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The small boy = becoming Jii'.l':”_‘:"
one of the most prized labor assels in
Italy, aveording to a recent report of
the ministry of labor. There is mali

boy famime in ail business offi and
the wames af the boy from 12 to 1§
years hawe increasced from board and
lodging amd $2 or 34 a month to 310
te §24.
— —— —
Greal Britain is agaln consider

the adoptioa of a uniform declmal
tem of welghts, measures and curre
The mevement was started by

British Imperial council of commeri

which urged that the system be adoga-
ed s wade ralations with rforeign
countrles might be developed.

it e A= KA

A “sleopar’ hag been discovered
Ohkin law regulating hours of lab
women. Yhe word “clty” exclude:

lagns amd Attorney General Turner
ruted that the law limiting the hours
of wemam workers under 21 yvoory of

age degs not apply to mercanlilc ess-
tablishments in villages,

A curdus possible source ol
uncosskdered woste is reveal
Britisa ehemisl's thought that
Ash containg 20 per cent of potush, Tle
estimomrs that the ash of o clg ¥
tains @6 grains of potash; th ol
Cigorot, LT grains, and that of an or-
dinapy pipe of tobaceo, 1.6 ¢

1. @& Hercastl, of Wasterly, H. L,
eonducked some experiments to deters!
mine haw much pressure a hen's egg
would stamd, The force was applied
through the long axis of the ege and It
wias femnd that Brown eggs broke at
an ayerage pressure of 100 pounds and
white egms at a pressure.of 1120,

e ———

Prodestek Woodman, of Bangor, Me.,
telly thim story: Two hunters In an
automebile saw o deer come out of the
bushes smd walk along the road. One of
the mem ok aim and was about to fire
when asmether deer stopped out beside
the fld. The hunter changed his alm
and get both with one shot.

A tusuip roised by Marry A. Nicker-
son, of Doothbay, Me., welghed 20%
pounds when pulled from the ground,
and moeasured more than a yard around
at the largest part. It is of the or-
dinagy widile variety, and all the others
in t ®bad were of the usual size.

m::lx wearlthy farmers living
ne , Colo,, have leased §20 acres
to 'be planted to beans in the spring,
the peececds, or such part as neces-
sary,. ™ bo used to defray expenses to
;m‘il'the games of the world's series In
917,

rains

The erection of pgles for electrie
wi kas been facilitated by the In-
ven of a truck for the purpose. I
rocéitidy picked up four 40-foot chest-
nut peles, carrfed them 200 feet, and
deposided them in holes in 26 minutes,

- -

Fugeas Heth, an aviator of Chlcago,
asks 336,000 damages from John 8.
Berger. Heth was compelled to leave
his mmaohine in Herger's cornfleld over
night., The cows nte the wings. Berger
had fPeth arrcated as a trespasser,

’E\&. Flrls. students at the Unlversity
of CaMfornia, have concluded an ex-
periment which consisted In living on
peacnuty. 1'or three months they ate
notidmg else but these nuts. The pea-
nuty owsl 16 cents a day,

Ome of the oldest houses in Bath is
that ewned by Dr. Willlam J. Rouse. It
was bullt by Jonathan Philbrook in
1742. The frame is of hewn lumber,
16x7 imches, and the corner posts are
12 Inckes sguare.

Twe new wireless stations have been
established by the Colombinn govern-
ment, sne at Aracua, on the Colombin-
Venezuela frontler, the other at Orocue,
on tho Meta river, some 200 miles east
of Dogota,

Almost a whole?ymnnslum is con=
tuined ia a new chair in which a seat-
ed person, by pulling straps over his

showdders, manipulates levers and
wpeights that exercise most of his
musctes,

Miss Deryl Smithson, of Seattle,

Wash, runs an elevator In an office
~ building. Although still in her teens,
she drives to work in an sutomobile
bouglt with her savings from her ele-
vator job.

The Turkish government has taken
up a project for the irrigation of nearly
600,000 ncres of the Adana plaln, the
Cilicia of antiquity, at a cost of $17.-
€00,000 and eight or 10 years of work.

During the last few .years refriger-
ation has steadily received more and
more attention in Russia. A boom in
cold storage construction was expect-
@d there when the war broke out.

An American built locomotive of the
decapod type In hauling a train 2,800
feet long, with a load of 4,42¢ tons,
broke the European records for hauling
& heavily loaded freight train,

Ira Black, age 75, of Palermo, M
h_gakacl out 163 bushels of corn, mﬁ':
47 inrur. lr?:cl“‘t picked nearly all tha
apnles on his farm and gathered th
gurden vegetables this fall, 0

Williaza Graham, of Blue Point, N.
o *built & model of the great sphinx
of [Bgypl in his front yard, This model
Is just one-seventh the size of the real
sphinx. It weighs 42 tons.

Antec eorn 1,000 years old was rae-
eccntly planteq In Kansas. It grows
much faster than modern corn and the
grains will be at a premimum.

Paraguay has ;"a_lluabla forest re-
sources, the most important of which is
quebracho, particularly rich tn tannin.

Apparatus to enable a man to eut
his ows halr or thet of other men with-
out imstruction is a recent, invention.

A folding handle, which can be car-
ried in a pocket, is Intended to be usea
with a post card to form a fan.

The Illportntian_:f patent medicines
conlaining ingredients detrimental to
health 8 prohibited in Ecuador.

Germans have developed a process
‘for spinning kapok fibers into yarn
that can be woven into textiles.

There is $500,000,000 capital invested

. In United States lumber plants,

. A new baby carriage which Includes
‘reveptaciea for clothing, can be folded
to resemble o suitcase when: not used
for its principal purpose,

Gold, silver, copper, coffee, sisa), tex-
‘tle end ocher fibers, rubber, hides and
skins, tobacco and sugar formm Mexi-
eo's chief exports, [

» The women of Caprl have acted as
porters for ages, while many of the
men sell coral specimens,

~ Beal pups horn on the Pribnof {slands
ere inore numercus by 10,450 this year
zpn__ lasl year, i

INil;

As a Result, There Will Be No
Probe of a Car Short-
age Until Next
July.

Lincoln, Neab., Feb, 12— The house
played o joke on itself Fridey when it
aited to line ap sufficient supporiers

o Bill to pay for an investigation

by that body early in the ses-
on.  The house had appropriated §1,

200 te. investigate the rallroad car
shortage and it was the opinion of
many of the membhe that the afore

11 shortage ecould be ended in a short
time. The rallway commission put on
extra foree of men at rallroad
wadquarters to find out what had be-
£ all the ears usually on Nebras-
a roads, and why they were not in the
tate, The finance committee put in an
rmergency appropriation, but when it
came o voting it, not enough members
of the house could be found to give the
necessary 67 votes for the bill with
the emergency clnuse attached. After
geveral members had scolded the mem-

COTTe

1

bers for being tightwads and debt
dodgers the hbill, without the emer-
weney clanse, secured 70 votes, but it
wis then too late to make the money

tilable before July next., It is ex-

pected the senate will correct the omis-
don.  The ohjectors said the commis-
ton ought te have Kknown without
having to spend any exira money.

The !nsurance Bill.

A determined effort wilk be made in
the house Monday to resurrect the in
wmranee agents' comblnation or anti

competition rate bill, The committe:
reported it for indefinite postponement,
iy one of the nine members favoring
: was Trumble, of Sherman, 4 mem-
] of the leglislative committee of the
ngents' association, The objectlon to
thee bill i that while it pretends to give
the atate authority to fix insurance
rates, the federal court hasg held repeat-
edly that the state has no authority
to fix the, maximum rate at which a pri-
vate person or corporation may sell
what it has to dlspose of, This leaves
the bill merely a legal authorization
of the present combination rates made
bv rating bureans of the companies.
Arthur Mullen, who wag a lobhbylst for
the bill two yenrs ago, is said to have
agaln been anlidtdd, and between now
and Monday, when the house meets
again, it is expected a lot of pressure
will be brought 'rom home business in-
terests  that the insurance men feel
they can call,

Women suffragists are not dismayed
when, by a vote of 22 to 8, the Ban-
dall bill, reported to the general file,
was  recommitted for consideration
along with the bill sent over by the
house, where three-fourths of the mem-
bers voted for it. The suffragists have
pledges from enough senatorg to carry
it, but they suspect some of these are
not very strong in the faith, The op-
pogition argues that the gquestion was
settle in November, 1914, by the ref-
erendum, when full suffrage was de-
feated. As the referendum amendment
prevents the submission of the same
question until three years have passed,
they say it is a violation of the spirit
of thar measure to ask for limited suf-
frage now, and that senators ought not
(oo listen. Against this it I1s urged thal
the refercndum  bar would not have
prevented limited suffrage from being
submitted Iust yeur, as the proposi-
tions are not the same. They cite the
democratic national platform, which
declareg in favor of suffrage and rec-
ommended that 1t be adopted in the
states as laying a charge upon the 23
demoeratic senutors to support the bill

SHOOTS SELF WHILE
PHONING TO FRIEND

Charles Eberly's Friend Begged
Him to Stay His Hand—
Was Despondent.

Omaha, Neh., IPeb. 12-—Calling up a
Councll Bluffe friend from his room at
a local hote)l, Charles Eberly, 54, last
night told the former that he was about
to blow his brains out., He did so
while the friend pleaded with him to
stay his hand.

“Listen and you'l hear the shot”
said Eberly to E. A, Lathrop, (08 Har-
rison streel., Council Blutfs. Lathrop
heard it., Despondency because he had
lost his positlon in a loan office and
failed to find other work is believed
to have been the cause of the sui-
cide. The only lknown relative is Vera
Eberly, a niece, living in Honolulu.

Eberly entered the hotel about 7
o'vlock and asked for a room. The clerk
in ¢charge told him there were no va-
cant rooms, and it is sald Eberly grew
angry and demanded that he be ac-
commodated, The eclerk finally com-
plied by glving him the room. Eberly
had no lugguge. e took stationery
with him from the deak and wrote the
name of Lathrop, with the latter's ad-
dress, on a =heet of paper., following
this by his own name. He then got Li-
throp dn the telephone.

“He told me he was going to blow
his  brains  out,” saild Lathrop. "I
pleaded with him not to do anything
like that, and told him 1 would be right
over, He said that I should not come
and told me 0 listen for the shot. |
could hear him weeping ror a moment,
then 1 heard the shol.”

Eberly wias a widower, with no chil
dren.

—_— el ————————

APPRENTICES AT WASHINGTON.

Newport, H. 1., Feb. 10.—A Lrigade of
GO0 apprentice seamen with a band will
g0 to Washington to take part in the
inavgural ceremonies, In accordance
with orders reccived at the naval train-
ing station here today. This Is the first
time the brigade hus been asked Lo take
part in the sxercises,

— - -
CHICAGO POSTMASTER.

Washingion, Feb. 10—Willlam 1
Carlyle has been selected for postmas-
ter abl Chicago,

b gl e L

BALTIC SAFE IN PORT.

New York, N. Y., Feb., 10, The
steamship  Baltic. of the White Star
line, has mirived safely at Liverpool
according Lo a cable message receiven
here tonight by officers of the
pany.

The message
that the PBaltic
gaid: “All well.”

There were two Americans mnong
her 44 passengers. The steamship took
to Fngland a full cargo of munitions.

No report had been received |ast
night from the Adrintie. There is one
American on the Adriatie, .

aon

besides g
had
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SUFFRAGE BILL 10
b

L
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However, Its Supporters Believe

(ILLED. BELIEF

They Have Enough Votes
it Senate to Pass
Measure. |

Lincoln, Neb., PFeb. 10—The sennt
judied f commiitee =at in solemn state
Thur afternoon in  the senate
charmber on the house bill permitting |
women Lo vote for president and wviee-
pregident and municipal officers. Tha
bill was vigorously opposed by @roul

of anti-suffraglets from Omaha, and i
upported by coually eloquent suf-
ts, principally from Lincoln, The

tllot thrust upon them and that
the majority of the women did not
want it, The women have limited sufy
frage now, the right to vote for school
officers, but not 10 per cent of them
avail themselves of the opportunity
The suftragists say they want thes bal-
lot to enable them to participate in the
determination of questions vitally af-
fecting them, and yet, said the antis;
they didn't take and do not take the
chanee offered to take part in those
matiers that
the schools which their children attend
They objected to partial suffrage any-
way. :

The chanees are that the senate will
kill the bill. The suffragists have as-
gurancves of friendliness towards it from
22 members, five more than thev need,
but they are doubtful if the necessary
number will stand hitched.

Senate Up With Its Work.

The senate is well up with its work,
notwithstanding its frequent layoffs,
and Is now taking the afternoons off in
order that the committees may grind
out enough hills to keep the whole body
t work., The house adjourns at 3
o'clock every afternoon in order to al-
low the committees to work, but its
general file now has about 40 bills on it

Doctors After the House.

The house {8 being bombarded by the
doetors of the state, who are divided In
sentiment over whether the present
board of health secretaries should be
fired in a body and a new one created
that is not to aet in health matters
unless the state board of health, com-
posed of state officials, calls for its
advice, or whether they should be re-
tained and in the enlargment of the
staff and new duties and the appoint-
ment of the members their recommen-
dations and assignments govern. Sev-
eral of the secretaries have drawn fire
because of their political activities, and
the clashes between the different
schools forms another reason for the
row. The bills are to be sent to the
head of the federal bureau of health to
determine which meets his approval,
that being another point in dispute.

The house recommended for passage
a bill permitting the city of Valentine
to go into the real estate business.
When the government abandoned the
fort near there, it sold all the land to
the city at $1.25 an acre. Most of this
has been given away for public pur-
poses, but the city hus 160 acres lying
close to the city, It asked and secured
permission from fhe house to plat the
land, sell the lots and use the money
to build a system of sewerage. The house
also pnssed a bill which permits entry-
men  under the federal reclamation
projects to vote and to have all other
privileges of private land owners,

The senate had a real good laugh
when, among 4 number of telegrams
read by the secretary, one was read
[rem Francves Heald, o well known
suffronge leader, neking members to
“promote suffering,” The erudite tele-
graph operator bhad orviginally spelied
it sutferige, and a waggish senator had
vhange this to suffering,

The house insurance committee has
reported for indefinite postponement
the bill backed by fire insurance agents
and a big lobby, which had for its real
object the abolishment of competition,
although branded as an antidiscrim-
fnution bill, The committee Tound that
the federnl court had held a state could
not fix insurance rates, and the only
vote cast against putting it to death
was cast by o member who is on the
logislative committee of the insurance
agents' association,

The stern senate has relaxed the
rigidity of its rules. A few days ago
ft passed one barring everybody from
the floor when bills were on {(hird read-
ing. This compelled the wives of sen-
ators to retire, and ithe sergeant at
arms construed it also to include the
newspaper reporters. Thursday the
senate amended the rule s0 as to permit
the reporters to attend.

For a Direct Vote.

The houge Thursday afternoon
passed without a dissenting vote a bill
that will enable Nebraskans hereafter
tu vote direet for candidates for presi-
dent and vice president. The only
bracketing in the bill is that of the
names of the two national candidates
In order to conform to the national
regulation with respect to electoral col-
leges the governor is required to ap.
point those who represent the success.

ful candidates, the state conventions
of each having previously nominated
them.

EXPLAIN TRUST CHARGES
TO TRADE COMMISSION

. Chicago, Feb., 9.—The federal trade
comnmission today heard the & Ee 0,
the A. H. Dick company and theWeosty

company, manufacturers of mimeo-
graph machines and supplies, ehiirgeo
with attaching to their maehine:
license restrietions in violation of the
Clayvton anti-trust law.

The defense of the companies is that
supplies called for by the restrictior
prohibits (he vse of any other materials

The supreme court deecided some
vears ago that restriction clanses were
legal. but the Clayton act, passed since
declares them illegal.

FIND NEGRO HANGED.

Procter, Ariz., Feb, 9.-—The body of
James Smith, & negro, was found hang-
ing from a telegraph pole near here
after it was thought he had escaped a
posse which pursued him to a swamp.
Smith was charged with killing @ dep-
utly sheriff.

i e i

MAY ASK PAPERS NOT
TO PRINT SHIP NEWS

Washington, D. C., Feb. 9.—The en-
tente embassies here have asked the
stute department if some steps cannot
be talen to cease publications of sail.
ings of vessels and publication of mani-
festz of ships going into the war zone,

Officials real that there iz no war-
rant of law to prevent publicition of
sailings, mt some step may be tnken

to ask American publishers Lo refirain
from printing them on the Zrouna of
national policy.

“HOGS 1S HOGS,

JEBATE 1N HOUSE

After Appropriating. $80,000

for Heg Barn at State Fair,
House Eliminates
Forest Board.
fincoln Nebh,, Fely 10 The '
alter passing o hill appropristing £58/
000 for a new hog barn at the state falr
grounds, took an economical streak and

defeated, 50 to . i bl o ng 1
temporary foroe: siantion commission
permanent. The commisgion co=t aboil
| $1,300 the last two years, but

td that they didn't want to have !

determine the conduct of |

one of
uinst it

1

the most effectlve arguments ag
witss by the chairman of the (i 3
committee who dug up a warrant issued

to W. all, of Valentine, one of thoe
comrni imers, for $186 expenses for a
recent junket to Washington. One of
the items was £13. 50 for telephoning and
telegraphing, The chairman wondered
it Mr. Ball spent the money advisin
his Neloaska friends of his safe ar-
rival, The house had developed little
opposition until the bill eame up for
pussage,

Thirty-three votes  were  recorded

against the hog barn  appropriation.
One was by MeAllister, of Dakota, who
said that he was unwilling to vote for a
palace for hogs while so many of his
fellow citizens were forced to live in
shacks. Reischek was against it be-
cause he did not believe the state should
vote $50,000 for n building for hogs to
occupy four days in a yeur when there
were not sufficient aceommodations in
the insane hospitals to care for the
wards of the state. Taylor voted for it
under protest, his protest being based
on the fact that the state board of agri
culture, which supervises the expendi-
ture, is a self perpetuating body.
Supreme Court Debate.

The only debiate in the senate was
over a bill drafting the district court
judges of the state in groups of three
to help the supreme court catch up with
its work. This would give three judges
already on the payroll this sort of work
jall the time, thus supplanting the court
commissioners, an illegally constituted
body, who draw $12,000 a year for their
work.

The senators inaisted that if the dis-
trict judges had time enough now for
that work there were too many judges,
and they did not belleve this was true.
Howell, of Douglas, had suggested it
as a means of lawfully doing what it is
admitted is not strictly lezal.

Pass New Bills.

THe following bills were passed on
third reading:

S. . 12, by Howell—Pension ol at least
$50 a month for janitors and engineers em-
ployed by the Omaha school hoard.

8. F. 72, by McMullen—Drunken drivers
of automoblies to be subject 1o a fing o
from $100 to $300 and three to six months
in jail, and Lable to damages in the mini-
mum sum_of $00.

8 F. 14, by McMullen—Theft of an auto-
mobile punishable by fine of from $100 te
$300 and from three to six months in jail

8. . 86, by Chappell—Authorizes suspen-
slon of judgment in misdemeanor cases,

4. F, 11, by Robertson—Referees' sales
to be held any place in the county desig-
nated by the judges.

8. 1. 40, by Neal—Publication in one is-
sue each week in dally, tri-weekly, semi-
\\;e"ekly newspaper sufficient for legal no
ticea,

S. . Th by Moriarity—Increaze courl
bailiff's pay t0'$3 a day and those in Doug
lag county to $1.500 a vear.

5. F. 1, by Spirk—Prohibits the post-
ing of advertising matter or posters or
bridges.

ANTIS RAISE STORM
OVER LIMITED VOTE

Do Not Want Any Concessions
to Suffrage Advocates From
Nebraska Solons.

Lincoln, Neb., Feh, 10,—A delegation
of Omaha women opposed to the lim-
ited suffrage bill that passed the house
vesterday bombarded the senate and

_succeeded in arranging for a hearing
before the.committee during the after-
noon. The senate staged a wrangle
over whether the secretaries should
read private telegrams to senators fa-
voring suffrage, but dedided to allow it

Four bills were passed by the senate,
two relating to salaries in  Douglas
county. The other two were bills that
had already passed the house. One re-
quires railroads to build at least 20
miles a vear on unused right of way
partly constructed or forfeit ownership,
The other reduces the time allowed for
appealing to the supreme court from
six months to three.

The house fought for an hour or two
over a hill intended to put the trading
stamp firms out of business by levying
n $5,000 yearly license, but flnally killed
the measure,

The c¢ity of Valentine was permitted
to lay out in town lots a quarter sec-
tion it owns, and a school of irrigation
was established at the Scotts Bluff ex-
periment station.

The backers of the bill establishing
a state boxing commission feared to
put it 1o u test in the house and had it
laid over.

— il
STERILIZATION OF FIFTEEN
FEEBLE MINDED IS MADE
lincoln, Neb.,, Feb. 10.—The state
hoard of control has reported to the
governor that during the past year the
sterilization of 15 feeble minded and in-
sane persons bas been accomplished,
and 20 more are ordered operated upon,
1The order applies only to persons who
are in such condition that they mnay
be safely paroled. None who require
permanent custodial eare are included
The operation 8 not compulsory, and
in each ease it has been done with the
consent of the patient amd relatives,
The board says that the feehle minded
are the most prolific and that they pre-
gent the greatest danger to raclal stan,
dar ' Six of the 16 were women, but
in 1ot coses hecause of their disposi-
tion to venery most of the women are
permnnently retained, The bill applies
to persons committed to other institu-
tions who become insane, but none has
yvet come under the provisions of the
law,
—_——
CARROLL RAPS THE
TORRENS LAW SYSTEM

Lincuin, Neh., Feb. &-—H. L. Carroll,
president of the lowa Abstraciors’ asso
ciation, tnld the members In attendance
at the Nebraska Title Men's asso-
ciation's annual mecting that the 1or-
rens Iaw i not a good method of car-
ing for titles, He sald that in only one
county in flinois had it been tried out,
and that was in Cook county, where the
title shigks had  sufficient  influence,
The exponse was one argument againsi
it, und the ather was that the logn com-
panies want abstracts and not eerrit-
cates dand won't lonn money on laod

where this i= provided for,

NEBRASKA HOUSES
IN-BUSY SESSION

|_To Reconsider Bill Aimed ai
School Teachers—New Bill
Strikes at “Quack”
Doctors.

Lincoln, Neh., Feb @—After  the

house had decided to punish any school

r. superintendent or principal

for school hook or
by forfeiting
it decided it had
¥, and sent the bill'hack
1 iln_r- of the whoie for fur-
conglderation. 1t was found that
1se in the bill might prevent a
v from sharing in the profits of

who acted as agent
school supply companles,
their

employment,

o the comr
] ther

a

any text hook he might write and
which might be wdopted anywhere ‘in
the state.
Hit at Quack Doctors,
i house thinks it has put out of
38 Lhe regularly Heensed doctors

into a town, open up an offlce
' i few days or weehs, advertise lib-
Iy and after securing notes from
icted persons, mdve on. The state
w did not reach these men because
W owere regular, bhut this amendment,
introduced by Dr, Hoffmeiste, declares
such practice to be unprofessional con-
duet and thus brings them within the
=tatite which provides for punishment
Lor unprofessional conducet,
Doctors in a Row.

The doctors of the state are in a nice
ttle row over an effort made by one
fon to put the secretaries of the
state hoard of health out of business by

reorganizing the health bureau, placing
one waen in complete charge ana mak-
g him the arbiter of what shall be
done and by whom. The bill came he-

fore the senale Tuesday, hut was sent
tacl 1o the commitiee for a fuller ex-
planation of i purposes. It « i
inappropriation of $25,000, inere:
salaries and number of employes,

The income of newspapers is threat-
ened by a bill by Senator Neal, which
passed the committee of the whole of
the senate Tuesday. It says that one
publication a week is sufficient for
legal notices in newspapers,

Recommends Rail Bill.

The senate recommended for passage
house record 7, requiring railroads to
use their abandoned right of way or
else return it to the public. The rail-
roads are ?iRhIin,&: the bill because they
claim they own the land, but the sena-
tors urged that as the land had been
given by the state for ceriain specific
use it reverted to it when such use
was not made,

To Fine Intoxicated Drivers.

Two bills introduced by MeMullen,
Gage, senate files 72 and 74, were
recommended for passage. The (first
provides that a drunken driver of an
automaobile may be fined from*$100 to
$300 and sentenced fo jail for a term of
from three to six months, I increases
the maximum fine for damages done by
a drunken driver from $100 to $300.
The other bill increases the maximum
penalty for stealing an automobile from
$100 to a fine of %300 and adds a jadl
sentgnce of from three to six months,
. Robertson's senate file 63, to levy a
state wide tax of about $£3.000,000 =
vear to pay school teachers' salaries,
was laid over M has request.

House record 8§6, by Flansburg, to
shorten the time for appeal to the su-
preme court from six months to three
ménths, was recommended for passage,

Minimum Wage for Women.

The house passed house record 34, n
minimum wage bill for woinen in cer-
tuin designated employvments., [t savs !
that no less than §1 a day shall be paxd
to minors, not less than $1.20 a day to
women who are inexperienced in the
employment and not less than $1.50 a
day to experienced adalts.

Overrule Rail Committee.

The house, after a lively debate, over-
ruled the ilrond commitige, which,)
had reported for indefinite postpanc-
ment g bill requiring  railvoad com-
panies, whenever the headlight on an
ne went ouf, to reguire it to be
.(Ef'”"-"k"'] al the neareat station or
siding.  The comunittee contended that
this would ereate o eat deal of delay

Its
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1o passengers and stock, and in some
cases, on hranch lines, would lay up
trains ull nighf. The majority of the

house, however, insisted, in view of the
Smithfield wreck on  the high line
which Kkilled 11 persons, due to the
failure of headlights and the use of lan-
terns, that the bill ovght to
zenernl file,

Protects Guaranty Fund.

The house recommended for passage
a bill that bars from any clnims NPOT
!!1[- guaranty fund any monev that of-
ficers, stockholders or emploves of a
failing hank may borroy on certificates
of deposit. The experience with the
Decatur bank was the moving cause.
In that case the officers borrowed $30.-
000 from & South Omaha bank on their
notes, put the money v the bank and
then mave the South Omaha bank a
certificate of deposit. After the bank
faited this claim was allowed priority,
along with other depositors’ accounts.

For Forest Commission.

A I-@IE creating a state forest station
commission, with the governor at the
head, was also recommended for pass-
age. The house came within an ace of
killing one_permitting counties, cities
and villages to go 15 miles out and con-
demn land for forest areas, and it waus
saved only by & motion to report pro-
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PLAN FOOD
GOST PRU

Washingien, D, C., Feh, 14-—~"The Ted-
aral trade commission today annownced
that at the wetfon of the president
it would begin immediately an imvesti-
gation of the high cost of foods im the
United States with special reforence Lo
alleged violations of the catitrust laws.

The department of agricnliure will
20 in the investigation el TAA

Allcg i
nipulations, conirol and conspiracies in

distribution of food will b me into
particularly.
The President's Letter
Wilson's Jettir  directing

the is as follows:

1 supply of food prod-
ucts is : +of concern to the na-
tian at all tir it {8 of peculiar im
poriance at present. Our domestle fond
supply is normally very In and has
become inereasingly varied HOLEe Te

spects it has steadily expanded and has

Kept pace with the increas papitla-
tion. Unfortermately, this i2 not true,
however, of a s number of mmpor-
tant staple including certain

cereals and particularly meats,
“While the population of the mation

has increased 26 000,000 since 1909, the

production of the two leading cereals,

corn and wheat, while tending to in-
ereage, han shown only a sllzkt ad-
vanece, and that of meat products in

the same period has shown an increase
of only 3,500,000 pounds, a deerease
of 28 pounds per capita.”

Some Headway Made.

“Much can bhe done and is being done
to change this situation throughk im-
proved methods of productlon and
through the control or eradicatiom of
plant and animal dise . Buat there
are problems nlso of distribution, and,
in some respects, the problems present-
ed in this field are the more difficuit.
Much work has been done, and, ¢onsid-
ering the limited nature of the powers

under which it has been conducted, not
a little headway has been made, partic-
ularly in obtaining and diffusing uselul
information.

“*Neverthelegs, It is neot yet clear in
many directions just what the nature
of the difficulty is or what measures
should be adopted to effect funda

mental improvements, Many necessary
facts are not available and it is gues-
tionable whether any single ageney of
the government at present poSscsses
the requisite power and equipment ie
secure the inforn n needed to enable
both publie and private instrumentali-
ties to render their fullest services e
the public.

“It is obvious that there will he ne
sufficient incentive to enlarge prodie-
tion if there does not exist an unch-
strueted economical system of distribu-
tion. Unjustifiable fluctuations In price
are not merely demoralizing; they inm-
evitably deter adequate production,

Trust Charges Made.

“It hasz been alleged before
tees of congress and elsewhere that tne
course of trade in important food
products is not free, but is restricted
and controlled by aryicidial and illegal
means. It is of the highest public con-
cern to ascertain the truth .or falsity
of the allegations. No busginess ¢an be
transacted effectively in an atmosphers

commil -

of suspicion, If the allegations iare well
grounded, it is necessary that the na-

ture and extent of the evils and abuses
be aceurately determined, o that proj-
er remedies, legislative or administra
tive may be appled. 1f they are not

true, it is equally essential that the
public he informed to that effecl, st
that unrest and dissatisfaction may be
allayed.

“In any event, because of the prave
public interest which the food supply

effects the efficient maintenance of the
duties imposed on agencies of the goy-

ernment requires that all the iportant
facls be ascertained, To this end the
powers ‘of sueh agencies ghould  be

adequate, if in any respect they are now
deficient.
Storage Men Hit.

“Pursvant to the authority conferred
upon me by the aet creating the fed
eral comrnussion, therefore, | direct the

commission within the scope of LY

ers to investigiie and report t e
reélating te (he production. ownorship,
manufacture, aiorage and distributien

of faodstuffs ang the products, or b
products arising from or in connectien
with their preparation and manufuae
ture; to ascertain the facts hearing on
allegad violations of the antitrust acts
and  particularly  upon the quesgtions
whether there are manipulational
trusts, combinations, conspiracies or re
straints of trade out of harmony witk
the Jaw or the public interest.

“l am aware that the commission has
additional authority in this [leld
through the power conferred upon it
Lo prevent certain persons, parinerships
or corporations from using onfair
methods of competition in commeree.
I presume that yvou may see Tit to exen -
eise that authority wupon vyour own
initiative without direction from me,

“The department of agriculture has
been engaged for several vears m
studying problems of distribution. T
have noted that it has been proposed
in the congress to add to the funds of
the department and give it larger pow-
ers to conduet its investigutions. As
its activities will touch phases of the
problem | am calling to your altentinn
whic¢h may not be covered by your im-
quiry and may furnish information ef
Breat importance for the purposes com-
templated, I shall direct that depart-
ment to cooperate with yvou in this en
terprise.

gress
W. R. Mellor Is Employed.

W. R, Mellor, late secretary of the
siate bourd of agriculture. has been
employed by state bankers, who have

chipped in a dollar apiece, to oppose a
law that will take oul from any pro-
tection of the gouaranty fund time cer-
tificates of deposit. A number of banks
are suspected of getting loans in this
manner,

Tite senate has passed a half dozen
bills, the mosi important one providing
for the appointment of accountants to
check up at stated periods all village
and school district treasurers.

Standing committees of the houge
Iuive reported for the general file with-
out recommenadtion bills providing for
the sale of school lands exeepl those
on which mineral, oil or gas are found,
and for the sale of the property of the
Culbertson experiment station.

The house passed a bill that gives
farm landlords a lien on crops of the
same legal effect as a chattel mort-
gage

The =zenate Killed a bill drafting dis-
trict judges to acvt as supreme court
commissioners, and spent the Marrng
oh passing a batch  of unimpuortent
MELSITes,

Olson endeavored o have tp
in the house resolution @ he
president to wll Ame (| R
keep off vesse leaded ter tne s -
marine “one, ) he wiae jockeyed out
of & hearing for the time being.

Inquires About Funds.

“For the adequate prosecution of she
inguiry by both yvour commission ane
the department of agricultuve it is e=-
sential that sufficient funds bo ava#-
able. 1 accordingly reguest thut yeu
furnish me at the earliest possible me-
ment an estimate for an appropriatien
if one is needed to supplement existing
appropriations to enable you soccess-
fully to carry out the investigation

“A eopy of this letier is being sent
to the secretary of agricullure with the
direction that his department cooperate
with you and with the reguest that he
furnish an estimate for the funds need
ed By his department.”

The secretary of agricullure, t(he
irade commission announcod. Wis
asked today for a conference o ar-

range preliminary plans for the inves-
tigaution and to make estimates for iw
s,

AMATEUR RULE DEFEATED.

New York., Feb. 10.—The annus!
meeting of the United Stateg Nuational
Lawn Tenniz association closed carly
today with a fairly even break between
the east and the west on gquestions
which caused sectional divisiona,

The association defeaied the e
poseg amateéur rule which would bar
from amateur ranks players in the
sporting goods business, but all the e
portant national championship tourna-
ments, with  one exception, Wer
Awnrded 1o clubs in the Atlantic states
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