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Selfish Pressure Chief

Cause of Rel.atiﬁél); Bad
Results in Carrying Out Business of Government

- By Rodney Duicher, NEA Washinglon Service.

“What's the matter with congress?” The ques-

isn't brand new and it has met numerous
But, perhaps through delicacy, one doesn't
often ask a congressman that. I put it up to Con-
gressman George Huddleston of Alabama because
George has sense, because he's independent and be-
cause he was one of the few congressmen one could
think of who wouldn't answer “The Republicans,”
“The Democrats,” or “Nothing!™

“Congress,” he answered, “wants to be re-elected.
Congressmen do just what they think will get them
re-elected. They're trying to be and do just what
they think their people want them to be, They're
holding the mirror up to their districts.

“Somea constituents don't care how pitiful a man
is so long as he does what's wanted. Some, who
want a good man, are deceived.

“Congressional districts are not controlled on a
per capita basis, The congressman merely repre-
sents the dominant interests in his district, those
which control the elections along with nearly every-
thing else.

“Sometimes he is controlled by a mere political
boss and his aspiration is to do what the boss wants
him to do. In that case he holds the mirror up to
the boss.

“In many octher districts, influential groups and
organizations control him. He need only marshal
enough of those behind him to insure his elaction.
Then he holds the mirror up to them and assumes
the role of the man they want him to be. Soms=-
times these groups control the political boss himself,
in which case the congressman may be controlled di-

~y either by the boss or groups.

“The most serious factor in this system is that
nefrly all the groups which are interested in politics
are selfish groups. Show me a typical citizen and
I'll show you a man whose political interests are
along the lines of his business and financial interest.

tion
ANSWETS.

|

“Often we say a man is good and patriotie,
when he doesn't belong to a good government club,
a patriotic society, a consumers’ organization or any=-
thing interested in the general public, but only to &
trade or business association represented here
Througn the United States Chamber of Commerce or
some similar organization, he is told what he should
believe. 3

“My committee is now hearing a bill for consol-
idation of railroads, a measure of far reaching public
importance, The same people will be found before
us this year as last: Colonel Thom, one of Wash-
ington's ablest attormeys who knows more about it
than any other 10 men, representing the rallroad
association; a man representing bankers and brokers
Interested in railroad stocks and bonds; a member
of the Interstate Commerce commission, supposed to
represent the public, but who was appointed at the

behest of the railroads and is their man; a repre- -

sentative of a shippers’ association favored by the
rallroads and actually their tool; a representative of
the short line railroads which hope to shove their
roads off on the big ones,

“But the consumer is not represented; the general
public is not represented and there is no one to speak
for the common good or general welfare,

“Meanwhile, the railroad committee of the United
States Chamber of Commerce, composed of execu-
tives of great railroads, has urged passage of the bill.
The committee will hear only the arguments and
facts these selfish interests want us to hear. We're
not experts., Many of us are novices and most of us
are dubs sent here to be somebody’s handy men, but
we must cope with the best brains that can be bought,
Even If we're honest and want to protect the people,
we must hunt out the real facts in a maze of tech-
nicalities,

“Assume that we come out on the floor, reiterate
the arguments we've heard and put them over on

If you smoke
for pleasure

—here it is—taste, rich
fragrance and mellow
mildness. Camel is

the cigarette that intro-
duced the world to

“smoking for pleasure.”
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