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A CURIOUS lll Il VOLUME,

THE THIRD LETTYER OF
PLOREN

THE EX-
AMERICUS VESPUCCIUS

Me Undonbiedly Was the Practionl

ecoverer of this Continent,

(LTS
el s Book
Now

s of Interest hint the Discoveries

of Colwmbas Are b Be Cele biemtod,
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NEw Yok, Jan, 10
oontinent of North Awmerion, or  rather
both the continents, wore diseoversd by
Alberico Vospaceius, or, in bwetler
known, Aericus Vespuccins, I8 now an
soknow ledged foet, e was an Talian
gentioman of hogh education nond adven-
Burows spieit, who st an oarly nge resigned
A& remnnerntive commercinl position in

That the great

order 1o grauify his tasie for travel and
excitement,  OF hiw e wo know bt
Nittle, It hins boen found thar in LK

he wis a student of high promise in

Florence, In W8 he came to Spain as
a commercinl  representative  of  his
oousin, lLorenzo Pletro Franciseo e

Medicl, whose family world  re.
mowned,  Later on he entored thieo serv

b of the king of Portugal.

ct('hur&(o o

'hﬂ‘n

Wis

THE TITLE Pl"t
He mnde st least four groat transat

Iantic vovages during his oareer in
Bpain and Portugal,  Of the first two
mothing is left but hearsay, excepting
dates and names,

The first began May 20, 1407, or May
10, 1497, or May 20, 1499, and was un-
dertaken for the king of Spain,

The second was started under the
same auspices on or aoout May 18, 1407,
from the port of Cadiz,

In these he probably discovered Cuba
and the larger isles of the West Indies.

His third, and the one on which his
fame will ever rest, was undertnken for
the king of Portugal, and started from
Lisbon on May 14, 1601, It consumed
sixteen months, during which time Ves-

coius gathered o vast amount of in-

mation, and, it must be added, misin-
formation.

Shortly after his return to Portugal
he wrote the celobrated letter, of \sln-"'

lons are given below, awoo oo
never before beet iy plished in En-
glish, "'ﬂ"q‘mnl is lost. At the time
it he had it translated from
Italinn, which he spoke, to Latin, the
literary language of the world at that
time. Within a fow weeks after its re-
coption by Lorenzo de Medicl, it was
given to Johan Lambert, the greatest
lluminator, engrosser and printer of his
age, for reproduction and  preservation,

How many copiea were made is un-
known. There are two or three in this
country, and less than a dogen in Europe.
The finest one extant is that owned by
Edmund A. Bonaventure, a famous
bibliophile of New York city, from which
the illustrations are taken, The leaves
of the manuscript are of the heaviest
parchment, and t‘m colors are as brillinnt
today as whoen first applied by the brush,
Another but much poorer copy, recently
sold at Frankfort-on-the Main, brought
ml

The book opens with an illuminated
title page in gold, ultramarine and scar-
lot, of which the following picture may
give a fuir idea,

Then follow nine pages of closely writ-
ten matter, in whioh the queer Latin of
the Bixteenth century is made half unin-
telligible by senseless contractions, ab-
breviations and arbitrary symbols, The
difficulty encountered in reading this old
black letter cannot be apprecinted by any
one unless he tries to decipher the pages,

Al the close of the letter is what is
called a tall piece, a symbolic design
which, while it may bave conveyved a
clear idea to its maker, is more than in-
comprehensible today, So far as the
story is concerned let Alberico Vespue-
clus speak for himself:

In former days it was my fortune to
write unto thee fully concerning iy re-
turn from those regiond which with the
fleot, and by the suggestion and com-
mand of his most serene majesty the
king of Portugal, we have sought out
and discovered, 'l'lu‘m' regions it is al-
lowable to style the New World, Since
among our ancestors there was no knowl-
edge concerning those things, the matter
will prove most novel w all who hear it
For this thing differs from the opinion of
our antiquaries, since the greater part
of them declare thut beyond the equinoe-
tial line (equator) and toward the south
there iz no continent, but a sea as large
a8 that which they have termed the At-
lantie, and if any of them have adwitted
that a continent i8 there, they have de
nied for many reasons that the land is
habitable, But my last vovage has
shown that this opinion of thelrs is false
and altogether contrary to truth, since
in those parts towards the south 1 have
found a continent lubabited with more
numerous peoples and aniwals than is
EBurope, Asia, or Africa, and moreoveran
atmosphere wilder and more agreeable
thas in soy other region known by us,
as you will perceive luer on, where we
deseribe the chief points. The matters
more worthy of nutice and memory
which were seen or Leard by me in thas
new world will appe:  below,

On the Mth day of ¢ month of May,
fn the year 15301, we parted from Lis-
bon by the eommand of the king with
three ships on an suspicious voyage in
order to discover the new lands wowards
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the west,  We sauiled towards the south,
the course of which voyage was as fol
lown:

Our course lay through the Fortunate
Inlands, as they wore formerly called, but
now are styled the Great Canary Islands,
which are In the third climate nnd on the
confines of the inhabited west, Thence
through the ocean, we skirted the whole
shore of Africn and a part of Ethiopia,
na far ns the Ethiopian promontory, as it
in cnlled by Ptolemy, but by us Cape
Verde, and from Ethiopla and the Man
dingha land 14 dog, within the torrid zone
from the equinoctinl Hne (equator) toward
the north, which region s inhnbited by
black races,  Thero, our steength being
r!'r"l"ihl'll. and with necessaries Tor our
vovage, wo ranbsed anchor, spread  our
ke to the windd, nnd direoting our conrse
through the vast ocean for o short dis
tance townrd the Antaretie pole, we then
bent our conrse to the westward through
Ehe windd whibeh s called the Valturmus
sotthenst wind), nnd from the day on
which we departed from the nlove men
tioned promontory wesiwiled Tor the space
of two months and three days before any
el pppeared, bt in the vastness of the
sem whint we sutfored, what perils of ship-
wreek, what torments of body wo sus-
tined, nnd  under what  anxioties of
mind we lnbored, 1 leave to the imaging-

IItlnu of those who through experieneo of

iy wilnirs can best undorstiand what it
woek  ont uncertain things and
investigate  things  of  which  they
may  be ignorant,  That you may un-
derstand everything in a word, know
that out of sixtyeseven days in which
wo snled, we had forty-four continuous
avs of rain, thunder and  lightning,
dinys so dark that we could neither ses
the sun by day nor n sorene sky ot
From which it happened that wo
grent fear canme upon us that we had sl
rendy cost nside wll hope of life,  But in
these wo iy and W great tempeests of
the sen and of the sky, it pleased the
Most High to show unto us the contl
nent, the new regions, and the unknown
world,  Which things being seon we
were filled with ns great Joy s it is pos
sible to be coneeived by those who, out
of various calamitios and adverse fort-
une, have obtained safety. But on the
Tth day of August, in the year 1501, we
cast anchor on the shores of those re-
gions, giving thanks unto our God with
solemn supplications and with the cele
bration of o mass.  There we recognized
the lund to be not an island, but n conti-
nent, because it stretehed out with very
long consts not o be circumnavigated,
and is filled up with numberless inhab-
itanta,  For on this continent we discov-
ered innumerable races and peoples, and
all the species of forest animals which
are found in our regions, and many other
species never soen by us before, concern-
ing which it would be along story for
me to describe individually.

Many things the mercy of Gog s
plied unto us when we tonthey t.hum
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“'l"“““- for waterand wood had failed
““i W& were able to preserve our
Nvaion the sea only a few days more,
To Himself be the honor and glory and
the exercise of His grace,

We adopted the plan of sailing along
the shore of this continent toward the
eastward, without leaving the sight of
land, and afterwards we ran along this
shore to a point where we came to an
angle when the coast made a turn to the
south, and from that place whero we
first touched land up to this angle there
was o distance of about 300 leagues.  In
the space of this voyage we several
times descended to the land and con-
versed in a friendly manner with that
people, as you shall hear below,

I had forgotten to write that from the
promontory at Cape Verde up to the
commencement of this continent, there
are about T00 leagues, and 1 should esti-
mate that we had sailed wore than 1,800
leagues, partly on account of the admi-
ral's ignorance of the place and partly
by the tempests and winds, which im-
peded our direct course and drove us
into frequent deviations, But if my com-
panions had not turned to me, who un-
derstood cosmography (there was no ad-
miral or commander of our voyage who
knew within 500 leagues where we were),
we were lost and wandering; morcover,
the instruments only showed acourntely
the elevation of the heavenly bodies, and
these were the quadrant and the astrola-
be, a8 all were aware. Henceaflterwards
they all bestowed upon me much honor;
for 1 showed unto them that without a
marine chart, in the science of naviga-
tion 1 was more skillful than all the ad-
mirals in the world. For these ndmirals
have no klllm'lmlgl' t'll‘l‘[tl of those
places which they have visited frequent-
ly in their voyages,

THE TAIL PIECE.

But where the above mentioned angle
of the land showed to us a turning of
the shore toward the south, we agreed
to sail bevond it, and search out what

might be in those regions. We pro-
ceeded along the coast about six hundred
leagues, and often disembarked on the
land and talked and conversed with the
inhabitants of those regions, and by
them were rec ived kindly, and by them-
selves, whenever we would remain
fifteen or twenty days together, were
amicably and hospitably entertained, us
you will learn below,

A part of this new continent is in the
torrid zone, beyond the equinoctial line
(equator) toward the antarctic pole, for
the head of it begins in the eighth degree
bevond the equinootial line (equator)
itself. Weo sailed along so much of this
coast, that the tropic of Capricora hav-
ing been passed, we found the antarctic
pole 30 degs. higher than their horizon,
and we were near to the antarctic cirele,
as far us the latitude of 17§ degs., and
what there I saw and learned concern-
ing the character, habits and tractability
of those races, the fertility of the soil,
the salubrionsness of the air, and the ar-
rangement of the heavenly bodies, and
especially concerning the fixed stars, and
the eight spheres never before seen or
considered by our aucestors, | will speak

of later.

countenanee,
ful they
Thima

w hiieh, howover, they mar,
pleree the cheeks, the lips, the
wned the enry nor would you think
Ehesser hodes to Lo smadl or as large ns they
nris, 1—'--r | h;l\t' ST ROl ||f l|ll'lll “ilil
hindd in their face nlone seven holes, any
one of which was s Inrge as o small
plar. They stop up these holes with
ploces of eryvstal rosconbling marble nnd
bits of alabastor, which pieces are very
benntiful, nond also with bits of glitter-
Ing white bome and other substances,
skillfully carvedd necording to their cus-

soven stones, some of them half
ngain as your hand, you would not be
without sstonishment; for oftentimes
have | considered and thought that seven
such stones would weigh sixteen ounces
und more.  In ench ear, pierced with

ns long

other pendant stones in rings, and this
custom s peculiar to the men, for the
women do not perforate the fuce, but
only the ears.

They donot have garments or clonks

linen or silk—because they are not
necessury to them, nor do lllv} | MmseEs
individual property, but all things are
owned incommon,  They live at the same
time without a king, without n govern-
ment, and each man is o law unto him-
self. They have as many wives ns they
please, and the son marcies his mother,
wnd the brother with his sister, and the
first mun the first woman wherever he
meets her,  As often as they  wish they
break up their muorringes, and in these
matters observe norule,  Moreover, they
have no temple and no law, nor are they
idolators,  What can | say more?  They
live necording to onture, and may be
called  epicureans rather than stoics,
Among them thers are no teaders nor is
there any exchange of gomds,  The tribes
carry on war among themselves without
art or recognizged rules,  The ¢lders in
oortain  publioc assemblies of their own
turn the young men to whatever course

they desire.  They are also eager for
wars, in which they killee Y o0, 1#ith
cruelty,

Taptives in battle they preserve for kill-
ing, not for the sake of their lives, but
for the purpose of food.  For sometimes
one side and sometimes the other is vie-
torious, and eat up the vanguished, and
among them human flesh is a common
article of food.
Of this fact you may be certain, be
cause already a father has been known
to-eat up his sons and his wives, and 1
mysell have known and talked with a
man whom they used to report had par-
taken of more than three hundred human
bodies; besides | spent twenty-seven days
in a certain town where I saw in the
houses human flesh salted and hung
from the ceiling, just as it is the custom
among us to hang bacon and pork. 1
suy further, that they wonder why we
don't cat our enemies, and do not use
their flesh as food, which flesh they de-
clare to be most savory,
The limitation of space compels the
cutting short of the letter at this point.
But what an interesting story the Ttalian
vovager tells! Even in its qualnt lan-
gunge it reads as well as Stanley's latest
lettor upon Central Africa. It is but lit-
tle wonder that his admirers changed his
name and called him Americus rather
than Albericus Vespuceins in honor of
the New World he had discovered,
Winniam E. S, FaLes,

Chinese Literature,

SaN Fraxcaisco, Jan, 18, —The work of
missionaries outside of their strictly re-
ligious field bus not received the atten-
tion it deserves. To them we are in?
debted for much valuable knowledge of
wild countries, and still more for re-
ports on the religion, habits and philoso-
phy of other ruees.  Especially is this
true of China, for there is so little gen.
eral interest in such matters that but for
the missionaries we should have remain-
ed much longer in ignorance of Chinese
philosophy.

The only foreigners making any effort
to acquire the Chinese language are the
missionaries, and it is due to such men
as Williams and Legge that the doctrines
of Confucius and the teachings of Budd-
hism have been exhumed from their
deep oblivion and set up in readable lan.
guage. It is here, more than in any-
thing else, that the work of these men is
manifest. Through years of ceascless
wil of Dr. Legge, the metaphysical and
ethical writings of Mencius have been
placed alongside of Bacon and Plato and
Mosen,

The liternture of Buddhism lkewise
shows deep thought and ascetic piety,
and has marked the founders aml ex-
ponents of that ancieat religion,  Goems
of literature, poetry and proverbs have
been brought to light by the researches
of Christian scholurs,

While the general influence of Euro-
pean life has not tended o increase the
respect of the Chinese for our alleged
superior eivilization and morality, yvet it
is true that the Wernry research of mis-
slonuries has done much towarnd bring-
g about & botter understunding  be-
tween the two rnces, by giving to cach,
in their own langusge, the
Purpeses of the other,

With increased shippiog facilities and
R ool equent Incereasing  commeeree an
Chinn, and with the deworalizing and
enervating effects of oplum upon her
people removed, there is yet hope for
brighter future fur thit queer old coun-

wy. B. N, Tox,

tomn, But if you could see anything so 15, Crnmps
strange and monstrous—a man, forsooth, | 1 Wo — fee mnrks with a sponge,
having o his cheeks and in his lips 1. Is the sign of multiplication

three holes, they are necustomed to carry |
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First, then, as to the peopiles so far as I

we cnme upon the multitude of the rmee C LOS I NG OUT SALE

in those reglons 8o grost that no man 5

coulidl count them, ns we rend in 22 O

the Apocalypse. | oall the race gentle L ) .

and tractable, Al members of both # ' P \ ’ ' . - v ‘

rhoen approach each other naked and I l l_ ]()‘\ ll] l ()- ln \

covering no part of the body, and even 5’ " ‘ ( l ' C ( h ¢ e

ns Lthey come into the world so do they . - " ’ ’

0 G186 the thine of (el Jouih, p- A S _.,,_- We have decided to ship nothing to Omaha. and having
¥ y s Inewres Lsilios w —_— r ¥ o ) y ; ! ‘ ”
For they have Inege bodies with figue e ¢ ¥ 'J'i_ - some stock vet  we will continue the sale until sold. We

suare and shonlders weli proportioned, ' i ) . .

and & color bordering on redness, which —n thave some Upright Pianos, slightly damaged, that we can

I think happens to them because from Na. 780, —Lotter Pussies. ; _ - - o et o S . »: e

going about noked they mre tanned with Examplo: What M:"I‘ mvk.:'m::-y! make you at a ;_:u.\l h.u;_:.un. Six suuml-h.nul | 1nnos at

the sun, Thes Love thivk, blaek hair, Atswer: A B Vour own price. Good second-hand ()r;_:‘;lnh' at !?\;; to L"\qu.

T thedr gait, espeeid'ly in their sports, 1. Wonre fomd of —'s in spring ; :

they are ngble nnd cosy, nandd of o comels 2 Uworge Washington wore nis hair in |
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WA I ETeRt stalesmingm -
e (W OISl tation)
Lo nblirevintion, which answors to pur-
P of the Index is
. The printer eagerly counts his
10, The houss has nn —
1L T will take mine
19 Wo will Hive for —
Lk The tax on —— plays an important part
in history
| 1L The Freneh word for *

142 North 11th
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Steam and Hot Water

W i mine inn

Heating,
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I8 Happy Duteh maiden of the Zuyder

— . ’

19, The ——lar is an ornnmentnl CVergreen | F. A. KORSM EY ER & CO-
troe,

200 We wish to be thought —'s I 'I'l‘lc‘ill\ﬂln' 510, 215 8. Eleventh St

gl e the chilldren eriad while play-

Ing hide aml sk

- e, fmons warl of the reign of
Quinesty D I

No. 107 ~Charnde.
My first bs not oval, my fiest bs not square,
My firwt con b nsver ohile -nu
My wecond ks sommething we can't do without.
Though often it I'-m-lv-lh s wrong'
My whole an upholder of frosdom was reckoned,
And Hived in the days of Chirles Stoart the Second
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GENTLEMEN:
I shall display for your inspection a new and very
Stock, compising many of the

No. TN —An Enigma.

I am a word of four letters,  Within me
flnd: A place of entertainment for man aud
for beast; a pronoun, s preposition, an aly
breviation for “that 15" and a German waril
meaning “no.”"  When you have founil me,
you will have s number which no person now
Hyving will probably ever ngain be able to
ot from the date of any docament

carcfully selected

latest and newest designs of the Eurapean
Manufacturers, and I am now prepared to take all orders for making up
garments for gents in the latest styles.

LADIES TAILORING:

Having for seventeen years met with great success in Brooklyn, N. Y.,
in cutting and making Ladies Jackets and Riding Habits, shall be pleased
to recelve patronage from the ladies during the coming season.

I am also prepared o receive orders for all kinds of
Smoking Jackets,

No. 700.=A Familiar Prose Quotation,

[ fum (T4 fﬁ
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No. 740, —Anngram.,

1 l"?u horse I bought looked very nice,
il e n;.uvd une l'ur the price;
But when I found he balkeder® * of

And was not safe to tlriu- or ride;
That he was spavined and spring halt,
Aund of erib biting bhad the fault,
That he would kick and run away,
And never would the rein obey;

That worse than all, he was stone blind—
Without goad will, 1 spoke my mind,
And told the man who sold the brute
He was a fraud and cheat to boat,

He only answered, ** Do not fret,
That is a ‘curious nag,' you bet.™

Uniforms and

1230 O StrEET. LINCOLN NEB

IN THE

>=THE NEW

Palace Stables

M St, opp. Masonic Temple.

Stylish Carriages and Buggies,

At all Hours Day or Night.

¥ Horses Boarded and best of care taken of all Stock entrusted to us. g3
PRICES REASONABLE,

BILLMEYER & CO., Froprietors.
Call and See Us. Telephone 436

M um

UNACQUAINTED WITH THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTRY, WILL OBTAIN
MUCH VALUABLE INFORMATION FROM A STUDY OF THIS MAP OF

FINEST CITY

No. 741, —Crossaword Enigma.
In barn, not in fold;
In given, not in sold;
In new, not in old;
In buy, not in take;
In hoe, not in rake;
In prison, not in jail;
In work, not in fail,
My whole will a city unveil,

No, 74%.—~Word Sguares,
An animal; solitary; minute oponings;
sluggish; pauses,
A bird; a noted general of the Revolutiong
to look at steadfastly; permission; to pene
trate,

No. T4k —Conundroms.

Why is a plg with a curly continuation
like the ghost of Hamlet's fathoer!

Why i the root of the tongue like a de-
tocted eriminald

When are we most likely to find the sky
bl

What lnstrument of war does an augry
lover resemblef

When are culprits like old bookst

When is an arm as long as threo feet)

How does the most punctual payer incur
debit

When can o man have something and no-
thing in his pocket at the same timet

Old but Goomd,
Heneath the sun a creature once did dwell,
As sacred writers uncontestad tell.
Twas in this world his mortal breath he
row,

Yot nover sinned nor moral evil know;
He never can be raised from the dead,
Nor at the day of judgment show his head;
Yet in him was a soul that must
Exist in hell or dwell among the just,

—The whale that swallowed Jouah,

Key to the Puszzler,

No. Te8. —Enigma—A Little Fairy:
:-‘11..ZZ-'ILL“.'.’fﬁi.‘.?i‘.‘;ﬁ"ﬂ:ﬂﬂ,; THE BIIIBIGO. lllllll ISI.IID & I'IIIIFIII IIIII.W".
e l'll.ir)' ln-!lmr Ilill‘.rl. clud ranches m otumona East and West of the
o . B e wﬁ" B ity i g A s
l ounc

an 5' N'lBO’ﬁA w
ll.l Bﬂu aAteartown
n %B%Annd Nelsa:ﬁ in ﬁi%ﬂ’kﬂi&%’&f ,th‘v
naéme, am °BTA ndwell in KANBAS-Pon
g 'r“ Illzlv—--na Colorado

no ln
‘'c air Cars to
uwhlmon 3;::&'&'-’.?, Osmnd llnosalup-
t areas of rich farming nnd gr ng a&'ﬁ'&! nh%“i:lneﬂ

o lnuroammunicsﬁon t.o all town nnd cities t
and southwest of Chicago, and Pu.clao and tm.o?:‘é'mﬁ.f’ge:;?'of-:.°°’mw°"

MAGNIFICEN’T VESTIBULE EXPRESS TRAINS,

r.lnl lendor of equipment, cool, w tilated
R by N :f&"‘:"sn’%“ﬁ‘i':::‘.f

um. Neb., and botwaen Chi hion and cnlomda'.‘ E’nu:‘,:.“m"v:ﬁf

utchlnlon
reek, K ar. Fort
prings, ver, Puebl
and from Ohicago,
ln' Cars betweon

ieas and |

oblo.ms t.' Joseph, or t and Topoka. lendid Dining
m %u.h west of
No. T30 — Behendings Transposed : Ekz’ :d«:? r?.l?:ng.gg ? Icm O‘ga uol:co ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
A nides-enids INH to and from Plke' eat miwu Gnrd -
(—rand-darn undaoenlc Grandeurs of Colorado. ' on of the Gods, the Sanitart
| Al ] VIA THE ALI!R‘I‘ LEA ROVUTE,
Bol d Hxpress Trains dall bntween (‘hlc
S—apli pakl with THROUGH Reolinlok A Chair Cars !s&dﬁlnﬁggfggﬂn&sﬁm‘,ﬁd
|- mage-gnine th nir ar and Bloapl between Peoria, Spirit Lake,
7 —ebhirn-twar and Bloux 18, vi 5!0 k Island, The Favorite ma to Pipostone, Water-
No. Tl A Charnde: Afternoon wtnl;'ldsﬂl?)‘fl‘tb:?ﬂl:l:lhugnﬂt ® Summer Hesoris Hunting an l"illhlﬂ[
No. T —Rhyming Numerieal [Fnigme: THE SHORT LINE vtj. ENECA .hND KANEAKEE offers facilities 1,.
Hoart snval botwun O cin -t.t.n. and Council Blu
No. T8 A Riddle: A shoe. o k ", va?woﬂh. - inneapolis, and 8t Paul
No, T, — Anagram: Armas or om n odeuor onl.rodl .
i Wo—An Auimal in Anagram: Arma Office In the ULt lates or & et ll’.lon upp:ly to soy Ticket
No. T4 —Enigmationl Fishes: Whiting; E. ST. JOHN, JOHN SEBASTIAN,
aarp; ray; poll; pike; gudgeon; perch, Genera! Manager. CHICAGO, LLL,, Oen'] Ticket & Pass Ai ow.

'.I

5

e —— —

a,

_

N
.‘
i




