froom this ity that hins
history for s I one of
the stations on the Undergreomnd Tnileomd
that passced through Clacinnati, as well
nw for having onee shelte r--| fromn her
pursuers noplrl whose expericonee subse
quently furnnh--l Mrw, Stowe with many
wr ol 1} nele

wn Interesting

Tom's Cubin,”

HESIDENCE OF JOMN VAN ZANDT.
The house fn situnted on the crest of &
hill, swoed  From fts weatherlwaten wnd
sonrew hat lIlIIIll'l’Jlll"] e b ome enn look

nwny southward over one of the most
chinrming and fertile valless in southern
Ohio, neross which the rails of the Mari

ottn wnid Clnednnati rallrowd  glisten in
parallels with the sluggish waters of the
Minmi canal, The man who selected this
site mwust have had in his constitution
more of the love for the pietures sipue than
I8 usunlly nttributed to the righl sect to
whilch Lo belonged,  This man was John
Van Zandt, n Quaker, born in Kentucky,

who moved to Ohio long before the war
nned settled on a farm novth of the eity,
near the present subureb of Glendale, 11
identifle -I Bimsell with the Undergrounmd
Railroad work, and his services in the
rescue of the young gicl alluded to made

him the subject of one of Mrs, Stowe's |
| chiwrnoters in

“Uncle Tow's
where he |1).:ll.r'r.~ s Van IIII--!II*J.

At the time My, Stowe wreote ““Unels
Tom's Cabin® she liviad in the vast, bt
the moterinl was areanged during her
in Cweinnati, and  the house
o Walnur Hills in which she lived still
stands,  While the fucts upon which the
story is bullt were gleaned from fare amd
near, the originals of many of the char-
neters figured in Mrs, Stowe's every day
life.  For instance, her own hushand,
Professor  Stowe, ligures as Senator
Bird; the Simeon Halliday of the story
was Levi Cotting who died only a few
vears ago, and Rachel, his goosd wife,
was none other than Catherine Cof-
fin, wife of Levi; Eliza Hurris was
Eliza Cox, n seamstress in Mrs. Stowe's
furnily;  Richard  Dillingham was o
young Quaker from Morrow county, 0.,
who came to Cincinnati w tench the

Cabin,”

renidence

colored people, and whose enthusinsm |

ledd hit to Nashville in beholf of o slave,
where he was arrested and imprisoned
and  died before  his release;
Harris now lives at Oberlin, O., where
he is known as George Clarke, Of course
all of these charnctors represent the ad
ventures of more lhalllnfn' |H-I'~|\TI. w hiome
Identities have been lost in that of the
principal person making the character,
The adventures of Eliza Harris, for in-
stance, are those of a number of slave

[T inwge

Az,

FIREPLACE WHERE ELIZA WAS HIDDEN,

girls, recorded as those of one person, a
thing that was necessary to avoid eum-
hl'l‘ilu{ the lh'lul‘}' with a confusion of
charncters,

The young girl who furnished the
name of Eliza Harris to the character
wis i slave from Kentucky, the property
of o man who lived o few miles back
from the Ohio river, below Ripley, O,
Her master and mistress were kind to
her and she had o comfortable home,
But financial embarassment forced the
master to sell his slaves, When Eliza
learned that she and her only liviog child
were to be separated, she resolved to
make her esoape that night. When
darkness settled and the family had
retired, she started with her child in her
arms for the Ohio river, expeoting to be
able to cross on the ice, but when she
reached its banks, at daybreak, she was
appalled to find the lce broken up and
drifting in large cakes. She ventured
to & house near by, where she was given
wrmission to remain daring the day,
"mpmg to find some way to cross be-
fore night. But her absence had been
quickly noted by her master, and before
nightfall pursuers appeared nt the house,

With the courage of desperntion she
seized her ohild and darted out through
a back door, resulved o cross the river
or perish in the attewpt.  The men fol-
lowed in close pursuit, congratulating
themselves that the chase was nearly
ended. Dut they stood appalled when
they saw their victim spring upon the
ice and make for the Ohlo shore, spring-
ing from cake to cake with murvelous
agility.,  Sometimes the cake would sink
beneath her weight, and she would slide
her child on to the next cake and pull
herself on with ber hands, and thus cons
tinued her hagardous journey, She be-
came wet to the walst with foe water and
benumbed with cold when she reached
the Ohio shore, and was =0 exhausted
that shie would have drowned on the bop-
der of liberty had not o oo who had
watched her daring feat assisted her up
the bank. She was taken to the house

—

of Kev. John Ranuin, a Presbyterian
minister, whose fumily still lives at Kip-
|

ley, and cared for.  Thence she was for

warded through Cincinnati to the house |

Ind., just over the Obio line, and from
l.l'u-rn Wik sent to Cannda,

The voung girl wins  rescinsd
through thedaring of Professor Stowe and
the saeritioo of John Van Zandt was Elizn
Cox, who also enme from Kentuoky,

(and was for some time in the wervies
of M, Stowe as seainstress, She enme
into Ohio by consent of her imistress, with
the understanding that her brother was
to stand us hostage for her
Slnves in Kentucky
mnch humanity,

lof Levi Coffin, then living st Newport,

w oy

retarn
woere treated with
el visits to fricods

noross the river wore frogquent  inedul
genees, M, Stowe met the young girl
nnid her sympathios were exvitod,  Hay

ing come into the stato by consent of Ler
| mistress she was, by the laws of Ohio,
entithed to her freedom, and she resolvesd
not to return to slavery, o resolution in
which she was  encouraged by Mrs,
| Mtowe,  Professor Stowe went before the
proper authorities, secursd papurs nttest-

Ing her freedom, and all danger of pur- |

suit was supposed to be over
But after some time word was sent to
Profoessor Stowe from  varions
that the girl’s master was in Cineinnati
looking for her,  Under the lnwashe was
pecure, but there were in the City  some
| justices of the peace who would fssue a
| warrant for the arrest of anv colored per
son destgnated, and with this process the
ohject of their senrch coubil be arrestd
and taken across the river before any
lliillL: could bee  done i her bwehalf
Onetes in *\l'llllu‘lt_\ the master was
victor, Profesaor Stowe deteriined tu
carry the girl tosome place of security till
| thoe in-|u|| v for her was over, At night
Professor Stowe secured a horse and
waon nndd |n'rfn1'u||-|| l]|| |n.||[ of Sonn
tor Bivd,  Aftera drive of tenomiles from
the Walnut Hills residence, along a soli-
tary rondd, and erossing n creck st n very
dangerous fording, they arrived at the
home of Johin Van Zondt After sone

MO FCey

sy

LEWIS . CLAIRK.

rapping Van Zandt appearsd, eandle in
hand, and, as hias been nareated, the fol-
lowing conversation took ;!l.'ll‘--:

“Are you the man that would save a
poor colored girl from Kidnupers?”

“Glaess 1 ane; where is she?”

\ “Sheis in the wagon,”

“But whnt way did vou come?”
1 “We crossedd the ereek,”

"\\'ll_\', the Lord surels l||-|ln‘|| Yo, 1

shouldn't dare cross it myselfl in the

| might. A man, his wife and five chil-
dren were lll'u\\lll'il
ngo,”

Eliza Cox was never recaptoared, though
the house was searched once during her
stay there, and the tireplace is still shown
in which she was secrveted  behind o pile
of woodd arranged a8 for burning,  This
fireplace, which 1T photographed, is ot
least thiree foet deep and six wide, and
afforded wmple room for hiding.  Subse-
quently Eliza returned to Mrs, Stowe,
and afterward marrvied and lived in Cin-
cinnath and raised o family.

For many yvears John Van Zandt cone-
tinued his services for the fugitive slaves,
and then lnid down the burden of hife,
He was buried in o country graveyvard
in the vulley, and from the old house in
which he lived so long one can see the
glistening  stone that marks the spot
where the bady of Van Trowp mol
dered buck todust. Only one grave now
remains of the hundreds once there,
The gresd of the hushandman has en-
croached upon the territory of the dead,
The place is abundoned, and the graves
of thuse whose ashes have not been re-
moved are leveled by the plow, excopt
this one, and thut will soon follow, for
those ashes are to be removed,

Levi Coflin, in whose house nt New-
port, Ky., so many slaves found refuge,
maoved to Clncinnati soon after the rescue
of Eliza Harris. Here be continued
his service, and died a few years ago at
a veneruble age.  He and his wife both

there n

exemplified in their lives the characters
attributed to them by Mrs, Stowe under
the nnmes of Simeon and Rachael Halli-
day. Levi Coffin was for thirty

yYears

LEV] COFFIN MR, COFFIN,

[ president of the Underground Railrowd in
Cinctonati, and presided at the last mest
ing 2ver held, soon aflter the ratitication
of the Fifteenth smendment, wlhien it was
resolved that the object for which the

torganization had been effected had been
accomplished, My, Cofin waus o nntive
of North Carolinn,

Professor Stowe was one of the in

structors in Lane scminary, and one of

| the ablest minisiers of the Presbyterian

ghusgh, His earnest labors in belindf of

the slaves were far beyond what is cred-
ited 1o the charaoter of Senator Bird.
Geonae 8. MobDowglL.
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