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Faulty Laws Reflect on Agency

On very nearly the eve of the start of the | would choose it, of the nine justices on the Unit-
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lature,

and dean of the last session, fired several salvos |

at the state education department.

His criticism was published in virtually every
daily newspaper in the state, many weeklies and
was aired on television and radio.

well-qualified observer.

Senator Nelson 1s a
It is not his nature to attack unless provoked |
into doing s0.

Said Senator Nelson:

“In my opinion, the state education depart-

ment during the past eight years has helped to
sponsor and enact more unconstitutional legisla-
tion than any other department of slate govern-
ment."”

“History of some of this faulty legislation runs
like this: The law goes into force and is applied.
Ultimately some individual or group comes
along takes the matter to court and finally the
unconstitutionality is proved.

“1 refer to the blanket tax
ago, declared unconstitutional.

“The law in regard to the state reorganiza-
tion committee passing on redistricting plans in
counties with the petitions bearing signatures of
55 percent of the legal voters in the districts af-
fected. That law was thrown out last spring.

“The state education department's regula-
tions concerning school inadequacies have been
declared unconstitutional.

“The Amelia test case is now in the hands
of the state supreme court. The two grade
Amelia high school in my opinion has very
strong constitutional grounds.

“There have been other instances.

“Irony of this faulty legislation lies in the
fact that I have branded some of these measures
unconstitutional during their making, both off
and on the floor, but apparently failed to get my
point across.

“Delegates to the lay conferences on educa-
tion have complained to me that these conferences
are stacked and are conducted by professional
educators trying to impose their own will.

“] am seriously concerned about some of
these tendancies although, granted, some realign-
ment of school districts is needed because of
population shifts.”

Senator Nelson has been friendly to the Ne-
braska Small Schools association since the organ-
ization was founded. State Education Commis-
sioner F. B. Decker has labeled the association
as a “noisy minority”.

The small schools association is growing by
leaps and bounds because it represents organi-
zed opposition to the K-12 proposal to redistrict
by compulsion rather than by local voluntary
methods.

State Education Commissioner Decker re-
sorted to double-talk to deny some of the Nel-
son charges, but Nelson's phrases were studied
and carefully worded and, as far as The Fron-
tier is concerned, they were accurate and pointed.
Judging from Decker’s naive retort, the senator’s
charges must have hurt.

Senator Nelson’s review of faulty legislation,
spawned in the ranks of the education hierarchy,
very likely will serve as a storm signal for rural
Nebraskans, most of whom do not want K-12 or
any other high-handed legislation shoved down
their throats. And K-12 would arm the state-
house do-gooders with the power to decide what
they seem to think is good for us and our own.

law a few years

Warren's Views Prevail

It is fair to say that Chief Justice Earl War-
ren has recently come into the limelight as one
of the most liberal, or left wing, as the reader

ed States supreme court,

It was Warren who was appointed by Presi- |

dent Eisenhower

Justice Arthur Vanderbilt
of the New Jersey supreme court.

It is that Justices
Douglas are—in
other

agreed
Black
than

generally
and Hugo
opinion—further left
highest U.S. court.
In fact, Warren has been increasingly in the
minority in recent days, and is found often on
the Douglas or Black side of a minority opinion.
All of which agaln raises the question of the
supreme court's ultimate power. There is no
doubt but that the supreme court has increasad
its authority in the last few and—for

William
the majority
members of the

decades

|

Veridgre Burial

for Adolph Hrbek

VERDIGRE — Funeral services
for Adolph Hrbek, 81, a lifelong

resident of Knox county, were

| conducted Tuesday, December 18,

]

at the ZCBJ hall here. Burial
was in the ZCBJ cemetery.
The late Mr. Hrbek, who was

. _ over such conservative -'*“d! born May 5, 1875, at Pischelville,
| outstanding jurists as

died Friday, December 14, in the
Creighton hospital. His wife,
Marie, died in 1943.

Survivors include: Sons—Hen-
ry of Minneapolis, Minn.; Sylvyn
of Richmond, Calif.; Milton of
Verdigre; daughters—Mrs. Joseph

B. (Rose) Klappal of Austin,
Minn.; Mrs. Emil (Bertha) Klap-
pal of Winner, S.D, and Mrs.|

Emil J. (Evelyn) Cejda of Okla-
homa City, Okla.; 18 grandchil-
dren; 20 great-grandchildren.

various reasons—various groups, bloes and sen- | Bride-Elect Feted —

ators and congressmen wish to have the power
of the court curbed or controlled.
There is little chance that any such

can succeed.
(and the have
become aware of their loss of power and the
consequent growth of federal power in recent
months), then action could possibly result.

But opinion will have to be predominant on
this point before congress could act. If two-
thirds of each house of congress passed a con-
stitutional amendment and it was ratified by
three-fourths of the states, the supreme court's
authority might be thereby controlled.

On the other hand, the states can initiate a
constitutional amendment, although this approach
is seldom used. Congress can also simply go on
record, or pass laws, in an effort to control the
court, although there is no guarantee the court
will concur with any congressional attempt to
limit its jurisdiction.

Criticism of legislative branches of govern-
ment always has been fair game, but severe
criticism of the U. S. supreme court has prevail-
ed in conservative quarters only for a number of
years now while lower federal courts and high
state courts seem to escape this criticism. Feel-
ing against the highest court in the land has
mounted because of the federal usurping of
power from the states and some of the decisions
handed down in domestic affairs. We refer to
decisions which delight liberal groups and run
counter to American tradition based on the con-
servative view.

Actually, the liberal tendancies of the high
court began when President Roosevelt first
“stacked” the court a quarter of a century ago.
Few of the justices today have had any judicial
background. This no doubt accounts for the
fact the court has been charged with “amend-
ing"” the constitution instead of interpreting it.

court is general states
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Miss Betty Gallagner was a
guest of honor at a miscellaneous
After luncheon

M&M the guests went

the C. J. Gatz home. Mrs.

Gatz, Mrs. Frank Froelich and

Mrs. Guy Cole were the hos-
tesses.

O'NEILL LOCALS

Mr. and Mrs. Arlo Hiatt left
Wednesday, December 19 for
Chicago, Ill., to spend Christ-

mas with their son and wife, Mr.

and Mrs. Gordon Hiatt.

Mr. and Mrs., William Mac-
Kinlay and family left Decem-
ber 20 for Chadron and Chey-
enne, Wyo., to spend the
Christmas holidays with rela-
tives and friends.

Mrs. Margaret Elkins and

Bernice are spending Christmas
holidays in Sioux City, Ia.. with
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dowd.

Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Kruse are
spending the Christmas holi-
days at Perry, la., with Mr, and
Mrs. E. L. Van Every and boys
and at Swea City, Ia., with her
mother, Mrs. Anna and
other relatives.
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ed. Reed Bell with Mrs
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were Thursday evening guests at -

the home of Mr. and Mrs. John | Atkinson Teacher
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Mrs. Wilda Carr and family ar-
rived in Ewing on Saturday to
spend the weekend and Christmas | the t
with her father, M. H. Dierks,
and other relatives. They returned
to their home at Holdrege after
Christmas.

Mrs. May Pruden returned to
home in Clearwater Friday
alter spending a few days in the
homes of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Lar-

eachers

her

sen and Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Pru-
den
Mrs. J. L. Pruden and her guest,

Mrs, May Pruden of Clearwater,
accompanied Floyd Tucker to
Grand Island on Wednesday, De-
cember 19.

Supt. and Mrs. M. L.Carter at-
tended the Page-Clearwater bas-
ketball game at Page Friday eve-
ning. Mrs. Carter, who teaches in
Page, is sponsor of the pep club.

Terrific Buys

at Thnfty . . .
PATTON’S

Mrs. John Wunner went to
Stanton on Monday to spend
Christmas with relatives.

Members of the Ewing Com-
mercial club were treated to an
oyster supper at the Legion club
Friday at 6 o'clock. Treats were
sacked for Santa’s visit on De-
cember 22.

Allen Peterson, who is in the

navy, arrived home Wednesday,
December 19, from California for
a l4-day leave at the home of his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Hans Pe-
terson.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Grim had
as their guests on Christmas day
his mother. Mrs. Lizzie Grim of
Creighton, also Mr. and Mrs. Tel-
ford Grim and baby of Verdigre,
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Butterfield of
Orchard. |

Mrs. Robert Tams, who teaches
at Emporia, presented a Christ-
mas program on Thursday even-
ing for the public.

Mrs., Pauline Noffke, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Noffke and family at-

Dr. Donald E. David
OPTOMETRIST
Eyes Examined
Glasses Fitted

Phone 2101, Spencer, Nebr.

Ponton Insurance
FLORENCE PONTON, Prop.
Insurance of All Kinds
& Bonds

Phone 106 Golden Bllg.
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