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JESUS AS A BOY.

BUNDAY, JUNE 9, 1889,

He Describos Ohrist aa & Village Lad, and

Holds That the Lorvd's Charaeter Then

Was the Same as WHn He Was »
Man,

SERMON PREACHED BY DR. TALMAGE 1

CAPITAL CITY COURIER, SATURDAY, JUNE 15,

story that his conirndes n thelr play

wias  bitten, and at
the serpent, with it own mouth, drew
forth the poison from the wound! Why,

BrookLyn, June A vast concourse of
people, Mlling all the avallable places, jolned |
in the opening doxology at Drooklyn Taber |
nacle this morning  The pastor, the Rev. T |
De Witt Talmage, D. IV, expmanuded the pas |
sage In John about the unwritten works of |
Christ which the worll itself could not have
contalned. The subject of [ Talmage's
sermon was “Christ, the Village Lad ™ He
took for his text Luke il 40 “And the ehild
grew, and waxed strong In spirit, filled with
wisdom, and the grace of Uod was upon
bim." The preacher said

About Chirist as s village Ind [ speak. There
Is for the most part & silence more than elgh-
toen oenturies long about Christ Letween in-
fancy and manhood. What kind of a boy
was ho!  Waa he & genuine boy mt all, or did
there settle upon him from the stary all the
Intensition of ! We have on this
mibiject only a little guossing, a few surmisos,
bere and there an unimportant “porhaps ™
Concerning what bounded that boyhood on
both sides we have whole libraries of books
and whole gnlleries of canvas and sculpture,
Before the infant Christ in Mary's arms, or
taking his first sleop in the rough ow
all the paintees bow, and we have
Voroness's “Holy Family," and "
“Nativity,” and Angelico da Fiesoie's “'In-
fant Christ,” and Rubens' ** Adoration of the
Magl," and Tintoret's “Adoration of the
Magl," and Chirlandjo's *' Adoration of the
Magl," and Raphasls “Madonna,” and Or
oagna's “Madonna” and Murilio’'s “‘Ma
donoa” and Madonnas by all the schools of
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| becomes a lymphatic temperament.  Heligion
| chunges one's affections aod ambitioons, but it

—T— .
Atchison, Leavenworth, St. Joseph,Kansas

painting in all lights and shades and with all
styes of attractive feature nnd impressive
surroundings, but pen and pencil and chisel
bhave, with fow excoptions, passed by Christ,
the village lad. Yet by three eonjoined evi- |
dences | think we can come 1o as accurate
an idea of what Christ was as a boy ns we
can of what Christ was as a man. -
First, wo bave the brief Hible account, |
Then we have the prolonged account of what
Christ was at thirty years of age. Now you
bave only to minify that account somewhat
and you find what be was at ten years of age.
Temperanents never change A sanguine
tempernment never becomes a  phlegmatio
wmperament. A pervous temperament never

I8 the sume old tempermment noting o a dif
ferent direction. As Christ had no religious
change, ho was as a Ind what he was as a
man, only on not so large a seale.  When all
tradition and all art and all history v
him a8 & blonde with golden hair, | know be
was [n boyhood a blonde.
UNINNPIRRD STORIES,

We bave, boside, an uuninspired book that
was for the first three or four centuries after
Christ's n nee recelved by many as o
gnd which gives prolonged account of

rist's boyhood, Some of it may be true,
be true, none of it may be
partly built on facts, or by

conclude that there are not true things in it
o S e Sl i asese
but we h it may con-
:&ﬂ'm Macaulay's “History of
land™ was not inspired, but we believe it al-
though it may have been marred with many
errora.  Theso called apocryphal Gospel in
which the boyhood of Christ isd welt upon 1do
not belleve to be divinely (nspired, and yot it
may proseots facts worthy of coosideration,
It represents the boy Christ as per-
torming miracles some have overthrown that
apoory book. But what right have
did not form
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the power to work miracles,
whether he did or did not work them. When,
roached manhood, Christ turned water
ot
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to bring us to bealth and reinvigoration and
eterngd life  Or the uninsplred story that
childron were playing ou the housstop and
the boy Christ was there and one of the ehil-
dren wis shoved from the roof and fell 4o the
ground and died aml the other children
charged Christ with the misdomeanor and
the boy Christ said: “Charge not me with
the erime, bot let us leave it to the dead
il 1o settle the controversy,” and the boy
Christ sl Zeluumus! numus! who
threw thee down from the housstop!™  Then
the dead ebild spake and sald: ' Not thou, but
sich a one did”  Was that more wonderful

than  Paul's resuscitation of Eutychus,
who fell from the window while the
apostle was  preaching! Or the unin.

!‘Plrul story In \he apoer New
estament which says that Chi the bay
was taken 1o sohool and Zacchets, the teach-
or, told bim the first three lotters of the
alphabet, whersupon Christ the boy asked
his teacher such profoundd guestions conoern-
ing the alphabet that the teacher was ocon-
founded, and the boy Christ himself explain:
od all to the teacher, untll Zacchous smid to
Joseph, - the father of the wondrous boy:
“Thou hast broughta boy to me to bo taught
who Is more learned than any master.” Then
the boy was taken to a more learned master,
who, angered at the boy's questions, lifted
his hand to whip him, and the hand wither
od, na will all the bands lifted agsinst
Christ.  Is that more wonderful than the
soene positively recorded by Matthew where
the D. D's and the LL D.)s stood around
Christ at twelve years of age in the temple,
utterly eonfounded at his precociousness! Or
that story that Christ the boy, questioned by
astronomers, told them the number of the
worlds, their size, their circuits; and ques
tloned hy physiclans told them more about
anatomy and physiclogy than they ever
dreamed of, the number of veins, arteries,
norves and bones,  1f Christ were diving was
he not able at ten or twelve years to deseribe
the human svstem a8 well as though he had
been ffty years standing at an operating
table or in a dissecting room |
A BOYS' CHRIST,

In other words, while | do not boliove that
any of the so called apocryphal New Testa
ment s insplred, | belleve much of it is true,
Just aw | belleve a thousand books none of
which are divinely inspired.  Much of it was
Just like Christ, Just ns certnin ns the man
Christ was the most of the time getting men
out of trouble, | think that the boy Christ
was the most of the time getting boys out of
trouble. | have declarsl to you this day a
boys' Christ.  And the world wauts such a
ono. He did not sit around moping over
what was to be or what was.  From the way
in which natural objects unwreathed them-
sulves into bis sermons after he had become
amun | conclude there was not a rock
or & hill or a oavern or a tree for
miles around that he was not familiar
with in ohildbood. He had cautiously felt
his way down into the caves and had with
light and agile limb gained a polse on many
a bigh tree top. His boyhood was passed
around grand sconery as most all the great
uatures have passed early life among the
mountaine. They may live now on the fnta,
but they pased the ve days of lndhood

the billh. Among the mountains of
New pshire or the mountainsof Virginia
or the mountains of Kentucky or the moun:
tains of Bwiteorland or Italy or Austrin or
Beotland or mountalns as high and ax

they, many of the world’s thrilling biogra-
ies bogan. Our Lord's boybood was 1
n a ueighborbood twelve hund foot

above the level of the s and sur
rounded by mountalos five or six hun-
dred feet still higher, Before it could
shine on the village where this boy slept the
sun had to climb far enough up to look over
hills that beld their heads far aloft. From
yonder height his eve at one sweep took in
the mighty scoop of the valleys and with an-
other sweep took in the Mediterrancan sea,
you bear the grandeur of the cliffs and
surge of the great waters in his match-

browned forebead, standing on & hill
top looking off upon Lake Tiberias, on
which at one time according to“m
fane history are, wot four h

but four thousand ships. Authors bave taken
to say that Christ was not affected by
surroundings, and that be from within

pale

irradiating his entire nature with their mag-
nificence. 1 warrant that be had mounted
and explored all the fifteen hills around Nasz-
areth, among them Hermon with its crystal
coronet of snow, and Carmel and
Tabor and Gilboa, and they all had their

pulpit,

PALESTINE WAS LOVELY THEN,
And then it was not uncaltivated granaeur,

the Aoods before their silence was broken, for

waore thrushes, were sparrows, were nightin
woro larks, were quails, were black-

down the rocky sbelving.

down the lawn (o

lug
this
and

suffered,

the morul
And how
alter years as he drove down u|
trous

“When it is evening ye say it w

boy bas done, e watehed the

ens under wi

| posoned lad was brought on & couch to the
boy Christ, and Christ asked to be taken
with the aMicted child o where the child
Chrift's  command

Christ has been doing that throogh all the
nges, pamely, compelling the very things
that wonnd us, under his sanetifying power

-mnnnmy. Oue day [ see that divine
y the w fBurrying his hair over his

could not touch his robe without strength
going out from him, these mountains aml
seas could not have touched his eye without

sublime echo in after time from the Olivetic

These hills carried in their arms orf on thelr

branching foliages did not have to wait for

through them and over them and in cireles
round them and under them were pelicans,

irds, were partridges, were bulbuls. Yon-
der the white flocks of sheep spowed down
over the pasture lands And yonder the
brook rehearses to the pebbles its adventures
Yonder are the
Oriental homes, the bousewife with pitcber | Temple, and this Ind had wot only 1o support
on the shoulder entering the door, and | bhimself but support his wother, and what

frout children revel | that is somwe of you know.
the flaming flora. And all There Is a royal race of boys on earth pow
and song and grass and sunsbhine
w woven lnto the most exquisite | They bave no purple robe a-droop from their
pature that ever breathed or wept or supng or
Through studying the sky between
the bills Christ s i noticed the weather signus | can imagine. But God knows what they are
and that a crimson sky at night meant dry | doing and throngh what sacrifices they go,
weather next day, and that o orivson sky in | sod through all eternity God will keep pay-
meant wet weatber before night.
utifully be made useof itin
the pestif- | pressed down, sbaken together and runniog
and Sadducess by erying out: | over.
be tair
weather for tho sky is red, and o the worn-
ing it will be foul weather today for the sky
is red and lowering: O ye hypocrites, ye
disoern the face of thoul]bu;c::;‘amrlb
cern the sgus of the times. " , i QVeTy
{nruyud fowl

atslght of overswinging bawk cluck her chick-
. and o after years be sald:
0 Jeruwalom, Jorusalem | How often would I | of mechanics, avd the work s divided up
have gotbersd thee ns s hen gathereth her
chickens under ber wing!” By night be had
notlowd il mother by the plain candle light
which, e ever nnd anon it was snuffed and
e removed wick put down om the candle-

t | atick, beamed brightly through all fhe
Rowers and crownggl him as s king? | should |
think they would bave done so.  Or the unin.

aplred story that a boy, hunting for egge ina | wanderings among the rooks or bushes, and
partridge nest, was stung of a viper, and the | years afterwards it all came out In the

n Mo
sitting room aa his mother was mending h
garments that bad been torn during the day's

simile of the greatest sermon ever prenched:
“Noither do men light a eandle and put it
under a bushel bot in a candlestick and it
giveth light to all who are in the houss.  Let
your light so shive” Some time when his
mother, in the autumn, took out the clothes
that bad beem put away for the summer,
he noticed how the moth miller flow
out and the coat dropped apart ruined
and oseless, and so twenty years after ho
enjoloed: “Lay up for yourselves troastres
In heaven where neither moth nor rust can
corruJﬂ." His boyhood spent among birds
and flowers they all earoled and b

again Afteen yours after as be cries out: * Be-
hold the fowls of the air." “Consider the
lilien.™ A groat storm one day during
Christ's boyhood  blackensd the heavens and
angered the vivers,  Perhaps standiong in the
door of the earpenter shop he watehed It
gathering londer and wilder until two cy
clones, one sweoping down from Mount Ta
bor and the other from Mount Carmel, met
in the valley of Esdraclon, and two houss
are caught In the fury and crash goes the
one and triumphant stands the other, and he
potlood that one bad  shifting  sand
for a foundation and the other an
oternal rock for basis; and twenty yoars
after ho bullt the whole scene into a perora:
tion of flood and whirlwind that selged his
audience nnd lifted them Into the heights of
sublimity with the two great arms of pathos
and terror, which sublime words | render,
asking you as far as possible to forget that
you ever heard them before: “Whosoever
bheareth theso sayings of mine and doeth
them, 1 will liken him unto & wise man which
bullt his bouse upon & rock; and the rain de-
scended and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat upon that house, and it feil
not, for it was founded upon a rock. And
overy one that heareth these sayings of mine
and doeth them not, shall be likensd unto a
foolish man which built his house upon the
sand; and the rain descendod and the foods
came, and the winds blew and beat upon
that house, and it fell, and great was the fall
of fit."

NE STUDIED KATURE

Yes: from the naturaluess, the simplicity,
the freshiness of his parables and similes and
metaphors (o manbood discourse | know that
he had been a boy of the flelids aond hnd bathed
in the streams and bheard the nightingale's
call and broken through the flowery hedge
and looked out of the embrasures of the fort
Pess ol drank from the wells and chased the
butterflies which travelers sav have always
been one of the Nitting benutios of that land-

scape, and talked with the strinnge pelple from
Damoscus and Fgzyvpt ndl Sapphoris and
Byria who in cavavans or on foot  passd

through bis nelgiborhood, the dogs barking
at their approach st sundown,  As afterward
hie was a porfeot man, in the time of which 1
spenk he was o perfect boy with the spring of
a boy's foot, the sparkle of a boy's eye, the re-
bound of a boy’s life and just the opposite of
those juveniles who sit around morbid and un-
elastic, old men at ten, 1 warrant he was
able to take his own part and to take the
rn. of others. In that village of Nazareth

am certain there was what is found in all
the neighborhoods of the earth, that terror
of children, the bully, who seems born to
strike, to punch, to bruise, to overpower the
loss muscular and robust. The Christ who
afterward inno lmited terms denounced hyp-
ocrite and Pharisee, | warrant, never let
such juvealle villain impose upon les vigor
ous childhood and yet go unscathed and un-
defended. At ten years o was in sympathy
with the underlings, ns he was at thirty and
thirty three. | want no further lnspired or
uninspired information to persuade me that
he was a splendid boy, a radiant boy, the
grandest, hollest, mightiest boy of all the
ages. Hence | commend bhim as a boy's
Christ.  What multitudes between ten and
fifteen years have found bim out as the one
Em suited by his own personal experience to
help any boy

RESPECT THE BOYE

Let the world look out how it treads on a
boy, for that very moment it treads on
| Christ. You strike n boy, you strike Christ;
| you insult a boy, you insult Christ: you cheat
& boy, you cheat Christ. It is an awful and
influite mistake to come as far as manhood
without a Christ when here is a boy Christ.
That wus one reason, | suppose, that Jona-
than Edwards, afterwards the greatest Amer
fean logician and preacher of his time, be
came s Christan at seven years of age; and
Robert Hall, who afterwards shook Christen
dom with bhis sscred eloquence, became a
Christian at twelve years of age; and lsaac
Watta, who divided with Charles Wesley the
dominion of holy song, became u Christian at
nine yearsof age, and if inany large religious
assemblage it were asked that all the
men  and women who learned to love
Christ before they were fftoen
of age would please lift their right band,
there would be enough hands lifted to wave
s coronation. What is true in a religious
senss i true in a secular sense, Themistocles
amazad his school fellows with talents which
in after years made the world stare.  lsanc
Newton, the boy, by driving pegs in  the side
of a bouse to mark the decline of the sun-
evidenced a disposition towards the experi-
ments which afterwards showed the nations
how the worlds swing, Robert Buepbenson,
the boy, with his kite on the commons ex
perimented with electric currents and proph
esied work which should yet make him lm-
mortal  “Get out of my way!" sald a rough
man ton boy, “get out of my way! What
arv you good for anyhow ™ The boy an-
swered: “They make mwen out of such things
as woe are.,” Hear it, fathors, mothers! hear
i, philanthiropists aud patriots] hear it, all
the young! The temporal and eternal destiny
of the most of the inbabitants of this earth
is decided before fourteen years of age. Be
bold the Nazareth Christ, the village Christ,
the country Christ, tho boy Christ|

But baving shown you the divine lad in the
Belds, | must show you him ln the mechanic's
| shop, Joseph, his father, died very early,
| immediately after the (amous trip to the

! doing the same thing.  They wear no crown.
shoulders. The plain chair on which they sit
is as much unlike 8 throne as anything you

l ing them for their Glial behavior. They shall
get full measure of reward, the measure

They bave their example in
this boy Christ taking care of his
mother, He had been taught the carpen-
ter's trade by his fatbher. The boy had
done the plainer work at the shop, while his
father had put on the flnishing touches of the
work. The boy also cleare] away the vlt:;n
sod blocks and shavioge He helped

the different picces of work while the father
joined them. lu our day we bave all kinds

ameng them. But to bo a carpenter in
Christ's boyhood days meant to make plows,
vokes, shovels, wagoas, tables, chairs, sofas,
bouses, and almost everything that was
wade. Fortunate was It that the boy had

-
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learned the trade, for whin the head of the

family dies it s a grand thing to have the -«J'.'Qn'ﬁ.mu God and the
child able to take care of himsell and help ' atarnal generation of the Bon, and discourses

take care of othern Now that J , h
father, Is dend, nod the responsibility of
fami’y support comes down on this boy, |
hear frem morning to night his hammer my
pounding, his sw vacillating, his ax de | g
wending, his gimlets boring, and standing |
amid the dust and debris of the shop [ find | of time, this trying to
the perspiration gathering on his temples and | gnd fathom the unfathomable whilo the na-
notice the fatigue of his arm, and as be stops  glons want the bread of
& moment to rest | see him panting, bis hand | how they can get rid of their sins and their
on his vide, from the exhaustion. Now he | worenws Why should you and I
goes forth in the morning loaded with imple | gurmalves about the decress of God?
ments of work heavior than any modern kit your own business and God will take care of
of wols.  Under the tropioal sun be swolters. | hia  In the conduot of the universs I think
Lifting, pulling, adjusting, cleaving, split- | he will somehow manage to got along with-
ting, all day long. At nightfall be gos oupus If you want to love and srve God
home to the plain supper provided by his | and be good and useful and get to heaven, I
mother and sits down too tired to talk | warrant that nothing which oocurred
Work! work! work! You ecannot tall | hundred quintilion of years ago will hi
Christ  anything now about  blistered you a minute. It fs not the decrees of God
hands or aching ankles or broised fingers or | that do us any harm; it lsour own decroes of
#tiT joints, or rising in the morning as tired | gn and folly. You need not go any further
s when you Inkd down,  While yet a boy ho | back In history than about elghteen hune
knew (t all, he felt it all, he mffered it all | grad and Afty«ix yoars You see this
The boy oarpenter! The boy wagon maker] | {5 the year 1839, Christ olied about thirty-
The boy house bullder! O Christ, we have seen yoars of age. You subtract 83 from the year
thes when full grown in Pilate's police court | 1880 and that makes It only 1,850
room; we have seen thee, when full grown, | That (s as far back as you need to go. m
thou wert assaminated on Golgotha; but, O thing occurred on that day under an eclipsed
Christ, let all the weary artisans and me  gun that sets us all forever froe if with our
chanlos of the carth see thee, while yot un ' whole heart and life we aooept the tremes
dersized and arms not yet muscularized, and | gous proffer. Do not let the Pros
with the undeveloped strength of juvenes | ochurch or the Methodist church or the Lo
cence, trying to take thy father's place in | theran church or the Baptist church or any
gaining the livelihood for the family. of the other evangelioal churches spend any
CHRIST WITH THE DOCTORS | time in trying to fix up old cresds, all of
But, having seen Christ the boy of the them imperfect, as everything man does is
flelds and the boy in the mechanio's shop, | | imperfect. | movea new creed for all the evans
show youa more marvelous scene, Christ the | gelical churches of Chiristendom, only three are
smooth browed lad among the long bearded, | ticles in the creed and no nesd of any more
white haired, high forehended ecolesiastios | If 1 bad all the consecrnted people of all de
of the Temple. Hundreds of thousands of  nominations of the earth on one great plain,
strangers bl come to Jerusalem to keep a | and | had & volee loud enough to put it teo
great religious festival.  After the hospitable | vote, that creed of three articles would be
bhomes were crowded with visitors the tents adopted with a unanimous vote and a thuns
wore sprend all around the ety to shelter | dering anye that would make the earth quake
immense throngs of strangers, [t wok very | and the heavens ring with hosanna, This is
ousy among the vast throngs coming and | the creed | propose for all Chiristendom:
going to lose a child. More than two mililon A UNIVERBAL CHEED,
people have been known to gather at Jerusa- Article First—"God so loved the world that
lem for that oational feast, You must not  he gave his only begotten son that whoso-
think of those regions s sparcely settled. | ever believeth In him should not perish but
The anclent historian Joseplius says there  bave everlating life,"
waore in Galilee two bundred citles, thesmallest | Article Second—*'This is a faithful saying
of them containing fAftesn thonsand people. | and worthy of all scveptation that Christ
No wonder that amid the crowds at the time Jesus cane into the world to save sinners,
spoken of Jesus the boy was lost,  His parents, | even the chilef,”
knowing that he was mature enough and Article Third—*"Worthy s the Lamb that
agilo enough to take eare of himself, are on | was slain to recelve blessing and riches and
their way home without any anxiwty, sup- | bonor and glory amd power, world without
posing that their boy Is coming with some of | end.  Amen™

slumber

]
i

g

the groups.  But after a while they suspect But you go to tinkering up your old creeds
he i lost, and with fushed cheek and a tor- | and patching and splicing and  interlining
roriesd look they rush this way aul that, | and anpexing and substracting and adding
saying: “'Have you seenany thingof my boy! | and expluining, and you will lose time and
He Is twelve yoars of age, of fair complexion, | make yoursell a target for earth and bell to
and has bloe eyes and auburn bale, Have | shoot at.  Let us have eresds not fashioned
you seen him since we left the city ™ Back | out of human ingenuities but out of seripture
they go in hot haste in and out the streots, in | phraseclogy, and all the guns of bombard-

and out the private houses, and among tho
surrounding hills, For three days they search
and (nguire, wondering If he has been tram-
pled under foot of some of the throngs, or
bas ventured on the cliffs and fallen off o
precipice.  Send through all the strects and |
lanes of the city, and among all the surround- [
ing bills that most dismal sound; “A lost

ohildt A lost ehild!™ And lo! after threo |
days they discover him in the great Temple, |
seated nmong the mightiest religionists of |
all the workl The wallsof no otber bullding

ever looked down onsuch ascene. A child

twelve yoars old surrounded by septuagena- |
rlnos, he asking his own questions and an- |
swering thelrs  Let me introduce you to
some of these eoclesinstios: This Is the great
Rabbin Simeon! This is the venerable Hil-
lell This Is the famous SBhammail These
are the sons of the distinguished Betiral
What can this twelve year lad teach them or
what questions can he ask worthy thelr cogi-
tation! Al the first time in all their lives
thes: religionists bave found their matoh and
maore than their match, Though so young,

ment blazing from all the port holes of infl-
| delity and perdition will not in a thousand
years knock off from the church of God »
splinter as big as a cambrie needlo.  What s
most needed now is that we gather all our
theologies around the boy in the Temple, the
elnborations around the simplicitics and the
profundities around the clarities, the octo~
genarian of scholastic research around
the unwrinkled cheek of twelve year
Juvenescence. "“Except you become as a lit
tle child you ean in no wise enter the king-
dom," and except you become as a little child
you cannot understand the Christian reli-
gion. The best thing that Rabbin Simeon
and Hillel and Shaminai and the sons of Be-
tirah ever did was in the Temple to bend
over the lad who, first made ruddy of cheek
by the breath of the Judean hills and on his
way to the mechanic's shop where he was
8000 10 be the support of his bereaved moth-
er, stopped long enough to grapple with the
venerable dialecticinns of the (l).ll‘iaut. “both
bearing themnn and asking them questions.”
Bome, referring to Christ, have exclaimed

he knew all about that famous Temple | Ecoe Deus! Behold the God. Others have
under whowe roof they held that most | exclaimed Ecee homo! Hehohl the man,
wonderful discussion of all history. He| But today in conclusion of my subject I ery,

kuew the meaning of every altar, of every
sacrifice, of every golden caudlestick, of
every embroldered curtain, of every crump
of shew bread, of every drop of oll in that
sucred edifice He kuow all about God.  He
knew all about man. He knew all about
heaven, for be came from it. He knew ull
about this world, for he made it. He knew
all worlds, for they were only the sparkling
morning dewdrops on the lawn in froot of
Lils heavenly palace, Pub these seven Bille
words in a wreath of emphasis: “*Both hear-
ing them and nsking them questions,”

WHAT QUESTIONS DID UE ASK!

1 am not so much interested in the ques
tions they msked him as in the questions be
asked them. He nsked the questions not to
get information from the doctors, for he
knew it already, but to humble them by
showing them the height sand depth and
length and breadth of thelr own ignorance.
While the radiant boy thursts these self con-
ceited philosophers with the interrogation
point, they put the furefloger of the right
band to the temple na though to start ther
thoughts into more vigor, and then they
look upward and then they would wrinkle
their brows, and then by absclute silence or
in positive words confess their ineapacity
to answer the interrogatory. With any
one of a bhundred questions about the-

Ecce adolescens!  Behold the boy.
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ology, about philosophy, about astrone- | _
my, about time, about eternity, he may ] A )
have balked them, disconcerted them, Hours, 10 A. M. to 6 P. M.

flung them flat.  Behold the boy Christ ask-
ing questions, and listen when your child |
ashs questions.  He bhas the right to ask them,
The more he asks the better. Alas for the
stupldity of the child without inquisitiveness!
It Is Christlike to ask guestions, Answer
tham if you can. Do uot say: 1 can't bo
bothered now.™ It is your |I|lli'§] 1o bothered [

R.O’NEILL,

-—DEALER IN

L]
with questions. If you are not able to an- | Dlamonds L Jewelr
swar, surrender and confess your incapacity, | ] . ,
a8 | have no doubt did Rabbin Simeon and |

Hillel and Shammai and the wons of Betirah

AND OPTICAL GOODS.

when that splendid boy, sitting or standing
there with & garment reaching from neck
w ankle, and girdled ut the waist. poo | ROpairing and Engraving a Specialty,
them to thelr wit's enil It I8 no dis

grace tosay: 1 don't know," The learned 116 No, Tenth Street.

doctors who environed Christ that doy | = —_— ——
in the Temple did not know or they 3

would not bave askexd him any questions. F

The only being in the universe who never WESTER IELD S

noeds to sy 1 do not know! Is the Lord
Almighty. The fact that they did not know
sent Keoppler and Cuvier und Columbus and
Humboldt aml Herschel and Morse and Bir
William Hamiltou aod all the other of the
world's mightiest natures luto their lifelong
explorations. Telescope aml microscope and
stethosoope and electric battery and all the
scleutific apparatus of all the ages are only
questions asked at the door of mystery. Be-
hold this Nasarene lad anking questions, giv-
ing everlasting dignity to sarnest interro-
gation,
CHILDISH SIMPLICITY WANTED,

But while | see the old theologinns standing
around the boy Christ | am lnpressed ns
never before with the fact that what theology
most waots s omore of childish simplicity.
The world aied the church bave bullt up m-
mense system of theology.  Half of thew tr
to tell what God thoughit, what God planned,
what God did five hundred million years be-
fore the small star on which we ive was cre
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