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DEATHBED CONFERSION OF A GOOSE
BONE.

BY J. D, CALHOUN,

—_—

On a'teash hoap in the baok Jard of &
fhandsome city residence lay a pallia and
shrivelled goose bone, the faint beame of an
unclouded moon scarce revealing ita warped
.and twisted outline. By ita side peacefully
preposad the leg of a doll, minus the sawdust,
. few hacked and battersd spools, the top of
a baking powder can, and it may be Imagin
ed without farther specifications, that the
surroundings wers dull and irksome to a goose
bone that hiad had an extended existence un-
deor the happlost possible clreumstances  Al-
most overy moment the goosebone would
shiver, and erinkle, and monan, as the cold
penetratod despor and deeper, and florver
and flercer Into its shallow and oge-wenkensd
frame. A cat on amatory conquest bont
for a moment to smuff contemptu-

wasly at its feshless figure. a vagrant dog
sont a shudder to its central fibre by prossing
It for a moment with a nose as inguisitive as
n beggar and as cold as charity, while the
wind whistled fitfully about the heap on

which (b rested. A sound, gentle as the patter |
of an aspen Jeaf, and the sharp nose and |

bright eyes of & mouss shoved over a spool
and its gnee rosted with mornful intervst up
on the goose bone. By some mysterious im-

-

insolent and pressing with sach visit. Then
the was sold and he did not come for a
. Mianext visit was followsd by the
disappearance of the book case and two rock-
fng chalrs, and then In another week he
mime onvs more and all the furnitue seemed
to follow him away. My master grew pale
and thin, the hired girl was discharged and
my beautiful young mistress bogun to sweep
the empty s roomaand dust the ploetureless
wall,. And the winter wore on and the
weather was moderate and the coal lay un
consumed in the cellar, and today the spring
fairly arvived, My mastor cams up to me
amnd ploked me up and gased on mo In rage.
He hurled me to the fl or and was about to
grind mo with his heal when a sweet, low
volos said, “Don't papa. You will spoil the
cnrpet, and it will be a long time before we
can buy another,”

He ploked me up, throw me through the
window and 1 lodged upon this heap. The
rest you know, but you oan never measire
the remorse I teel—"

A boy approasched with a basket, Daylight
had come,  The mouse led, but never forgot
the deathbod confesion of the gooss bone.
It told it to me and T tell it again,
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meray wnd they would iy 1o save thelr lves,
The old and the Infirm  wore throst anide and
the toroh applied In thelr presonce, In the
hrief space of two  hours the greater portlon
of the town, 1ts ahlo £ wealth and bisiness, 18
eapital nnd eleganee wore devoursd by o bar-
brous foe.  In s single day nearly three il
Hons of dollnrs worth of property wers de-
stroyed, and theee thouswnd human  bolngs,
mostly women and ehildeen left  homeloss
mnd penneless.  Ofcourss W, HMonton sl his
ity were lo o stiste of gront fonr ns hotse
after house was fired near thelr home, Ax
the rebete Bad feed no ehorehios It wns hoped
that the parsonng « would esenpe dest roetlon,
ns ol tholr ehiareh had  not bhean bullt,. The
P ily bt not Tong o walt. s the honse next
to them wias on fire and the Aames bursting
from the roof adjoining. Mastlly selecting
wueh thilngs ns counld Beearriod In thelr hands
nnd whitoh might be nssd to make his wife
and ehilidren comfortable for the night, they
Ieft thelr hoose to the erael Aames, They
soon reachiod the publie hlghway whioh fed
ntho direction of Shipponsharg and  theneos
to Mnrrisburg, the former plnes was oloven
milles distant. Thers they hoped to B friends
and aholter. The day was exeecdingly warin,
e of the hottest In July,  Unaccustomed to
the fatigue of long Journeys o9 fool, they
were  soon overpowsd by the Shent, bt they
were In hnste 1o rench the apen conntry
where they conld ha anfs from  the l'urth--ri
oliltrnges of the onemy. They soon fonmd nsln

Ay e mear o strenm of waler, whers Hhey

stopomed mwhile to rest, whille they took eoun- |
bl s to thelr future movements, W, Heaton |
tindd mnny friemds minong the roiers amd 1
wis determined that the Inrger boys shinuld

Tt was one of the ottest days noar the end

pulse the dying goose bone became aware of
the presenco of a friendly spirit, 1t looked
up and saw the mouse, whom (b feshly re-
membersd as one that had frequently taken
refuge benenth jts friendly sholtex when the
housemall was on her semi-weekly dusting
oxpeditions,  The whiskers of the little croa-
ture moved with tremulous sympathy, its
eyes glenmed with tender solicitude, It ap-
proached nearer, Inying one paw softly upon
the edge of the gooss Lone, it sakd:

“My dear friond, how do 1 find yon here—
youl who but taday dwelt over the grate of
the wenlthy owner of the house hard by, hon-
ored and consulted 1"

A long, low sigh rent the Losom of the
goose Do,

Al me,” it breathed, fcould 1 but live my
1le over again, I would not be hers now,™

“Cheer up,” exborted the mouse, *'you mny
yot recover all you have lost.™

YA, no” walled the goow bone,  “To
morrow the chore boy will fling me and my
wiretchad  companions  into  the furnnce,
«Only tonight my master, once my prowd
possessor and best friend, cast me out with
hisown band, and tomorrow my wretched
existence will come to an end. 1 have been
terribly wicked and I am being justly pun-
ishod.”

“Do not say that,” replied the mouse, '‘you
‘have always bwen so kind to me that you
st have a good heart,”

“No, no, Listen to me, and when I am
gone, lot the lesson of my illspent eareor
sink deep into your heart Toll it to
cothers, and let me, dead, atone for what |
did while alive. Draw nigh,”

The mouse, weesping, cuddled up to its dis-
‘heartensd and departing friond and received
(its dying confldences,

“1 was taken from the bosom of a maiden
goose, shot by an ardent sportsman, as she

wis winging her way south to the sanny
shores of the gulf, where she and her kind
were intending te spend the winter, Her
form was taken to n mnrket and purchased
by my master. Up to this time [ had scarcely
felt that I had n soperste existunce, but when
1 heord him say to the cook that 1 should be
taken out of the body of the goose before it
had been brought to the table, & conscious-
ness suddenly awoke in me, faint and dim at
first, buy soon growing into a keen and
prophetic intelligence. 1 could see adown
the vista of time, with its great procession of
days and nights, If they were bright and
clear and pleasant, | gazed upon them with
bappiness, 1If they were cold and lowering
sthey made me shudder a d 1e oll. I due
time I was stripped from my surroundiogs of
flesh and Inid in the hands of my master,
He was a good man"—and here the poor
goose bone burst into s shower of tears so
Loplous as to badew three spools and a large
piece of rag that lay beneath it But it soon
recoverad s firmnoess and said: 1 must
hasten with my story, while I have yet
sttength, My master held me up to the light
and I knew that he was adniving my  grace-
ful ard slender proportions and gazing with
rapture upon the semi-translucent joint of
my strocture.  He lald me down and noted
the elear and dark spots on my sides, he bent
my elnstic form antil it was noacly double
and let me spring back to my former shape.
1 was delighted with myself, with him, with
my kuowledge of the future and 1 felt that
I was born for n great career. My master
Inid me upon tue mantel and said 1 foretold
amild winter, with ju-t about enough snow
at Christmas to make it n ploasant season,
He usedd to point me out to his friends amd
explain my gifts and my value, and he would
consult me at all times when he wishead to
learn what the weather was to be,  And so
muny happy years wen® L. 1 loved him,
and foretoll the weather avd was glad,  Ab,
those were pleasunt times, and oh, how fool-
ishly wicked I have been.”

SOnee, n week went by and my master
pover cnme near me but a siugle time, and
thon he glanced at me but carslessly,  Amd
then a long period when his visits were few
and far between, he seemed not to care
whether 1 existed or not. My heart went out
to bim In vain longing when I heard his
voice or his step. 1 grew pale, and wasted,
and thin, my life was a burdoen and [ wished
to be turned to dust. At last 1 learned the
fatal truth, My master had botrayed my
fond affection and trifled with my honest
heart. He had bought a barometor, one of
thowe stuck up, glassy, brassy things that
pretends to foretell the weather, and upon it
hie lnvished the confldence and affection that
Bl besn mine,

My heart deied up, a wild wrath took pos
session of me and from that moment 1 lived
for revenge, My brain whirled with mad
desire, and plots wers the perpetual burden
of my mind, I waited and waited, and
learned patience, and at last my time came
The summer passed, and just when the frost

begun 1o tinge the plants, | could see throagh |

the winlw, I hsarl my once lovel,
but now hated master say he must consult
me awd see what kind of & winter It was go
ing to be, so he could lay in his winter's sup-
ply of coal, I hold my breath and waited.
He came; 1 was so full of wrath that [ de
colved him. T turned dark, black, from end
to end. He muttersd to himsell and stag
gered from the room.  All the next day, and
the next, and the next, I heard the grating
orash of the Anthracite coal as 1t rolled into
the shed just outside, And the next day a
strong, stern man came in with a Lill for
thirteen tons of conl nt 811 & ton, My mas
tor looked a. the bill and then at me,  In my
frensy of ferocious glee 1 was transparent
my full longth. He poked me up and gazed
at me as if ho would read my very soul |
returned his Jook with interest, for [ enjoyed
his suffering and my triumph. | was re-
venged. Ha, ha! Revenge is sweet, ah,
sweet,” and the decrepit old bone fairly hug-
ged itself in transport.  But It shuddered,
while it paused, and then resumsed in a Jew
and broken volee:

“Hut time brings changes. That cold,
stern, coal clerk came again and again, twine
a week, and then every day He grow more

of July, ISTE Just one yonr alter thoe tereible
basttle of Gottystmieg - when Goeorge Henton
cnine rashing Into the parsonnge, his D
file with feight, saving that he had jost come
from the dimmond or publle square of the
Loy vt Bod seen one of Glen. Stewart's radi-
lerm. They were the advanosd guands of
connpany of cavalry on s rald through the
| Cumberinnd valley., Early in the morning
| they hmd besnd shots ad thele forees wory

now encamping on the hilis uu-rlu--ltl|||:|

Chinmbershurg, one of e Nourishing towns,
The elthzons were now gilthoring st the conret
| Pt hoavingg n “pariey” with same offloors
sent in pdvines oo make terms for the sure-
render of the town or 1o demand n large in-
P ety of the oMeers of the bank for s re-
domption, otherwise threntensd to barn every
house nfter pillaging the stares, Mr. Heaton
i hastened oul, deteemined Lo lenrn the worst
|onmd Lo ke arenngeiiants for the snfety of
s faendly,  Josoph sod W were engor Lo
o with Db, bat by sdvised thele remnining
with the family until his return. For more
than three years the Inhabitants hnd heard
ranors of the sdvanee of the robels, bt
hitherto no serions damnge was suffered, ex-
el by nfow of Loo's nemy, who one year
before, had march «0 through on thelr way
to the futal defent st Gettysburg, which woe
asont twenty-four miles  distant, The gov-
ernment had estabilshed sevoral hospitals In
the town, nod the cltizens had shown groat
kindoness to the slek und Kindness of both
armios. A committee of Indies were constant |
In thelr visits to these wounded men, whom
the fortune of war had lefl to the eare of stran-
gers, Every hing that tender nursing could
doy was done (o mitigate the honors of the
featrieldnd contest, and many were the loving
exprossions of mothers In the north and
south, whose sons were restored or In dying
were nol left without the convolution of
Christain tenderness and love, as they yieldod
up thelr lives away from homoe and friends,
The present enld was condueted by Gen, Mes
Canslund, who hivd previously moved on to
Hugerstown and domanded 30,000, which was
pubd nnd the town saved. The whole foree,
of which this  was the advanee under the
rebel commuandor Gen, Jubar A. Early, who
by a rapld movement, was  threatening
Washington., Meanwhile pluosdering parties
were sont on to Invikde the border towns of
Ponnsylvanin and those In Marylnnd, which
conld be reached Insafety., Mr, Hea ton soon
learned the following fmets: The rebels hay-
Ing been interruptod by the forees employed
to protect the border, did not enter the town
until Satomday morning. They had previous-
Iy taken the prechution of planting two bat-
teries In pommanding positions and In get-
ting up thelr whole eolnmn—early on Satur-
duy they opened with thelr butteries wnd fired
some hnlf n dozen shots Into the town, hut
they did no damnge: It was (his nolse whilech
hind aroused the town very soon aftor thele
Kirmishers entersd by almost every siroel
and alley ronning ont west and sonthwest,
nnd NAnding the way elear, thelr envalry, to
the number of 460 eame In under the com-
mand of Gen, MeCausland, and while the of-
fleers were reconnaltering to get a good T
gn'n with the eltlzens for tribinte, his soldlors
spent most o F thelr thime In abmost indiserime-
Inmte rohbery,  Hits, cnps,  boots, witohes,
silverwoare and everything of value were ap-
propeinted from badividosls on the strects
without coremaony, nod when s nan wins met
whose nppeatnnes lndlented o plethoris porese
woplstol would ba presented o hils hewd with
the order to “deliver!? with n dexterity thot
would bave done eredit 1o the free hooting
nocomplishments of an “finlinn Rreignnd."
Thedr ehlof rode up toa number of cltizgens
nod gnve noties that unloss L0 In groons
hacks or SHLO00 0 gold was pald in half an
hour the town would e barned, bot bo one
reaponded to his eall, and the eltizens of
Chamersburg promptly  Informed them that
they counld not amd wonld not  pay nny rn-
won. Mo hiad the conrt honse bell roang to
convene the eltizens, hoping to feighten them
Into the payment of alarge sam of money,
bt mer one et tended and ne sort of etfort was
was tnude by lndividonls or by committes to
make nny terms. Al determined that the
rebwls should Ml thelr threat to burn the
town, rather thnn that they should pay tribe-
ute, Infurlated by the determinntion of the
peaple; & major rode up toon group of thie
eltizens nndd ordered them ander arrest, This
oMecr gald they woulid be held for the pay-
maent ofthe money, and If not puld he wonld
take them to Rlichmond s hostages nnd  also
burn every house ln town.  While he was en-
denvorlng to foree them Into an offort (o raise |
the monev, his men commencsd the work of |
firing nnd they were disohnrged - when It was |
found that Intimidation would effe t nothing |
The main part of the town was enveloped
I fames in ten minates, and no time wos
glven even to remoave womoen or childron or
slek oreven the dend. No notlee of boarning
the town was communieated 1o any one, but
Hke Infurlated flonds, the work of destries. |
tlon was  commenesd,  They  divided Into |
sopumds  and fired every other, and |
otlen  erery house, 10 they presented any
prospect of plander they would beast In the
door with tron bhnes or heavy plank, stush
npany furnitare with un ns, throw Mulil or |
oll apon Hand ply the matel, They wlinost
Invariably entered every room of each bolise
rifled the drawers of bhuarean's, approprintod
money,  Jewelry, walehes amd any other
v onbiles, mod often would present pistols o |

|tl|-I|--mlnm Ivianles, e ad woomoen and

A annnded money or thele Hves, o neirly
B!t the Instances they demamded owners Lo
annsot thelr property, nnd In cases 11 wos
done and the property buraed. The muain ob- |
Jeet of the men secnied to bo plumder, not w |
house csenped  pilinge, all were plundered of
evervthing that could be enrried away, In
most cusesghotses woere enterad in the rindest |
munner, and no time whatever allowed even
for fumilles to esonpe, mueh loss Lo skve any-
thidg. Many families ol the atmost dim-
oulty to get themselves snd  thelr ehilbdren
out in thoe, and pot oneshadf v so niieh s
A change of elothing with them. They would |
rush from store to store, 10 rob aod always |
fire the bullding wlonee ln order 10 Keep the
furoily from deteeting thelr robibery. Feeblo l
and o' ploss wornen wnd chilldren were tros sl
Hkebirutes, told Insultinglyfto get out or burn
evon the slek wore not spared, Sevoral 1n-
vallds hind to be earrled out e the red Bames |
Heked thelr conobies, Thus the work of de-
struction continuwmd for two hours; more thin
half the town +ommdld the wikd [
glisre of the Names, the shrieks of the women
und ehildren, and often louwder than all the
terrible blaspheny of the rebels, consplired to
present such n seene of horror, us hns never
ey witnessed by the present generation.
Noone was spured save by acoldent, The
widow and the futherioss eried and pleadod
In vain that they would be homoless and
helploss, & rude osih would ¢lose all hope of

e Joft In the core of o Mr. Frooman, whose
frm was only n fow mitles from Shippens -

welnry tenvelors, now 1o destitnte, renchisl
the home of thelr hospitable feiend. o
Beard of the disaster and himd seen the romd
erowded with the flecing refigees he himl nl-
remidy tadeen Tnto Wls barn s nimberof waonmen
Wil ehitideen, W, Heaton and his family
were  ax lendorly eared  for an the el |

lImn.-. Iowne hite In the svening when iy

| rnmstanees woull permit,. After 0 heanrty

meal, dariog which the exelting seones of the |
diny wore reconnted, the wenry travelors wepe

il 1o rost thelr Hmba, on beds spreead  In

ithe lawer pooms of the honse,  Every poom

Wy woke #0 Tortannbe ns

tor it porney shieltor for the night. The

terribile seones'of thedny  amd the exelioe-

miend throneh which they had passod dmove

slowvp from tmany eves, Dovoot thunkslness

went up o the Mivine ruler for e proseryvel, |
with no bitter though's toward the fo , there

punisement was loft to Him whose v .
mare terribile o wrnth, who  hins deslnrod

“yongeanes in mine, 1T will ropay ™ Late nl |
night the y lenrned by gl ives s iving every

o thnt the rebels oad all dopartod nond thnt

the union forees were In eapld  parsait, Tt

wis not many months after the socnes |l"""|
related, that the national nemios wore victor |
fons over all the foss of the repablle, and  the
notion hnd washed ont In Blood ane of s
grontost 8ins, that  of holding thele follow
menin the elains of sinvery., Desides, the
supremacy of the federnl union wns restornsd
nrl the rebellions, through greal suffering
wore tnueht obadienee to the lnws of Giod and
man, First sulimisslon o “the powers that
he," which nre ordalned of God amd next the
loving of onr nolghbors as ourselves, and the
dolng unto ofthors as wo would have them do
it ue'

Ax koon as peaos wis agnin restored o the
valley nnd the peonle wers nssured of protee-
thon for thelr familles and homes, nearly all
the fugntives returned. A foew of thelr hus.
bands had boen mnde prisoners by the encimy
nnd wore retalned an hostages, and 11 wis
manv weinry months before they were re.
lensed by nwn exchange of prisoners, Thelr
sufforings wers ofton extrema from the eruel
trentment they recolved and the absoonce of
siMclont food and sholter—all this Intensi-
flad by the 1th of erowded eneampments and
the Intense hent of n soathern elimate, Many
never relurned, but perished, miserably n
the plnces of thalr confinement.  As the fugl-
tives entored the town what a seene of desso-
Intion met thelr eyes, nothing romained of
thelr former hnppy homes but black  wnd
crambling walls and desolnted gardens and
flelds, The patriotio states furthor north con-
tribuited Hberally towards prossing  wants,
they had not felt the tron heel of the war as
the horder stites wore now fesling, and their
henrts wors moved with compassion. Tt s true
they s nt thou andsofnoble fathers &l s s
Lo peerish tn bt He but the foe was not st their
doard,  The nobile state of Pennsylvanin made
Hihernl appraprintions for the rebullding of
thelr homes.  Within a venr nrose n new elty,
Bt nu e by mingle, by the unsubdued cours
nEe afthe peaplic. OF coure no money conld re.
plinvee the preclous rel'on of the pastand works
afnrt which hind boen teansmitted throuh
many genoentions; Inmany Instanees brought
| oo thelr homes In the old warld, The
| Hentons fully expectad to see only the rulne
of thelr honse, hat to thele great surepreise and
Ioy they foumd that by the grent exertions of
the  nelghbors who  remndnid, the fire was
confined to the homse aljoinleg, and beyvond
the rabibery of o fow nretleles of vislue ne aothoer
dunnge wis stixtalned,  Sad Indeed wers Lhe
storfes told hilm of the eonduet of the Invadors
whe, deiven to desperntion, by the losses thoy
Bl wnstadnesd by thae fraquent ynkds of the nn-
Homal foroes into thele own borders, wero de
termined o lenve anly a track of desolintion
an the rond of thele detrent.  The house of nn
ol and feoble man of elghty  was entored,
wnd hoeansa his wife earnestly  remonstratod
ngninst the bnrning, thov Ared the room,
hurted her into 1t and looked the doar on the
et slde, Hor danghtor resousd her by burst-
Ing in the door before hier clothing wns an
fire, The widow of s national solidler whio
had no menns of support, g0t on her Knees
nnd begged to save hor and her e ones
froom the fng of rebel wrath, but while she
was thus plesding for morey, they fred her
Httle honse and stole ten dollars, the only
money she hed In the world,  An onged eitl)-
gem, prosteated by siek ness so thist he was un-
able to be out of bed, plend In valn to be
spared o ha-eihle donth In the Names of hils
own house, hut they Inughed at his terror nod

ey —

MISS MARIE JANSEN'S

Famous Song from ERMINIE. . *

THIS AFTERNOON AT FOUR. -

We take pleasure in offering to our readers, through our columnas this week, by permission of the owner
and publisher, Mr. R. A. Saalfeld, Union Square, Now York, the famous song entitled ** This Aflernoon
at Four." It i sung mghtly, with vound after round of applause, by the popular soubrelle, Miss Marie

Jansen, in the Opera of Erminie, al the New York Casino Thealre,

after D, 8 By MAX FREEMAN.,
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tow, Thea to My dross coquette, White ja-co « notte, Powdor'd hair like mil-ler's
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the dance we go,
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IHis suit  so0 neat, Don't he look sweet? Like s no - ble man he
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Bilk and striped hose, Turn up my nose, Like a fash-lon - & - ble

Ia - dy,
My poar-a - sol Looks gay and dvall, And a

bo- quet of Jack ro - ses,
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' CHORUS AND DANCE.
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And the band «will play s0 charm-ing Valse and Min-u - ef, Valse and Min-u - of
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Min-u - et, They will play an air-y, fair-y Valseand Minwu - of, Alr-y, fair-y Minu - et

el the budlding. Only through the Kindly
effort of some feicnds he was earrlsd  away Lo
safely. Thewife of n Jewaler Iny dend, nnd
nthongh they wore shown the dend body,
they plied the tareh and buarned the house, ‘
A nelghbor held ber dying bube In her arms
wod plond in valn to spare hor house, Such
nre soma of th horerors of clvil war, which
oven the hilgh elvilizgatlon of the nineteenth |
contury hiss not been able to subdoae—If anly
the memory of these sl thimes will soften |
the hearts of the new generation ns they  ris »
it mny be that pesce and good will to all men |
may yel provall.

The mince pie was a Christmas favor-
ite in the time of the poet Herrick, who
wrote of it

The while the meet (s a-shredding
For the rmre mineo ple,
And the plums stand by
To (il the paste that's a-kneeding, |

e —

The Day Before Christumns. |

Fat Turkey—Ive been living high
lately, Wonder what's the mutter,
\\'lu;t is this Christuuss business any-
wi

Thin Turkey (who has consumption)—
You will know before night; w, tal

Telephoue at the Covnign office s 955,

USKEFULL, AND SKENSIBLELE
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——==(CHRISTMAS PRESENTS==

—F5 1253+ AT TILE £ SF

Silk Mufflers,

Cashmere Mufflers, Silk Handkerchiefs,

Silk Ties, Plush Ties,

{ Elegant Silk Umbrellas,:

Fur Caps,

—

lothing Hiouse

And several other articles in Fine Furnishing Goods suitable for Holiday 8ifts, which

we are selling at exceedingly low prices,

GLOBE ONE-PRICE CLOTHING HOUSE,

Corner O and 10th,

E. M. EISFELD & CO., Props.




