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Prairieland Talk

The Silver Tongue

By ROMAINE SAUNDERS, 4110

0 Ne | g
that have brought some of the I'e
to tell us how 1o te. Now nothing doing and 1
political spellbinders 15t rodeos and other sSports
It was a weekend day more
than fifty years ago. The home ,
of A. F. Mullen on north First
street just off of Douglas was
decorated with flags in respect
to an honored guest, the not-

able, William Jennings Bryan,
had come to town to wag his
silver tongue in oratory-as only
Bryan could and point out to
his hearers as he stood on a
platform at Fourth and Douglas
streets our duties as citizens.
Another national notable to
come to O'Neill to stand in the upper room of the
old court house and preach Democratic party doc-
trine was J. Sterling Morton, at one time a member
of the president’'s cabinet, and the Nebraska pat-
riot who gave us Arbor Lodge and Arbor Day—now
about forgotten. And then the most noted one of
all, Theodore Roosevelt, the South Dakota rancher
and cowboy, the Rough Rider who licked the Span-
ish army down in Cuba, who served as president
of the U. S. and wound up a great career as a Bull
Moose. The Northwestern train on which Roosevelt
was heading east stopped long enough to let the
noted passenger come out and make us a speech.
“Teddy'' was more of a doer than a platform
speaker, but his brief visit and cordial greeting of
the O'Neill crowd was well received. Even Mike

Harrington joined in the cheers.
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Saunders

About a foot of snow in Colorado, 140-mile-an-
hour winds in some southern states, 70 degrees be-

low zero at the South Pole, the sun glows in golden

glory this calm last day of September on prairie-
land
- L] .
Roosters crow and morning dawns, thén noon
and soon comes night. Short bright autumn days

and wild ducks take to flight., Long nights for slum-

ber and rest as time lays in our lap its very best
all night then lu“ out and

Asleep and at rest long,

face life's duties brave \Il'lli strong !
3 L L]
The poet writes of the fuce upon the floor. I see
a face, not on a floor, but in front of me. A face

upon which the cares and struggles of life had left
their wrinkles, but a face touched with a smile of
memories of ind there along the way,
and a face lighied with the glow of life beyond this
vale of tears. Th !t face was the face of my pioneer
pIIlItlt‘lIm(l mothe
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Atkinson Water

The time is coming for a major change in the
regulations governing the use of ground water for
irrigation projects in Nebraska

For several years now professors at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska College of Law have reminded
their students that they must keep abreast of re-
cent developments that are sure to make major
changes in the way the farmer is allowed to use
his wells for irrigation.

The Conservation and Survey Division of the
University is also winding up their long project of
mapping underground water in the state. Of course,
the day may never come when all we will have
to do is to look at a map and determine whether
or not water can be pumped economlically, but a
good indication of the general water table system
in the state will be available,

The Frontier believes that a sound set of regu-
lations governing the use of underground water is
an absolute necessity. We have heard reports that
the water has dropped south of the giant irrigation
projects near Atkinson Of Atkinson
dents with wells of their own (in the town and near
it) would be quick to notice any change in their
systems. Just how many of these and we
have heard this quite informally do
not know.

course, 1'esi-

reports

are rue, we

However, it stands to reason that with the pre-
cipitation deficiency during the first 2 months of
1959 (added to the deficiency in the fall and winter
of the previous year) some of subsoil
moisture was experienced.

shortage

This has made it difficult for non-irrigated crops
in some parts of the state to carry through the hot
months of August and resulted in a higher rate of
pumping.

the real

the

Here's
director of

to E. C. Reed,
and Survey Division:

rub according
Conservation

there has been

levels during the

“*Although some recovery in
groundwater last few years, this
rise has not been enough to giyve us assurance that

we will not have difficulty in some areas if we are
faced with a prolonged dry period again,” he said.
We will bet the farmer and rancher in Holt
and surrounding counties understand that state-
ment. It sounds almost as though Mr. Reed has
spent some tume here in the county.
Just when and from where regulations governing

the use of ground water will gome, it is too early
to tell. An angry farmer might start it off. A leg-
islator could start the ball rolling just as easily.
But it's coming. The day is near at hand when
the laws will be upon us. We think it's high time
What You Preach
Last weck, Jeiry Petsche, editor
tier, was apprehended on highway 275 belween
Ewing and O'Neillfor speeding by officer Robert
Gude,

It is discouraging to note that he was in a hurry
to get home from a Ewing football game—it's the
kind of carelessness that can cause death.

But it is partigularly discouraging to note that
the editorial page sometimes includes traffic safety
warnings. Practice what you preach, Mr. Petsche!
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South 51st St., Lincoln 6, Nebr.

: I 11 p by air to Florida she

i at | 10SK work again where I' have oc-
P ion y from time to time. Much of office desk
work is done today by the ladies, maybe because
they can do a better job of it. This lady at whose
desk I stood for a brief time today, is herself, a
wife and mother, a native of Florida where she
went to visjt her aged mother. Daughter and son

vou can go where mother or father sits alone facing
life’s sunset. This lady office worker of whom 1
write was happy to be back in her Nebraska home.
It was wet and stormy in sunny Florida.

. - -

Two swift moving cars carrying human freight
arrived at a Hall county reoad intersection at one
and the same time. A wife and mother and her
young son lay today under the sod in the abode of
the dead, husband and father injured and grief
stricken. Death along the road lays a silent hand
upon a loved one. We see the headlines in the news, |
take a fleeting glance down the column of the tra-
gic tale, turn to other news stories unmindful of the
throbbing heartstrings of those who mourn.
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The mail carrier leaves us a paper and an en-
velope with something enclosed. Picking up the
paper we look over the news stories, at last pick
up the envelope, open it and take out a slip of paper,
the first that catches our eye printed on that slip
of paper is, pay to the order of—well, here’'s a
check, the most important thing in the mail that |
day. Then a trip up town to clutch in eager hands
the filthy lucre that check gives you!

* * *

Morning, noon and night—count that day a failure
when at set of sun vou recall no worthy deed done.
leaves home

Mr. H. E. Eno, my son-in-law, at
5:15 each morning Monday through Friday, and
is one of a group of five Lincoln ecitizens who drive
daily to and from Millard, just out of Omaha, and
take up their duties at the great Western Electric
plant which, until recently, was an important in-
dustry in the Capital City, Mr. Eno being with the
company for some fifteen years. This group of
five Western Electric men pile into one car and
drive the 50 miles each morning and are back at
their homes, in Lincoln by 5 o’clock in the evening.

Carryin, modern  industry requires travel.
Traveling out of Denver going west some time ago
many 50 and 60 miles out headed for Den- |
to carry on their day's work and business.
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Table Drop?

No Representation
(From Ainsworth Star-Journal
that our friends in the Mid-State recla-
district are getting a taste of Donnie Me-
Ginley's “sure I'm for you, I'm just not
that way'' techniques.

He has now put his arm around their shoulder,
spoken of his “guarded optimism," and said that he
didn't believe the Mid-State irrigation bill should be
taken to the floor of Congress now and should in-
stead wait until the members of Congress are in an
atmosphere more favorable to reclamation projects.

Now we ask—where is he going to place the
blame for the “‘unfavorable” attitude toward recla-
mation projects? It seems that we recall that he
was the thirty pieces of gold fellow who had *“‘per-
about the project in his district
tion project in the Missouri
river basin—the Ainsworth Project, and had it tem-
porarily blocked by his failure to support it, despite
the fact that his poll proved that the majority of
the people involved wanted the project, and despite
the fact that he had previously stated that the peoll
results would determine the course he would follow.

The Mid-State people may remember those
‘guarded optimism' words as they come to realize
that the fourth Congressional distriet has no ‘‘re-
presentative’” in the House of Representatives.
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misgivings"'
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Don't Understand
There is a little 2-year old girl here in O'Neill
that doesn't have her puppy any more.
Someone ran over the dog and it was necessary

to shoot it. The driver didn't bother to stop.

Note to unknown driver: Little girls about that
age form about the same attachment fo a dog as
they do other little children their age. Little chil-
dren her age don’'t understand your sort.

Neither do we.

Congratulations

The Frontier sends its congratulations to Mon
signor Timothy O’'Sullivan, St, Patrick’s pas{or.

He has devoted himself to the spiritual needs
of thousands of persons in the O'Neill are

The decision of Pope John XXTIII doesn't sur
prise us a bit. A look at his record (see page 1) and

his past history convinces you quickly
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Nr-w motoring distinction and pleasure await you in Lincoln
for 1960. New
ing beauty—and new luxury is
It is the

Ewjoy the “town car” elegance
of the lururious new Lincoln

“town car’ elegance enhonces Lincoln's endur-
reflected in every aspect of

its handsome interiors. finest Lincaln in forty years.
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