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By Oliver Freed, Woonsocket, (8. D.) News

The waste of time, effort and money often con-
nected with Christmas shopping would make an
efficiency expert weep.

There is, for instance, the case of Mrs. Q., whose
daughter Susie Q. urgently dispatched to S. Claus
an order for a Millie McCoy Doll.

A real Millie McCoy Doll, and no substitutes
accepted Susie Q had made her wishes most
forceful and specific.

As the Yuletide drew alarmingly close the alert
Mrs. Q. noticed in the '“‘Metropole Times" that a
real Millie MeCoy Doll could be had in a Metropolis
store for the bargain price of $9.98.

So Mrs. Q. sent her husband to work, walking,
hired a baby sitter for Susie Q, and set out in the
family auto for Metropolis some sixty miles distant.

Sure enough, Mrs. Q. did find a Millie MeCoy
«oll, although Millie was somewhat bedraggled,
having been poked at by gquite a number of the
10,564 hurried Metropolis shoppers. And sure enough
Millie McCoy cost only $9.98.

Or rather, Millie cost only 9.98 when Mrs. Q.
aid not take In consideration related costs such as
pay for Susie Q's baby sitter, city lunch money,
gasoline and parking plus other auto expenses, and
six hours of Mrs. Q's valuable time.

A fairly good accountant could have shown that
the purchase of a Millie McCoy doll in Metropolis
cost Mrs. Q. well over $20.

This may have been all right, considering the
importance of the Millie McCoy doll to Susie Q.
The tragedy was that all the time in a local store
only two blocks from the Q. home a genuine Millie
McCoy Doll was readily available at the bargain
price of $9.98

But who could blame Mrs. Q? She is just a
typical woman who depends upon advertising as
a guide to shopping and her local merchant had
not kept her informed through adver tising.

What Constitutes Literary Filth?
Rock County Leader — Bassett, Nebr.

We are hearing quite a lot these days concern-
ing smut in the mails and on the newsstands. Ad-
mittedly it is a situation that needs some attention
from postal authorities and from parents alike.

There has been an increase in the amount of
questionable material going through the mail and
getting into the hands of the youth of the country.

But just what constitutes literary filth? It seems
to be a matter of personal opinion as to what smut
is. One person may believe a certain piece of writ-
ing is filthy, while the next may not find it ob-
jectionable

If one is really looking for offensive writings
he can find it in most of our classic literature. After
all. we all must learn to live with the facts of life
because they have heen with us from the beginning
and will continue until the end. The facts of sex
portrayed in a healthy atmosphere are not filthy.

Also how far can censorship of alleged indecent
materials go without abridging the freedom of
speech and freedom of the press, which are guar-
anteed by our constitution

The whole question is somewhat like prohibition
of the old days. Those who wanted to drink found
the proper ingredients somewhere. And today those
who are ineclined to want to read racy magazines
or books, will somehow manage to get them.

We do not believe that removing magazines and
paperbacked novels from the magazine racks in
Bassett will stop anyone from obtaining them if
they want them.

And while we're at it let's don't condemn the

kids too much, for many homes have so-called filthy I

writing around-—brought home by the adults.

We also believe there is less juvenile delin-
quency in Bassett than most towns of its size and
certainly less than larger cities. In fact, we think
Bassett is a good, clean town in which to raise a
family.

If the magazines have been so bad, how is it
that our young people are so well-behaved?

One more thing. In the case of our local news-

stand we believe the proprietor should be told who |
|
his accusers are. In fact, the accusers should be

willing to stand up and be counted rather than re-
main nameless. This kind of action is as bad as
the allegations concerning the magazines.

At any rate, because of the hulabaloo, one can-
not buy magazines in Bassett today—good or bad.

Political Programs Unreal
Oakland Independent

Too often political programs are not based on
realities. A good example is found in legislation
dealing with labor questions and wages. With a
presidential election year ahead it is a top card. The
fact that jobs depend first on operating industries

is given secondary consideration. The drive for a
higher national minimum wage law goes on. It
makes no difference how high the wage is already.
The fact that conditions vary from state to state,
and from business to business, is waved aside —
it's not good political thunder.

The present national minimum wage was re- |
cently raised 75 cents to $1 an hour. Now the drive
is on to raise it to $1.25 — the next step will be $1.50 |
or $2.00 and on up. Unskilled persons will find it
harder and harder to get work where they can learn
a trade while being paid. Automation will be given
a further boost.

It will pay the people to recognize a few of the
realities today instead of being fooled by political hot
air, For a little while at least give wages a chance
to advance normally due to experience and produc-
tion ability.

JAMES CHAMPION, Editor and Co-Publisher
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Table model phone —choose from 8
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What a thoughtful gift for someone you
love . .. 80 handy . .. so handsome . . . 80
useful every day of the year!

Mom will thank you for the convenience
of her kitchen extension — in her favorite
color! Sister will be thrilled with her smart
bedroom phone for those “personal” calls,
Dad, too, will like his own extension phone
in his workshop or den.

You can give extension phones to friends
or relatives wherever they may be living and
arrange to have the modest charges billed
to you. We'll be glad to gift-wrap your phone,
and installation can be made before or after
Christmas, as you wish. Call your telephone
business office now for details.

decorator colors

SCARVES

$" 98 - $298

Small Ones
Neck Scarves

BLOUSES

Drip Dry - Cotton - Crepe
SHIP 'N SHORE and TERRY brands

$398 - $598

GLOVES

Cottons and Leather

$1.00 $298 " $598
$1.00

Cardigan, Slipover

Bulkies 8.98—-10.98
In beautiful colors

ROBES

lannel - Corduroy
Nylon Quilted
Short only

$598 to $1498

PURSES
$9298 to $598

plus tax

SWEATERS HALE SLIPS

e e 2 N 2 3 -
Fancies 3.98—17.98 White, Red Spice,
Cinnamon, Blue
Frost, Black,

Ivory Rose,

for Holidays

Small
Berkshire and Hanes Medium
Seamless and Stretch Large

$135 to $165

NYLONS

$400 to

As for the youth of our country, who some al-
lege are being debauched by modern day writings,
perhaps it is better to have such things in the open
for all to see. All of us are human, and when some-
one takes something away from us we become all

WOOL SLACKS $598
$598 to $1098 |
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