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the old year folded its wings like the Arabs and
silently passed out under a blanket of snow. The
New Year just another day, stretch of weeks and
months to come, n year one day longer than the
last. Candidates for office to appear on the scene,
nationally, state and locally. Another year as other
e heen. Time rolls on leaving a toll of dead
and new born the Some friend,
some dear one will close their eyes in the sleep of

vears hav

habes along way

until the clouds are no more. So it is as we travel
life's highway.
L ]

Recently it was noted in this department of
The Frontier that only in O'Neill could be found
such notables as the four or five listed. Maybe some
Old Timer may ask where but in O'Neill could be
found a Net Mitchel, a Clara Wrede, a Sliver Triggs
and a Tracy Gwin!

Editorial

“Age of The Shoddy”

Wahoo Newspaper — Darrel Ludi, editor

““This was the era, domestically, when every-
thing was half done; the era, in foreign affairs,
when nothing was done right because nobody seem-
ed to care enough to exercise the foresight and
take the pains to see that it was done right. This
was the time when the job on the car was always

half finished, the yardwork was overpriced and
underdone, the bright new gadget broke down a
week after you got it home, the prices climbed

higher and higher as the quality got less and less,
and the old-fashioned rule of a fair bargain for a
fair price indeed old-fashioned, for it never
applied to anything. The great Age of the Shoddy
came upon America after the war, and Everybody
Wants His became the guiding principle for far

WAas

too many."'

Thus Allen Drury describes this postwar era,
in his novel “Advise and Consent” a work in
which he uses fiction to present an extraordinarily
revealing picture of Washington's political, diplo-
matic and social worlds.

The accuracy of his indictment is undeniable.
Yet, in the immediate postwar years, it was pos-
sible to find seemingly valid excuses. The relaxa-
tion of war tensions resulted, naturally enough, in

emotional and financial excesses. An attitude of
“live for today and never mind tomorrow' be-
came general. On the purely material side, the

lifting of wartime restrictions on industrial produc-

tion created an eager and apparently insatiable
market for almost anything, no matter how poor the
quality or exorbitant the price

'y situation spent itself in a reason-
for

Had this

able time there would have been small cause
worry. But who can honestly deny that the dark
picture Mr. Drury paints is still in the funda-

all the details the picture that
country?

The problem, of course, a normal problem.
The Prot nt Episcopal Bishop of Michigan, the
Rt. Reverend Richard Emrich, speaks for church-

nll “Every-

not

thi

1S

mentals, 1
emains in
15
sta

men of the denominations when he says:

where I travel T hear arguments, but I never hear
moral argument, with someone saying, ‘this is
wrong, or unjust, or dishonest, and I will have
nothing to do with it.” I think we are floundering

as a people.”
And there lies the tragedy. For the basic
strencth of any nation is its moral strength. All
e weapons, all the productive capacity, all the
MO { earth, cannot save a people from ulti-
mate destruction if their moral fiber decays, their
na 1l character rots, and they sink into an abyss
of ierinl indifferences, selfishness, avarice, greed.
A short time ago the television scandals, center-

ing around rigged quiz shows, captured the nation-
al headlines and were publicized the world around.
The Saturday Evening Post has devoted a full-page
editorial to the matter in which it makes a big
and often overlooked point. It offers no excuses
for the deceit—'those who have been damned by
the revelations deserved to be damned.”” But, the
Post also says “*. . . we believe that the importance
of their guilt has been wildly exaggerated, the sig-
nificance of their guilt almost wholly overlooked

What is important is that we recognize the
televis.on scandals for what they are—a symptom

of the declining standards of moral behavior in the
United States, that twinge in the national belly that
warns of deep-seated malignancy in the body po-
litic."" And those declining standards, it goes on,
can be found in some form and in some degree
virtually everywhere—in schools, professions, the
labor unions, business and the government,

So much for the indictments. There is a bright
side. It is found in the fact that more and more
people, in public and private discussion, are talking
about the problem, thinking about it, worrying
about it. An English observer of the American
scene observed that the television mess may prove
to be of enormous benefit—by awakening the Amer-
ican people to the extent and character of moral
decay, and removing the blinders from their eyes.
The American people have been awakened to many
kinds of dangers in the past, and have met them
with wrath, with courage and with understanding.

And that is the hope—that there will be a moral
revival in this country, a cleaning of dirty houses.
Failing that, everything else is doomed to fail.

Fewer Use More .
Blair Enterprise

It's an odd fact of the revolution in agriculture
that while the number of families on farms de-
clines, purchases of farm equipment, automobiles
and trucks reached new highs., This is revealed in

studying the Balance Sheet of Agriculture, 1959,
a publication of the USDA, treating the assets and |
linbilities of the nation's agriculture as one

huge |
enterprise, |

Purchases of machinery and motor vehicles in-
percent in 1958 over 1957, with farmers |
spending $3.6 billion. This figure is exceeded mnl_\'I
by buying in 1949, 1950 and 1951. I

On January 1, 1959, farm machinery and motor |
were valued at §18.4 billion—six percent
more than a year earlicr. Farmers are estimated

i : 0
creased 23

vehicles

to have bought 188 thousand tractors, 45 thousand
comhines, 60 thousand pickup balers and 22 thou-
sand field forage harvesters in 1958,

Depreciation of farm machinery, and motor ve-
hicles is now a major farm expense figured |

at $3.5 billion of the §20.6 billion *farm production |

costs in 1958, exclusive of wages, rent and interest |
m mortrages, |

A million and a half tractors were on farms |
in 19340. This jumped to 3.4 million in 1950: and
.75 million in 1959. Farm trucks totalled a mi n

plus in 1840; 2.2 million in 1950: and three million
in 1959

Farmers owned 190 tho in 1940;
million by
were 110 thousand corn pickers in 1940;

than half a in 1950; 750

thousand by 1959.

1sand combines

14 thousand in 1950: and

1959

just over a

There
slightly less

million and

Pickup balers and forage harvesters were not
listed in 1940, but by 1950 there were 196 thousand
pickup balers and 81 thousand forage harvesters
on farms; and by 1959, 610 thousand and 264 thou-
sand, respectively.

Fewer farmers on fewer farms of larger acre-
age per farm (and fewer acres in field crops) have
produced more food and fiber than the nation is
able to use.

Farm trucks, automobiles and equipment use
an amount of steel annually equal to all passenger

Wednesday night at 11:55 a call |

Lht‘ was received here for assistance

in battling flames that broke out

in the two story frame public
school building in Inman. One of
the most violent winds started
blowing from the north an hour

or more before, and when the call
came the storm was at its zenith.
The building was completely de-
stroyed. . . .Marilyn, one year old

daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Ralph
Ernst, on Friday mounted an
overturned bucket and desperate-
ly tried to mnsert one of her feet
in a paper bag. She tumbled off
the bucket and was taken to a

doctor. He found his young patient
suffered a broken shoulder bone
. . . .Several people drove to Pad-

dock to charivari Mr. and Mrs
Ray Prouty. Upon reaching the
place they discovered the newly

weds were not there, so they pro-
ceeded on to Spencer, where they
found the young couple at the
home of Ray's father, Harry|
Prouty. . . .Marriage licenses: Gor-
don Harper, Page and Marie Bee- |
leart, Orchard; Robert Freed, At-|
kinson and Irene Zahradnicek, At-|
kinson: George Stanek, Amelia,
and Mary Malloy, Atkinson, Thel- |
ma Riley, O'Neill and James|
Cronk, Page.

10 YEARS AGO

|
Miss daughter |

Mr.

Janice Jarman,

of and Mrs. E. M.

e e O NNy - e e

Never has a motor car been endowed with as many

immediately see it in the fluent symmetry of its
styling . . . in the distinction and excellence of its
Fleetwood interiors . . . in the technical perfection

qeat-grandehildren and one great-
great- grandchild. The others are
Mrs. Siders, Mrs. Charles Russell,
Mrs. Duane Sukup, and Lynda Jo

Sukup. Mr. and Mrs. John
Kenny  observed open-house  Sun-
day, January 2, in honor of their
Mth wedding anniversary. ‘
2nd Lt. Robert Berigan, son of!
vir. and Mrs. James Berigan of

Atkinson and a former St Joseph's
hall basketball great, 1s serving
as squardron communications of-

ficer with the air force at a base |
in Japan.
Letters
to the

Editor

December ].EJ.’JE!'Ir
Editor |
I'he Frontier
)'Neill, Nebr.
Dear Sir:
Please discontinue my subscrip-

| tion to your excellent paper, whicl,

have been receiving for the past
years.

I was raised there but have
been away for forty-two years.
Practically all of those years I've
lived In Seattle, Wash.

The only reason I

want the

Jarman, | paper discontinued is that I dol had never before dreamed of if 1

e

facets of elegance as the Cadillac for

VISIT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED
A. MARCELLUS CHEVROLET CoO..

rms speculation of several months
that he would be a candidate for
(yovernor. |

The Humboldt native has long
been prominent in  Republican
cireles and is currently chairman
f its Finance and Budget Com-
mittee. A veteran of World Wan
II, he has been active in Ameri-

an Legion circles and served his
home town post as commander in
1952-53 and was commander of
the Nebraska Department in
1956-57.

Senator  Cooper
farm he owns and operates near
Humboldt, and is an officer in
the flour and feed mill concern |
that has been in the Cooper fami-

lives on the

ly for 80 years. Married, he and
Mrs, Cooper have two children, |
a married daughter 29, and a

son 27. The family belongs to thel
Episcopal church. |

He has been a town councilman |
of Humboldt, presidemt of the
Humboldt Chamber of Commerce,
president of the Humboldt Rotary
Cluh, active in Richardson County
Red Cross, Selective Service, and
March of Dimes.

In making his announcement
Cooper stated *‘The first answe:
to our tax problems is efficicney

in government.” On more indus.
try for Nebraska: *“‘The cham-
bers of commerce, councils, may

ors, development corporations will
receive a type of cooperation they

Unsurpassed quality
1 ... backed by the mak-
er of "AMERICA’S FIN-
EST GAS RANGE" ...

4 Prices Start

;». ; at Only
o 5199%
- ~ INSTALLED

* Terms to fit Any Budget

Try it Free in Your Own Home

Choose your Roper

« «. TRY IT FOR 30 DAYS

.+« NO CHARGE
.+« NO OBLIGATION

KANSAS-NEBRASKA

Natural Gas Company Inc

For Dependable GAS Service

1960. You

of its coach-craflting .

. and you quickly sense it in
the ecase and rhythm of the car in motion. Stop in at
your authorized Cadillac dealership for a personal
inspection and demonstration. You’ll discover

that now is a wonderful time to order your Cadillac.

(Zuditline’ DEALER
127 No. 4th St., O'Neill, Nebr.




